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Fribonrg, Berne, Soleurves Zuvich,
St. Gaul, Lindaw, &c.

ROM Geneva I travelled to Laufanne, and thence to Fribourg,
F which is but a mean town for the capital of fo large a Canton:

Its fituation is fo irregular, that they are forced to climb up to fe-
veral parts of it by ftair-cafes of a prodigious afcent. This inconvenience
however gives them a very great commodity in cafe a fire breaks out in
any part of the town, for by reafon of feveral refervoirs on the tops of
thefe mountains, by the opening of a {luce they convey a river into what
part of the town they pleafe. They have four churches, four convents of
women, and asmany for men. The little chappel, called the Sa/ztation,
is very neat; and built with a pretty faney. The college of Jefuits 1s, they
fay, the fineft in Switzerland, There is a great deal of room in it, and
{everal beautiful views from the different parts of it. They have a col-
leétion of pictures reprefenting moft of the Fathers of their order, who
have been eminent for their piety or learning. Among the reft many
Engli/b men whom we name Rebels, and they Martyrs. Henry Garnet’s
infcription fays, That when the hereticks could not prevail with him, ei-
ther by force or promifes, to change his religion, they hanged and quar-
tered him. At the Capuchins 1 faw the Efcargatoire, which I took the
more notice of becaufe I do not remember to have met with any thing
of the fame in other countries. It is a {quare place boarded in, and filled
with a vaft quantity of large Snails, that are efteemed excellent food
when they are well drefled.  The floor is ftrowed about half a foot deep
with feveral kinds of plants, among which the Snails neftle all the winter
feafon. When Lent arrives they open their magazines, and take out of
them the beft Meagre food in the world, for there is no difh of fifh that
they reckon comparable to a Ragofit of Snails.
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About two leagues from Fribourg we went to fee a Hermitage, that is
reckoned the greateft curiofity of thefe parts. It lyes in the prettieft fo-
litude imaginable, among woods and rocks, which at firlt fight difpofe
a man to be ferious. There has lived in it a Hermite thefe five and
rwenty years, who with his own hands has worked in the rock a pretty
Chapel, a Saeriftie, a Chamber, Kitchin, Cellar, and other conveniences,
His chimney is carryed up through the whole rock, fo'that you fee the
sky through it, notwithftanding the rooms lye very deep. He has cut
the fide of the rock into a flat for a garden, and by laying on it the wafte
carth that he has found in feveral of the neighbouring parts, .has made
fuch a fpot of ground of it as furnifhes out a kind of luxury for a Her-
mite. - As he faw drops of water diftilling from feveral parts of the rock,
by following the veins of them, he has made himfelf two or three foun-
tains in the bowels of the mountain, that ferve his table, and water his
lictle garden.

We had very bad ways from hence to Berne, a great part of them
through woods of Fir-trees. The great quantity of timber they have in
this country makes them mend their high-ways with wood inftead of
flone. I could not but take notice of the Make of feveral of their Barns
I here faw. After having laid a frame of wood for the foundation, they
place at the four corners of it four huge blocks, cut in fuch a fhape as
neither Mice nor any other fort of vermin can creep up the fides of them,
at the fame time that they raife the corn above the moifture that might
come into it from the ground. The whole weight of the barn is fup-
ported by thefe four blocks.

What pleafed me moft at Berse was their publick walks by the Great
Church. They are raifed extremely high, and that their weight might
not break down the walls and pilafters which furround them, they are
built upon arches and vaults. Though they are, 1 believe, as high as moft
fteeples in England from the ftreets and gardens that lye at the foot of
them, yet about forty years ago a perfon in his drink” fell down from the
very top to the bottom, without doing himfelf any other hurt than the
breaking of an arm. He dy’d about four years ago. There is the no-
bleft fummer-profped in the world from this walk, for you have a full
view of a huge range of mountains that lye in the country of the Grifins,
and are bury’'d in Snow. They are about twenty five leagues diftance
from the town, though by reafon of their height and their colour they
feem much nearer. The cathedral church ftands on one fide of thefe
walks, and is perhaps the moft magnificent of any Proteflant church in
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Europe out of Lngland. - 10 isa very -bold, werk, and a mafter-picce in
Gothic Architeture: : s s ivitar

I faw the Arfenal of Berne, where they fay there are arms for twenty
thoufand men. - There is indeed no 'great pleafure in vifiting thefe ma-
gazines of war after one has feen two or:three of them, yet it is very
well worth a Traveller’s while to loek into-all that lye in his way ; for
befides the Idea it gives him of the Forces of a ftate, it {ferves tofix in his
mind the moft confiderable parts of its Hiftory. Thus in that of Geneva
one meets with the Ladders, Petard, and other utenfils which were made
ufe of in their famous Efcalade, befides the weapons they took of the
Savoyards, Florentines, and Frewch in the feveral battles mentioned in
their hiftory.: In this of Bérne you have.the figure and armour of the
Count' who founded the town, of the famous 7e//, who is reprefented
as fhooting at the Appie on his fon’s head. The ftoryis too well known
to be repeated in this place. I here likewife faw the figure and armour
of him that headed the Peafants in the war upon Ber#e, with the feveral
weapons which were found in the hands of his- followers. They fhow
too abundance of arms that they took from the Burgundians in the three
great battles which eftablifhed them in their liberty, and deilroyed the
Great Duke of Burgundy himfelf, with the braveft of his fubjeéts, I
faw nothing remarkable in the chambers where the Council meet, nor in
the fortifications of the town. Thefe laft were made on occafion of the
Peafants infurreétion, to defend the place for the future againft the like
fudden affaults. = In their Library I obferved a couple of antique figures
in metal, of a Prieft pouring wine between the horns of a Bull. The
Prieft is veiled after the manner of the old Roman {acrificers, and is re-
prefented in the fame aftion that Firgi/ defcribes in the third ZEneid.

Ipfa tenens dextrd pateram pulcherrima Dido
Candentis vacce media inter cornua fundit.

This antiquity was found at Laufanne.

The town of Berne is plentifully furnifhed with water, there being a
great multitude of handfome fountains planted at fet diftances from one
end of the {treets to the other. There isindeed no country in the world
better fupplyed with water, than the feveral parts of Switzeriand that I
travelled through. One meets every where 1n the roads with fountains
continually running into huge Troughs that ftand underneath them,
which is wonderfully commodious in a country that fo much abounds

with horfes and cattle, It has fo many fprings breaking out of the fides
of
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f the hills, and fuch valt quantities of wood to make Pipes of, ‘that it
is no wonder they are fo well ftocked with fountains.

On the road bétween Berse and Svlenrre there isa mohument erected
by the Reépublick of Berwe, which tells us the ftory of an Englifb-man,
Who is nét to be met with in any of our-own writers. The. infcription
is in Latin veric on one fide of the ftone, and in German on the other
I had not time to copy it, but the fubftanceof it is this.~ « One Cuffi-
-« g5, an Englifp-man, to whom the Duke of Anftria had given his
& Sifter in marriage, came to take her from among the Swifs by force of
« arme, but after having ravaged the country for fome time, he was here
% overthrown by the Canton of Berne.

Soleurve is ur next confiderible town that feemed to me to have a
syeater ait of politenefs than any I faw i Swirzerland.  The French
Atitbaflador has his rekidence in this place. ~ His Mafter contributed a
great farh 'of mony to the Jefuits church, which is not yet quite finifhed.
It is the fineft modern building in Skeizzerdand. The old cathedral
charch ftood not far from it. - At the afcent that leads to it are a couple
of antique pillars which belonged to an old heathen temple, dedica-
ted to Hermes: They feem Tuféan by their proportion. The whole for-
tification of Selearre is faced with marble. ~But its beft fortifications are
the high ‘mountains that lye within its neighbourhood, and feparate it
from the Franche Compte.

The next &ay’s journey carried us through other parts of the Canton
.of Berue, to the little town of Meldingen. | was furprifed to find in all
my road through Switzerldnd, the Wine that grows in the country of
Vand on thebordersof :the Lake of Geneva, which is very cheap, not-
withftanding the greut ‘diftance between the vineyards and the ‘towns
that fell the wine. But the navigable rivers of Switzerland are as.com-
modious to them in this refpeét, as the fea is to the Eng/i/b. Asfoon as
the vintage is over, they fhip off their wine upon the Lake, which fur-
nithes all the towns that lye upon its borders. What they defign for o-
ther parts of the country they unload at #evy, and after about half a
day’s Tand-carriage convey it into the river Aur, which brings it down
the ftreamh to Berke, Solewrre, and, in a word, diftributes it fhmugh all
the richeft parts of Switzerland; as it is eafie to guefs from the firft fight
of the Map, which fhows us the natural communication Providence has
formed between the many Rivers and Lakes of a country that is at fo
great a diftance from the fea, The Canton of Berne is reckoned as pow-
etful asall the reft together. They can fend a hundred theufand men in-

to
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¢o the field; though the {oldiers of the Catholick Cantons, who are much
poOTeT, and therefore forced to enter oftner intp foreign armies, are more
efteemed than the Proreftants.

We lay one night at Meldingen, which is a little Romanr Catholick
town with one church, and no conwvent. ' It is a Republick of it {elf un-
der the protection of the'eight ancient Cantons. 'There are in it a hun-
dred Bourgeois, and about a thoufand Souls. Their government is mo-
delled after the fame manner with that of the Cantons, as mmeh as {o
{mall a community can imitate thofe of folarge an extent. For thisrea-
fon though they have very little bufinefs to do, they have all the variety of
councils and oflicers that are to' be met with in the greater {lates. They
have a town-houfe to meet in, adorned with the arms of the eight Can-
tons their protettors. ~They have three Councils, the Great Council of
fourteen; the Little Council of ten, and the Privy Council of three. The
chief of the State are the two Avoyers: When I was there, the reigning
Avoyer; or the Doge of the Commonwealth, was fon to the Inn where.
I was lodgeds his Father having enjoyed the fame honours before him.
His revenue amounts to about thirty pound a year, - The {everal Councils
meet every Thurfday upon affairs of State, fuch as the reparation of a
Trough, the mending of a Pavement, or any the like matters of impors
tance. - The river that runs chrough their dominions puts themn to the
charge of a very large bridge, that is all made of wood, and coped over
head, like the reft in' Switzerdand. ' Thofe that travel over it pay a cer-
tain ‘due towards ‘the maintenance of this bridge. 'And as the: French
Ambaflador has ‘often occafion to pafs this way, his Mafter gives the town
a penfion of twenty pound fterling, which makes them extremely indu-
firious to raife all the men they can forhisfervice, and keeps this power-
ful Republick firm to the Freach intereft. You may be fure the prefer-
ving of the bridge, with the regulation of the dues arifing from it, is the
grand affair that cuts out employment for the feveral councjls of State.
They have a fmall village belonging tothem, whither they punétually fend a
Bailiff for the diftribution of juftice ; Jin imitation fiill of the Great Cantons.
There are three other ‘towns that have the fame privileges and proteétors.

We dined the next day at Zurich, that is prettily fitnated on the out-
let of the Lake, and is reckoned the handfomeft town in Swirzeriend.
The chief places {hown to ftrangers are the Arfenal, the Library, and the
Town-houfe. This laft is but lately finithed, and is a very fine pile of
building. The Frontifpiece has pillars of -a beautiful black marble ftreak-
ed with white, which is found in the neighbouring mountains. The

cham-
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chambers for the feveral Councils, with the other apartments are very
neat. The whole building is indeed fo well defigned, that it would make
a good figure even in fzafy. It is pity they have fpoiled the beauty of
the walls with abundance of childilh La¢iz {entences, that confilt often
in a jingle of words. I have indeed obferved in feveral infcriptions of
this country, that your men of learning here are extremely delighted in
playing little tricks with words and figures; for your .S'w':ﬁ wits are naot
yet got out of Anagram and Acroftick. The Library is a very large
room, pretty well filled.. Opver it is another room furnithed with feveral
artificial and natural curiofities. I faw in it a huge Map of the country
of Zurich drawn with a Penfily where they {ee every particular fountain
and hillock in their dominions. - I ran over their cabinet of Medals, but
do not remember to have met with any init that are extraordinary rare,
The Arfenal is better than that of Berue, and they fay has arms for thirty
thoufand men.

At about a day’s journey from Zurich we entered -on the ter
ritories - of the Abbot of St.Gawl.. They are four hours riding in
breadth, and twelve in length., The Abbot can rade in it an army of
twelve thoufand men well armed and exercifed. He is foveraign of the
whole country, and under the prote&ion of the Cantons of Zurich, Lu-
verne, Glaris and Switz. ~ He is always chofen out of the Abby of Bexne-
dictines at St.Gaul. EwvevyFather and Brother of the convent has a voice
in the eleétion, which muit afterwards be confirmed by the Pope. The
lat Abbot was Cardinal Sfondratz, who wasadvanced to the Purple about
two years before his death. The Abbot takes the advice and confent
of his Chapter before he enters on any matter of importance, as the levy-
ing of a tax, or declaring of a war. His chief Lay-officer is the Grand
Maitre d Flitel, or High-fteward of the houfhold, who is named by the
Abbot, 'and has the management: of all affairs under him. . There are fe-
veral other Judges and diftributers of juftice appointed for the feveral
parts of his dominions, from whom  there always lyes an appeal to the
Prince. His refidenceis generally at the Bewned:étine Convent at St. Gaul,
notwithftanding the town of St. Ganl is alittle Proteftant Republick, whol-
ly independent of the Abbot, and-under the protection of: the Cantons.

One would wonder to {fee fo many rich Bourgeeis in the town of St. Gawi,
and fo very few poor people in a place that has {carce any lands belong-
ing to it, and little or no income but what arifcs from its trade.  But the
great {upportand richesof this little ftate is its Linnen manufacture, which
employs almolt all ages and .conditions of its Inhabitants:. 'The whele
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country-about them, furnifhes them with vaft quantities of flax, out of
which they are {aid to make yearly forty thoufand pieces of linfén cloth,
reckoning two hundred ells.to the piece.. Some of their manufa&ure is
as finely wrought as any that can be met with in Holland; for they have
excellent Artizans,and great commodities for whitening. All the fields
about the town were fo covered with their manufacture, that coming in
the dusk -of the evening we miftook them for a lake. . They fend off
their works upon Mules into Italy, Spain, Germany, and all the adjacent
countries. They reckon in the town of St. Gaw/, and in the houfes that
Iye {cattered about it, near ten thoufand Souls, of which there are fix-
teen hundred Bourgeois. They chufe their Councils and Burgo-mafters
out of the body of 'the Bourgeois, as in the other governments of Swiz-
Zerdand, which are every where of the fame nature, the difference lying
only inthe numbers of fuch as are employed in ftate-affairs, which are
proportioned to the grandeur of the States that employ them. The Ab-
by and the T'own bear a great averfion to one another; but in the gene-
ral Diet of the Cantons their Reprefentatives fit together, and aéby con-
cert, - The Abbot deputes his Grand Maitre d' Hitel, andthe Town one
of its Burgo-mafters. ; .

About four years ago the Town and Abby would have come to an open
rupture, had' it not been timely prevented by the interpofition of their
common protectors.  The occafion was this. A Bewedictine Moeonk; in
one of their annual proceflions, carried his. Crofsereéted through the
town with a train of three or four thoufand Peafants following him
They had no fooner ‘entered the Convent but the whole town was in a
tumult, occafioned by the infolence of the Prieft, who, contrary to all
precedents, had prefumed to carry his Crofsin that manner, The Bour-
geois immediately put themfelves in arms, and drew down four pieces of
their cannon to the gates of the Convent..- The proceflion to efcape the
fury of the citizens durft not return by the way it came, but after the de-
votions: of the Monks were finithed, pafled out at a back-door of the
Convent, that immediately led into the Abbot’s territories. The Abbor
on his part raifes an army, blocks up the town on the fide that faces his
dominions, and forbids his {ubjeéts to furnifh it with any of their commo-

_ dities. ‘While things were juil ripe for a- war, the Cantons, their prote-

€tors, interpofed as Umpires: in the quarrel, condemning the Town that
had appeared too. forward in the difpute to-a fine of two  thoufand
crowns; and enadting at the fame time, that as foon as any proceflion en-
tered their walls, the Prieft fhould let the Crofs hang about his neck
Your. IL. Z without
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without touching it with either hand, ’till he came within the precinds
of the Abby. The Citizens could bring into the field near two thoufand
men well exercifed, and armed to the beit advantage, with which they
fancy they could make head againft cwelve or fifteen thoufand Peafants,
for fo many the Abbot could eafily raife in his terricories. But the Pro.
teftant fubjeéts of the Abby, who they fay make up a good third of its
people, would probably, in cafe of a war, abandon the caufe of their
Prince for that of their Religion. The town of St. Gax/ has an Arfenal,
Library, Town-houfes, and Churches, proportionable to the bignefs of the
State, It is well enough fortified to refift any fudden actack, and to give
the Cantons time to come to their afliftance. The Abby is by no means fo
magnificent as one would expe¢t from its endowments. ‘The Church is
one huge Nef with a double Aifle to it. At each end is a large Quire.
The one of them is fupported by vait pillars of ftone, cafed over witha
compofition that looks the moft like marble of any thing one can ima.
gine, On the cieling and walls of the church are lifts of Saints, Martyrs,
Popes, Cardinals, Arch-bifhops, Kings, and Queens, that have been of the
Benedictine order. There are feveral piétures of fuch as have been di-
ftinguithed by their Birth, Sanétity, or Miracles, with infcriptions that let
you into the name and hiftory of the perfons reprefented. I have often
wifhed that fome traveller would take the pains to gather all the modem
Infcriptions which ave to be met with in Reman Catholick countries, as
Gruter and others have copyed out the ancient Heathen monuments.
Had we two or three volumes of ‘this nature, without any of the colle-
&or’s own reflections, I am fure there is nothing in the world could give
a clearer Idea of the Roman Catholick religion, nor expofe more the pride
vanity and felf-intereft of Convents, the abufe of Indulgencies, the folly and
impertinence of Votaries, and in fhort the fuperftition, credulity, and
childifhnefs, of the Reman Catholick religion. One might #ill feveral
fheets at St. Gaul, as there are few confiderable Convents or Churches
that would not afford large contributions.

As the King of France diftributes his penfions through all the parts of
Swit werland,the Town and Abby of St. Gau/ come in too for their fhare.
T'o the firlt he gives five hundred crowns per Annum, and to the other 2
thoufand. 'This penfion has not been paid thefe three years, which they
attribute to their not acknowledging the Duke of Awjon for King of
Spair. The Town and Abby of St. Gau/ carry a Bear for their arms.
The Roman Catholicks have this Bear's memory in very great veneration,
and reprefent him as the firft convert their Saint made in the ‘country.

One
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One of the moft learned of the Benediétine Monks gave me the follow-
ing hiftory of him, which he delivered to me with tears of affe@ion in
his eyes. “St. Gaul, it feems, whom .they «call the great Apoftle of Ger-
« many, found all this country little better than a vait defart. As he was
« walkingin it on'a very cold dayhechanced to meeta Bear in his way.
« The Saint, inftead of being ftartled at the renvounter; ordered the Bear
“ to bring hima bundle of wood, and make him a fire. The Bear ferved
« him to thebeft of his ability,and at his departure was commanded by the
« Saint toretire into the very depth of the woods,and there to pafs the
« peft of his life without ever hurting man or bealt. From this time, fays
« the Monk, the Bear lived irreproachably, and ebferved to his dying day
# the orders that the Saint had given him.

I have often confidered, with a great deal of pleafure, the profound
peace and tranquillity that reigns in Switzerland and its alliances. It is
very wonderful to fee fuch a knot of governments, which are {o divided
among themfelves in matters of religion, maintain fo uninterrupted an
wnion and correfpondence, that no one of themis for invading the rights
of another, but remains content within the bounds of its firlt eftablifh-
ment. ‘This, I think, muft be chiefly afcribed to the nature of the peo-
ple, and the conftitution of their governments. Were the Swi/s anima-
ted by zeal or ambition, fome or other of their States would immediate-
ly break in upon the reft; or were the States fo many Principalities, they
might often have an ambitious Soveraign at'the head of them, that would

‘embroil his neighbours, and facrifice the repofe of his fubjeéts to his own

glory. But as the Inhabitants of thefe countries are naturally of a heavy
phlegmatick temper, if any of their leading members have more fire and
fpirit than comes to their ‘fhare, it is quickly tempered by the coldnefs
and moderation of the reft who fit at the helm withithem. To this we
may add, that the #ipes is the worft fpot of ground in the world to make
conquefts in, a great part-of its governments being fo naturally intrenched
among woods and mountains. However it be, we find no fuch difor-
dersamong them as one would expectin fuch a multitude of States; for
as foon as any publick rupture happens, it is immediately clofed up by
the ' moderation and good offices of the reft that interpofe.

As all the confiderable governments among the Apes are Common-
wealths, foindeed it is a conftitution the moft adapted of any other to

-the poverty and barrennefs of thefe countries. We may fee only. in a

neighbouring government the ill confequences of having a defpotic

Prince; in a ftate that is moft of it compofed of rocks and mountains ;
B for
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for notwithftanding there is a vaft extent of lands, and many of them bet-
ter than thofe of the Swifs and Griféns, the common people among the
latter are much more at their eafe, and in a greater affluence of all the
conveniences of life. A Prince’s court eats too much into the income
of a poor State, and generally introduces a kind of luxury and magnifi-
cence, that fets every particular perfon upon making a higher figure in
his ftation than is confiltent with his revenue.

It is the great endeavour of the feveral Cantons of Switzerland, to
banith from among them every thing that looks like pomp or fuperflui-
ty. ‘To thisend the Minifters are always preaching, and the Governors
putting out Edicts againft dancing, gaming, entertainments, and fine
cloaths. This is become more neceflary in fome of the governments,
“fince there are {o many Refugees fettled among them; for though the
Proteftants in France affeét ordinarily a greater plainnefs and fimplicity of
manners, than thofe of the fame quality who are of the Raman Catholick
Communion, they have however too much of their country-gallantry for
the “genius and conftitution of Swizzerland. Should drefling, feafting,
and balls, once get among the Cantons, their military roughnefs would be
quickly lofl, their tempers would grow too foft for their climate, and their
expences out-run their incomes; befides that the materials for their luxury
muft be brought from other nations, which would immediately ruine
a country that has few commodities of its own to export; and is not
over-ftocked with ‘mony. Luxury indeed wounds a Republick in its
very vitalsy as its natural confequences are rapine, avarice, and injuftice ;
for the more mony a man {pends, the more muft he endeavour to aug-
ment his ftock ; which at laft fets the liberty and votes of a Common-
wealth to fale; if they find any foreignPower that is able to pay the price
of them. ' We fee no where the pernicious effects of luxury on a Repub-
liek more than in that of the ancient: Romians, who immediately found
it felf poor as foon:as this vice got footing among them, though they
were poffefled of all the riches in the world. We find in the beginnings
and increafes of their Common-wealth firange inftances of the contempt
of mony, becaufe indeed they were utter ftrangers to the pleafures that
might be procured by it; ‘or in other words, becaufe they were wholly
ignorant'of the arts.of luxury. - But-affoon as they once entered ito a
tatte of pleafure, politenefs, and magnificence, they fell ‘into:a thoufand
violences, confpiracies, and divifions, that threw them into all the difor-
dets imaginable, and terminated in the utter {ubverfion of the Common-
wealthio It is no wonder therefore the poor Common-wealths of Swir-

' zerland
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zerland are ever labouring at the {fupprefling and prohibition of every
thing that may introduce, vanity and luxury. Befides the feveral fines
that are fet upon Plays, Games, Balls and Feaflings, they have many
cuftoms among them which yery much contribute to the keeping up of
their ancient fimplicity. The Bourgeois, who arc at the head of the
governments, are obliged to appear at all their publick affemblies in a
black Cloak and a Band. ; The womens drefs is very. plain, thofe of the
beit quality wearing nothing on their heads generally but Furs, which are
to be met with in their own country. . The perfons of different qualities
in both fexes are indeed allowed their different ornaments, but thefe are
enerally fuch as are by no means coftly, being rather defigned as marks
of diftin¢tion than to make a figure. ‘The chief Officers of Berwe, for
example, are known by the Crowns of their hats, which are much deep-
er than thofe of an inferior charatter. The peafants are generally cloath-
ed in a.coarfe kind of Canvas, that is the manufacture of the country.
‘Their holy-day cloaths go from Father to Son, and are feldom worn outs
‘till the fecond or third generation : So that it is common enough to fee

a countryman in the Doublet and Breeches of his Great. grand-father.
- Geneva 1s much politer than Swizzeriand, or any: of its allies, and is
therefore looked; upon as the Court of the 4lpes, whither the Proteftant
Cantons often fend their children to improve themfelves in language and
education. . The Gewrevois have been very much refined, or, as others will
_haveit,corrupted by the converfation of the French Protellants, who make
vp almoft a third of their People. It is certain they have very much for-
_gotten the advice that Celvin gave them in a great Council a little be-
fore his death, when he recommended to them, above all things, an ex-
.emplary modefty and humility, and as great a fimplicity in their manners
asin their religion. W hether or no they have done well, to fet up for
-making another kind of figure, Time will witnefs. There are feveral
that fancy the great fums they have remitted into Jraly, though by this
means they make their court to the King of France at prefent, may {fome
time or other give him inclination to become the mafter of fo wealthy acity.
As this collection of liftle States abounds more in paflurage than in
corn, they are all provided with their publick granaries, and have the
humanity to furnifh one another in, publick exigencies, when the fear-
city is not univerfal. As the adminiftration of affairs. relating to, thefe
publick granaries is not very different in any of the particular govern-
ments, I fhall content my felf to fet down the rules obferved in it by
,fh’clliulle_ Common-wealth of .Geneva, in which I had more time to
in-
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inform my felf of the particulars than '1_n any other. There are three
of the Little Council deputed for this oftice. "They are obliged to keep
together a provifion fufficient to feed the people at leaft two years,
cale of war or famine. They mufl take care to fill their magazines in
times of the greateft plenty, that fo they may afford chieaper, and increafe
the publick revenue at a {fmall expence of its members. None of the
thfee managers muit, upon any pretence, furnifh the granaries from his
own fields, that fo they may have no temptation to pay too great a price,
or put any bad corn upon the publick. They rhuft buy up no corn grow-
ing within twelve miles of Gemeve, that fo the filling themr magazines
may not prejudice their market, and raife the price of their provifions at
home.  ‘That fuch a colleétion of corn may not {poil in keeping, all the
Tans and Publick-houfes are obliged to furnifh themfelves o of it, by
which means is raifed the moft confiderable branch of the publick reve-
nues: the corn being fold out at a much dearer rate than 'tis bought up.
So that the greateft income ‘of the Common-wealth, which pays the pen-
fions of tholt of its Officers and Minifters, 1s raifed on firangers and tra-
vellers, or fich of their own body as have mony ehough to fpend at Ta.
verns and Publick-houfes.

It ‘is'the cuftom in ‘Geneva and Switzerland to divide their eftates e-
qually among all their children, by which means every one lives at his
eafe without ‘¢rowing dangerous to the Republick, for as foon as an over-
grown eftate falls into the hands of ‘one that has many children, it isbro-
ken into fo many portions as render the fliarers of it rich ‘enough, with-
out taifing them too much above the level of the reft. This is'abfolute-
Iy neceflary in'thefe Jittle Republicks, where the tich merchants live very
much within their eftates, and by heaping up vaft {ums from year to year
might become formidable ‘to the reft of ‘their fellow-citizens, and break
the equality, which is'fo neceflary in' thefe kinds of governments, were
there not means found ‘out to ditribute their wealth among feveral méem-
bers of their Republick. At Geneva, for inflanice, are merchants recko-
ned worth twenty hundred thoufand crowns, though, perhaps, there is
not ‘one of them who fpends to the value of five hundred pounds a
year. e

Though the Proteftants ‘and Papifts know very well ‘that it is their
common interelt to keep a’fteady neutrality in all 'the ‘wars between
thie States of Ewrape, they cannot forbear fiding with 4 party in their dif-
courfe. The Catholicks are'zealous for the French King, as the Prote-
ftants do not a little glory in the‘riches, power, and good “fuccefs of the

Englifn
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Englifb and Dutch, whom they look uponias the bulwarks of the Refor-
mation. The Minifters, inparticular, have often preached againt fuch of
their fellow-{ubjects as enter into the troops of the frexch King; but fo
long as the Swi/s fee their intereft in ir, their poverty will always hold
them fatt vo his fervice. - They have indeed the exercife of their religi-
on, and" their Minifters with them, which is the more remarkable; becaule
the very fame Prince refufed even thofe of the church of England, who

-followed their Maiter to St. Germains, the publick exercife of their re-

ligion.

Before I leave Switseriand I cannot but obferve, that the notion of
Witcheraft reigns very much in this country. [ have often been tired
with accounts of this nature from very fenfible men, who are moft of them
furnithed with  matters of faé which have happened, as they pretend,
within the compafs of their own knowledge. It is certain there have
been many executions on this account, as in the Canton of Berune there
were fome put to death during my ftay at Gemeva. The people are fo
univerfally infatuated with the notion, that'if a Cow fallsfick, itis ten to
one but an old woman is clapt up in prifon for it,and if the poor crea-
ture chance to think her felf a witeh, the whole country is for hanging
her up without mercy. One finds indeed the fame humour prevail in
moft of the rocky barren parts of Ewrope. 'Whether it be that poverty
and ignorance, which are generally the produdis .of thefe countries, may
really engage a wretch in fuch dark praétices, or' whether or no'the fame
principles may not render the peoplé foo credulous,; and perhaps too eafy

10 get rid of fome of their unprofitable'members.

A great-affair that employs the §wi/F politicks at prefent is the Prince
of Comtd's fucceflion to the Dutchefs of Nemowrs in the government of
Neuf-Charel.  ‘The Inhabitants of NewufCbarel can by no means think of
{ubmitting themfelves'to 4 Prince'who is'a Roman Catholick, and a fub-
ject of Framce. They were very attentive to his conduét in the principa-
lity of Orange, which they did not queftion but he would rule with all
the mildnefs and moderation imaginable, as it would be the beft meansin
the world to recommend him to NewfiChatel. But notwithftanding it
was fo much his intereft to manage his Proteltant fubjeéts in the country,
and the ftrong affurances he had given them in proteéting them in all their
privileges, and particularly in the free exercife of their religion, he made
over his Principality in a very little time for a fum of mony to the King
of France. 1t is indeed generally believed the Prince of Comsz would
rather {till have kept his-title to Orange, but the fame refpeét which in-
. duced
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duced him to quit this government, might at another time termpt him to
giveup that of Newf-Chatelon the like conditions. < The King of Pruft
fia‘lays in his claim for Neuf-Chately as he did for the Principality of O-
mngé, and it is probable would be more acceptable to the Inhabitants
than the other: but [hey are gen{-_‘l‘a“y dii_POde to declare themfelves a
Free Common-wealth, after the death of the Dutchefls of Nemours, if the
Swife will fupport them. - The Proteftant. Cantons feem. much inclined
to ailift them, which they may very well do, in cafe the Dutchefs dies
whillt the King of France has his hands {o full of bufinefs on all fides of
him, It certainly very much concerns them not to fuffer the French
King to eftablifh his' Authority on. this fide mount Fura, and on the very
borders of their country s but it isnot eafie to forefee what a round fum
‘of mony, or the fear of a rupture with Frauce, may do among a people
who have tamely fuffered the Franche Compté to be {eized on, and a Fort
to be built within Cannon-fhot of one of their Cantons.

There is-a new fect fprutig up in Swit zerland, which {preads very much
in the Proteftant Cantons. | T'he profeflors of it call themfelves Presiffs,
and as Enthufiafm carries men generally to the like extravagancies, they
differ but little from feveral fectaries in other countries.: ‘They pretend
in general to great refinements, as to what regards the praétice of chrifti-
anity, and to obferve the following rules. - To retire much from the con-
verfation of the world. Te-fink themfelves into an entire repofe and
tranquillity of mind. ~In this flate of filence to attend the fecret illapfe
and tlowings in of the Holy Spirit, that may fill their minds with peace
and confolation, joys or raptures. To favour all his fecret -intimations,
and give themfelves up. entirely to his conduét and direétion, {o as nei-
ther to fpeak; move;, or aéty but as they find hisimpulfeon their Souls. To
retrench themfelves within the conveniencies and neceflities of life. To
take a covenant with all their fenfes, {o far as to fhun the {fmell of 2 Rofe
or Violet, and to turn away their eyes from a beautiful profpeét.. (To
avoid, as much as is poffible, what the world calls innocent pleafures, left
they fhould have their affections tainted by any fenfuality, and diverted
from the'love of him who is to be the, enly comfort, repofe, hope, and
delight, of their: whole beings. , [This fect prevails very ‘much among. the
Proteftants of Germany, as well as thofe of Switzerland, and has occafio-
ned feveral Edits againft it in.the Dutchy of Saxony. Theprofeflors of
it are accufed of all.the ill pratices; which may feem to be the confe-
quence of their principles, as that they afcribe the wordt of actions, which
_their own vicious tempers throw themy upon, to the dictates of ‘the. holy

Spirnt;
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Spirit; that both fexes under pretence of devout converfation vifit one
another at all hours, and in all places, without any regard to common de-
cency, often making their religion a cover for their immoralities; and
that the very beft of them are poffefled with fpiritual pride, and a con-
tempt for all fuch as are not of their own fet. The Roman Catholicks,
who reproach’ the Proteftants for their breaking into fuch a multitude of
religions, have certainly taken the moft effectual way in the world for the
keeping their flocks together; I do not mean the punifhments they infliG
on men’s perfons, which are commonly looked upon as the chief methods
by which they deter them from breaking through the pale of the church,
though certainly thefe lay a very great reftraint on thofe of the Roman
Catholick perfuafion.’ But I take one great caufe why there are fo few
{eéts in the church of Rome, to be the multitude of convents, with which
they every where abound, that ferve as receptacles for all thofe fiery zea<
lots who would fet the church in a flame, were not they got together in
thefe houfes of devotion. All men of dark tempers, according to their
degree of melanicholy or enthufiafm, may find ‘convents fitted to their
humours, and meet with companions as gloomy as themfelves. So that
what the Proteftants would call a Fanatick, is in the Roman Church a Re-
ligious of fuch or fuch an order; as I have been told of an Englifh Mer-
chant at Liséon, who after fome great difappointments in the world was
refolved to turn Quaker or Capuchin; for, in the change of religion,
men of ordinary underftandings do not fo much confider the Principles,
as the Praétice of thofe to whom they go over.

From St. Gaul I took horfe to the Lake of Conflance, which lyes at two
leagues diftance fronvit, and is formed by the entry of the Rhine. This
isthe only Lake in Eurgpe that difputes for greatnefs with that of Gene-
Va; it appears more beautiful to the eye, but wants the fruitful fields and
vineyards that border 'upon-the other. It receives ifs name from Con-
flance, the chief town on its'banks. When the Cantons of Berse and
Zurich propofed, at a general Diet, the incorporating Geneva in the num-
ber of the Cantons, the Roman Catholick patty, fearing the Proteftant
Intereft might receive by it too greata ftrengthning, propofed at the fame
time the incantoning of Comflance, as a counterpoile ; to, which the Pro-
teftants not confenting; the whole project fell to the ground. We crofled
the Lake toLindaw, and in feveral parts of it -obferved abundance of
little bubbles of Air, that came working upward from the very bottom
of the Lake. = The watermen told us, that they are obferved always to
rife in the fame places, from whence they conclude them to be fo many

Vor. II. Aa {prings
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{prings that break out of the bortom of the Lake. Lindaw isan, impes:
vial town on a little Ifland that lyes at about three hundred paces from.,
the firm land, to which ‘it is joined by a huge. bridge of wood., The
Inhabitants were all in arms when we pafled through it being under
great apprehenfions of the Duke of Bavaria, after his having, fallen’ upon
Vime and Memminghen. They flatter themfelves, that by, cutting their
Bridge they could hold out againft bis Army: buf, in, all probability, a
fhower of Bombs wouldquickly reduce the Bourgeois to furrender. They
were: formerly bombarded by Guffavus Adolphus.  We were advifed
by our Merchants, by no means to venture our felves in the Duke of
Bavaria’s country, {o that we had the mortification to lofe. the fight of
Munichy Ausburg, and Ratisbon, and were forced to take our way to Fi-
enna through Tirol, where we had very little to. entertain us befides i the:
natural face of the country.

TIROL, INSPRUCK, HALL, &e

FTER having coafted the #ipes for fome time, we at laft ente-
A red them by a paffage which leadsinto the long valley of the Tirod

and following the courfe of the river In# we came to Iufpruck,
that receives its name from this river, and is the capital City of the
Tirol.

Infprack is a handfome town, though net a great one, and was for-
merly the refidence of the Arch-Dukes who were Counts of Tiral: The
Palace where they ufed to keep their Court is rather convenient than
magnificent, The great hall is indeed a very noble room, the walls of
it are painted in Fre/to, and reprefent the labours of Hercules. Many of
them look very finely, though a great part of the: work has been cracked
by earthquakes, which are very frequent in this country. = Thereis a lit-
tle wooden palace that borders on-thé other, whither the Court ufed to
retire at the firft fhake of an earthquake. Ifaw here the largeft Menage
that | have met with any where elfe.. At one end of it isa great partis
tion defigned for an Opera. They fhowed us alfo.a very pretty Thea{::-
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