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FLORENCE 149

In pomp the thady Appennines arife,

And lift th’ afpiring nation to the skies ;

No land like Izaly ereéts the fight

By fuch a vait afcent, or fiells to fuch a height:
Her num’rous ftates the tow'ring hills divide,
And fee the billows rife on either fide;

At Pifa here the range of mountains ends,

And here to high Aneona’s fhores extends:

In their dark womb a thoufand rivers lye, -

‘That with continu'd ftreams the double fea fupply,

Bolonia, Modena, Parma, Turin, &c.

FTER a very tedious journey over the Appennines, we at laft'
A came to the river that runs at the foot of them, and was former-
ly called the little Rbine. Following the courfe of this river we

arvived in a fhort time at Bolonia.
Parvigue Bononia Rhbeni.. Sil. It. 8.

Bolmia water'd by the petty Rhbine.

We here quickly felt the difference of the northern from the fouthern
fide of the mountains, as well in the coldnefs of the air, as in the badnefs
of the wine.. ‘This town is famous for the richnefs of the foil that lyes
about it, and the magnificence of its Convents. It is likewife efteemed
the third in Jzaly for piftures, as having been the fchool of the Lombard
painters.  Lfaw: in it three rarities of different kinds, which pleafed me
more than any other fhows of the place. The firft was an authentick fil-
ver Medal of the younger Brutus,in the hands of an eminent Antiquary.
One may fee the charater of the perfon in the features of the face, which
is exquifitely well cut. On the reverfe is the cap of liberty, with a
dagger on each fide of it, fubfcribed Id. Mar. for the Ides of March,

the famous date of Ce/ar’s murder.. The fecond was a picture of Ra-
phel’s




150  Boloniay Modenay Parmas,. Tvicin, &c.

phel’s in St. Gionanns in Monte. It is cxfreme_ly }gﬁ:il.pt_'efm'_\'_cd, and re-
prefents St. Cecilia with an inftrument of mufick 1 her-hands,” 'On one
fide of her are the figures of St. Panl, and St. Folin; .nnd on the other,
of Mary Magdalene, and_St. duftin. ~ There is fomething wonderfully di-
vine in the airs of this: pifture. I cannot forbear mentioning, for my
third curiofity, a new Stair-cafe that flrangers are generally carried to fee,
where the eafinefs of the afcent withif fo_fmall 2" compafs, the difpofiti-
on of the lights, and the convenient landing, ate admirably well contri-
ved. The wars of Italy, and the feafon of the year, made me pafs
through the Dutchies of Modena, Parma, and, Savey with more hafte
than I would havé done at another time. The {oilof Midenz and Parma
is very rich and well cultivated. The palaces of the Princes are magni-
ficent, but neither of them is yet finithed. We procured a licence of
the-Duke of Parma-to.cnter the Theater and Gallery, which deferve to
be feen as well as any thing of that nature in Jzzly. The Theater is, I
think, the moft fpacious of any I ever faw, and at the fame time fo ad-
mirablyswell contrived, that from the very depth of the flage the loweft
found may bt heard diftiné@ly ‘to the-fartheft: part-of the auditnee,” as-in
a whifpering-place; and yet if you raife your voice as high as you pleafe,
there, is.nothing like. an .echo.to caufe in it the, lealt confifien.; The
Gg]}er}' is_hung with a numerous. caolleétion of pit‘tuﬁ:s, all done by cele-
brated hands. - Omone fide of the,gallery is.a large room adorned Mvith
inlaid tables, cabinets, worksin amber, and other ,PJI'(.I‘C_E:S'OFEI'EE_L‘};&]‘[ and
value. Qut of this we were led into another great room, furnifhed With
old Iiifcriptions, Idols, Bufts, Medalsytand theslike Antiquifies— I-could
have {pent a day with great fatisfaction in, this apastment, but had only
time to pafs my eye over the Medals, which are“in gréat number, and
many of ‘them very rare. “Tlié-fcarceftof all isla -‘P{Zgwm&w -Nigér on
2" Medalion: well preferved. * [t'was coined ‘at7idwriaehy whereothis Fmi
peror trifled’away his -time- *till'hé! ot his L ieratid: Efpires The!fed
verfe 1s ‘a Deiz Salus. * There are-two of Ohap (hérreverleba Serapis’y
and two-of Meffalina and Poppeain middleébrafsyl the weverlés’ of the
Embperor Clandius. 1 faw two Medalionis of Pletina''and Matidia the.
réverfe to each a’ Pietas s with two-Medals of Perriian,o the’ reverfe of
one Vota Decennalia, and of the' other Diis Cuffodibiiss “and anidther of
Gordianns Africanus; the reverfe I'haveiforgon 1910 '

The Principalities of ' Modena and Parmd ave'much’ about the fame ex<
tent, and have each of them two large towns, befidesa’ great number of
little villages, 'The Duke 'of Perma -however is much’ richer than the'

Duke
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Duke of Madena. v Their fubjells swould .live in ‘great,plenty amidit;fo
sich and well cultvated ia: foil, ‘were "fiot: the taxes sahdaimpofitiohs: fo
very exorbitant ; for the Courts.are much  too fplendid: and maghificent
for the territoties that Iye abour them, ahd one cannot but be amazed
to fee fuchla profafionsof wealth laid out in Coaches; Trappings, Tables,
Cabinets, and the like precious toys, inuwhich there are!few' Princes | of
Europe who equal them, yhenat. the fame time they have not had the
generofity to make Bridges over the river§ of theit countries for the con-
venience of their fubjeéts, as well as itrangers, who are forted to pay an
unreafonable exaction at every ferry upon the leaft rifing of the waters. A
man might well expe@ in thefe fmall governments:a much greater regu-
lation of affairs, for the eafe and benefit of the people, thian in large over-
grown ftates, where the rules of juftice, beneficence, and. mercy may be
cafily put out of their courfe; in pafling through the. hands of deputies,
and a long fubordination of officers. . And it would certainly be for the
good of mankind to have all the mighty Empires and Monarchies of the
world cantoned out into petty States and Principalitigs, that, like fo many
large families, might lye under the eye and oblervation of their proper
Governors; fo that the care of the Prince might extend it {elf to every
individual perfon under hisproteétion. But fince {fuch 4 gencral {cheme
can never be brought about, and if it were, it_yould quickly be deftroy-
ed by the ambition of {fome particular. ftate afpiring aboye the refty it hap-
pens very ill at prefent to be born under one of thefe petty Soveraigns, that
will be ftill éndeavouring, at_ his fubjets coft, to cqual the pomp and, gran-
deur of greater Princes, as well as to out-vie thofe of his own rank.

For this reafon there are /o pedple’int' the world' who' live with more
eafe and profperity than the fubjeéts of little Commofi-Wealths, as on the
contrary there are none who fuffer more tifider the grievances of a hard
government, than the fubjeéls'of little"Priricipalities.” T left the road of
Milan, on my right-hand, having befofe’ feen that iy, and after fiaving
pafled through Aff, thedfrontiér town of Savoy, [ at laft came within
fight of the Po, which is a fine river-even at Zuzén, though within fix
miles of its fource. This'river his been made the fcene of twoor three
poetical flories. Owid- has'chéfen it out ‘to’ throw' his Phacton into it,
after all the fmaller rivers had been dryed up in the corflagration.

I have read fome Botanical criticks, who'tell us' the Poets have not
rightly followed the traditions of Antiquity, in metamorphofing the fifters
of Phaiton into Poplars, who ought to have been turned into Larch-
trees; for that it is this Kind-of tree whichilieds a Gum,andis comnfmnlg

oun
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found on the banks of the Po. The change of Cycnus into a Swan,
which clofes up the difafters of Phaeton’s family, was wrought on  the
fame place where the fifters were turned into trees. ‘F'he defcriptions
that Pirgil and Owvid have made of it cannot be fufficiently admired.

Claudian has fet off his defcription of the Eridanns, with all the poeti-
cal ftories that have been made of it.

c———Ille caput placidis fublime fluentis
Extulit, et totis lucem [pargentia ripis ‘
Aurea roranti micuerunt cornua vultu,

Now illi madidum vulgaris Arundine crinem
Velar bonos, rami caput umbravere virentes ‘
Heliadum, totifque fluunt eleétra capillis.

Palla tegit latos bumeros, currugue paterno

Intextus Phaéton glancos incendit amictus :

Fultague futb gremio calatis nobilis aftris

Aitherium probat urna decus. Namgue omnia luitss

Argumenta fui Titan fignavit Olympo,

Mutatumque fenem plumis, et fronde forores,

Et fluvium, nati qui vulwera lavit anbels.

Stat gelidis Auriga plagis, veftigia fratris

Germane fervant Hyades, Cycnigque fodalis

Lacteus extentas afpergit circulus alas,

Stellifer Evidanus finuatis fluctibus errans.

Clara noti convexa rigat.——— Claudian. de Sexto Conf. Honorii,

His head above the floods he gently rear’d,
And as he rofe his golden horns appear’d,
‘T'hat en the forehead fhone divinely bright,
And o'er the banks diffus’d a yellow light:
No interwoven Reeds a garland made, I
To hide his brows within-the vulgar fhade, :
But Poplar wreaths around his temples fpread,
And tears of Amber trickled .down his head:
A fpacious-veil from, his broad fhoulders flew,
That fet th’unhappy Phacton to view :
The flaming Chariot and the Steeds.it: fhow’d, ’
And the whole Fable in the mantle glow'd:
Beneath his arm an Urn fupported lyes
With ftars embellifh’d, and fictitious sKies.
For
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For Titan, by the mighty lofs difmay’d,
Among the Heav'ns th’immortal fa& difplay’d,
Left the remembrance of his grief fhould fail,
And in the Conftellations wrote his tale.
A Swan in memory of Cycuis fhines;
The mourning Sifters weep in Watry figns;

+i The burning Charioty and the Charioteer,
In bright Bodres and his Wane appear ;
Whillt in a Track of Light the Watets run,
That waflvd the body of 'his blafted fon,

The river Po gives a name to the chief ftreet of Twriny which fronts
the Duke’s Palace, and, when finithed, will be one of the nobleft in fraly
for itslength. There is one convenience in this City thatI never obferved in
any other, and which makes fome amends for the badnefs of the pave-
ment.. By the help of a river that runs on the upper fide of the town
they can convey a lictle fiream of water through all the moft confidera-
ble ftreets, which ferves t6 . cleanfe the gutters, and carries away all the
filth: that is fwept into it. ‘The manager opens his fluice every night; and
diftributes the water into what quarters of the town he pleafes. Befides
the ordinary convefiience that arifes fromt, it is of great ufe when a fire
chances to break outy for at a féW minutes warhing' they’ have a little ri-
ver Tunning by the very wall of the houfe that is burning. The Court
of Turin isreckoned the moftfplendid and polite of anyin T£aly ; but by
reafon of its being ia moutaing, I could not fee itin its magnificence. The
common people of this flate are more exafperated againft the Fremch
than even the reft of the Jzalians.  For the great mifchiefs they have fuf-
fered from them are fiill fiefh wpon their ‘memories, and notwithitanding
this interval of peace, one may eafily trace out the feveral marcheswhich
the French armies have made through' their country, by the ruine and
defolation they haveleft behind them. I paffed through Piemont and Sa-
vy, at a time when the Duke was forced, by the neceffity of hié affairs,
to be in alliance with the French. '

I came direétly from Tarin to Geneva, and had a very eafie journey
over mount Cennis, though abovt the beginning of December, the fnows
baving not yet fallen. On the top of this high mountain is a large Plain,
and in the midft of the plain a beautiful Lake, which would be very ex-
traordinary were there'not feveral mountains in the neighbourhood rifing

over it. The Inhabitants thereabout pretend that it is unfathomable,
Vou. II. X and




=

e Gy il

| -I..Ii L3l '.’"I:-

i 1ira

it 4 %

A il

el

"R
EAUNSIRY
L

s -

et

154 Bolomiay Modenas Parmas Turin, &c.

and I queftion not but the waters of it fill upra deep valley, before they
come to a level with'the furface of the plain, It is well ftocked with
Trouts, though they fay it is covered with Ice three quarters of the year,

There is nothing in the natural face of zafy that is more delightful to
a traveller, than the {everal Lakes which are difperfed up and down
among the many breaks and hollows of the Alpes and Appennines. For
as thefe vaft heaps of mountains are thrown together with fo much irre-
gularity and confufion, they form a great variety of hollow bottoms, that
often lye in the figure of fo many artificial Bafins; where, if any foun-
tains chance to rife, they naturally fpread themfelves into Lakes before
they can find any iffue for their waters. The ancient Romans took a
great deal of pains to hew out a paffage for thefe Lakes ‘to difcharge
themf{elves into fome neighbouring river, for the bettering of the air, or
the recavering of the foil that lay underneath them. The draining of the
Fucinus by the Emperor Claundius, with the prodigious multitude of {pe-
tators who attended it, and the famous Newmachia and fplendid enter-
tainment which were made upon it before the {luces were opened, is a
known piece of hiftory. Inall our journey through the Adipes, as well
when we climbed as when we defcended them, we had ftill a river run-
ring along with the road, that probably at firft occafioned the difcovery
of this paffage. - I fhall end this chapter with a defcription of the A/pes,
as I did the laft with thofe of the .Appennines. The Poet perhaps wounld

. not have taken notice, that there is no {fpring nor fummer on thefe moun-

tains, but becaufe in this refpectthe A/pes are quite different from the Ap-
pennines, which have as delightful green fpots among them as anyin Jzaly,

Cunéta gelu candque aternim grandine tecla,
Arque zvi glaciem cobibent : rviget ardua montis
itherit facies, furgentigue obvia ‘Phabe.
Duratus nefcit flammis mollire pruinas.
Quantum T artareus regui pallentis hiatus

Ad manes imos atque atre flagua paludis

A fupera tellure patet: tam longa per auras-
Erigitur tellus, et celum intercipit umbrd.
Niullum ver ufquam, nullique aftatis honores 3
Sola jugis habitar diris, fedefgue tuetur
Perpetuas deformis. hyems: illa undique nubes
Huc atras agit et mixtos cum. g?"m.:a'iye nimbos:
Nam cupili flatus veutique furentia regna.

b
By
L
o
L




Boloniay Modena, Parmas Turin, &c. 145

" Alpind pofuere domo, caligat in altis
\Qbtutus [axis, abeuntque in nubila montes. Sil-de. L. 3.

Stiff with eternal Ice, and hid Snow,

That fell a thoufand centuries ago,

The mountain {tands; nor can the rifing fun
Unfix her frofts, and teach 'em how to run:
Deep as the dark infernal waters lye

From the bright regions of the chearful sky,

So far the proud afcending rocks invade

Heav'ns upper realms, and caft a dreadful fhade : :
No {pring, nor fummer, oh the mountain feen,
Smiles with gay fruits, or with delightful green ;
But hoary winter, unadorn’d and bare,

Dwells in the dire retreat; and freczes there 5
There fhe affembles all her blackeft ftorms,

And the rude hail in rattling tempefts forms;
Thither the loud tumultuous winds refort,

And on the mountain keep their boift'rous court,
That in thick thow’rs her rocky fummet throwds,
And darkens all the broken view with clouds.

GENEV A and the LAKE.

EAR St. falian \n Savey the Alpes begin to enlarge themfelves
N on all fides, and open into a vaft circuit of ground, which in re-

{peét of the other parts of the AJpes may pafs for a plain champi-
an country. This extent of lands, with the Leman Lake, would make
one of the prettieft and moft defenfible dominions in - Eurgpe, was it all
thrown into a fingle ftate, and had Geweve for its metropolis. But there
are three powerful neighbours who divide among them the greateft part
of this fruitful country. The Duke of Szvoy has the Chablais, and all

the fields that lye beyond the 4rwve, as far as to the Eclufe. The King
X 2 of
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