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N° 1. Zhurfday, March 1. 17z

 Non fumum ex fulgore, fed ex Jumo dare lucem
Cogitat, ut [peciofa debinc miracula promat. Hor.

F Have obferved, that a reader feldom perufes a book with pleafure,
till he knows whether the writer of it be a black or a fair man,
of a mild or cholerick difpofition, married or a batchelor, with o-

ther particulars of the like nature, that conduce very much to the

right underftanding of an Author. To gratify this curiofity, which is
fo natural 10 a reader, I defign this Paper and my next as Prefatory
difcourfes to my following writings, and fhall give fome account

i them of the feveral Perfons that are engaged in this work, As

the chief trouble of compiling, digefting, and correcting will fall to

my fhare, I muft do my felf the juftice to open the work with my own

Hiftory. :,

[wai born to a {mall Hereditary Eftate, which, according to the tra-
dition of the Village where it lies, was bounded by the fame hedges and
ditches in William the Congueror's time that it s at prefent, and has
been delivered down from Father to Son whole and entire, with-
out the lofs or acquifition of a fingle field or meadow, during the

fpace
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fpace of fix hundred years. There runs a ftory in the family, that when
my Mother was gone with child of me about three months, fhe dreamt
that fhe was brought to bed of a Judge: Whether this might proceed
from a Law-fuit which was then depending in the family, or my Father’s
being a Juftice of the Peace, 1 cannot determine; for I am not fo vaip
as to think it'prefaged any digpity that I fhould arrive at in my future
life, though that was the interpretation which the neighbourhood put
uponit. The gravity of my behaviour at my very firft appearance in
the world, and all the time that I fucked, feemed to favour my Mother’s
dream: Fer, as {he has often told me, I threw away my Rattle before I
was two months old, and would not make ufe of my Coral till they had
taken away the Bells from it. :

As for the reft of my infancy, there being nothing in it remarkable, I
‘fhall pafs it over in filence. [ find, that during my nonage, I had the
reputation of a very fullen youth, but was always a favourite of my
Schoolmafter, who ufed to fay, that my parts were [olid, and would
wear well. 1 had not been long at the Univerfity, before 1 diftinguifhed
my felf by a moft profound Silence ; for during the fpace of eight years,
excepting in the publick exercifes of the College, I fcarce uttered the
quantity of an hundred words; and indeed do not remember that I ever
{poke three fentences together in my whole life. Whilft T was in this
1_carned body, I applied my felf with fo much diligence to my ftudies,
that there are very few celebrated Books, either in the learned ‘or mo-
dern tongues, which I.am nor acquainted with.

Upon the death of my Father, I was refolved to travel into foreign
countries, and therefore left the Univerfity, with the charatter of an odd
unaccountable Fellow, that had a great deal of Learning, if I would but
fhew it. - An infatiable: thirft after Knowledge carried me into all the
countries of Zurope in' which there was any thing new or ftrange to be
feen ; nay to fuch adegree was my curiofity raifed, that having read
the controverfies of fome grear men concerning the Antiquities of Zgypt, I
made a voyage to Grand Cairo,onpurpofe to take the meafure of a Pyra-
mid: and as {foon as I had fet my felf right in that particular, returned
ro my native country with ‘great fatisfaction.

I have pafled my latter years in this city, where [ am frequently feen
in molt publick-places, though there are not above half a dozen of my
fele¢t friends that know me; of whom my next Paper fhall give a mor¢
particular-account. . There, is no place of general refort, wherein Ido
not often make my appearance ; fometimes I am feen thrufling my head

into
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into a round of Politicians at #7zll's, and liftning with great attention to
the narratives that are made in thofe little circular audiences. Some-
times I fmoak a pipe at Child's, and whilft I feem attentive to fothing
but the Poff-Man, over-hear the converfation of every table in the
room. | appear on Sunday nights at St. Fames's Coffee-houfe, and fome-
times join the little Committee of Politicks in the inner-room, as one who
comes there to hear and improve. My face is likewife very well known
at the Grecian, the Cocoa-Tree, and in the Theatres both of Drury-Lane
and the Hay-Market. 1have been taken for a Merchant upon the Eux-
change for above thefe ten years, and fometimes pafs for a ¥ew in the
aflembly of Stock-jobbers at Fowathar’s: In thort, wherever I fee a
clufter of people, 1 always mix with them, though I never open my lips
but in my own Club.

Thus 1live in the world rather as a Seecrator of mankind, than 4s one
of the fpecies ; by which means | have made my felf a fpeculative Statef-
man, Seldier, Merchant and Artizan, without ever meddling with any
practical part in life; ‘1 am very well verfed in the theory of a Husband
or a Father, and can difcern the errors in the oeconomy, bufinefs and
diverfion of others, better than thofe who are engaged in them;  as
ftanders-by difcover blots, which are apt to efcape thofe who are in the
game. | never efpoufed any party with violence, and am refolved to
obferye an exact neutrality between' the  Whigs and Tories, unlefs 1
fhall be forced . to declare my f{elf by .the hoftilities of either fide. In
fhort, 1 have afted in all the parts of my life as a Iiooker-on, which is the
charadter I intend to preferve in this paper.

I have given the reader jult fo much of my Hiftory and Charaéter, as
to let him fee I am not altogether unqualified for the bufinefs I have un-
dertaken. As for other particulars in my life and adventures, I fhall in-
fert them in following papers, as I fhall fec occafion. In the mean time,
when I confider how much I*have feen, read and heard, I begin to blame
my own taciturnity; and fince I have neither time nor inclination to com-
municate the fulnefs of my heart in fpeech, I am refolved to do it in
writing, and to print my {elf ouss If pofiible, before Idie. I have been
often told by my friends, that it is pity fo manv ufeful difcoveries which
I have made fhould -be in the pofleflion of a Silent man. For this rea-
fon therefore, I fhall publith 2 fheet-full of thoughts every morning, for
the benefit of my contemporaries; and if I can any way contribute to
the diverfion or improvement of the country in which I live, I fhall leave

Vou. IL Ggg it,
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it, when I.am fummoned out of it; with the fecret fatisfadiion of: thinke
ing that I have not lived in vain.

There are three very material points which I have not {poken to iy
this paper;.and which, for feveralimportant reafons, I muft keep to my
felf, at leaft for fome time: Limean, an account of my Name, my Age
and my Lodgings. 1 mufl eonfefs, Ilwould gratify my readerin any thjng,.‘
that is reafonable; but as for thefe three particulars, though I'am fenfi-
ble they:might tend very much to'the embellifiment of my paper, I' can-
not' yet come to a refolution of communicating them to the publick
They would indeed draw me out of that obfcurity which I have enjoy:
ed for many years; and expofe me in publick: places to feveral falutes ang:
civilities, which have been always very difagreeable to me; for the great-
eft pain I can fuffer, is the being talked to, and being ftared at. It is
for this reafon likewife, that T keep my Complexion and Drefs as very great
fecrets ; though it is not impofible, but I may make difcoveries of both
in the progrefs of the work I have undertaken.

After having been thus particular upon my felf; I fhall in to-morrow’s
paper give an account of thofe: Gentlemen who are concerned with me
in this work; for, as I have before intimated, a plan of it is laid and
concerted (as all other matters of importance are) in a Club. However
as my. friends have engaged me to fland in the front, thofe who have 2
mind to correfpond with me, may direét their Letters to the SpecTaTor
at Mr. Buckley's in Little Britain. For I muft further acquaint thé
Reader, that though our Club meets only on Twe/days and Thur/fdays, we
have appointed a Commitee to fit every night, for the infpection of all
fuch papers as may contribute to the advancement of the publick weal.

Friday,
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Nea. Friday, March 2.

FRSERENS AR aliz fex

y plures uno conclamant ppe,—mmen Juv.

" HE firft of our Society is a Gentleman of Worcefter/bire, of an-
\ tient defcent, .a Baronet, his name Sir Rocer pE CovERLY.

His Great Grand-father was inventor of that famous countty-
dance which is called after him. ~ All who'know that Shire, are verywell
acquainted with the Partsiand Merits of Sir Rocer. He is a Gentle-
man that is very fingular in his behaviour, but his fingularities proceed
from his good fenfe, and are contradictions to the manners of the world,

only ‘as he thinks the world is in the wrong. However, : this- humour

creates him no enemies, for he does nothing with fournefs or obftinacy ;
and his being unconfined to modes and forms, makes him' but the readi-

‘er and more capable to'pleafe and oblige all who know" him. When he

is'1n town, he lives in Sobo-Square. It 1s faid, he keeps  himfelf a Ba-
chelor by reafon he was erofled in love by aperverfe beautiful Widow
of the next County to him. Before this difappointment, Sir Roeer
was what -you call a fine Gentleman, had often fupped with ‘my:L.ord
Rockefter and Sir George Etherege, fought a Duel upon his firft coming
to town, and kicked Bully Dew/on ina publick Coffee-houfe for calling
him Youngfter.  Bur being ill ufed by the above-mentioned Widow, he
was very ferious for a year and a half; and though, his temper being na-
turally jovial, he.at laft got overit, he grew: carelefs of himfelf, and ne-
ver. drefled afterwards. ' He econtinues to. wear-a Coat and Doublet of
the fame Cut that were in fathion-at the time of his repulfe, which, in
his'merry humours, -he tells us, - has been ini4nd out twelve times fince
he firfl wore it. *Tis faid SirR 06 BR grew humblein his:defires after he
had forgot this cruel Beauty, infomuch: that it is reported ihe has fre-
quently offended in point of chaflity with Beggars and Gypfies: But

Ggg 2 tkis




412 The SPECTATOR. Np° 2,

this is looked upon by his friends rather as matter of raillery than truth.
He is now in his fifty fixth year, cheerful, gay and hearty; keeps a good
houfe both in town and country; a great lover of mankind; but there
is fuch a mirthful caft in his behaviour, that he is rather beloved than
efteemed : His Tenants grow rich, his Servants look fatistied, all the
young women profefs love to him, and the young men are glad of his
company: When he comes into a houfe, he calls the fervants by their
names, and talks all the way up flairs to a vifit. I muft not omit, that
Sir RoGEeRr is a Juftice of the @uorum ; that he fills the Chajr at a Quar-
ter-Seflion with great abilities, and three months ago gained univerfal
applaufe by explaining a paflage in the Game-att.

The Gentleman next in efteem and authority among us, is another
Bachelor, who 15 a member of the Iumer-Temple; a man of great Pro-
bity, Wit, and Underftanding; but he has chofen his place of refidence
rather to obey the direttion of an old humourfome Father, thanin purfuit
of his own inclinations. He was placed there to {tudy the Laws of the
Land, and is the molt learned of any of the houfe in thofe of the Stage.
Ariffotle and Longinas are much better underftood by him than Lirtle-
ton or Coke. The Father fends up every Poft Queftions. relating to
Marriage- Articles, Leafes, and Tenures, in the neighbourhood; all which
Queftions he agrees with an Attorney to anfwer and take care of in the
lump. He is ftudying the paflions themfelyes, when he fhould be in-
quiring into the debates among men which arife from them. He knows
the argument of each of the orations of Demofthencs and Tuily, but not
one cafe in the Reports of our own Courts. No one ever took him for
a Fool, but none, except his intimate friends, know he has a great
deal of Wit.- This turn makes him at once both difinterefted and. a-
greeable: Asfew of his thoughts are drawn from bufinefs, they are moft
of them fit for converfation. His tafte of books is- a little ‘too juft for-
the age he lives in; he has read all, but approves of very few, His fa-
miliarity with the Cuftoms, Manners, Aétions, and Writings of the -An-
tients, makes him a very delicate obferver of what occurs to-him- in the -
prefent world. He is an excellent Critick, and the time of the Play is
his hour of bufine{s; exadtly at five he paffes through New-Inn, crofles
through Ruflel-Court, and takes a turn at #i/l’s till the Play begins ; he
has his Shooes rubbed and his Periwig powdered at the Barber’s as you
go into the Rofe. It is for the good of the Audience when he is at Play,,
for the Actors have an ambition to pleafe him.

The
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The perfon of next confideration, is Sir ANDREW FREEPORT, a
Merchant of great eminence in the City of London. A perfon of inde-
fatigable Induftry, {trong Reafon, and great Experience. His notions
of Trade are noble and generous, and (as every rich man has ufually
fome {ly way of jefting, which would make no great figure were he not
a rich man) he calls the Sea the Briti/b Common.  He is acquainted with
Commerce in all its parts, and will tell you it is a {tupid and barbarous
way to extend Dominion by arms; for true Power is to be got by arts
and induftry. He will often argue, that if This part of our Trade were
well cultivated, we fhould gain from one nation; and if Another; from
another. I have heard him prove, that diligence makes more lafting ae-
quifitions than. valour, and that floth has ruined more nations than the
fword. He abounds in feveral frugal Maxims, among{t which the great-
eft favourite is, « A peny faved is a peny got. A general Trader of
good fenfe, is pleafanter company than a general Scholar; and Sir A -
prEW having a natural unaffected eloquence, the perfpicuity of his dif-
courfe gives the fame pleafure that Wit would in another man. He has
made his fortunes himfelf; and fays that England may be richer than o-
ther Kingdoms, by as plain methods as he himfelf is richer than other
men; though at the fame time I can fay this of him, that there is not 2
point in the compafs but blows home a fhip in which he is an owner.

Next to Sir AxprEew in the Club-room fits Captain Sentry, 2 Gen-
tleman of great courage, and underftanding, but invincible modefty. He
is one of thofe that deferve very well, but are very awkard at putting
their talents within the obfervation of fuch as fhould take notice of them.
He was fome years a Captain, and behaved himfelf with great gallantry
in feveral engagements and at {everal fieges; but having a fmall eftate of
his own, and being next heir to Sir Ro GER, he has quitted-a way of life
:n which no man can rife fuitably to his merit; who is not fomething of
a Courtier as well as a Soldier: Fhave heard. him often-lament, thatin
a profeflion where merit is placed in fo confpicuous a view, impudence
fhould get the better of modefty. When he has talked to this purpofe
[ never heard him make a four expreffion, but frankly confefs that he
left the world, becaufe he was not fit for: it. . A ftri¢t honefty-and an
even regular- behaviour; are in themf{elves . obftacles to him that muit
prefs through crowds, who endeavour at the fame end with himfelf, the
favour of a Commander. He will however in his way of talk excufe
Generals, for not difpofing according to men’s defert, or enquiring into
it: For, fays he, that Great man who has a.mind to help me, has as ma-

ny
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ny to break through to come at me, 'as [ have to come at him: There.
“fore he will conclude, that the man who would make a'ﬁgure,-e‘fpecially
in‘a’military way, muft get over-all falfe modefty, and aflift his Patron 2-
gainft the importunity 'of other pretenders, by a proper aflurance in hig
own vindication. He fays it is'a civil cowardice to be backward in af-
{erting what you ought to'expe®, as it is a military fear to be flow in
attacking when it'is your duty. With this candor does the Gentleman
‘fpeak of himfelf -and others. The fame franknefs runs through all his
eonverfation. The military part of his life has furnifhed him with many
adventures, in the'relation’of which he is very agreeable to the company,
for he is never over-bearing, though accuftomed to command men in the
“utmoft degree below him; nor ever too obfequious, from an habit of o-

“beying men highly above him.
But that our Society may mot appear a fet of Humourifls unacquainted
“with the gallantries and pleafares of the age, we have among us the gal-
lant Wrcr. Honegvcoms, ‘a Gentleman who according to his years
“fhould be'in the decline of his life, but having ever: been very: careful of
his perfon, ‘and always had a very' eafie fortune, time has'made but very
little impreflion, either by wrinkles on 'his forehead, or traces in his
brain. - His perfon is well turned, of a good height. He'is very ready
at that fort of difcourfe with which men ufually entertain women. He
has all his life drefled very well, and remembers habits as others do men,
‘He can fmile when one fpeaks to'him, and langhs eafily. He knows the
hiftory of every mode, and can inform you' from 'which ' of the Frerch
King’s Wenches our Wives'and-Daughters had this'mantier of curling
their hair, that'way of placing’ their hoods; whofe frailty was covered
by fuch a fort of petticoat, and whofe vanity tothew her foot made that
part of the drefs fo 'fhort in fuch a year : In a'word, all his converfation
and knowledge has been in the female world. ‘As other men of" his age
“will take notice to you what fuch a Minifter fatd upon fuch and fuch an
occafion, he will tell 'you when the' Duke of Mommourh danced at Court,
fuch a'woman ‘was then' fmitten, ‘another was taken with him at the head
of his Troopin the Part. ‘In-all thefe important relations, be' has ever
about the fame time received'a'kind glance or a blow of a fan from fome
celebrated Beauty, Mother of the prefent Lord fuch-a-one, 'If you fpeak
of a young Commoner that faid a lively thing in the houfe, he'ftarts up,
“ He’has good blood in his veins, Tomz Mirabell begot him, the rogue
¢ cheated 'me’ in that affair, that-young fellow’s Mother ufed ‘me more
“like' a dog than any ‘weman I ever made advances to. ‘This way of
talking
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talking of his, very much enlivens the converfation among us of a more
fedate turn;_and I find there is not one of the company, but my felf,
who rarely fpeak atall; but{peaks-of him-as of that-fort- of man who is
ufually called a well-bred fine Gentleman. To conclude his charatter,
where women are not concerned, he is an honeft worthy man.

I cannot tell whether I am to account him whom I am next to fpeak
of, as one of our company; for he vifits us but feldom, but when he
does, it adds to every man elfe a new enjoyment of himfelf He is a
CrercymaN, a very philofophick man, of general learning, great fanétity
of life, and the moft exact breeding. He has the misfortune to be of a
very weak conilitution, and’ confequently cannot accept of {uch cares and
bufinefs as preferments in his fun@ion would oblige himto: He is there-
fore among) Divines what-a Chamber-counfellor is among Lawyers. The
probity of his mind, and the integrity of his life, create him followers,
as being eloquent or loud advances others. He feldom introduces the
fubject he {peaks upon; but we are fo far gone in years, thar he ob-
ferves when he is among us, an earneftnefs to have him fall on fome di-
vine topick, which he always treats with much authority, as ene who
has no interefts in this world, as one who is haftening to the objeé of all
his withes, and conceives hope from his decays and infirmities. Thefe
are my ordinary companions, *

* Thengh-this paper-in-former Editions is not marked, with any Letter of the word CL I Q,

bwhich Mr. ADDI1SON. diftinguifbed bis performances 5 1t was  thosght wece(fary to infere it,
o containing charallers of the feveral perfons mentioned in the whole conrfe: of this wark.
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N° 3. Saturday, March 3.

Quoi quifgque fere fludio devinilus adbere::

Aut quibus in rebus multin: [unis ante morati:

Arque in qua ratione fust contenta magis mens ;

In fomnis eadem plerumque videmur obire. Lucr. L. 4.

‘N one of my late rambles, or rather fpeculations, I looked into the
great hall where the Bank is kept, and was not a little pleafedto
fee the Dire&ors, Secretaries and Clerks, with all the other Members

of that wealthy Corporation, ranged in their {feveral {tations, according
to the parts they aét in that juft and regular Qecconomy. This revived
in my memory the many difcourfes which I had both read and heard
concerning the decay of Publick Credit, with the methods of reftoring
it, and which, in my opinion, have always been defeétive, becaule they
have always been made with an eye to feparate interefts, and party prin-
ciples.

The thoughts of the day gave my mind employment for the whole
night, fo that I fell infenfibly into a kind of methodical Dream, which
difpofed all my contemplations into a Vifion or Allegory, or what elfe
the reader fhall pleafe to call it.

Methoughts I returned to the great hall, where I had been the mor-
ning before, but, to my furprize, inftead of the company that I left there,
1 faw towards the upper end of the hall a beautiful Virgin, {eated on 2
throne of gold. Her name (as they told me) was ‘Publick Credit. The
walls, inftead of being adorned with pictures and maps, were hung with
many ‘Acts of Parliament written in golden letters. At the upper end of
. the hall was the Magna Charta, with the A& of Uniformity on the right
hand, and the A& of Toleration on the left. At thelower end of the hall
was the A& of Settlement, which was placed full in the eye of the Vir-

Elﬂ
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gin 'that fate ‘upon the Throne. Both the fides of the hall were covered
with fuch A€ts of Parliament as had been made for thé effablithment of
publick Funds. The Lady feemed to fer an unfpeakable value upon
thefe feveral ‘pieces of furniture, infomuch that fhe often refréthed her
eye with them, ‘and often fmiled with a feciet pleafiire, as fhe looked up-
on them; but, at the fame time, thewed a very particular tneafinefs, as
if fhe faw any thing approaching that might huert them.  She appeared
indeed infinitely timorous in all her behaviour: ‘and,- whetlier it was from
the delicacy of her conftitution, or that fhe was troubled with Vapours,
as 1 was afterwards told by one who I found was noti¢ of her well-wi-
fhers, the changed colour, and ftartled at every thitg fhe heard.” She was
likewife (as I afterwards found) a greater Valetudinatian than any I had
ever met with, even in her own Sex, and fubjeét to Tuch momentary Con-
{fumptions, that in the twinkling of an eye, fhe would fall away from the
mott florid complexion, and the moft healthfil ftate of body, and wither
into a Skeleton. Her recoveries: were often as fudden as. her decays, in-
fomuch that the would revive in a moment out of a ‘wafling diftemper,
into a habit of the higheft health and vigour.

I had very foon an opportunity of obferving thefe quick turns and
changes in her Conftitution. There fate at her feet a couple of Secre-
taries, who received every hour Letters from all parts of the world,
which the one or the other of them was perpetually reading to her; and,
according to the news fhe heard, to which the was exceedingly attentive,
fhe changed colour, and difcovered many fymptoms of health or ficknefs,

Behind the T'hrone was a prodigious heap of bags of money, which
were piled upon one another fo high that they touched the cieling. The
floor; on her right hand and on her left, was covered with vaft {fums of
gold that rofe up in pyramids on either fide of her: But this I did not
fo much wonder at, when I heard, upon enquiry, that the had the fame
virtue in her touch, which the Poets tell us a Lydiar King was formerly
poffefied of: and that ihe could convert whatever fhe pleafed into that
precious metal. e

After a little dizzinefs, and confufed hutry of thought, which a man
often meets with in a dream, methoughts the Hall was alarmed, the
doors flew open, and there entered half a dozen of the moft hideous
Phantoms that Thad ever feen (evenin a dream) before that time. They
came in two by two, though matched in the moft diffociable manner,
and mingled together ina kind of dance. It would be tedious to de-
feribe their habits and perfons, for which reafen I fhall only inform my

Voeur. IL Hhh Reader
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Reader that the firft couple were Tyranny and Anarchy,.the fecond
were Bigotry and Atheifm, the third the Genius of a Common-wealth
and a young man of about twenty two years of age, whofe name I could
not learn. He had a {word in his right hand, which in the dance he
often brandifhed at the Act of Settlement; and a Citizen, who {tood by
me, whifpered in my ear, that he faw a {punge in his left hand. The
dance of fo many jarring natures put me in mind of the Sun, Moon and
Earth, in the Rebear/al, that danced together for no other end but to
eclipfe one another.

The Reader will eafily fuppofe, by what has been before, faid, that the
Lady on the throne would have been almoft frighted to diftraétion, had
fhe {een but any one of thefe Speétres; what then muit have been her
condition when fhe faw them all in a'body? She fainted and dyed away
at the fight. :

Et neque jam color eft mifto candore rabori;
Vec wigor, et vires; et que modo; vifa placebant;
Nec corpus remanet----- Ov. Met. Lib. 3,

There was a great change in the hill of money bags, and the heaps
of money, the former fhrinking, and falling into {o many empty bags,
that I now found not above a tenth part of them had been filled with
money. The reft that took up the fame {pace, and made the fame fi-
gure as the bags that were really filled with money, had been blown up
with air, and called into my memory the bags full of wind, which Ho-
mer tells us his Hero received as a prefent from Zolus. The great heaps
of gold, on either fide the throne, now appeared to be only heaps of
paper, or little piles of notched flicks, bound up together in bundles, like
Bath-faggots.

Whilft I was lamenting this fudden defolation that had been made be-
fore me, the whole Scene vanifhed: In the room of the frightful Speétres,
there now entered a fecond dance of Apparitions very agreeably match-
ed together, and made up of very amiable Phantoms. The firft pair
was Liberty with Monarchy at her right hand: The fecond was Mode-
ration leading in Religion; and the third a perfon whom I had never
feen, with the Genius of Grear Britain, At the firft entrance the Lady
revived, the bags fwelled to their former bulk, the pile of faggots and
heaps of paper changed into pyramids of Guineas: And for my own part
I was fo tranfported with joy, thatl awaked, though I muft confefs, I would
fainhave fallenafleep againtohave clofed my Vifion,if Icould have done it.

Tuwefday,
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Ne 5. Taefdaj:, March 6.

Spectatum admiffi rifum teneatis S-srem=m= Hor.

N Opera may be allowed to be extravagantly lavifh in its decora-
A tions, as its only defign is to gratifie the fenfes, and keep up

an indolent attention in the audience. Common fenfe however
requires, that there fhould be nothing in the Scenes and Machines which
may appear childifh and abfurd. How would the Wits of King Char/es’s
time have laughed to have feen Nicolini expofed to a tempeit in robes
of Ermin, and failing in an open boat upon a fea of Pafte-board? What
a field of raillery would they have been let into, had they been enter-
tained with painted dragons fpitting wild-fire, enchanted chariots drawn
by Flanders mares, and real Cafcades in artificial land-skips? A little skill
in criticifm would inform us, that thadows and realities ought not to be
mixed together in the fame piece; and that the fcenes which are defign-
ed as the reprefentations of nature, fhould be filled with refemblances,
and not with the things themfelves. If one would reprefent a wide
champian country filled with herds and flocks, it would be ridiculous to
draw the country only upon the fcenes; and to crowd feveral parts of
the ftage with fheep and oxen. 'This is joining together inconfiften-
cies, and making the decoration partly real and partly imaginary. I would
recommend what I have here faid, to the Dire@ors, as well as to the Ad-
mirers of our modern Opera.

As T was walking in the {treets about a fortnight ago, I faw an ordi-
nary Fellow carryving a Cage full of little birds upon his fhoulder ; and,
as | was wondering with my felf what ufe he would put them to, he was
met very luckily by an acquaintance, who had the fame curiofity, Upon
his asking him what he had upon his fhoulder; he told him, that he had
been buying Sparrows for the Opera. Sparrows for the Opera, fays his
friend, licking his lips; what are they to be roafted? No, no, fays the

Hhha2 other,
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other, they are to enter towards the end of the firft A&, and to fly about
the {lage.

’l"h_i;ﬁrange_ dialogue awakened my curiofity fo far, that I immediate=
ly bought the Opera, by which means I perceived the Sparrows were to
aét the part of finging birds in a delightful grove; though upon anearer
enquiry I found the Sparrows put thefame trick upon the audicnce, that
Sir Martin Mar-all practifed upon his Miftrefs; for though they flew in
fight, the mufick proceeded from a confort of Flageolets and Bird-calls
which were planted behind the fcenes. At the fame time I made this
difcovery, I found by the difcourfe of ‘the Aétors, that'there were great
defigns on foot for the improvement of the Opera; that it had been
propofed to break down a part of the wall, and to furprize the audience’
with a party of an hundred horfe, and thatthere was actually a projeét
of ‘bringing ‘the. New- River into the houfe, to be: employed in jetteaus
and’ water-works.o This'projedt; asl bave:fince heard, s polt: poned el
the fummner-feafon ; when it-is thought: the cdolnefs that proceeds from:
fountains and cafeades will be: more acceptable and: refréthing - to people:
of Quality. ~In the mean time, to find out a more¢ agfeeable entertain-
ment for the winter-feafon, the Opera of Rinaldo is-flled with thundep
and lightning, illaminations and fireworks; which the audience may!look
upon without catching cold, and indeed without much danger’ of being
burnt ; for there are feveral Engines filled with water, and:ready to play
at'a ‘minute’s warning, in cafe any fuch accident fhould: happen; = Hows.
ever, as [ Have a very great friendfhip for the owner of this Theatre, |
hope that he has been wife enough to izfire his houfe before he would
let this Opera be acted invie 0 . ' (i Jom B

It-is no' 'wonder; that thofe fcenes flionld 'be very furprizing, which
were contrived by two Peets of diflerent-nationsy andraiied; by twe Mas,
gicians ‘of different fexes. Armida (as. we are told im the argument)
was an Amazonian: Enchantre(s, and' poor Signior Caffani (as-we learn
from ‘the: Perfons reprefented). a Chrillian Conjurer: (Mage Chriffi-
ano.) 1 mult confefs I am very much puzzled to/ find-how an, dmezin
{hould be verfed in the Black avt, ion'how a good Chriflian, for fuch is
the part of the Magician, fhould: deal with'the Devil.

Fo'confider the Poets after the Conjurers, I {hall give you a tafte of
thie Ttalian, from the firft lines of his preface. Eccotis benignal Levtore
un Parto dii poche. Seve, che fo ben'nato di Notte, nom ¢ perd: abarto di
Tenebye, ma [P fandi conofeere. Figliolo 4’ Apollo conl qualeher Raggio di
Parnaffe. Bebold, gentie reader, the birtlh of a few: evsnings, cau’sr.f]r:?

though
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thotgh it be the offspring of the nighty is not the abaortive of darkne/s,
but wrllmake it felfcknown o be the Samof Apollo, with ¢ certain ;,'._,f_,’.
of Parnaflus.  He afterwards proceeds tor call Minheer Hewdel the Op-
hews-of ous ‘age; and-to:acquaint us, in the fame {ublimity of {lile, that
he: compofed: this. Opera:in’' a fortnight.  Such are the Wits, to whofe
taftes we fo ambitioufly conform our felves, The trath of it is, the
fineft writers among the modern Italians exprefs themfelves in fuch a
florid form of words, and fuch tedious circumlocutions, as are ufed by
none but Pedants in our own country; and at the fame time fill their
writings- with-fuch poor -imaginatiens and -eonceits, -as our youths are
afhamed of before they have been two years at the Univerfity. Some
may be apt to think that it is the difference of genius which produces
this difference in the works of the two-nations ; but to fhew there is no-
thing in this, if we look into the writings of the old Iralians, fuch as
Cicero and Virgil, we {hall find that the Engli/b writers, in their way of
thinking and expreffing them{elves, refemble thofe Authors much more
than the modern Jralians. pretend to do. And as for the Poet himfelf,
fromr whom the dreams of this Opera are taken, I muft entrely agree
with. Monfieur Boilean, that one verfe in Pirgsl is worth all the Clinguant
or Tinfel of Ta/o.

But to return to the Sparrows; there have been fo many flights of
themr let foofe’in- this Opera, that it is feared the houfe' will never ger
rid' of them ;- and' that' in other Plays they may make their eritrance in ve-
1y wrong and improper Scenes; fo as to' be feen flying in' a LLady’s bed-
chamber, or perching upon a King’s throne; befides the inconveniences
whicl’ the Weads' of the audience may fometimes fuffer from- them: T
am-credibly informed, that there was once a defign of caflting into an
Opera ‘the {tory of /7 bittington and his' Cat; and that in'order to-it, there
had been got together a great quantity of Mice; but Mr. Rich, the Pro-
prietor of the Play-houfe, very prudently confidered that it would be im-~
poflible for ' the Cat to kill them all, and that confequently thie Princes
of ‘the ftage might ‘be’ as much infefted with Mice, as the Prince of the
Hland was before the Cat’s. arrival upon it; for which reafon he would
not -permit it to be acted in his houfe. And indeed I cannor blame
him: for, as he {aid very well upon that oceafion, I'do not hear that any
of the performers in our Opera pretend to equal the famous Pied Piper,
who made all the. Mice of a great town in Germany follow his mufick,
and Dy that means eleared the place of thofe little noxious animals.

Before
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Before I difmifs this paper, I muft inform my reader, that I héar there
is a treaty on foot with Lowdon and /ifé (who will be appointed
gardeners of the Play-houfe) to furnith the Opera of Rimaldo and Ay-
?aia'a with an orange-grove ; and that'the next time it isaéted; the fing-
ing birds will be perfonated by Tom:tits: * The Undertakers being. re.
folved to {pare neither pains nor money for the gratification of the audi-
ence. : :

Ne7.  Thurfdags. March 8.

Somnia, terrvoves magicos, miracula, Sagas, Arridh
Nollurnos lemures, portentague The[lala rides? . Hor.

- ‘OING yefterday to dine with an old acquaintance, I had the

T

! misfortune to find his whole family very much dejeéted. . Upon
asking him the occafion of it, he told me that his wife had dreamt,

-a {trange dream the night before, which they were afraid portended
{ome misfortune to themfelves or to their children. At her coming into
the room I obferved a fettled melancholy in her countenance, which I
thould have been troubled for, had I not heard from whence it proceed-.
ed. We were no f{ooner fate down but, after having looked upon me a,
lictle while, My dear, (fays fhe, turning to her husband) you may mow
[fee the flranger that was in the candle laft night, Soon after this, as
they began to talk of family affairs, a little boy at the lower end of the
table told her, that he was to go into join-hand on Thurfday. Thurl-
day ? (fays thej no child if it pleafe God, you [ball not begin upor Chil-
dermas-day: tell your writing-mafter that Friday willbe foon enough. 1
was reflefting with my felf on the oddnefs of her fancy, and wondering
that any body would eftablifh it as a rule to lofe a day in every week.
In the midft of thefe my mufings, fhe defired me to reach her a little falt
upon the point of my Knife, which I did in fuch a trepidation and hurry
of obedience, that I'let it drop by the way; at which fhe immediately
ftartled,




i, iy The SPECTATOR 423

flartled, and faid it fell towards her. Upon this I looked very blank;
and, obferving the concern of the whole itable, began to confider my
{elf, with fome confufion, as a perfon that had brought a difafter upon
the family.. ‘T'he Lady however recovering her felf, after a little fpace,
faid to her husband, with a figh, My Dear, Misfortunes never come [in-
gle. My friend, I found, aéted but an under-part at his table, and being
a man of move good-nature than underftanding, thinks himfelf obliged
to fall in with all the paflions and humours of his Yoke-fellow: Do not

Yot remember, Child, (fays the) that the Pigeon-boufe fell the very after-

woon that our carele(s wench [pilt the falt upon the table? Xes, (fays he)
My Dear, and the next poft brought us an account of the battle of Al-
manza, - The reader may guefs at the figure I made, after having done
all this mifchief. I difpatched my dinner as foon as I could, with my
ufual taciturnity; when, to my utter confufion, the Lady feeing me quit-
ting my Knife and Fork, and laying them acrofs one another upon my
late, defired. me that I would humour her fo far as to take them out
of that figure, and place them fide by fide. What the ablurdity was
which I had committed I did not know, but I fuppofe there was fome
traditionary fuperitition in it; and therefore, in obedience to the Lady
of the houfe, I difpofed of my Knife and Fork in two parallel lines,
which is the figure I fhall always lay them in for the future, though 1 do
not know any reafon for it.

It is not difficult for a man to fee that a perfon has conceived an aver-
fion to him. For:my own part, I quickly found, by the Lady’s looks,
that fhe: regarded me as a very odd kind of fellow, with an unfor-
tunate afpect. For which reafon I took my leave immediately after din-
ner, and withdrew to my own lodgings. Upon my return home, I fell in-
to a profound contemplation of the evils that attend thefe fuperftitious
follies of, mankind ; how they fubject us, to imaginary afflictions, and ad-
ditional forrows, that do not properly come within our lot. As if the
natural calamities of life were not fufhicient for it, we turn the moft in-
different circumiftances into misfortunes, and fuffer as much from trifling
accidents, as from real evils. 1 have known the fhooting of a Star {poil
anight’s reft; and have feen a man in love grow pale and lofe his appe-
tite, upon the plucking of a Merry-thought. A Screech-owl at midnight
has alarmed a family more than a band of Robbers; nay, the voice of a
Cricket hath {truck more terror than the roaring of a Lion. There is
nothing fo inconfiderable, which may not appear dreadful toan imagina-
tion that is filled with Omens and Prognofticks. A ruity nail, or a crook-
ed pin, fhoot up into prodigies. I
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T remember T was once in a mixt affembly, that was full of noife and
mirth, when on a fudden an old woman unluckily obferved 'there were
thirteen of us in company. This remark firuck ‘a panick terror into fe-
veral who were prefent, infomuch that one or two of the Ladies were
going to leave the room; but a friend of mine taking notice that one of
our female companions was big with'child, affitmed there were fourteen
in the room, and that, inftead of portending oneof the company fhould
die, it phinly foretold one of them fhould be'born. Had net my friend
found this expedient to break the Omen, I queftion not but half the
women in the eompany would have fallen fick that very night.

An old maid, that is troubled with the Vapours, produces infinite di-
{turbances of this kind among her'friends and neighbours. 1 know a mai-
den Aunt of :a great family, who is one of thefe antiquated &74y/s, that
forebodes and prophefies from one end of the year to the other. She
is always feeing Apparitions, and hearing Death-watches; and was the
other day almoft frighted out of her wits by the great houfe-dog,. that
howled 1n the ftable at a time when the lay ill of the tooth-ach. "'Such
an extravagant caft of mind engages multitudes of people, not only in
impertinent terrors, but in fupernumerary duties of life; and arifes from
that fear and ignorance which are natural to the Soul of ‘man. The hor-
ror with which we ‘entertain the thoughts of death (or indeed of any
futyre evil) and the uncertainty of its approach, fill 2 melancholy mind
with innumerable apprehenfions and fufpicions, and confequently difpofe
it to the obfervation of fuch groundlefs Prodigies and Prediétions. For
as it is the chief concern of wife-men to retrench ‘the evils of life by
the reafonings of Philofophy; it 1s the employment of fools to multiply
them by the fentiments of Superftition.

For my own part, I fhould ‘be very much troubled were I endowed
with this divining quality, though it fhould inform me truly of every
thing that can befall ‘me. T would not anticipate the relith of any hap-
pinefs, nor feel the weight of any mifery, before it alhually arrives.

I know but one way of fortifying my Soul againft rhefe gloomy prefa-
"ges and terrors of mind, and that is, by fecuring to’ my felf the friend-
fhip and protection of that Being who difpofes of events, ‘and goverhs
“futurity. He fees, at one viewy the whole thread of my Exiftence, not
only that part of it which I have already pafled through, but that which
runs forward into all the depths of Eternity. When 1lay me down to
fleep, I recommend my felf to his care; when I awake, I'give my felf
up to his direction,  Amidft all the evils that threaten me, I will Took up

) 1o
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to him for help, and queftion not but he will either avert them, or turn
them to my advantage. Though I know neither the time nor the man-
ner of the death I am to die, I am not at all folicitous about it; becaufe
I am {ure that he knows. them both, and that he will not fail to comfort
and fupport me under them,

N° 8. Friday, March 9.

At Venus obfcuro gradientes aére [epfit, i
Et mmulto Nebule circum Dea fudit amiiln,
Cernere ne quis egs------ Virg.

Shall here communicate to the world a couple of Letters, which I

believe will give the Reader as good an entertainment as any that |

am able to furnifh him with, and therefore fhall make no apology
for them: '

To the SPECTATOR, (.

SIR,
¢c § Am one of the Dire&ors of the Society for the Reformation of man-
“ ners, and therefore think my felf a proper perfon for your cor-
“ refpondence. T have ‘thoroughly examined the prefent ftate of Reli-
“ gion in Great Britain, and am able to acquaint you with the predo-
“ minant vice of every Market-town in the whole Ifland. Ican tellyou
« the progrefs that Virtue has made in all our Cities, Boroughs, and
« Corporations; 4nd know as well the evil pra&ices that are committed
“in Berwick or Exeter, as what is done in my own family. Ina word,
% Sir, I 'have my correfpondents in the remoteft parts of the nation, who
“ fend me up punétual accounts from time to time of all the little irre-
“ gularities that fall under their notice in their feveral diftriéts and di-
“ yifions.
“ I am no lefs acquainted with the partisular quarters and regions
“ of this great town, than with the different parts and diftributions of
Vou. II. i1 ¢ the
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the whole nation. 1 can defcribé evéry parifh by its‘impiéties, and
cah tell you in which of our ftreets Lewdnefs prevails, which Gaming
has taken the poffeflion of; and where Drunkennéfs has got the better
of them borh. When T am difpofed t6 riifer a “fine “for the poér; |
know the lanes and allies that are inhabited by comtnon' Siwearers:
When I would encourage the Hofpital of Brideweil and improve the
Hempen manufa@ure, T am very well acquainted with all the haunts and
reforts of female Night-walkers.

« After this fhort account of my felf, I muft let you know, that the
defign of this paper is to give you information of a certain irregular
Affembly which I think falls very properly under your obfervation, e-
fpecially fince the perfons it is compefed of are eriminals too confide-
rable for the animadverfions of our Seciety. I mean, Sir, the midnight
Mafque, which has of late been very frequently hield in one of the
moft confpicuous parts of the town, afid which 1 hedr will 'be con-
tinted with additions and improvements. As-all ‘the perfons who
compofe this lawlefs aflembly are mafqued, we dare not attack any
of them 1n our way, left we fhould fend a woman of Quality to Bride-
welly or a Peer of Great Britain to the Counter: Befides, their
numbers are fo very great; that I am afraid they would be able torout
ouir whole fraternity, though we were accompanied with all our guard
of Conftables. DBoth thefe reafons, which fecure them from our au-
thority, make them obnoxious to yours; as both their difguife and
their numbers will give no particular perfon réafon to think himfelf
affronted by you.

« If we ‘are rightly informed; the rules that are obferved by thisnew
Society are wonderfully contrived for the advancement of Cuckoldom.
The womlen either come by themfelves, or are introduced by friends,
who are obliged to quit them, upon their firlt entrance, to the con-
verfation of any body that addrefles himfelf to them. There are
{evera] rootfis where the parties may retire, and, if they pleafe, fhew
their faces by confent. Whifpers, {queezes, nods, and embraces, are
the innocent fréedoms of the place. In fhort, the whole defign of
this libidinous affembly, feems to terminate in affignations -and in-
trigues; and I hope you will take effeétual methods, by your publick
advice and admonitions, to prevent fuch a promifcuous ‘multitude of
both fexes from meeting together in {o clandeftine a manner. I am

Tour bumble Servant, and Felbpw-labowrer, T.B,
Not




N8 - The SPECTATQR 437

Not long after the perufal of this Letter, I received angther upon the
fame fubjeét; which, by the date and flile of it, I take to be written by
fome young Templer. :

SIR: M;‘i’dk'?’fmf;ﬁ F?IQ‘II-

T HEN a man has been guilty of any vice or folly, I think the

“ beft attonement he can make for it, isto warn others not
« to fall into the like. Inorder to this I muft acquaint you, that fome
« time in February laft, I went to the Tuefday's Mafquerade. Upon my
« firft going in I was attacked by half a dozen female Quakers, who
« feemed willing to adopt me for a brother ; but upon a nearer exami-
“ nation I found they were afifterhood of Coquettes difguifed in that pre-
“ cife habit. T was f{oon after taken out to dance, and, as I fancied, by
“ a woman of the firft Quality, for fhe was very tall, and moved grace-
« fally. As foon as the minuet was over, we ogled one another through
“ our mafques; and as I am very well read in #aller, 1 repeated to her
“ the four following verfes out of his Poem of Fandite.

The beedlefs Lover does mnot know
Whofé eyes they are that wound biwm [6;
But confounded with thy art,

Enguires ber uame that has his-heart.

« I.pronounced thefe words with fuch a languifhing air that I had
 fome reafon to conclude I'had made a conqueft. She told me, that fhe
% hoped my face was not akin to .my tongue; and looking upon her
« watch, I accidently difcovered the figure of a coronet on the back
% part, of it. I wasfo tranfported with the thought of fuch an amour
% that I plied -her from -one room to another with all the gallantries I
% conld invents and at length brought things to fo happy an ifTue, that
¢ fhe gave me.a private meeting the next day, without page .or footman,
% coach or equipage, My heart danced in raptures; but I had not Jived
% in this golden dream above three days, beforel found good reafon to
% wifh that I had continued true to my Laundrefs. I have fince heard,
% by.a very great accident, that this fine Lady does not live far from
“ Cowvent:Ganden, and-that I am-not the fineft Cully whom the has paf-
“fed her felf upon, for a Countefs.

““Thus, Sir, you fee how I have miftaken a C/xd for a Fumo; and if
“ you can make any ufe of this adventure, for the benefit of thofe who

Iii 2 & may
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« may poffibly be as vain young coxcombs as my feIf I do'moft heartlly
« give youleave. I'am, §1R,

Lour moft humble Admirer, B. L,
[ defign to vifit the next Mafquerade my felf, in the fame habit [ wore

at Grand Caira; and till then fhall fufpend my Judgment of this mldmght
entertainment. )

N°9g. Saturday, March' 10.

------ —Tgris agit rabida cum tigride pacem. .
Perpetuam, [evis inter [ comvenss urfis. Juv.

AN is faid to be a fociable animal, and, as an inftance of it, we
M may obferve, that we take all occafions and pretences of form-

ing our felves into thofe little nocturnal affemblies, which are
commonly known by the name of C/ubs. When a ' fett of men find
themfelves agree in any particular, though never {o' trivial, they eftablifh
themfelves into a kind of fraternity, and meet once or twice a week,
upon the account of fuch a fantaftick refemblance. I know a confidera-
ble market-town, in which there was a Club of fat men, that'did not
come together (as you may well fuppofe) to ‘entertain’one another: with
{prightlinefs and wit, but to keep one another incountenance; ‘the
room where the Club met was fomething of the largeft,"and had two en-
trances, the one by a door of a moderate fize, and the other by a pair of
folding-doors. If a Candidate for this corpulent Club could make his
entrance through the firft, he was looked upon as unqunhﬁed but'if He
ftuck in the paflage, and could not force his way throughit, the folding-
doors were immediately thrown open for his reeeption, and he was fa-
luted as a Brother. Ihave heard that this Club, though it CUIlilﬂZEd but
of fifteen perfons, weighed above three tun.

BT |

In
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JIn oppofition to this Society, there {prung up another compofed of
Seare-crows and Skeletons, who being very meagre and envious, did all
they could to thwart the defigns of their bulky brethren, whom they re-

refented as men of dangerous principles; till at length they worked them
out of the favour of the people, and confequently out of the magifltracy,
Thefe factions' tore the Corporation in picces for feveral years, till at
length they came to this accommodation; that the two Bailifls of the
town fhould be annually chofen out of the two Clubs; by which means
the principal Magiftrates are at this day coupled like Rabbets, one fat
and one lean.

Every one has heard of the Club, or rather the Confederacy, of the
Kings.  'This grand Alliance was formed a little after the return of King
Charles the Second; and admitted into it men of all qualities and profef~
fions, provided they agreed.n this Sir-name of King, which, as they
imagined, {ufficiently declared the owners of it to be altogether untain-
ted with Republican and Anti-monarchical Principles.

A Chriftian name has likewife been often ufed as a badge of diflinéti-
on, and made the oceafion of a Club. That of the Gesrge's, which ufed
to meet at the fign of the George, on St. George's day, and {wear Before
George, is ftill frefhin every one’s memory.

There are at prefent in feveral parts of this city what they call Streez-
Clubs, in which the chief inhabitants of the ftreet converfe together eve-
ty night. I remémber, upon my enquiring after lodgings in Crmond-
fireet, the Landlord, to recommend that quarter of the town, told me,
there was at that time a very good Club in it; he alfo told me,. upon
farther difcourfe with him, that two or three noifie country Squires, who
were {ettled there the year before, had confiderably funk the price of
houfe-rent; and that the Club (to prevent the like inconvenicneies for
the future) had thoughts of taking every houfe that became vacant into
their own hands, till they had found a T'enant for it, of a fociable na-
ture and good converfation.

The Hum-Drum Club, of which I was formerly an' unworthy Mem-
ber, was made up of very honeft Gentlemen, ‘of peaceable nIii‘_E}t:fit';e;::%,
that ufed to fit together, fmoalk their Pipes, and fay nothing till:mid-
night. The Mum Club (as [ am informed) is an inftitution of the fame
nature, and as great an enemy to noife.

After thefe two innocent Societies, I cannot forbear mentioning a ve-
ry mifchievous one; that was erected in the reign of King Charles the Se-
cond : I mean, the Club of Ducllifis; in which none was to. be admitted

Ehias
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that had not fought his man. The Prefident of it was faid to have killed
half a dozen in fingle combat ; and as for the other Members, they taok
their feats according to the number of their flain. There was likewife
a Side-table, for fuch as had only drawn blood,and fhewn a laudable am-
bition of taking the firft opportunity to qualifie themfelves for the firft
" table, This Club, confifting only of Men of Honour, did not continue
long, moit of the Members of it being put to the {word, -or hanged, a
little after its inflicution.

Qur modern celebrated Clubs are founded upon eating and drinking,
which are points wherein moft men agree, and in which the Learned
and Illiterate, the Dull and the Airy, the Philofopher and the Ruffoon,
can all of them bear a pact. The K#-Caz it felf isfaid to have takenits
original from a Mutton-pye. The Beef-Steak, and Oéfober Clubs, are
neither of them averfe to eating and dsinking, if we may form a Judg-
ment of them from their refpeétive Titles.

When men are thus knit together, by a Love of Society, notaSpirit
of Faétion, and do not meet to cenfure ‘or annoy thofe that are abfent,
but to enjoy one another; ‘when they are ‘thus combined for theirown
improvement, or for the 'good of others, or-atleaft to relax themfelves
from the bufinefs of the day, by an innocent and chearful converfation,
there may be fomething very ufeful in thefe little inftitutions and efta-
blifhments.

I canhot forbear concluding this Paper witha Scheme of Laws:that |
met with upon a ‘wall in a little Ale-houfe: 'How I came ithither I may
inform my reader at a more convenient time. Thefe Laws were enatted
by a knot of Artizans and Mechanicks, who ufed to ‘meet every might;

and as there is fomething in them which gives us :a pretty ~picture of
F.ow life, T fhall tranfcribe them word for word.

RULKES #0be obferved in the T'wo-peny Club, ereffed in this place,
for the prefervation of friendfbip and good meighbourhood,
I. Every Member at his firft coming in‘fhall lay down 'his T'wo=«pence.
il. Every Member fhall fill his Pipe out of his ‘own Box.

HL If any Member - ablents'himfelf he ‘fhall forfeit a'Peny for the ule
‘of the Club, unlefs'in’ cafe of ficknefs or imprifonment.

IV. If any Member {wears or curfes,” his'neighbour ‘may give “him:a
kick wpon the fhins.

V. If any Member tells'ftories in the Club:that are not true, {he fhall
forfeit for every third-Lie an ‘Half-peny.

VL If
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VI. If any Member {trikes another wrongfully, he fhall pay his Club
for him.

VIL If any Member brings his Wife into the Club, he fhall pay for
whatever the drinks or fmoaks.

VI If any Member’s Wife comes to fetch him home from the Club,
fhie thall fpeak to him without the door,

IX. If any Member calls another Cuckold, he fhall be turned out of
the Club.

X. None fhall be admitted into the Club that ¥ of the fame Trade
with any Member of it.

XI. None of the Club fhall have his cloaths or fhoes made or mended,
but by a Brother-member.

XII. No Non-juror thall be capable of being a Member.

The morality of this little Club is guarded by fuch wholefome laws
and penalties, that 1 queftion not but my reader will be as well pleafed
with them, as he would have been with the Leges Conwivales of Ben.
Yobufon, the regulations of an old Roman Club cited by Ligfius, or the
rules of a Sympoffum in an ancient Greek Author.

Ne vo.  Monday, March 12.

Non aliter quam gm adverfo vic flumme lembum
Remigiis fubigit: fi brachia forte remifit,

.&’:fg.f«ff lum wm preceps prono vapit alveus amns. Virg.

¥ T is with much fatisfaétion that I hear this great. city inquiring day
# by day after thefe my papers, and receiving my morning Letlures
with a becoming ferioufnefs and attention. My Publifher tells me,
that there are already three thoufand of them diftributed every day: So
that if 1allow twenty readers to every paper, which [ look upan as a
modeft computation, I may reckon sbout threefcore thoufand Difciples
in
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in London and W eftminfler, who 1 hope will take care to diftinguith
themfelves from the thoughtlefs herd of their ignorant and unattentive
brethren. Since I have raifed to my felf fo great an audience, I fhall
fpare no pains to make their inflruction agreeable, and their diverfion ufe.
ful. - For which reafons I fhall endeavour to enliven Morality. with Wit,
and to temper Wit with Morality, that my readers may, if poflible, both
ways find their account in the Speculation of the day.  And to the end
that their virtue and difcretion may not be fhort tranfient intermitting
ftarts of thought, I have refolved to refrefh their memories from day to
day, till I have recovered them out of that defperate ftate of Vice and
Folly into which the age is fallen. The mind that lies fallow but a fin-
gle day, {prouts up in follies that are only to be killed by a cenftant and
affiduous culture. It was faid of Secrates, that he brought Philofophy
down from Heaven, to inhabit among men; and I fhall be ambitious to
have it faid of me, that I have brought Philofophyrout of Clofets and
Libraries, Schoels and Colleges, to dwell in Clubs and Aflemblies, at Tea-
tables and in Coffee-houfes.

I would therefore in a very particular manner recommend thefe my
Speculations to all well-regulated families, that fet apart an hour in every
morning for Tea and Bread and Butter; and would earneftly advife
them for their good to order this paper to be punctually ferved up, and
to be looked upon as a part of the T'ea equipage. ;

SIR Francis Bacon obferves, that a well-written book, compared with
its rivals and antagonifls, is like Mofes’s Serpent, that immediately fival-
lowed up and devoured thofe of the &igyptians. 1 ihall not be fo vain
as to think, that where the SpecraTor appears, the other publick
prints will vanifh; But fhall leave it to my reader’s confideration, whe-
ther, Is it not much better to be let into the knowledge of ones felf,
than to hear what pafies in Mufcovy or Poland; and to amufe our {felves
with fuch writings as tend to the wearing out of ignorance, paffion,and
prejudice, than fuch as naturally conduce to inflame hatreds, and make
enmities irreconcileable?

In the next place, I would recommend this paper to the daily perufal
of thofe Gentlemen whom I cannot but confider as my good brothers
and allies, I mean the fraternity of Spe&tators, who live in the world
without having any thing to do init; and either by the affluence of their
fortunes, or lazinefs of their difpofitions, have no other bufinefs with the
reft of mankind, but to look upon them. Under this Clafs of men are
comprehended all contemplative Tradefmen, titular Phyficians, Fellows

of
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of the Royal-fociety, Templers that are not given to be contentious, and
Statefmen that are out of bufinefs; in fhort, every one that confiders the
world as a Theatre, and defires to form a right judgement of thofe who
are the actors on it.

‘There is another fet of men that I muft likewife lay a claim to, whom -
[ have lately called the Blanks of Society, as being altogether unfurnifh-
ed with Ideas, till the bufinefs and converfation of the day has fupplied
them. I have often confidered thefe poor fouls with an eye of great
commiferation, when I have heard them asking the firit man they have
met with, whether there was any news ftirring? and by that means ga-
thering together materials for thinking. ‘Thefe needy perfons do not
know what to talk of; till about twelve a clock in the morning ; for by
that time they are pretty good judges of the weather, know which way
the wind fits, and whether the Duzch Mail be come in. As they lie at
the mercy of the firft man they meet, and are grave or impertinent all
the day long, according to the notions which they have imbibed in the
morning, 1 would earneftly entreat them not to flir out of their cham-
bers till they have read this paper, and do promife them that T will daily
inftil into them fuch found and wholefome fentiments, as fhall have a good
effect on their converfation for the enfuing twelve hours.

But there are none to whom this paper will be more ufeful, than to
the Female world. I have often thought there has not been fufficient
pains taken in finding out proper employments and diverfions for the
Fair ones. Their amufements feem contrived for them, rather as they
are Women, than as they are Reafonable creatures; and are more adapted
to the Sex than to the Species. The Toilet is their great fcene of bufi-
nefs, and the right adjufting of their hair the principal employment of
their lives. The forting of a fuit of Ribons is reckoned a very good
morning’s work ; and if they make an excurfion to a Mercer’s or a Toy-
fhop, fo great a fatigue makes them unfic for any thing elfe all the day
after. ‘T'heir more ferious occupations are fewing and embroidery, and
their greateft drudgery the preparation of Jellies and Sweet-meats. This,
I fay, is the ftate of ordinary women; though I know there ate multi-
tudes of thofe of a more clevated life and converfation, that move in
an exalted {phere of Knowledge and Virtue, that join all the beauties of
the mind to the ornaments of drefs, and infpire a kind of awe and re:
fpect, as well as love, into their Male-beholders. 1 hope to encreafe the
number of thefe by publifhing this daily paper, which 1 fhall always en-
deavour to make.an innocent if not an improving entertainment, and by

Vou. I Kkk that
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that means at leaft divert the minds of my Female readers from greater
trifles. At the fame time, as I would fain give fome finifhing touches to
thofe which are already the moft beautiful pieces in human nature, I fhall
endeavour to point out all thofe Imperfetions that are the blemithes, as
well as thofe Virtues which are the embellifhmients of the Sex. In the
mean while I hope thefe my gentle readers; who have fo much time on
their hands, will not grudge thowing away a quarter of an hout in a day
on this paper, fince they may do it without any hindrance to bufinefs.

I know feveral of my friends and well-wifhers are in great pain for me,
left 1 fhould not be able to keep up the fpirit of a paper which I oblige
my {elf to furnifh every day: But to make them eafie in this particular, I
will promife them faithfully to give it over as foon as I grow dull. This
I know will be matter of great raillery to the fmall Wits; who will
frequently put me in mind of my promife, defire me to keep my word,
affure me that it is high time to give over, with many other little plea:
fantries of the like nature, which men of a little fmart Genius cannot for-
bear throwing out againft their beft friends, when they have fucha han-
dle given them of being witty. But let them remember that 1 do here-
by enter my caveat againft this piece of raillery.

N°12.  Wednefday, March 14.

mmmenne= Peteres avias tibi de pulmone revell, Per.

-

T my coming to Londen, it was fome time before I could fettle my
felf in a houfe to my liking. I was foreed to quit my firft lodg-
ings, by reafon of an officions Landlady, that would be asking

me every morning how I had flept. I then fell into an honeft family,
and lived very happily for above a week; when my Landlord, who was
a jolly good-natured man, took it into his head that T wanted company,
and therefore would frequently come into niy chamber to keep me from
being alone., This I boré for two or three days; but telling me oneday

that
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that he was afraid I was melancholy, I thonght it was high time for me
to be gone, and accordingly took new lodgings that very night. About
a week after, I found my jolly Landlord, who, as I faid before, was an
honeft hearty man, had put me into an Advertifement of the Deily Con-
rant, in the following words. Whereas a melancholy man left bis Lodg-
ings on Thur{day Jaft in the afternoon, and was afterwards [een going
towards Hlington ; If any one can give notice of him to R. B, Fifhmonger
in the Strand, be fhall be very well rewarded for bis pains. Aslam the
beft man in the wotld to keep my own counfel, and my Landlord the
Fifhmonger not knowing my name, this accident of my life was never
difcovered to this very day. -

Iam pow fettled with a Widow-woman, who has a great many child-
ten, and complies with my humour in every thing. I do not remember
that we have exchanged a word together thefe five years; my Coffee
comes into my chamber every morning without asking for it; if I want
fire I point to my Chimney, if water to my Bafon: Upon which my
Landlady nodds, as much as to fay fhe takes my meaning, and immedi-
ately obeys my fignals. She has likewife modeled her family fo well,
that when her little boy offers to pull me by the coat, or prattle in my
face, his elder fifter immediately calls him off, and bids him not difturb
the Gentleman. At my firft entring into the family, I was troubled
with the civility of their rifing up to me every time I came into the
room ; but my Landlady obferving that upon thefe occafions I always
cried Pifh, and wentout again, has forbidden any fuch ceremony to be
ufed in the houfe; fo that at prefent I walk into the kitchin or parlour
without being taken notice of, or giving any interruption to the bufinefs
or difcourfe of the family. The maid will ask her miftrefs (though I
am by) whether the Gentleman is ready to go to dinner, as the miftrefs
(who is indeed an excellent houfewife) {colds at the fervants as hearti-
ly before my face as behind my back. In fhort,; I move up and down the
houfe and enter into all companies, with the fame liberty as a Cat or
any other domeftick Animal, and am as little fufpected of telling any
thing that I.hear or{ee.

I remembper laft Winter there were feveral young girls of the neigh-
hood. fitting about the fire with my Landlady’s daughters, and telling
{tories of Spirits and Apparitions. -Upon my opening the door the young
women broke off their difcourfe, but my Landlady’s daughters telling
them that it was no body but the Gentleman (for that is the name that
I go by in the neighbourhood as well as in the family) they went on

Kkk 2 without
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without minding me. I feated my {elf by the candle that ftood on a ta-
ble at one end of the room; and pretending to read a Book that I took
out of my pocket, heard feveral dreadful {tories of Ghofls as pale as
athes that had flood at the feet of a bed, or walked over a church-yard
by moon-light: and of othersthat had been conjured into the Red Sea,
for difturbing people’s reft, and drawing their Curtains at midnight ;
with many other old womens fables of the like nature  As one Spirit
raifed another, I obferved that at the end of every ftory the whole com-
pany clofed their ranks, and crouded about the fire: [ took notice in
particular of a little boy, who was fo attentive to every ftory, that I am
miftaken if he ventures to go to bed by himfelf this twelve-month, In-
deed they talked fo long, that the Imaginations of the 'whole aflembly
were manifeltly crazed, and [ am fure will be the worfe for it ag long
as they live. T heard one of the girls, that had looked upon me over her
Jhoulder, asking the company how long I had been in the room, and
whether I did not look paler than I ufed to do. This put me under
fome apprehenfions that I thould be forced to explin my felf if I did
not retire; for which reafon I took ‘the Candle in my hand, and went
up into my chamber, not without wondering at this unaccountable weak-
nefs in reafonable creatures, that they fhould love to aftonifh and terrifie
one another. Were I a Father, I fhould take a particular care to preferve
my children from thefe little horrors ‘of imagination, which they are apt
to contraét when they areyoung, and‘are not able to fhake offwhen they
are in years. -I'have known'a Soldier that has entered a breach, affrigh-
ted at his own fhadow ; and look pale upon a little fcratching at his door,
who the day before had marched up againit a battery of Canon. There
are inftances of perfons, who have been terrified even to diftraétion, at

the figure of a tree, or the fhaking of a bull-rufh. - The truth of it is, 1

look upon a found imagination as the greateft blefling of life, next to a

clear judgment and a good confcience. In the mean time, fince there

are very few whofe minds are not more or lefs {ubjeét to thefe dreadful

thoughts and apprehenfions, we ought to arm our felves againft them by

the ditates of reafon and religion, zo pull the old woman ont of our

hearts (as Perfius exprefles it in the Motto of my Paper) and' extinguifh

thofe impertinent notions which we imbibed at a time that we were not

able to judge of their abfurdity. Or if we believe, as many wife and

good men have done, that there are fuch Phantoms and Apparitions as

thofe I have been fpeaking of, let us endeavour to eftablith to our felves

an intereft in him who holds the reins of the whole creation in his hand,

and
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and moderates them after fuch a manner, that it is impoflible for one
Being to break loofe upon another without his knowledge and per-

‘miflion.

For my own part, I am apt to join in opinion with thofe who believe
that all the regions of nature fwwarm with Spirits; and that we have mul-
titudes of {pectators on all our aétions, when we think our felves moft
alone: But inftead of terrifying my felf with fuch a notion, I am won-
derfully pleafed to think that I am always engaged with fuch an innume-
rable Society, in fearching out the wonders of the creation, and joining
in the fame confort of praife and adoration.

Miiton has finely defcribed this mixed communion of men and {pirits
in Paradife ; and had doubtlefs his eye upon a verfe in old Hefrod, which
is'almoft word for word the fame with his third line in the following
paflage.

Nor think, though Men were none,

That Heav'n wonld want [peitators, God want praife :
Millions of [piritual creatures walk the earth
Unfeen, both when we wake and when we fleep ;
All thefe with ceafelefs praife his works bebold
Both day and wight. How often from the flecp
OF echoing bill or thicket, have we beard
Celeftial voices to the midnight air,

Sole, or refponfive each to others note,

Singing their great Creator? Oft in bands,

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk,
With beav'nly touch of infirumental founds,

In full bharmonick numéer joiw'd, their Songs
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heav'n.

1 burfday,
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Ne¢ 13.  Thurfday, March 15.

R

Dic mibi i fueras tu Leo qualis eris? Mart,

HERE is nothing that of late years has afforded matter of great-

er amufement to the town than Signior Nicolins's combat with a

Lion in the Hay-Market, which has been very often exhibited
to the general fatisfaction of moft of the Nobility and Gentgr in the
Kingdom of Grear-Britain. Upon the firft rumour of thisintended combat,
it was confidently affirmed, and is kil believed by many in both galle-
ries, that there would be a tame Lion fent from the Tewer every Opera
night, in order to be killed by Hyda/pes; this report, though altogether
groundlefs, fo univerfally prevailed in the upper regions of the Play-
houfe, that fome of the moft refined Politicians in thofe parts of the au-
dience gave it out in whifper, that the Lion was a Coufin-german of
the Tiger who made his appearance in King ##/liam’s days, and that the
Stage would be fupplied with Lions at the publick expence, during the
whole Seflion. Many likewife were the conjeétures of the treatment
which this Lion was to meet with from the hands of Signior Nirolini;
fome fuppofed that he was to {fubdue him in Recirarive, as Orpheus
ufed to ferve the wild beafts in his time, and afterwards to knock him
on the head ; fome fancied that the Lion would not pretend to lay his
paws upon the Heroe, by reafon of the received opinion, that a Lion
will not hurt a Virgin: Several, who pretended to have feen the Opera
in ftaly, had informed their friends, that the Lion was to aét a part in
High-Dutch, and roar twice or thrice to a Thorough Bafé, before he fell
at the feet of Hydafpes. 'To clear up a matter that was {o varioufly re-
ported, I have made it my bufinefs to examine whether this pretended
Lion is really the Savage he appears to be, or only a counterfeir.

But before 1 communicate my difcoveries, I muft acquaint the reader,
that upon my walking behind the Scenes laft winter, as I was thinking
on fomething elfe, I accidentally juftled againft a monitrous Animal that

extremely
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extremely ftartled me,and upon my nearer furvey of it, appeared to be
a Lion rampant, The Lion, feeing me very much furprized, told me,
in a gentle voice, that I might come by him if I pleafed: For (fays he)
I do not intend to burt any body. 1 thanked him very kindly, and pafled
by him. And ina little time after faw him leap upon the Stage, and aét
his part with very great applaufe. It has been obferved by feveral, that
the Lion has changed his manner of afting twice or thrice fince his firft
appearance ; which will not feem ftrange, when I acquaint my Reader
that the Lion has been changed upon the audience three feveral times.
The firft Lion was a Candle-fnuffer, who being a fellow of a tefty cho-
lerick temper over-did his part, and would not fufler himf{elf to be killed
fo eafily as he ought to have done; befides, it was obferved of him, that
he grew more furly every time he came out of the Lion, and having
dropt fome words in ordinary converfation, as if he had not fought his
beft, and that he fuffered himfelf to be thrown upon his back in the
fcuffley and that he would wreftle with Mr. Nicolinz for what he pleafed,
out of his Lion’s skin, it was thought proper to difcard him: And itis
verily believed, to this day, that had he been brought upon the Stage
another time, he would certainly have done mifchief, Befides, it was ob-
jected againit the firft Lion, that he reared himfelf fo high upon his hin-
der paws, and walked in fo erett a pofture, that he looked more like an
old Man than a Lion.

The fecond Lion was a Taylor by trade, who belonged to the Play-
houfe, and had the charaer of a mild and peaceable man in his profefli-
on. If the former was too furious, this was too fheepifh, for his part;
infomuch that after a fhort modeft walk vpon the Stage, he would fall
at the firft touch of Hyda/pes, without grapling with hlm, and giving
him an opportunity of fhowing his variety of Jzalian I'rips: It is faid
indeéed, that he once gave him a rip in his flefh-coloured Doublet; but
this was only to make work for himfelf, in his private charaéter of a
Taylor. [ muft not omit that it was this fecond Lion who treated me
with fo much humanity behind the Scenes.

The adting Lion at prefent is,as I am informed, a Country Gentleman,
who does it for his diverfion, but defires his name may be concealed. He
fays very hand{omely in his own excufe, that he does not aét for gain,
that he indulges an innocent pleafure in it; and that it is better to pafs
away an evening in this manner, than in gaming and drinking: But at
the {fame time fays, with a very agreeable raillery upon himfelf, That if
his name fhould be known, the ill-natured world might call him The Afs

i
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in the Liow's skiz. 'This Gentleman'’s temper is made out of {uch a hap-
py mixture of the mild and the cholerick, that he out-does both his pre-
deceffors, and has drawn -together greater audiences than have been
known in the memory of man.

I muit not conclude my Narrative, without taking notice of a ground-
lefs report that has been raifed, to a Gentleman’s difadvantage, of whom
I muft declare my {elf an admirer; namely, that Signior Nico/ini and the
Lion have been feen fitting peaceably by one another, and {moaking a
Pipe together, behind the Scenes; by which their common enemies would
infinuate, that it is but a fham combat which they reprefent upon the
Stage: But upon enquiry I find, that if any fuch correfpondence has paf-
fed between them, it was not till the combat was over, when the Lion
was to be looked upon as dead, according to the received rules of the
Drama. Belides, this is what is practifed every day in #Weftminfter-Hall,
where nothing is more ufual than to fee a couple of Lawyers, who have
been tearing each other to pieces in the Court, embracing one another as
foon as they are out of it.

I would not be thought, in any part of this relation, to refle& upon
Signier Nicolins, who in acting this part only complies with the wretched
tafte of his audience; he knows very well, that the Lion has many more
admirers than himfelf; as they fay of the famous Egueffrian Statue on
the Pont-Neuf at Paris, that more people go to fee the Horfe, than the
King who fits upon it. On the contrary, it gives me a juft indignation
to fee a perfon whofe action gives new Majefty to Kings, Refolution to
Heroes, and Softnefs to Lovers, thus finking from the greatnefs of his
behaviour, and degraded into the charaéter of zhe London Prentice. 1
have often wifhed, that our Tragedians would copy after this great Ma-
fter in Aétion. Could they make the fame ufe of their arms and legs, and
inform their faces with as fignificant looks and paflions, how glorious
would an Exglifb Tragedy appear with that Aéion, which is capable
of giving a dignity to the forced thoughts, cold conceits, and unnatural
expreflions of an Izal/ian Opera. In the mean time, [ have related this
combat of the Lion, to fhew what are at prefent the reigning entertain-
ments of the politer part of Great Britaiu.

Audiences have often been reproached by Writers for the coarfenefs
of their tafte; but our prefent grievance does not {eem to be the want
of a good tafte, but of common fenfe.

Saturday,
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IN° 15.  Saturday, March 17.

Parva leves CApLunt AnNIm0S ===~ Ovid.

' HEN I was in France, I ufed to gaze with great aftonithmentat
the fplendid equipages, and party-coloured habits, of that fan-
taflick nation. I was one day in particular contemplating a La-

dy, that fate in 2 Coach adorned with gilded Cupids, and finely painted
with the loves of Fenus and Adenis. The Coach was drawn by fix milk-
white horfes, and loaden behind with the fame number of powdered
Footmen. Juit before the Lady were a couple of beautiful Pages, that
were {tuck among the harnefs, and, by their gay drefles and fmiling fea-
tures, looked like the elder brothers of the little Boys that were carved
and painted in every corner of the Coach.

The Lady was the unfortunate Cleantbe, who afterwards gave an oc-
cafion to a pretty melancholy Novel. She had, for feveral years, receiv-
ed the addrefles of aGentleman, whom after a long and intimate acquain-
tance fhe forfook, upon the account of this fhining Equipage, which had
been offered to her by one of great riches, but a crazy conftitution. The
circumftances in which I faw her, were, it {eems, the difguifes only of
a broken heart, and a kind of pageantry to cover diftrefs; for in two
months after {the was earried to her grave with the fame pomp and mag-
pificence; being fent thither partly by the lofs of one Lover, and partly
by the poffeflion of another.

I have often refletted with my felf on this unaccountable humour in
Woman-kind, of being fmitten with every thing that is fhowy and fuper-

F. £

ficial ; and on the numberlefs evils that befal the Sex, from this light, fan-
taftical difpofition. I my felf remember a young Lady, that was very
warmly follicited by a couple of importunate Rivals, who, for feveral
months together, did all they could to recommend themfelves, by com-
placency of behaviour, and agreeablenefs of converfation. At length,
when the competition was doubtful, and the Lady undetermined in her

Vour. IL 1o choice,
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choice, one of the young Lovers very luckily bethought himfelf of ad-
ding a fupernumerary Lace to his Liveries, which had fo good an effe@,
that he married her the very week after.

The ufual converfation of ordinary -women very much cherithes this
natural weaknefs of being taken with outfide and appearance. Talk of
a new-married cm'plf:, .wd you immediately hear whether they kee
their Coach and fix, or eat in Plate: Mention the name of an abfent La-
dy, and it is ten to one but you learn fomething of her Gown and Peét-
ticoar. A Ball isa great hélp to difcourfe, and a Birth-day furnifhes con-
verfation for a twelvemonth after. A Furbeloe of precious ftones, an
Hart buttoned* with a Diamond, a Brocade waftcoat or petticoat, are ftand-
ing topicks. 'In fhort, they confider only the drapery of the Specigs,and
never caft away a thought on thofe ornaments of the Mind, that make
perfons illuftrious in themfelves, and ufeful to others. . When women
are thus perpetually dazling one anothers imaginations, and filling their
heads with nmhmg but colours, itis no wonder that they are more at-
tentive to the {uperficial parts of life, than the folid and fubftantial blef-
fings of it. A Girl, who has been trained up in ' this kind ‘of n,omferia-
llun, is in danger of every embroidered coat that comes in her way. A
pair of ﬁmgcd Gloves may be her ruine. In a word, Lace and Rlbﬂﬂm,
filver and gold Galloons, with the like glittering gew-gaws, are {o many
lures to women of weak minds or low eduezations; and, when' artificially
difplayed, are able to fetch down the moit airy Coquette from the wild=
eft of her flights and rambles.-

True Happinefs is of a retired nature, and an enemy to pomp and noife;
it arifes, in the firft place, from the enjoyment of one’s felf; and, in 'the
next, from the friendfhip and converfation of a few' feleét companions.
It loves fhade and .onludc, and naturally haunts groves and fountains,
s and meadows: In fhort, it feels every thing it wants' “within it
felf, and receives no addition from multitudes of mtnei es and fpecta-
tors. On the contrary, Falfe Happinefs loves to' be in a crowd, and to
draw the eyes of the world upon her. She does not receive any fatif~

adtion from the applanfes wh ich fhe gives her felf, but from the admi-
*'Vi{m which fhe raifes in others. She flourifhes in Coturts'and Palaces,
Theatres and Aflemblies, and has no exiftence but when fhe is looked
upon.

Aurelia, though a woman of great Quality, delights in the privacyof
a country L!c, and pafles away a great part’ of her time in her own walks
and gardens.  Her Husband, who is her bofom friend, and companionin

her




N1ty T SPECTATOR 443

het{olittides; has been in love: with her ever finte he knew her. They
bath abound with ‘go6d fenfe, confummiate virtue, and 4 mutual efteem;
and are a perpetual entertainment to one another. Their family is under
fo regular an oeconomy, in its hours of devotion, and repaft, emp
farent and diverfiom; thar it looks like-a ]iu‘-u Common-wealth within.it
felf. They often go into company, that they may return with the great
er delight to one ur'~'ltca *md r*r. ietimes Jive in town, not Lo enjoy it
fo properly as to grow weary of it, that they may renew in themfelves
the relith of a cot intry life. h\ this means they are 11.‘;10; in each mrw. Ty
beloved by their chil ldren, adored by their 1c:\1.]1._5.. and are become the
ehvy, of rather the delight, of all that know them,

How different to this is the life of Falviz! fhe confiders her Husband
as her Steward, and looks upon difcretion and good J.uu.L.“ v as little
domeftick virtues, unbecoming a woman of Qu f_:!l:-.'. She thinlks }'.:-H loft
itv her; own family, and fancies her felf out of the w orld when fhe is not
in the Ring, the Play-houfe, or the Drawing-room: She lives in a perpe-
tual motion of Body, and reftlefnefs of t|ll}.,-D|1.'-_. and 1S nevs er {'.-r.!]uhtn
any ‘one place, when the thinks there is more company in anotl The
miffing of an Opera the firft night, would be more -'Jiﬁidin"-' to II r than
the death of a child. She pities all the valuable part of ]1;1 own fex ;
and calls every woman of a prudent modeft retived life, a poor-fpirited
unpolifhed ereature. ~ What a mortification would it be to Fuwlvia, if fhe
knew that her fetting her felf to view is but expofling her felf, and that
the grows contémptible by being confpicuous.

I cannot conclude my Paper, without obferving that Zirgi/ has very
finely touched upon this female paflion for drefs and fhow, i the L,]-_.{
ratter of Cz "fffs; W ho, though fhe feems to have fhaken off all the
other weakmne llu-, of her 1L‘\, is ﬂl” defcribed as a Woman jr; this particu-
lar. The Poet tells us, that after having' made a great flaughter of rhe
enemy, fhe unm:ulnnt‘h’ caft her eye on a Trg7an, who wore an embroi-
dered Tunick, a beautifil Coar of Mail, with 2 Mantle of the fineft pur-
ple.o A gaolden boiwy{ays hey bung upon bis jboulder; his Germent was
buckled with a golden Clafp, and fm bead covered with an Helmet of the
fame [pining Meral, The Amazon immediately fingled out this well-
dreffed warriory being {feized with a woman’s l{mgmg for the pretty
trappings that he was adorned with. g

QY=

wamfm:p tncanta per agmen
Femineo ‘,ua{f.:’ et [poliorum ardebat awiore

i 42 Thiz
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This heedlefs purfuit afier thefe glittering trifles, the Poet (by a nice
concealed Moral) reprefents to have been the deftruétion of his female

Heroe.

e T

e s

IN° 16. Monday, March 19.

Buod verum arque decens caro et rogo, et omunis 1 boc fum. Hor,

Have received a Letter, defiring me to be very fatyrical upon the:
& little Muff that is now in fathion; another informs me of a pair of

filver Garters buckled below the knee, that have been lately feen at
the Rainbow Coffee-houfe in Fleet-flreet; a third fends me an heavy
complaint- againft Fringed Gloves. To be brief, there is {carce an orna-
ment of either Sex which one or other of my correfpondents has not in-
veighed againft with fome bitternefs, and recommended to my obferva-
tion. I muft therefore, once for all, inform my readers, that it is not my.
intention to fink the dignity of this my Paper with refle&tions upon red-
heels or top-knots, but rather to enter into the paflions of mankind, and
to correét thofe depraved fentiments that give birth to all thofe little ex-
travagances which appear in their outward drefs and behaviour. Foppifh
and fantaftick ornaments are only indications of vice, not criminal in
themfelves. Extinguith vanity in-the mind, and you naturally retrench
the little {fuperfluities of garniture and equipage. The blofloms will fall
of themfelves, when the root that nourithes them is deftroyed.

I thall therefore, as I have faid, apply my remedies to the firft feeds-and
principles of an affe¢ted Drefs, without defcending to the Drefs it felf ;
though at the fame time I muft own, that I have thoughts of creating an
Officer under me, to be entitled, The Cenfor of fimall Wares, and of al-
lotting him one day in a week for the execution of fuch his Office. An
Operator of this nature might aét under me, with the fame regard as'a
Surgeon to a Phyfician; the one might be employed in healing thofe
blotches and tumours which break out in the body, while the o-
ther is {weetning the blood and reétifying the conflitution. To
fpeak truly, the young people of both Sexes are fo wonderfully apt to

fhoot




e

Ne16. The SPECTATOR. 445

fhoot out into long Swords or {weeping Trains, bufhy Head-dreffes or
full-bottomed Perriwigs, with feveral other incumbrances of Drefs, that
they ftand in need of being pruned very frequently, left they fhould be
opprefled with ornaments, and over-run with the luxuriancy of their
habits. - Iam much in doubt, whether I fhould give the preference to a
Quaker that is trimmed clofe and almoft cut to the quick, or to a Beau
that is loaden with fuch a redundance of excrefcences. I muit therefore
defire my Correfpondents to let me know how they approve my project,.
and whether they think the erecting of fuch a petty Cenforfhip may not
turn to the emolument of the publick ; for I would not do any thing of
this nature rafhly and withour advice.

There is another Set of correfpondents to.whom I'muft addrefs my felf
in.the fecond place ; I mean, fuch as fill their Letters with private {can~
dal, and black accounts of particular perfons and families. 'The world
is o full of ill-nature, that I have Lampoons fent me by people who can-
not fpell, and Satyrs compofed by thofe who fecarce know how to write.
By the laft poft in particular I received a packet of fcandal which is not
legible ; and have a whole bundle of Letters in womens hands that are
full of blots and calumnies; infomuch, that when I {ee the name Celig,
Phillis, ‘Paflora, otr-the like, at the bottom of a ferawl, 1 conclude on
courfe that it brings me fome account of a fallen Virgin, a faithlefs Wife;
or an amorous Widow. I muft therefore inform thefe my correfpon-
dents, that it is not my defign to be a publither of intrigues and cuck-
oldoms, or to bring little -infamous ftories out of their prefent lurking
holes into: broad day-light. If T attack the vicious, I {hall only fet upon
them in a body; and will not be provoked by the worft ufage I can re-
ceive from others, to make an example of any particular Criminal. In
fhort, I have fo much of a Drawean/fir in me, thatl fhall pafs over a fin-
gle Foe to charge whole Armies. It isnot Lass or §ilenus, but the har-
lot and the drunkard, whom I fhall endeavour to expofe; and fhall con-
fider the crime as it appears in'a fpecies, not as it is circumitanced in an
individual,. 1think it was Caligula, who withed the whele city of Rome
had but one neck, that he might behead them at a blow. I fhall do out’
of humanity, what that Emperor would have done in the cruelty of his
temper, and aim every {iroke at a_collettive body of Offenders. At
the fame time I am very fenfible, that nothing fpreads a Paper like pri-
vate calumny and defamation; but as my Speculations are not under this
neceflity, they are. not expofed to. this temptation.

in




446 The ) S PECTATOR Ne 16

In-the ‘mext ‘place -1 muft apply’ iy felf to my E’arty—eu‘rrei"po‘n‘dems,
who are contineally teazing me' ro rake notice of one another’s proceed-
ifigs.  How often am I asked by both fides; if it is’ poflible for ‘me to be
an-uncenceried Speétator of the rogueries” that are committed by the
party whicl 13 dppolite to hiti that writes the' Lewer.  About fwo. days
titiee ] was reproached with 4ty old Grerden law, that forbids any man to
{kand a3 o Newter or a Lookeron'in - the divifions of his country. FHow-
ever, as Lam very fenfible my Paper would lofe its whole efteét, fhould
1t run into the'outragesof & Party, I fhall take care to keep clear of eve.
ry-theng witiely Tooks that wayi® If ¥ ean any way affirage privave Inflams
mations, or allay publick Ferments, T fhall apply my felf to it with my
utmoft endeaveurs; but will' never let my heart reproach me; with having
done any'thing' towards encreafing thofe feuds and animofities that extin.
guifh Religion, deface' Government, and malke a Nation miferable.

What I'have faid under the three foregoing heads, will, T am afraid,
very much retrench the number of my Correfpondents: I fhall therefore
acquaint my reader, that if he has ftarted any hint which he i$ not able
to purfue, if has met with any furprizing ftory which he does not know
how to tell, if he has difcovered any epidemical vice which has elcaped
my obfervation, or has heard of any uncommon virtue which he would
defire to publifli; in fhort, if he has any materials thatean furnifh outian
innocent diverfion, I fhall’ promife him my beft affiftance in the working
of them up for a publick éntertainment.

This Paper my reader will find was intended for an anfwer to a multic
tude of Correfpondents; but I hope he will pardon me if I fingle out
one of them iy particular, whe" has ‘made me {o' very humbile: a requeft;
that I'cannot forbear complying with it,

To the SPECTATOR.

ST R, : Mareh x g1 75
¢ § Am atprefent fo unfortunate;’ as t6' have ' rothirig to do but to
E “ mind my own bufinefs; and'therefore beg of you that you will

« be pleafed to plit me into fome' fmall Poft under you: T obférve that
¢ you have appointed your Printer and Publifher to receive Letters and
« Advertifements for the City of London; and fhall think my felf very
 much honoured by you, if you will appoint me to take in Letters
“ and Advertifements for the City' of Weftminfler and the Duchy of
“ Lancafier. 'Though I cannot promife to fill fuch an employment ti.-irh
« {uffici-
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« fufficient abilities, T will endeavour to ‘makeup with induftry and fi-
¢ delity what [ want in parts and genius, I am,

SIR, Your mofl obedient Servant, Charles Lillie.

N° 18.  Wednefday, March 21.

----- Equitis quogue jam wigravit ab aure volupias
Owmnis ad incertos oculos et g@.—'f_a’é(: vand. Hor.

T is my defignin this paper to deliver down to polterity 2 faithful

account of the Italian Opera, and of the gradual progrefs which it

has made upon the Euglfb Stage; for there is no quellion but our
great grmu.i-L:hildrtn will be very curiouvs. to know the reafon why their
fore-fathers ufed to fit together like an audience of foreigners in their
own: country, and to hear whole Plays afted before them'in a tongue
which they did not underftand.

Arfinoe was the firft Opera that gave us a tafte of Italzan Mulfick:
The great fuccefs this Opera met with, produced {ome attempts of form-
ing pieces upon Italian Plans, which thould give a. more natural and rea-
fonable entertainment than what can be met with in the elaborate: trifles
of that nation.  ‘This alarmed the Poetafters and Kidlers 'of the rown,
who were ufed to deal in a more ordinary kind of ware ; and therefore
laid down an eftablifhed rule, which is received as fuch to this day; Thas
wothing 15 capable of being well fet fo Muficky that ts not Nowfenfe,

This maxim was 1o fooner received, but we immediately fell to tranf-
lating the fralian Opera’s; and as there was no danger of hurting the

fenfe of thofe extraordinary pieces, our Authors would often make words

of their own which were entirely foreign to themeaning of the: paflages
they: pretended:to tranflate s their chief care being to make the numbers
of the Englifh verfe anfwer to thofe of the fralian, that both of them
might go to the fame tune. Thus the famous fong in Camella,
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Bavbara ff t'intends, e,

Barbarons woman, yes, I know your meaning,

which exprefles the refentments of an angry Lover, was tranflated into
that Eugli/b lamentation,

frail are a Lover's hopes, &c. i

And it was pleafant enough to fee the moft refined perfons of the Brerifh
nation dying away and languithing to Notes that were filled with a {pirit
of rage and indignation. It happened alfo very frequently, where the
fenfe was rightly tranflated, the neceflary tranfpofition of words which
were drawn out of the Phrafe of one tongue into that of another, made
the Mufick appear very abfurd in one tongue that was very natural in the
-other. 1 remember an Jzelian verfe that ran thus word for word.

And turn’d my rage into pity ;
which the Znglifb for rhime fake tranflated,
And into pity turw'd my rage. -

By this means the foft Notes that were adapted to Pty in the [talian,
fell upon the word Rage in the Englifb; and the angry founds rhat were
tuned to Rage in the original, were made to exprefs Pity in the tranf-
lation. It oftentimes happened likewife, that the fineft Notes in the Aur
fell upon the moft infignificant words in the fentence. I have known the
word Azd purfued through the whole Gamut, have been entertained
with many a melodious The, and have heard the moft beautiful Graces
Quavers and Divifions beftowed upon 7hen, For,and From; to the eter-
nal honour of our Eng/i/b Particles.

The next ftep to our refinement, was the intmducing of Italian A8ors
into our Opera; who fung their parts in their own language, at the fame
time that our Country-men performed theirs in our native tongue. The
King or Hero of the Play generally fpoke in Jzalian, and his Slaves an-
fwered him in Englifb: The Lover frequently made his court, and
gained the heart of his Princefs, in a language which fhe did not under-
iland. One would have thought it very diflicult to have carried on Dia-
logues after this manner, without an Interpreter between the per-

fons that converfed together: but this was the flate of the Englifh Stage
for about three years,

At
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At length the audience grew tired of underftanding haif the Opera;
and therefore to eafe themfelves intirely of the fatigue of thinking, have
fo ordered it at prefent, that the whole Opera is performed in an un-
known tongue. We no longer underftand the Language of our own
Stage; infomuch that I have often been afraid, when I have feen our
Iralian performers chattering in the vehemence of aétion, that they have
been calling us names, and abufing us among themfelves; but I hiope,
fince we put fuch an entire confidence in them, they will not talk
againit us before our faces, though they may do it with the fame fafety
as if it were behind our backs. In the mean time, [ cannot forbear think-
ing how naturally an Hiftorian who writes two or three hundred years
hence, and does not know the tafte of his wife fore-fathers, will make
the following reflection, In the beginning of the eighteenth Century the
Italian zongue was fo well underflood in Exgland, that Opera’s were atted
on the publick flage in that language.

One fcarce knows how to be ferious in the confutation of an abfur-
dity that thews it felf at the firft fight. It does not want any great mear
fure of {enfe to fee the ridicule of this monftrous pradtice; but wha-
makes it the more aftonithing, it is not the tafte of the rabble, but of per-
fons of the greateft politenefs, which has eftablifhed i,

If the Iralians have a Genius for Mufick above the Englifh, the Eug-
4ijfb have a Genius for other performances of a much higher nature, and
capable of giving the mind a much nobler entertainment. Would one
think it was poflible (at.a time when an Author lived that was able to
write the Phedra and Hippolitus) for a people ta be {o {tupidly fond of
the Jralian Opera, as {carce to give a third day’s hearing to that admi-
rable Tragedy? Mufick is certainly a very agreeable entertainment, but
if it would take the entire pofleflion of our ears, if it would make us
incapable of hearing fenfe, if it would exclude Arts that have a much
greater tendency to the refinement of Human Nature; [ muft confefs I
would allow it no better quarter than Pleto has done, who banifhes it
out of his Common-wealth.

At prefent, our notions of Mufick are {o VEry uncertain, that we do
not know what it is welike; onlyin general, we are tranfported withany
thing that is not. Zuglifb: So it be of a foreign growth, let it be Ire-
ltan, French, or High-dutep; it is the fame thing. . In fhort, our Englifb
Mufick is quite rooted out, and nothing vet planted in its ftead.

When a Royal Palace is burnt to the ground, every man is at liberty
to prefent his Plan for a new one; and though it be but indifferently.put to-

Vor, IL. Mmm ‘ gether,
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gether, it may furnith feveral hints that may be of ufe to. a good “Archi.
teét. . Ihall take the fame: liberty in a following paper, of giving my api-
nion upon the fubject of Mulfick ; which I fhall lay down only in a pro<
blematical manner, to be confidered by thofe who are Mafters in the Art.

=

IN°.2.14 Saturday, March 24.

----- Lotus eft et pluribus umbris. Hor.

Am fometimes very much troubled, when I reflect upon the three

great profeflions of Divinity, Law, and Phyfick; how they are each

of them over-burdened with praétitioners, and filled with multitudes
of ingenious Gentlemen that ftarve one another.

We may divide the Clergy into Generals, Field-officers, and Subal-
terns. Among the firft we may reckon Bifhops, Deans and Arch-dea-
cons. Among the fecond are Doctors of Divinity, Prebendaries, and all
that wear Scarfs. The reft are comprehended under the Subal-
terns. As for the firft Clafs, our Conftitution preferves it from
any redundancy of incumbents, notwithftanding Competitors are num-
berlefs. Upon a {tri& calculation, it is found that there has been a
great exceeding of late years in the fecond divifion, feveral Brevets hav-
ing been granted for the converting of Subalterns into Scarf-officers; in-
fomuch that within my memory the price of Luitring is raifed above two
pence ina yard. As for the Subalterns, theyare not to be numbred. Should
our Clergy once enterinto the corrupt praélice of the Laity, by the fplit-
ting of their Freeholds, they would be able to carry moft of the Eleéti-
ons in England.

The body of the Law is no lefs encumbered with fuperfluous members,
that are like Pirgi/’s Army, which he tells us was {o crouded, many of
them had not room to ufe their weapons. This prodigious fociety of
men may be divided into the Litigious and Peaceable. Under the firft
are comprehended all thofe who are carried down in coach-fulls to #efi-
minfler-hall, every morning in Term-time, Marsial’s defcription of this
fpecies of Lawyers is full of humour:

Iras
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Iras et wverba locant.

Men that bire ont their words and anger; that are more or lefs pal-
fionate according as they are paid for it;"and allow their Client a quan-
tity of wrath proportionable to the fee which they'receive from him, [
muft however obferve to the reader, that above three parts of thofe
whom [ reckon among the Litigious, are.{uch as are only quarrelfome in
their hearts, and have no opportunity of fhewing their paflion at the
Bar. Neverthelefs, as they do not know what {trifes may arife, they ap-
ear at the Hall every day, that they may fhew themfelves in a readi-
nefs to enter the Liits, whenever there fhall be occafion for them.

The Peaceable Lawyers are, in the firft place, many of the Benchers
of the feveral Inns of Court, who feem to be the Dignitaries of the Law,
and are endowed with thofe qualifications of mind that accomplifh a
man rather for a Ruler, than a Pleader. Thefe men live peaceably in
their habitations; Eating once a day, and Dancing once a year, for the
honour/of the refpeétive focieties.

Another/numberlefs branch of Peaceable Lawyers, are thofe young
men/ who being placed at the Inns of Court in order to ftudy the Laws
of their country, frequent the Play-houfe more than W eftminfier-Hall,
and are {een/in all" publick aflemblies, except in a Court of Juftice. I
fhall fay nothing of thofe filent and bufie multitudes that are employed
within doors, in the drawing up of Writings and Conveyances; nor of
thofe greater numbers that palliate their want of bufinefs with a pretence
to- fuch Chamber-practice.

If, in the third place, we look into the profeffion of Phyfick, we fhall
find a moft formidable body of men: The fight of them is enough to
make a man ferious, for we may lay it down as a maxim, that when a
nation abounds in Phyficians it grows thin of people.  Sir #illiam Tem-
ple is very much puzzled to find out a reafon why the Northern Hive, as
he calls it, does not fend out fuch prod‘ru'ious {fwarms, and over-run the
world with Gozhs and Fandals, asit did formerly 5 but had that excellent
Author obferved that there were no {tudents in Phyfick among the fub-
jecis of Ther and #oden, and that this {cience very much flourithes in
the North at prefent, he might have found a better folution for this dif-
ficulty than any, of thofe he has made ufe of.” This body of men,. in eur
own' country, ‘may be defcribed like: the Britifh army in, Cafap’s time :
Some of them flay in Chariots, and fome on foot. If the Infantry do
lefs exccution than the Charioteers, it is becaufe they cannot be carried

Mmm 2 {o
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fo foon into all quarters of the town, and difpatch fo much bufinefs in fo
fhort a time. Befides this body of Regular troops, there are Stragglers,
who without being duly lifted and enrolled, do infinite mifchief to thofe
who are fo unlucky as to fall into their hands.

There are, befides the above-mentioned,innumerable Retainers to Phy-
fick, who, for want of other Patients, amufe themfelves with the tifling
of Cats in an air-pump, cutting up Dogs alive, or impaling of Infeéts
upon the point of a needle for microfcopical obfervations; befides thofe
that are employed in the gathering of weeds, and the chace of Butter-
flies: Not to mention the Cocklefhell-merchants and Spider-catchers.

When I confider how cach of thefe profeflions are crouded with mul-
titudes that feek their livelihood in them, and ho w many men of merit
there are in each of them, who may be rather faid to be of the Science,
than the Profeffion; T very much wonder at the humour of Parents,
who will not rather chufe to place their Sons in a way of life where an
honeft induftry cannot but thrive, than'in ftations where the greateft
Probity, Learning, and good Senfe may mifcarry. How many men are
Country-curates, that might have made themfelves Aldermen of London,
by a right improvement of a fimaller fum of money than what is ufually
laid out upon' a learned education? A fober frugal perfon, of flender
parts and a flow apprehenfion, might have thrived in Trade; though he
ftarves upon Phyfick 5 as a man would be well enough pleafed to buy.
Silks of one, whom he would not venture to feel his pulfe.  Fagellins
is careful, ftudious and obliging, but withal a little thick-skulled ; he-
has not a fingle Client, but might have had abundance of Cuftomers,
"The misfortune is, that Parents take a liking to a particular profeflion,.
and therefore defire their Sons may be of it. Whereas, in fo great an
affair of life, they fhould confider the Genius and Abilities of their child-
ren, more than their own inclinations.

It is the great advantage of a Trading nation, that there are very few
in it fo dull'and heavy, ‘who may not be placed in ftations of life, which
may give them an opportunity of making their fortunes. A well-regula~
ted commerce is not, like Law, Phyfick, or Divinity, to be over-ftock-
ed with hands; but, on the contrary, flourifhes by multitudes, and gives
cmployment to all its Profeflors. Fleets of Merchant-men are fo many
fymadrons of floating fhops, that vend our wares and manufa@ures in all

the markets of the world, and find out chapmen under both the tro-
picks.

Tﬂé’fdﬂja
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N° 23.° - Tuefday, March 27.

Sevit atrox Volfcens, nee teli confpictt ufguam
Antorem, nec quo ' fo' ardens immittere poffic. Virg.

HERE is nothing that more betrays a bafe ungenerous Spirit,
than the giving of fecret flabs to a man’suaeputation. Lampoons
and Satyrs, that are written with Wit and Spirit, are like poifon-

ed Darts, which not only inflit a wound, but make it incurable. For
this reafon I am very much troubled when I fee the talents of humour
and ridicule in the poffeffion of an ill-natured man, There cannot be a
greater gratification to a barbarous and inhuman Wit, than to flir up for-
row in the heart of a private perfon, to raife uneafinefs among near re-
lations, and to expofe whole families to derifion, at the fame time that
he remains unfeen and undifcovered. If, befides the accomplifhments of
being witty and ill-natured, a man is vicious into the bargain; he is one
of the moit mifchievous creatures that can enter into a civil Society. His
Satyr will then chiefly fail upon thofe who ought to be the moft exempt
from it.. Virtue, Merit, and every thing that is praife-worthy, will be
made the fubje@ of ridicule and buffoonery.. It is impoffible to enume-
rate the evils which arife from thefe Arrows that fly in the dark;.and I
know no other excufe that is or can be made for them, than that the-
wounds they give are only imaginary,.and produce nothing more than a:
fecret fhame or forrow in the mind of the fuffering perfon. It 'muft in-
deed be confefled, that a Lampoon or a Satyr do not carry in them. rob-
bery or murder; but at the fame time, how many are there that would
not rather lofe a confiderable fum of money, or even life it {elf, than be:
fet up as mark of infamy and derifion ? And in this cafe a man fhould
confider, that an injury is not to be meafured by the notions of him that
gives,. but of him that receives it.

Thofe
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Thofe who can put the beft countenance upon the outrages of this
nature which are offered them, are not without their fecret anguifh. I
have often obferved a paflage in Socrates’s behaviour at his death, in a
light wherein none of the Criticks have confidered it. That excellent
man, entertaining his friends, a little before he drank the bowl of poifon,
with a difcourfe on-the Immortality of the Soul, at his entering upon it
fays, that he does not believe any the moft Comick genius can cenfure
him for talking upon fuch a fubject at fuch a time. This paflage, |
think, evidently glances upon Ariftophanes, who writ a Comedy on pur-
pofe to ridicule the diicourfes of that Divine Philofopher. "It has been
obferyved by many writers, that Secrares was fo little moved at this piece
of buffoonery, that he was feveral times prefent at its being aéted upon
the Stage, -and never-exprefled-the leaft refentment of it.. But with fub-
miflion, I think the remark I have here made thews us that this unwor-
thy treatment made an impreflion upon his mind, though he had been too
wife to difcover it. ’

When Fulins Cefar was lampooned by Catwulius, he invited him to a
fupper, and treated him with fuch a generous civility, that he made the
Poet his friend ever after. Cardinal Mazarin gave the fame kind of
treatment to the learned Qusllet, who had refleéted upon his Eminence
in a famous Latin Poem. The Cardinal fent for him, and after fome kind
expoltulations upon what he had written, affured him of his efteem, and
difmifled him with a promife of the next good Abby that fhould fall,
which he accordingly conferred upon him in a few months after. This
had fo good an effect upon the Author, that he dedicated the fecond
edition of his book to the Cardinal, after having expunged the paffages
which had given him offence.

Sextus Quintus was not of fo generous and forgiving a temper. Up-
on his being made Pope, the ftatue Pafguin was one night drefled in a
very dirty fhirt, with an excufe written under it, that he was forced to
wear foul linen becaufe his Laundrefs was made a Princefs. This wasa
refletion upon the Pope’s Sifter, who, before the promotion of her Bro-
ther, was in thofe mean circumftances that Pafjuin reprefented her.
As this Pafquinade made a great noife in Rome, the Pope offered a confi-
derable fum.of money to any perfon that fhould difcover the Author of
it. The Author relying upon his Holinefs’s Generofity, as alfo on fome
private overtures which he had received from him, made the difcoyery
himfelf; upon which the Pope gave him the reward he had promifed,

but
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but at the fame timeyto difable the Satyrift for the future, ordered his
tongue to. be cut out, and;both his hands to be chopped ofl. Aretine is
too trite an inftance. Every one knows that all the Kings of Ewrepe were
his tributaries. Nay, there 15 a Letter of his extant, in which he makes
his boafts that he had laid the Sophy of Per/ffz under contribution.

Though in the various examples which I have here drawn together,
thefe feveral great Men behaved themfelves very differently rowards the
wits of the Age who had reproached them; they all of them plainly
fhewed that they were very fenfible of their reproaches, and confequent-
ly that they received them as very great injuries. For my own part, I
would never truft a man that I thought was capable of giving thefe fecret
wounds; and cannot but think that he would hurt the perfon, whole
reputation he thus affaults, in” his body or in his fortune, could he do 1t
with the fame fecurity. There is indeed fomething very barbarous and
inhuman in the ordinary Scriblers of Lampoons. An innocent young La-
dy fhall be expofed, for an unhappy feature. A Father of a family turn-
ed to ridicule, for fome domeftick calamity. A Wife be made uncafie
all her life, for a mifinterpreted word or aftion. Nay, a good, a tempe-
rate, and a juft man, fhallbe put out of countenance, by the reprefentati-
on of thofe qualities that fhould do him honour. So pernicious a thing
is Wit, when itis not tempered with Virtue and Humanity.

I have indeed heard of heedlefs inconfiderate writers, that without any
malice have facrificed the reputation of their friends and acquaintance,
to'a cettain levity of temper, and a filly ambition;, of diftinguifhing them-
felyes by a fpirit of Railleryand Satyr: As if it were not infinitely more
honourable to be a Good-natured man, than a Wit. Where there is this
little petulant humour in an Author, he is often very mifchievous with-
out defigning to be fo.  For which reafon 1 alwayslay it down as a rule,
that an indifereet man is more hurtful than an ill-natured one ; for as the
one will ‘only attack his ‘enemies; and thofe he withes ill to; the
other injures indifferently both friends and foes. I cannot forbear, on
this occafion, tranfcribing a Fable out of Sir Roger L Eftrange, which
accidentally lies before me. “ A company of waggith Boys were watch-
« ing of Frogs at the fide of a Pond, and ftill as any of them put up their
S heads, they'd be pelting them down again with {tones. Children (fays
“ one of the Frogs) you mever confider that though this be Play 1o you,

“ ’tis Death to ns.
As this week is in a manner fet apart and dedicated to ferious thoughts,

I fhall indulge my felf in fuch Speculationsas may not be altogetber un-
. fuitable




456 The SPECTATOR Ne 24,

{uitable to'the feafon; and in the mean time, as the fetting in our felvesa
charitable frame of mind is a work very proper for the time, I have in
this paper endeavoured to expofe that particular breach of Charity which
has been generally over-looked by Divines, becaufe they are but few who
can be guilty of it.

N° 25.  Tharfday, March 29.

~~—m~ grefiitque medendo. Virg,

THE‘ following Letter will explain it felf, and needs no apology.

SIR,
<¢ W Am one of that fickly tribe who are commonly known by the name
I « of Valetudinarians; and do confefs to you, that 1 firft contra-
“ ¢ted this ill habit of body, or rather of mind, by the fludy of
“ Phyfick. I no fooner began to perufe books of this nature, but I found
“ my pulfe was irregular; and fcarce ever read the account of any dif-
“ eafe that I did not fancy my felf affli®ted with. Dotor Sydenbham’s
“ learned treatife of Fevers threw me into adingring Heétick, which hung
“ upon me all the while T was reading that excellent piece. I then ap-
« plied my felf to'the ftudy of feveral Authors, who have written upon
¢ Phthifical diftempers, and by that means fell intoa Confumptioti; tillat
“ length, growing very far, I was in a2 manner fhamed out of that Imagi-
“ nation. Not long after this I found in my felf all the fymptoms of
“ the Gout, except pain; but was cured of it by a Treatife tipen the
« Gravel, ‘written by a very ingenious Author, who (as it~ is’ ufual for
“ Phyficians to convert ‘one diftemper into ' another) eafed me of the
“ Gout by giving'me the Stone. T'atlength ftudied my felf intoa com-'
« plication of diftempers; but, accidentally taking into my hand that in-
“ genious difcourfe written by Senétorins, I'was refolved to direét my
“ felf by afcheme of Rules, ‘which I°had colle@ed from his obfervati-
£ ons
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ons. The learned world are very well acquainted with that Gentle-
man’s invention; who, for the better carrying on of his experiments,
contrived a certain Mathematical Chair, which was {o artificially hung
upon {prings, that it would weigh any thing as well as a pair of Scales.
By this means he difcovered how many ounces of his food pafled by
perfpiration, what quantity of it was turned into nourifhment, and
how much went away by the other channels and diftributions of
Nature.

« Having provided my felf with this Chair, I ufed to ftudy, eat, drink,
and fleep in it; infomuch that I may be faid, for thefe three laft years,
to have lived in a pair of Scales. I compute my felf, when [ am in
full health, to be precifely two hundred weight, falling fhort of it about
a pound after a day’s faft, and exceeding it as much after a very full
meal; fo that it is my continual employment, to trim the ballance be-
tween thefe two volatile pounds in my conflitution, In my ordinary
meals I fetch my felf up to two hundred weight and half a pound ; and
if after having dined I find my felf fall thort of it, I drink juft fo much
{fmall-beer, or eat fuch a quantity of bread, as is fufficient to make me
weight. In my greateft excefles I do not tranfgrefs more than the other
half pound ; which, for my health’s fake, I do the firft Monday in every
month. Asfoon as 1 find my felf duely poifed after dinner, I walk till
[ have perfpired five ounces and four fcruples; and when 1 difcover, by
my Chair, thatTam {o far reduced, Ifalltomy books, and fludy away three
ounces more. As for the remuining parts of the pound, I keep no
accompt of them. I donot dine and fup by the Clock, but by my
Chair; for when thatinforms me my pound of food is exhaufted,lcon-
clude my felf to be hungry, and lay in another with all dilfgence. In
my days of abftinence I lofe a pound and an half, and on folemn Fafts
am two pound lighter than on other days in the year.

« Jallow miy felf, one night with another, a quarter of a pound of fleep
within a few grains more or lefs; and if upon my rifing I find that I
have not confumed my whole quantity, I take out the reft in my Chair.
Upon an exa& calculation of what 1 expended and received the laft
year, which | always regifter ina book, I find the medium to be two
hundred weight, {o that I .cannot difcover that I am impaired one
ounce in my health during a whole twelve-month. And yer, Sir, not-
withftanding this my great care to ballaft my felf equally every day, and
to keep my body in its proper poife, fo it is that I find my felf in a fick
and languithing condition, My Complexion is grown very fallow, my
Vou. IL Nnn Pulfe
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« Pulfe low, and my Body hydropical. Let me therefore beg you, Sir,
« to confider me as your patient, and to give me more certain rules to
« walk by than thofe I have already obferved, and you will very much
« oblige

Lour bumble Servaue,

This Letter puts me in mind of an [talier Epitaph written on the
monument of a Paletudinarian; Stave ben, ma per [tar meglio, flo qui:
which it is impoffible to tranflate. The Fear of Death often proves
mortal, and fets people on methods to fave their lives, which infallibly
deftroy them. This is a refleétion made by {fome Hiftorians, upon oeb-
ferving that there are many more thoufands killed in a flight than in a
battel ; and may be applied to thofe multitudes of imaginary fick perfons

that break their Conftitutions by Phyfick, and throw themielves into the-

arms of Death, by endeavouring to efcape it. This method is net only
dangerous, but below the praétice of a Reafonable Creature. T'o con-
fult the prefervation of life, as the only end of it, T'o make our health
our bufinefs, T'o engage in no attion that is not part of a regimen, or
courfe of Phyfick; are purpofes fo abjeét, fo mean, fo unworthy Humane
Nature, thata generous Soul would rather die than fubmit to them. Be-
fides, that a continual anxiety for life vitiates all the relifhes of it, and
cafts a gloom over the whole face of Nature; as it is impoflible we
fhould take delight in any thing that we are every moment afraid of
lofing. n

I do not mean, by what I have here faid, that I think any one to blame
for taking due care of their health. On the contrary, as cheerfulnefs of
mind, and tapacity for bufinefs, arein a great meafure the effeéts of a well-
tempered Conflitution, a man cannot be at too much pains to cultivate
and preferve it. But this care, which we are prompted to, not enly by
common fenfe, but by duty and inftinét, fhould never engage us in ground-
lefs fears, melancholy apprehenfions, and imaginary diltempers, which
are natural to every man who is more anxious to live than how tolive.
In fhort, the prefervation of life fhould be only a fecondary concern, and

the dire&ion of it our principal. If we have this frame of mind, wefhall -

take the beft means to preferve life, without being over-follicitous about
the event; and fhall arrive at that point of felicity which Marzial has
mentioned as the perfeétion of Happinefs, of neither fearing nor wifh-
ing for Death,

In
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In an{wer to the Gentleman, who tempers his health by ounces and by
feruples, and inftead of complying w with: thofe natural follicitations of
hunger and thirft, drowi{inefs or love of exercife, governs himfelf by the
prefcriptions of his Chair, I fhall tell him a fhort fable. Fupiter, fays the
Mythologift, to reward the piety of a certain countryman, promifed to
give him whatever he would ask. The countryman defired that he
might have the management of the weather in his own eftate: He ob-
tained his requeft, and immediately diftributed rain, fnow, and funfhine
among his {everal fields, as he thought the nature of the foil required.
At the end of the year, when he expected to fee a more than ordinary
crop, his harveft fell infinitely fhort of that of his neighbours: Upon
which (fays the fable) he defired Fupiter to take the weather again into
his own hands, or that otherwife he fhould utterly ruine himfelf.

NP° 26. Friday, March 30.

Pallida mors equo pulfat pede panperum tabernas
Regumque turres, O beate Sexi:,

Vite fumma bretr:s [pem #os vetat mchoare longam :
Fam te premet nox, fabuleque manes,

Et domus exilis Pz'rx!axzm—-—-—-—— Hor.

HEN I am in a {erious humour, I very often walk by my felf
in #efiminfter Abby ; where the gloominefs of the place, and
the ufe to which it is applied, with the folemnity of the build-

ing, and the condition of the people who lye in it, are apt to fill the
mind with a kind of melancholy, or rather thougmfuinus, that is not
difagreeable. I yefterday pafled a whole afternoon in the Church-yard,
the L loyfters, and the Church, amufing my felf with the Tombftones and
Inferiptions that I met with in thofe feveral 1 regions of the dead. Moft of
them recorded nothing elfe of the buried pcri'on,lmt that he was bornupon
one day, and died upon another: The whole hiftory of his life being

Nnn 2 compre-
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comprehended in thofe two circumftances, that are common to alt man-
kind. I could not but look upon thefe Regifters of exiftence, whe-
ther of Brafs or Marble, as a kind of Satyr upon the departed perfons;
who had left no other memorial of them, but that they were born anci
that they died. They put me in mind of feveral ‘perfons mentioned in
the battels of Heroic Poems, who have founding names given them, for
no other reafon but that they may be killed, and are celebrated for no-
thing but being knocked on the head.

TAzluly v¢ MiZovla e @epaidoydy 7e. Hom.
Glancumague, Medostague, Therfilochumqgue. Virg.

The life of thefe men is finely defcribed in Holy Writ by the Path of an
Arrow, which is immediately clofed up and loit.

Upon my going into the Church, I entertained my felf with the dig-
ging of a grave; and faw in every fhovel-full of it that was thrown up,
the fragment of a bone or skull intermixt with a kind of freth moulder-
ing earth, that fome time or other had a place in the compofition of an
humane body. Upon this, I beganto confider with my felf what innu-
merable multitudes of people lay confufed together under the pavement
of that ancient Cathedral; how Men and Women, Friends and Enemies,
Priefts and Soldiers, Monks and Prebendaries, were crumbled amongft
one another, and blended together in the fame common mafs; how
beauty, {trength, and youth, with old-age, weaknefs and deformity, lay
undiftinguifhed in ¢he fame promifcuous heap of matter.

After having thus furveyed this great Magazine of Mortality, as it were,
in the lump; I examined it more particularly by the accounts which 1
found on feveral of the Monuments which are raifed in every quarter
of that ancient fabrick. Some of them were covered with fuch extrava-
gant Epitaphs, that, if it were poffible for the dead perfon to be acquain-
ted with them, he would blufh at the praifes which his friends have be-
ftowed upon him. There are others fo exceflively modelt, that they de-
liver the charaéter of the perfon departed in Greet or Hebrew, and by
that means are not underftood once in a twelyemonth. In the poetical

narter, 1 found there were Poets who had no Monuments, and Monu-
ments which had no Poets. Iobferved indeed that the prefent War had
filled the Church with many of thefe uninhabited monuments, which had
been ereéted to. the memory of perfons whofe bodies were perhaps buried

in the plains of Blenheim, or in the bofom of the Ocean.
L
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I could not but be very much delighted with feveral modern Epitaphs,
which are written with great elegance of expreflion and juftnefs of
thought, and therefore do honour to the livingas well as to the dead. As
a Foreigner is very apt to conceive an idea of the ignorance or politenefs
of a'Nation, from the turn of their publick monuments and infcriptions,
they fhould be fubmitted to the perufal of men of learning and g':;;-ui:_;b,
before they are put in execution. Sir Cloudefly Shovel’s monument has
very often given me great offence: Inftead of the brave rough Eunglifs
Admiral, which was the diftinguifhing character of that plain gallant
man, he is reprefented on his Tomb by the figure of a Beau, dreffed in
a long Perriwig, and repofing himfelf upon Velvet Culhions under a
Canopy of State. The Infcription is anfwerable te the Monument; for
inftead of celebrating the many remarkable actions he had performed in
the fervice of his country, it acquaints us only with the manner of his
death, in which it was impoffible for him. to reap any honour. The
Dutch, whom we are apt to defpife for want of génius, thew an infinite-
ly greater tafte of antiquity and politenefs in their buildings and works
of this nature, than what we meet with in thofe of cur own country.
The monuments of their Admirals, which have been eretted at the pub-
lick expence, reprefent them like themfelves; and are adorned with ro-
firal crowns and naval ornaments, with beautiful feftoons of fea-weed,
fhells, and coral.

But to return to our fubjeét. I have left the repofitory of our Exg-
Jifh Kings for the contemplation of another day, when I fhall find my
mind difpofed for {fo ferious an amufement. | know that entertainments
of this nature are apt to raife dark and difmal thoughts in timorous minds,
and gloomy imaginations; but for my own part, though fam always fe-
rious, 1 do not know what it is to be melancholy; and can therefore take
a view of Nature in her deep and folemn fcenes, with the fame pleafure
as in her moft gay and delightful ones. By this means I can improve my
felf with thofe objeéts, which others confider with terror. When I look
upon the tombs of the Great, every Emmion_ of envy dies in me; when I
read the epitaphs of the Beautiful, every inordinate defire goes out ;
when I meet with the grief of Parents upon a tomb-ftone, my heart
melts with compaffion; when I fee the tomb of the Parents themfelves,
[ confider the vanity of grieving for thofe whom we muft quickly fol-
low: Whenl fee Kings lying by thofe who depofed them, when I con-
fider rival wits placed fide by fide, or the holy men that divided the
world with their contefts and difputes, I reflet with forrow and

aftonifh~
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aftonifhment on the little competitions, factions and debates of mankind.
When I read the feveral dates of the tombs, of fome that died yefter-
dav, and fome fix hundred years ago, I confider that great day when we
fhall all of us be contemporaries, and make our appearance together.

N°28. Monday, April 2.

wennea-Neque [emper arcum
Tendir Apolls. Hor.

Shall here prefent my reader with a Letter from a Projeétor, con-

cerning a new Office which he thinks may very much contribute to

the embellifhment of the City,and to the driving barbarity out of our
{treets. I confider it as a Satyr upon Projeftors in general, and a lively
pi¢ture of the whole art of modern Critici{m.

SIR,

cc Bferving that you have thoughts of creating certain Officers

« under you, for the infpettion of feveral petty enormities
which you your felf cannot attend to; and finding daily abfurdities
hung out upon the fign-pofts of this city, to the great fcandal of fo-
reigners, as well as thofe of our own country, who are curious fpeéta-
tors of the fame: I do humbly propofe, that you would be pleafed
to make me your Superintendent of all fuch figures and devices as are
or fhall be made ulfe of on this occafion ; with full powers to reétifie or
expunge whatever I fhall find irregular or defective. For want of fuch
an Officer, there is nothing like found literature and good fenfe to be met
with in thofe objeéts, that are every where thrufting themfelves out to
the eye, and endeavouring to become vifible. Our ftreets are filled
with blue Boars, black Swans, and red Lions; not to mention flying
Pigs, and Hogs in armour, with many other creatures more extraor-
¢ dinary than any in the defarts of Africk. Strange! that one who has
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all the birds and beafts in nature to chufe out of] fhould live at the Sign
of an Lns Rationis!

« My firft task therefore thould be, like that of Hercules, to clear the
city from Moniters. In the fecond place I would forbid, that creatures
of jarring and incongruous natures fhould be joined together in the
fame fign ; {uch as the Bell and the Neats-tongue, the Dog and Gridi-
ron. The Foxand Goofe may be fuppofed to have met; but what
has the Fox and thefeven Starstodo together? Andwhen did the Lamb
and Dolphin ever meet, except upon a fign-poft? As for the Cat and
Fiddle, there is a conceit in it; and therefore I do not intend that any
thing I have here faid fhould affect it. I muft however obferve to you
upon this fubje&, that it is ufual for a young Tradefman, at his firlk
{etting up, to add to his Sign that of the Mafter whom he derved; as
the Husband after marriage, gives a place to his Miftrefs’s Arms in his
own Coat. This I take tohave given rife to many of thofe abfurdities
which are committed over our heads; and, as I am informed, fir{t oc-
cafioned the three Nuns and a Hare, which we fee {o frequently joined
together. I would therefore eftablith certain rules, for the determi-
ning how far one Tradefman may grve the Sign of another, and in what
cafes he may be allowed to quarter it with his own.

« In the third place, Iwould enjoin every Shop to make ufe of a Sign
which bears fome affinity to the Wares in which it deals. What can
be more inconfiftent, than to fee a Bawd at the {ign of the Angel, or a
Taylor at the Lion? A Cook fhould not live at the Boot, nor a Shoe-
malker at the roafted Pig; and yet, for want of this regulation, T have
feen a Goat fet up before the door of a Perfumer, and the Freuch
King’s head ata Sword-cutler’s.

« An ingenious foreigner obferves, that feveral of thofe Gentlemen
who value themfelves upon their families, and overlook fuch as are bred
to trade. bear the tools of their forefathers in their Coats of Arms. T
will not examine how true this is in faét: But though it may not be
necellary for poflerity thus to fet up the fign of their forefathers; 1
think it highly proper for thofe who aétually profefs thetrade, to thew
fome fuch marks of it before their doors.

« W hen the Name gives an oecafion for an ingenious Sign-poft, I would
likewife advife the owner to take that opportunity of letting the world
know who heis. It would have been ridiculous for the ingenious
Mrs. Salmon to have lived at the fign of the Trout; for which reafon
fhe has erected before her houfe the figure of the fifh thatis her name-

« fake,
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fake. Mr. Bell has likewife diftinguithed himfelf by a device of tha
fame nature: And here, Sir, I muft beg leave to oblerve to you, that
this particular figure of a Bell has given occafion to feveral pieces of
wit in this kind. A man of your reading muft know that Abe/ Draug-

ger gained great applaufe by it in the time of Ben. Fobufon. Oun a-

poeryphal heathen God is alfo reprefented by this figure; which, in
conjun@ion ‘with the Dragon, makes a very handfome picture in feve-
ral of ourilreets. As for the Bell-favage, which is the fign of a Sa-
vage man ftanding by a Bell, I was formerly very much puzzled upon
the conceit of it, till I accidentally fell into the reading of an old Ro-
mance tranflated out of the French; which gives an account of a very
beautiful woman who was found in a wildernefs, and is called in the
French la belle Sanvage; and is every where tranflated by our coun-
try-man the Bell favage. This piece of Philology will, I hope, con-
vince you that I have made Sign-pofts my ftudy, and confequently qua-
lified my felf for the employment which 1 follicite at your hands. But
before I conclude my Letter, I muft communicate to you another re-
mark which I have made upon the fubjeét with which I am now en-
tertaining you, namely, that I can give a threwd guefs at the humout
of the Inhabitant by the Sign that hangs before his door. A furly cho-
lerick fellow, generally makes choice of a Bear; as men of milder dif-
pofitions frequently live at the Lamb. Seeing a Punch-bow] painted
upon a Sign near Chariug-crofs, and very curiouﬂy garnithed, with a
couple of Angels hovering over it, and {queezing a Liemon into it, I had
the curiofity to ask after the Mafier of the: houfe, and found upon en-
quiry, as I had guefled by the little Agréemens upon his Sign, that he
was a Frenchman, 1 know, Sir, it is not requifite for me to enlarge
upon thefe hints-to a Gentleman of your great abilities; fo humbly
recommending my {clf to your favour and patronage,

I remain, &c.
I fhall add to the foregoing Letter another, which came to me by the

fame Peny-poft.

From my own Apartment near Charing-crofs.
Honoured Sir,

€< i i Aving heard that this nation isa great encourager of ingenuit},

141

« 1 have brought with me a Rope dancer that was caught in
one of the woods belonging to the Great Mognl. He is by birth a
« Monkey;
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« Monkey ; but {wings upon a rope, takesa pipe of tobacco, and drinks
« a glafs of ale, like any reafonable creature. He gives great fatisfaétion
« to the Quality; and if they will make a Subfcription for him, I will
¢ fend for a brother of his out of Holland that is a very good Tumbler;
« and alfo for another of the fame family whom I defign for my Mer-
“ ry-Andrew, asbeing an excellent Mimick, and the greateft Drole in
« the country where he now is. Ihope to have this entertainment in a
“ readinefs for the next winter; and doubt not but it will pleafe more
“ than the Opera or Puppet-fhow. I will not fay that a Monkey is a bet-
“ ter man than fome of the Opera Heroes; but certainly heis a better
« reprefentative of a man, than the moft artificial compofition of wood
“ and wire. If you will be pleafed to give mea good word in your paper,
¢ you fhall be every night a Spectator at my Show for nothing.

-

I am, &e.
N°29. Tuefday, April 3.
- Sermo lngua concinnus utraque
Suavior : ut Chio nota fi commifia Falern: eft. Hor.

; HERE is nothing that has more ftartled our Eng/ifb Audience,
than the Italian Recitativo at its firft entrance upon the Stage.
People were wonderfully furprized to hear Generals finging the

word of command, and Ladies delivering meffages in Mufick. Qur coun-

try-men could not forbear laughing when they heard a Lover chanting
out a Billet-doux, and even the Superf{cription of a Letter fet-to a tune.

The famous blunder in an old Play of Euter a King and two Fidlers f5-

lus, was now no longer anabfurdity; when it was impoffible for a Hero in

a defart, or a Princefs in her clofet, to fpeak any thing unaccompanied

with mufical Inftruments.

Vou. II. : Qoo But
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But however this Jta/ian method of acling in Recitativo might appear
at firft hearing, I cannot but think it much mme;ult than that which pre-~
vailed in our Englifk Opera before this innovation: The tranfition from
an Air to Recitative mufick being more natural, than the pafling from a
Song to plain and ordinary fpeaking, which was the common method in
Purcell’s Opera’s.

The only fault I find in our prefent pratice, is the making ufe of Iza-
lian Recitative with Englifb words.

To go to the bottom of this matter, I muft obferve, that the Tone, or
(as the French call it) the Accentof every nation in their ordinary fpeech,
is altogether different from that of every other people; as we may fee
even in the #elfb and Scoich, who border fo near upon us. By the
Tone or Accent, I do not mean the pronunciation of each particular
word, but the found ef the whole fentence. Thus it is very common for
an Engli/b Gentleman, when he hears a Freneh Tragedy, to complain
that the Actors all of them fpeak in a Tone; and therefore he very wife-
ly prefers his own country-men, not confidering that a foreigner com-
plains of the fame Tone in an Englifb Actor.

For this reafon, the Recitative niufick in every language, thould be as
different as the tone or accent of each language ; for otherwife, what
may properly exprefs a paflion in one language, will not do it in ano-
ther.  Every one who has been long in Izaly, knowsvery well, that the
cadences in the Recitative bear a remote aflinity to the tone of their
voices in ordinary converfation, or, to fpeak more properly, are only
the accents of their language made more mufical and tuneful.

Thus the notes of interrogation, or admiration, in the Iraliaw mufick
(if oric may fo call them) which refemble theit accents in difcourfe on
{uch occafions, are not unlike the ordinary tones of an Ewglifb voice
when we are angry; infomuch that I have often feen our audiences ex-
tremely miftaken asto what has been doing upon the ftage, and expeéting
to {ee the Heroe knock dewn his Meflenger, when he has been asking
kim a queftion; or fancying that he quarrels with his friend, when he on-
ly btds him good-morrow,

For this 1eaion the Italian Axtills cannot agree with our Eng/ifb Mufi-
cmns, n ﬂdmllmg Purcelf’s Compofitions, and thmkmg his tunes fo
wonderfully adapted to his words; becaufe both Nations do not always

exprefs the fame paflions by ‘the fame founds,

I am therefore humbly of opinion, that an Euglifb Compofer fhould
not follow the fralian Recitative too fervilely, but make ufe of many

gentle

P
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gentle deviations from it, in compliance with his own native language,
He may copy out of it all the lulling foftnels and dyzng falls (as Shakefpear
calls them,) but fhould ftill remember that he ought to accommodate
himfelf to an FEnglifb Audience; and by humouring the tone of our
voices in ordinary converfation, have the fame regard to the accent of his
own language, as thofe perfons had to theirs whom he profefies to imi-
tate. It is obferved, that{everal of the finging birds of our own country
learn to fveeten their voices, and mellow the harthnefs of their natural
notes, by praétifing under thofe that come from warmer climates. In
the fame manner [ would allow the lzalian Opera to lend our Eng-
Jifh Mufick as much as may grace and foften it, but never entirely to
annihilate and deftroy it. . Let the infufion be as {trong as you pleafe, but
ftill let the fubjeét matter of it be Euglifb.

A Compofer fhould fit his mufick to the genius of the people, and con-
fider that the delicacy of hearing, and taite of harmony, has been formed
apon thofe founds which every country abounds with: Infhort, that mu-
fick is of a relative nature, and what is harmony to one ear, may be dif-
fonance to another.

The fame obfervations which I have made upon the Recitative part of
mufick, may be applied to all our Songs and Airs in general.

Signiot Baprift Lully ated like a man of fenfe in this particular. He
found the Fremeh Mulick extremely defective, and very often barbarous:
however, knowing the genius of the people, the humour of their lan-
guage, and the prejudiced ears he had to deal with, he did not pretend
to cxtirpate the French Mufick, and plant the [Italian in its ftead ; but
only to cultivate and civilize it with innumerable graces and modulati-
ons which he borrowed from the Italizn. By this means the French
Mufick is now perfet in its kind ; and when you fay.it is not {fo good as
the Italian, you only mean that it does not pleale you fo well, for there
is fcarce a Frenchman who would not wonder to hear you give the Iza-
lian fuch a preference. The Mufick of the Frewch is indeed very pro-
perly adapted to their pronunciation and accent, as their whole Opera
wonderfully favours the genius of {fuch a gay airy people. The Chorus
in which that Opera abounds, gives the Parterre frequent opportunities
of joining in confort with the ftage. ‘This inclination of the audience to
fing along with 'the Ac¢tors, {o prevails with them, that I have fometimes
known the Performer on the ftage do no more in a celebrated fong, than
the Clerk of a parifh Church, who fervesonly to raife the Pfalm, and is
afterwards drowned in the mufick of the congregation. Every Aéor

Ooo02 that
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that comes on the ftage is a Beau.  The Queens and Heroines are fo
painted, that they appear as ruddy and cherry-cheeked as' Milk-maids,
The Shepherds are all embroidered, and acquit themfelves in a Ball bet-
ter than our Znglifb Dancing-mafters. I have feen a couple of Rivers ap-
pear in red ftockings; and A/pheus, inftead of having his head covered
with Sedge and Bull-ruthes, making love in a fair full-bottomed Perri-
wig, and a plume of Feathers, but with a voice fo full of fhakes.and
quavers, that I fhould have thought the murmurs of a country brook the
much more agreeable mufick.

I remember the laft Opera I faw in that merry Nation, was The Rape of
Proferpine ; where Pluto, to make the more tempting figure, puts him-
felf in a French equipage, and brings Af¢alaphus along with him as his
Valet de Chambre. This is what we call folly and impertinence; but
what the French look upon as gay and polite.

I fhall add no more to what I have here offered, than that Mufick,
Archite¢ture and Painting, as well as Poetry and Oratory, are to deduce
their laws and rules from the general fenfe and tafte of mankind, and not
from the principles of thofe Arts themfelves; or in other words, the
Tafte is not to conform to the Art, but the Art to the Tafte. Mufick is
not defigned to pleafe only chromatick ears, but all that are capable of
diftinguithing harfh from difagreeable notes. A man of an ordinary ear
is a judge whether a paffion is exprefled in proper founds, and whether
the melody of thofe founds be more or lefs pleafing.

Ne gr. - Thurfday, April 5.

Sit mibt fas audita logus /---emv Virg.

AST night, upon my going into a Coffee-houfe not far from the
Hay-Market Theatre, 1 diverted my felf for above half an hour
with over-hearing the difcourfe of one, who, by the fhabbinefs of

his drefs, the extravagance of his conceptions, and the hurry of his fpeech,

I difcovered to be of that fpecies who are generally diftinguithed by the
: title




Mok T SPECTATOR 469

title of Projectors. This Gentleman, for I found he was treated as fuch
by his audience, was entertaining a whole table of lillners with the pro-
ject of an Opera, which he told us had not coft him above two or three
mornings in the contrivance, and which he was ready to put in execu-
tion, provided he might find his account in it. He faid, that he had ob-
ferved the great trouble and inconvenience which Ladies were at, in
travelling up and down to the feveral Shows that are exhibited in diffe-
rent quarters of the town. The dancing Monkies are in one place; the
Puppet-fhow in another; the Opera in a third; not to mention the Li-
ons, that are almoft a whole day’s-journey from the politer part of the
town. By this means people of figure are forced to lofe half the winter
aftgr their coming to town, before they have feen all the firange Sights
about it. In order to remedy this great inconvenience, our Projector
drew out of his pocket the {cheme of an Opera, entitled, 7he Expedits-
on of Alexander the Great ; in which he had difpofed all the remark-
able Shows about town, among the {cenes and decorations of his piece.
The thought, he confefled, was not originally his own, but that he had
taken the hint of it from f{everal performances which he had {een upon
our ftage: In one of which there was a Rary-fhow; in another, a Lad-
der-dance ; and in others a Pofture-man, a moving Pi¢ture, with many
curiofities of the like nature.

This Expedition of Alexander opens with his confulting the Oracle at
Delphos, in which the dumb Conjurer, who has been vifited by fo ma-
ny Perfons of Quality of late years, is to be introduced as telling him his
fortune: At the {ame time Clench of Barnet is reprefented in another
corner of the Temple, as ringing the Bells of Delphos, for joy of his ar-
rival. The Tent of Darius is to be peopled by the ingenious Mrs. Sa/-
mon, where Alexander is to fall in love with a piece of Wax-work, that
reprefents the beautiful Srazira. When dlexander comes into that coun-
try, in which Quintus Curtius tells us the Dogs were fo exceeding fierce
that they would not loofe their hold, though they were cut to pieces
limb by limb, and that they would hang upon their prey by their teeth
when they had nothing but a mouth left, there is to be a fcene of Hocg-
ley in the Hole, in which is to be reprefented all the diverfions of thmt
place, the Bull-baiting only excepted, which cannot poflibly be exhibited
in the Theatre, by reafon of the lownefs of the roof. The feveral woods
in Afia, which Alexander muft be fuppofed to pafs through, will give
the audience a fight of Monkies dancing upon ropes, with the many

other pleafantries of that ludicrous fpecies. At the fame time, if there
chance
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chance to be any ftrange Animals in town, whether birds or beafls, they
may be either let loole among the woods, or driven acrofs the itage by
fome of the country people of 4ffz. In the laft great barttel, Pinkerh-
mar. is to perfonate King Porus upon an Elephant, and is to be encoun-
tered by Powell, reprelenting Alexander the Great, upon a Dromedary,
which neverthelefs Mr. Powel is defired to call by the name of Buce-
phalus. Upon the clofe of this great decifive battel, wl'w.en the two Kings
are thoroughly reconciled, to fhew the mutual friendfhip and ‘good cor-
refpondence that reigns between them, they both of them go together
to a Puppet-fhow, in which the ingenious Mr. Powel), Junior, may have
an opportunity of difplaying his whole Art of Machinery, for the diver-
fion of the two Monarchs. Some at the table urged, that a Poppet-fhow
was not a {uitable entertainment for Alexander the Great; and that it
might be introdiced more properly, if we {fuppofe the Conqueror touch-
ed upon that part of Judia which is faid to be inhabited by the Pigmics,
But this objetion was looked upon as frivolous, and the propofal imme-
diately over-ruled. Our Projector further added, that after the recon-
ciliation of thefe two Kings, they might invite one another to dinner,
and cither of them entertain his gueft with the German Artift, Mr. Pink-
etbman’s Heathen Gods, or any of the like diverfions, which fhall then
chance to be in vogue.

This project was received with very great applaufe by the whole table,
Upon which the Undertaker told us, that he had not yet communicated
to us above half his defign; for that Alexander being a Greek, it was his
intention that the whole Opera fhould be ated in that language, which
was a tongue he was fure would wonderfully pleafe the Ladies, efpecial-
ly when it was a little raifed and rounded by the Iemick ‘dialect; and
could not but be acceptable to the whole audience, becaufe there are
fewer of them who underftand Gree# than Italian. The only difficulty
that remained, was, how to get performers, unlefs we could perfuade
fome Gentlemen of the Univerfities to learn to {ing, in ‘order to qualifie
themfelves for the ftage ; but this objection {oon vanithed, when the Pro-
jeftor informed us that the Greeks were at prefent ‘the only Muficians in
the Turk:ifb Empire, and that it would be very eafie for .our Fa&ory at
Sinyrna to furnifh us every year with a Colony of Mulicians, by the op-
portunity of the Turkey Fleet; befides, fays he, if we want any fingle

voice for any lower part in the Opera, Lawrence can learn to fpeak

Greek, as well as he does Ifalian, in a fortnight’s time.

= The
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The Projeétor having thus fettled matters,to the good liking of all that
heard him, he left his feat at the table, and planted himfelf before the
fire, where I had unluckily raken my ftand for the convenience of ever-
hearing what he faid. Whether he had obferved me to be more atten-
tentive than ordinary, I cannot tell, but he had not flood by me above a
quarter of a minyte, but he turned fhort upon me on a fud den, and catch-
ing me by a button of my coat, attacked me very -ﬂnuml\ after the fol-
lowing mdnner. Befides, Sir, I have heard of a very extraordinary ge-
nius for Mufick that lives in Switzerland, who has fo firong a fpring in
his fingers, that he can make thc board of an organ {ound like a drum,
and if I could but procyre a fubfcription of about ten thoufand pound e-
very winter, I would undertake to fetch him over, and oblige him by ar-
ticles to fet every thing that fhould be fung upon the £ :ﬁ:jb Stage. Af-
ter this he looked full in my face, expeéting I would make an anfwer ;
when, by good luck, a Gentleman that had entred the Coffee-houfe fince
the Projector applied himfelf co me, hearing him talk of his Sw:/s com-
pnﬁtmns, cryed out with a kind of 1augh, Is our Mufick then to re-
ceive further improvements from Switzerland? This alarmed the Pro-
jettor, who immediately let go my button, and turned about to anfwer
him. [ took the opportunity of the diverfion, which feemed to be made
in favour of me, and laying down my peny upon the bar, retired with
fome precipitation.

N;_‘; 35_ ;

.ﬁ’[ﬂﬁffz”ﬁz}rj April 9.
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Coguatis wmaculis fimilis fera-—--- Juv.

fuch perfons as are engaged in different ways of life, and depu-

ted as it were out of the molt confpicuous clafles of mankind:

By this means I am furpithed with the gi‘r‘:atuil varicty of hints and ma-
terials, and know every thing that pafles in the different quarters and di-
vifions,

I HE Club of which 1 am a Member, is very luckily compofed of
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vifions, not only of this greatCity, but of the whole Kingdom. My rea-
ders too have the fatisfaction to find, that there is no rank or degree
among them who have not their reprefentative in this Club, and that
there is always fome body prefent who will take care of their refpective
interefts, that nothing may be written or publifhed to the prejudice orin-
fringement of their juit rights and privileges.

I laft night fate very late in company with this felect body of friends,
whoentertained me with feveral remarks which theyand others had made
upon thefe my Speculations, as alfo with the various fuccefs, which they
had met with among their feveral ranks and" degrees of readers. Wict,
Hoxevcoums told me, in the fofteft manner he could, That there were
fome Ladies (but for your comfort, fays WiL v, they are not thofe of the
moft wit) that were offended at the liberties I had taken with the.Opera
and the Puppet-fhow ; That fome of them were likewife very much fur-
prized, that I fhould think fuch ferious points as the Drefs and Equipage
of perfons of Quality, proper fubjeéts for raillery.

He was going on, when Sir Anprew FreerorT took him up fhort
and told him, That the papers he hinted at had done great good in the
city, and that all their Wives and Daughters were t he better for them:
And further.added, That the whole city thought themfelves very much
obliged to me for declaring my generous intentions to fcourge vice and
folly as they appear in a multitude, without condefcending to be a pub-
lither of particular Intrigues and Cuckoldoms. In fhort, fays Sir An-
DREW, if you avoid that foolifh beaten road of falling upon Aldermen
and Citizens, and employ your pen upon the vanity and luxury of Courts,
your paper muit needs be of general ufe.

Upon this my friend the Temerer told Sir Axpr Ew, That he won-
dered to hear a man of his fenfe talk after that manner; that the City
had always been the province for Satyr; and that the Wits of King
Charles’s time jefted upon nothing elfe during his whole reign. He then
thewed, by the examples of Horace, fuvenal, Boileaun, and the beft wri-
ters of every age, that the follies of the Stageand Court had never been
accounted too facred for ridicule, how great foever the perfons might be
that patronized them. But after all, fays he, I think your raillery has made
too great an excurfion, in attacking feveral perfons of the Inns of Court;
and [ do not believe you can fhew me any precedent for your behaviour
in that particular.

My;g-::uad friend Sir Rocer pE CovErRLEY, who had faid nothing
all this while, began his fpeech with a Pifh! and told vs, That he won-

dered
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dered to fee fo many menof fenfe fo very ferious upon fooleties. Liet our
good friend, fays he, attack every one that deferves it: I would only ad-
vife you, Mr. SpE ¢ ATOR, applying himfelf tome, to take care how you
meddle with Country Squires: They are the ornaments’ of the Englifh
nation ; men of good heads and found bodies! and let me tell you, fome
of them take it ill of you, that you mention Fox-hunters with fo little
refpedt.

Captain Se nrr v fpoke very fparingly on this occafion. What he
faid was only to commend my prudence in not touching upon the Army,
and advifed me to continue to act difcreetly in that point.

By this time I found every fubjec of my Speculations was taken away
from me, by one or other of the Club; and began to think my felf in the
condition of the good man that had one wife who took a diflike fo his
grey hairs, and another to his black, till by their picking out what each
of them had an averfion to, they left his head altogether bald and naked.

While I was thus mufing with my felf, my worthy friend the CLercy-
MaN, who, very luckily for me, was at the Club that night, undertook
my caufe. He told us, that he wondered any order of perfons fhould
think themfelves too confiderable to be advifed: That it was not Qua-
lity, but Innocence, which exempted men from reproof: That Vice and
Folly ought to be attacked where-ever they could be met with, and ef-
pecially when they were placed in high and confpicuous ftations of life.
He further added, That my Paper would only ferve to aggravate the pains
of poverty, if it chiefly expofed thofe who are already deprefled, and in
fome meafure turned into ridicule, by the meannels of their conditions
and circumflances. He afterwards proceeded to take notice of the great
ufe this paper might be of to the publick, by reprehending thofe Vices
which are too trivial for the chaftifement of the Law, and too fantaftical
for the cognizance of the Pulpit. He then advifed me to profecute my
undertaking with chearfulnefs, and aflured me, that whoever might be
difpleafed with me, I thould be approved by all thofe whofe praifes do
honour to the perfons on whom they are beftowed.

The whole Club pays a particular deference to the difcourfe of this
Gentleman, and are drawn into what he fays, as much by the candid in-
genious manner with which he delivers himfelf, as by the ftrength of Ar-
gument and force of Reafon which he makes ufe of. WirLL. Hongv-
coms immediately agreed, that what he had faid was right; and that for
his part, he would not infift upon the quarter which he had demanded
for the Ladies. Sir ANprew gaveup the City with the fame franknefs.

Vou. I Ppp The
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The Temrrer would not fland out; and was followed by Sir Ro cer
and  the Carrarn: whe all agreed that I {hould be at liberty to carry
the war into- what quarter I pleafed; provided I continued to combat
with criminals in a body, and te aflault the vice without hurting the
perfon.

This debate, which was held for the good of mankind, put me in mind
of that which the Reman Triumvirate were formerly engaged in, for their
deftruétion.. Every man at firft {tood hard for his friend, till they found
that by this means they fhould fpoil their profcription: And at length,
making a facrifice of all their acquaintance and relations, furnifhed out a
very decent execution. :

Having thus taken my refolutions to march on boldly in the caufe of
Virtue and good Senfe, and to annoy their adverfaries in whatever de-
gree or rank of men they may be found: I fhall be deaf for the futare
to all the remondtrances that fhall be made to me on this account. If
Punch grows extravagant, I fhall reprimand him very freely: If the
Stage becomes a nurfery of folly and impertinence, I fhall not be afraid
to animadvert upon it. In fhort, if I'meet with any thing in City, Court,
or Country, that fhocks modefty or good manners, Ifhall ufe my utmoft
endavours to make an example of it. T muft however intreat every
particular perfon, who does me the honour to be a reader of this paper,
never to think himfelf, or any one of his friends or enemies, aimed at in
what is faid: For promife him, never to draw a faulty chara&er which
does not fit at leaft a thoufand people; or to publifh a fingle paper that
is not written in the {pirit of benevolence, and with 2 love to mankind,

N°g5.  Zuefday, April 10.

Rifu inepto res ineptior nulla eff. Mart.

MONG all kinds of writing, there is none in which Authors are

more apt to mifcarry thanin works of Humour, as there is none

in' which they are more ambitious to excell. Itis not an imagi-

nation that teems with monfters, an head that is filled with extravagant
con-
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conceptions, which is capable of furnithing the world with divetfions of
this nature; and yet if we look into the produétions of feveral writers,
who fet up for men of Humour, what wild irregular fancies, what unna-
tural diftortions of thought, do we meet with? if they fpeak Nonfenfe,
they believe they are talking Humour; and when they have drawn toge-
ther a {cheme of abfurd inconfiftent ideas, they are hot able to read it
over ‘to themfelves without laughing. Thefe.poor Gentlemén endea-
vour to gain themfelves the reputation of Wits and Humourifts, by fuch
monitrous conceits as almoft qualifie them for Bed/am; not confidering
that Humour fhould alvays lye under the check of Reafon, and that it re-
quires the direction of the niceft Judgment, by fo much the more as it
indulges it felf in the moft boundlefs freedoms. There isa kind of na-
ture that is to be obferved in this fort of compofitions, as well as in all
other ; and a certain regularity of thought which muit difcover the writer
to be 4 man of fenfe, at the fame time that he appears altogether given
up to caprice. For my paft, when I read the delirious mirth of an un-
skilfal Author, I cannot be fo barbarous as to divert my felf with it,
but am rather apt fo pity the man, than to laugh at any thing he
writes.

The deceafed Mr. Shadwell, who had hifmfelf a great deal of the ta=
lent which I am treating of, reprefents an empty Rake, in one of his
Plays, as very much furprizéd to hear one fay that breaking of windows
was not humour ; and I queftion not but feveral Englifh readers will be
as much flartled to hear me aflirin, that many of thofe raving incoherent
pieces, which are often fpread among wu$; under odd chimerical titles,
are rather the off-{prings of a diftempered brain, than works of hu-
mour.

It is indeed much eafier to defcribe what is not Humour, rhm what
15; and very difficult to define it otherwife than as Cowley has done Wit,
by negatives. Were I to give my oWn notions of it, I would deliver them
after Plato’s manner, in 4 kind of allegory, and by fuppofing Humour to
be a perfon, deduce to him all his qualifications, ﬂCCOld‘ﬂg to the follow-
ing genealogy. TrutH was the founder of the family, .and the father
of Goop Sense. Goop Sense was the father of Wir, who marri-
ed a Lady of a collateral line called Msr1va, by whom he had iflue
Humour. Humour therefore being the youngeft of this illuftrious
family, and delcended from Parents of fuch different difpofitions, is very
various and uniequal in his témper; fometimes you fe¢ him putting on
grave looks md a folemn habir, forietimes airy in' his'behaviour; and fan-

Ppp 2 taftick
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taftick in his drefs: infomuch that at different times he appears as ferious
as a Judge, and as jocular as a Merry-Andrew. But as he has a great deal
of the Mother in his conftitution, whatever mood he is in, he never
fails to make his company laugh. :

Bur fince there is an Impoftor. abroad, who takes upon him the name
of this young Gentleman, and would willingly pafs for him in the world ;
to the end that well-meaning perfons may not be impofed upon by cheats,
I would defire my readers, when they meet with this Pretender, to look
into his parentage, and to examine him firiétly, whether or no he be
remotely allied to Trutw, and lineally defcended from Goop SENSE;
if not, they may conclude him a counterfeit. ‘They may likewife diftin.
guith him by a loud and exceflive laughter, in which he feldom gets his
company to join with him.. For as True Humour generally looks
ferious, while every body laughs about him; Favrse Humour is-al
ways laughing, whilft every body about him looks ferious. T fhall only
add, if he has not in him a mixture of both Parents, that is, if he would
pafs for the off-fpring of Wir without MirTH, or Mirrn without
Wiz, you may conclude him to be altogether fpurious, and a cheat.

The Impoftor of whom I am fpeaking, defcends originally from
Favsenoon, who was the Mother of NonsensE, who was brought to
bed of a Son called FrRenzy, who married one of the Daughters of
ForLvry, commonly known by the name of LaveutER, on whom he
begot that monftrous Infant of which I have been here {peaking. 1 fhall
fet down at length the genealogical table of Favse Humour, and, at
the fame time, place under it the genealogy of True Humour, that
the reader may at one view behold their different pedigrees and: re-
lations. :

FaLsenoops.
NONSENSE.
FrEnzY. L.auGcHTER.
Farse Humour.

TrRuTHE.
Goop SeENsE.
Wir. MirTH,
Humour.

I might extend the allegory, by mentioning feveral of the children of
Favse Humour, who are more in number than the fands of the fea, and
. might
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might in particular enumerate the many Sons and Daughters which he

has begot in this-Ifland. But as this would be a very invidious task, I

fhall only obferve in general, that Favse Humour differs from the
TruE, as a Monkey does from a Man.

Fiorft of all, He:s exceedingly. given to little apith tricks and buffoo-
neries. ; :
Secondly, He fo much delights in mimickry, that it is all one to him
whether he expofes by it vice and folly, luxury and avarice; or, on the
contrary, virtue and wifdom, pain and poverty.

Thirdly, He is wonderfully unlucky, infomuch that he will bite the
hand that feeds him, and endeavour to ridicule both friends and foes
indifferently. For having but fmall talents, he muft be merry where he
can, not where he fbould.

Fourthly, Being intirely void of reafon, he purfues no point either of.
morality or inftruction, but is ludicrous only for the fake of being fo.

Fifthly, Being incapable of any thing but mock-reprefentations, his
ridicule is always perfonal, and aimed at the vicious man, or the writer:
not at the'vice, or at the writing.

I have here only pointed at the wholé {pecies- of falfe Humourifts ;
but as one of my principal defigns in this paper is to beat down that mz-
lignant {pirit, which difcovers it felf in the writings of the prefent age,
[ thall not feruple, for the future, to fingle out any of the fmall wits,
that infeft the world with 'fuch compofitions as are ill-natured, immaral,
and ‘abfurd. This is the only exception which 1 fhall make to the gene-
ral rule I have prefcribed my felf, of attacking multitudes: fince every
honeft man ought to look upon himfelf as in a natural ftate of war with
the Libeller and Lampooner, and to annoy them where-ever they fali’
in his way. This is bur retaliating upon them, and treating them as they-

ireat others.

7 bur(day,




478 The SPECTATO R Ne 37.

:IN° 27 T hurfday, April 12.

-------- Non illa colo calathifve Minerve
Foemineas aflueta manus.——---- - Virg.

OM E months ago, my friend Sir Rocer being in the country, enclofed

a letter to me, dire¢ted to a certain Lady whom I fhall here call by

the name of Lesnora, and as it contained matters of confequence,
defired me to deliver it to her with my own hand. Accordingly I wait-
ed upon her Ladyfhip pretty early in the morning, and was defired by
her woman to walk into her Lady’s Library, till fuch time as the wasin a
readinefs to receive me. The very {ound of a Lady's Library gave me
a great curiofity to fee it; and, as it was fome time before the Lady
came to me, I had an opportunity of turning over a great many of her
books, which were ranged together in a very beautiful order. At the
end of the Falio's (which were finely bound and gilt) were great Jars of
China placed one above another in a very noble piece of Artchiteéture.
The Quarta’s were {eparated from the Oéfavo's by a pile of {maller vel-
fels, which rofe in a delightful Pyramid. The O&eve's were bounded
by Tea-difhes of all fhapes, colours and fizes,  which were fo difpofed on
a wooden frame, that they looked like one continued Pillar indented
with the fineit ftrokes of {culpture, 4and ftained with the greateft variety
of dyes. Thar part of the Library which was defigned for the reception
of Plays and Pamphlets, and other loofe papers, was enclofed in a kind
of {quare, confifting of one of the prettieft grotefque works that ever I
faw, and made up of Scaramouches, Lions, Monkies, Mandarines, Trees
Shells, and a thoufand other odd figuresin China ware. In the midft of
the room was a little Japan table, with a quire of gilt Paper upon it, and
on the Paper a filver Snuff-box made in the fhape of a little book. I
found there were feveral other counterfeit books upon the upper fhelves,
which were carved in wood, and ferved only to fill up the numbers, like
Fagots in the multer of a Regiment. I was wonderfully pleafed with
fuch
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fuch a mixt kind of furniture, as feemed very fuitable to both the:Lady
and the Scholar, and did not know at firft whether I fhould fancy my felf
in a Grotto, or in a Library. '

Upon my looking into the bogpks, I found there were fome few which
the Lady had bought for her own ufe, but that moft of them had
been got together, either becanfe fhe had heard thempraifed, or becaufe
{he had feen the Authors of them. Among {everal that [ examined, I ve-
ry well remember thefe that follow.

Ogleby's Virgil.

Dryden’s Fuvenal.

Caffandra.

Cleopatra.

Affrea.

Sir Ifaac Newton’s works.

The Grand Cyras; with a Pin ftuck in one of the middle leaves.

Pembroke’s Arcadia.

Lock of human underftanding; with a paper of Patches in it.

A Spelling-book.

A Diétionary for the explanation of hard words.

Sherdock upon Death,

The fifteen. comforts of Matrimony.

Sir William Temple's Eflays.

Father Malbranche’s {earch after Truth, tranflated into Englip.

A book of Novels.

The Academy of Compliments.

Culpepper’s Midwifery.

The Ladies Calling,

Tales in verfe by Mr. Durfey: Bound in red leather, gilt on the back,
and doubled down in feveral places.

All the Claflick Authors in wood.

A fet of Elzivirs by the fame hand.

Clelia: Which opened of it felf in the place that defcribes two. Lovers
in a Bower.

Batker's Chronicle.

Advice to a Daughter.

The new Atalantis, with a Key to it.

Mr. Steele’s Chriftian Heroe.

A Prayer book: With a bottle of Hungary water by the fide of it.

Dr.
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Dr. Sacheverell's Speech,

Fielding’s Tryal.

Seneca’s Morals,

Zaylor’s holy Living and Dying,

La Ferre’s Inftruétions for Country Dances.

I was taking a Catalogue in my pocket-book of thefe, and feveral other
Authors, when Leonora entred, and upon my prefenting her with the
Letter from the Knight, told me, with an unfpeakable grace, that fhe
hoped Sir R ocer was in good health: I anfwered Zes, for I hate long
fpeeches, and aftera bow or-two retired. :

Leonora was formerly a celebrated beauty, and is {lill a very lovely
woman. She has been a widow for two or three years, and being unfor-
tunate in her firft marriage, has taken a refolution never to venture upon
a fecond. She has no children to take care of, and leaves the manage-
ment of her Eftate to my good friend Sir Roger. But as the mind na-
turally finks into a_kind of Lethargy, and falls afleep, that is not agitated
by fome favourite pleafures and purfuits, Leonora has turned all the pal-
fions of her Sex, into a love of books and retirement. She converfes
chiefly with men, (as the has often faid her felf ) but itis orily in their writings;
and admits of very few male-vifitants, except my friend Sir Roggg,
whom fhe hears with great pleafure, and without feandal. As her read-
ing has lain very much among Romances, it has given her a very particu-
lar turn of thinking, and difcovers it felf even in her houfe, her gardens,
and her furhiture. ~ Sit RoGer has entertained me an hour together
with a defcription of her country-feat, which is fituated in a kind of wil-
dernefs, about an hundred miles diftant from Loudon, and looks like a
little enchanted Palace. The rocks about her are fhaped into artificial
grottocs covered with wood-bines and jeflamines. The woods are cut
into fhady walks, twifted into bowers, and filled with cages of Turtles. .
The fprings are made fo run among pebbles, and by that means taught to
murmur very agreeably. They are likewife colle@ed into a beautiful
Lake, that is inhabited by a couple of Swans, and -empties itfelf by a Iit-
tle rivulet which runs through a green meadow, and is known in the fa-
mily by the name of The puriing Stream. The Knight likewife tells me,’
that this Lady preferves her game better than any of the Gentlemen in
the country, not (fays Sir Rocer) that fhe fets o great a value upon

her Partridges and Pheafants, as upon her Larks and Nightingales. For
the fays that every bird which is killed in‘ her ground, will {poil a con-
fort; and that fhe fhall certanly mifs him the next year. When
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When I think how odly this Lady is improved by learning, I look up-
on her with a mixture of admiration and pity. Amid® thefe innocent
entertainments which fhe has formed to her felf, how much more valy.
able does the appear than thofe of her Sex, who employ themfelves in di-
verfions that are lefs reafonable, though more in fathion? W hat improve-
ments would a woman have made, who is fo fufceprible of impreflions
from what fhe reads, had fhe been guided to fuch books as have a tenden-
cy to enlighten the underftanding and re&ifie the paflions, as well as to
thofe which are of little more ufe than to divert the imagination?

But the manner of a Lady’s employing her felf ufefully in reading fhall
be the fubje of another Paper, in which I defign to recommend fuch
particular books as may be proper for the improvement of the Sex. And
as this is a fubjeé of a very nice nature, I fhall defire my correfpondents
to give me their thoughts upon ic.

N° 39. Saturday, April 14.

Multa fero, nt placem genus irvitabile vatum,
Curi [ir1bo =mmmmenv Hor.

S a perfe@ Tragedy is the nobleft produétion of human nature,
fo it is capable of giving the mind one of the moft delightful and
moft improving entertainments. A virtuous man (fays Seweca)
frugling with misfortunes, is fuch a fpectacle as Gods might look upon
with pleafure: And fuch a pleafure it is which one meets with in the re-
prefentation of a well-written Tragedy. Diverfions of this kind wear out
of our thoughts every thing that is mean and little. They cherith and
cultivate that humanity which is the ornament of our nature. They fof-
ten infolence, footh affliction, and fubdue the mind to the difpenfations
of Providence.
It is no wonder therefore that in all the polite nations of the world,
this part of the Drama has met with publick encouragement.

Vour. 1L Qqq The
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The modern Tragedy excels that of -Greece an_d _Ramr, _in the mtrica-
ey and difpofition of the Fable; but, w_ha_t a Chriftian writer ‘would be
afhamed to own, falls infinitely fhort of it in the moral part of the per-
formance. ; .

This I may fhew more at large hereafter; and in the mean time, that

I may ‘contribute fomething towards the improvement of the Ewnglifh
Tragedy, I fhall take notice, in this and in other following papers, of fome
particular partsin it that feem liable to exception.
_ Ariffotle obferves, that the Tambick verfe in thf: Greek tongue was the
moft proper for Tragedy: becaufe at the fame time that it lifted up the
difeourfe from Profe, it was that which approached nearer to it than
any other kind of Verfe. For, fays he, we may obferve that men in or-
dinary difcourfe very often fpeak lambicks, without taking notice of it.
We may make the fame obfervation of our Englifb Blank verfe, which
often enters into our common difcourfe, though we do not attend to it,
and is fuch a due medium between Rhyme and Profe, that it feems won-
derfully adapted to Tragedy. Iam therefore very much offended when
I{ee a Playin Rhyme; which isas abfurd in Znglifb, asa Tragedy of Hex-
ameters would have been in Greek or Latin. The Soleecifm is, I think,
flill greater, in thofe Plays that have fome Scenes in Rhyme and fome in
Blank verfe, which are to be looked upon as two feveral languages; or
where we fee fome particular Similes dignified with. Rhyme;, at the {ame
time that every thing about them lyes in Blank verfe. I would net how-
ever debar the Poet from concluding his Tragedy, or, if he pleafes, eve-
ry A& of it, with two or three Couplets, which may have the fame efieét
as an Air in the frelian Opera after a long Recitativo,and give the Actor
a graceful Exit. Befides, that we fee a diverfity of numbers in {fome
parts of the Old Tragedy, in order to hinder the ear from being tired with
the fame continued modulation of voice. For the fame reafon do not
diflike the fpeeches in our Emglifh Tragedy that clofe with an #esmi-
fick, or half verfe, notwithftanding the perfon who fpeaks after it begins
a new verfe, without filling up the preceding one; nor with abrupt pau-
fes and breakings-off in the middle of a verfe, when they humour any
Paflion that is expreffed by 1t.

Since T am upon this fubject, T muft obferve that our Eugli/b Poets have
fucceeded much betterin the Stile, than in the Sentiments. of their Tra-
gedies. Their language is very often noble and fonorous, but the fenfe
either very trifling or very common. On the contrary, in the ancient

Tragedies, and indeed in thofe of Corneille-and Racine, though the ex-

predlions
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preflions are very great, it is the thought that bears them up and fwells
them. For myown part, I prefer a noble fentiment that is deprefled
with homely language, infinitely’before a° vulgar one" that is blown up
with all the found and energy of expreflion. - Whether this defeé in our
Tragedies may rife from want of genius, knowledge, or experience in the
writers, or from their compliance with the vicieus tafte of their readers,
who are better judges of the language than of the fentiments, and confe-
quently relifh the one more than the other, T cannot determine. ‘But I
believe it might rectifie the conduét both of the one and of the other, if
the writer laid down the whole contexture of his dialogue in plin Eng-
4i/b,  before he turned it into blank verfe ; and if the reader, after'the
perufal of a fcene, would confider the naked thought of every fpeech in
it, when divefted of all its T'ragick ornaments ; by this means, without
being impofed upon by words, we may judge impartially of the thought,
and confider whether it be natural or great enough for the perfon that
utters it, whether it deferves to fhine in fuch a blaze of eloquence, or
fhew it felf in {uch a variety of lights as are generally made ufe of by the
writers of our Englifb Tragedy.

I muft in the next place obferve, that when our thoughts are great
and juft, they are often obfcured by the founding phrafes, “hard meta-
phors, and forced expreflions in which they are cloathed. JSbakefpear
is oftén very faulty in this particular. Thereis a fine obfervation in #r:z-
flatle to this'purpofe, which T have never feen quoted. The expreflion,
fays he, ought to be very much laboured in the unaétive parts of the fa-
ble, asin defcriptions, fimilitudes, narrations, and the like; in which the
epinions, manners, and paffions of men are not reprefented ; for thefe,
(mamely the opinions, manners. and paflions) are apt to be obfcured by
pompous phrafes, and elaborate expreflions. Horace, who copied moft
of his ‘criticifms after Arifforle, feems to have had his eye on the'fore-
going rule, in the following verfes :

Et tragicus plerumgue dolet fermone pedefirs.
Telephus et Peleus, cum paunper et exnl atergue,
Projicit ampulias et fefquipedalia verba,

S8z curat cor [pectantis tetigiffe quereld.

Tragwdians too lay by their flate, to grieve.
Peleus and 'Telephus, exil'd and poor,
Forget their fwelling and gigantick words.
Ld.Roscommon.
Qqq 2 Among
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Among our modern Englifb Poets, there is none wh_o was better turn-
ed for Tragedy than Lee; if inflead of fav?u{ing the impetuofity of his
genius, he had reftrained it, and kept it within its proper bounds. His
thoughts are wonderfully fuited to Tragedy, but frequently loft in fuch 5
cloud of words, that it is hard to fee the beauty of them: There is an
infinite fire in' his works, but fo involved in fmoak, that it does not ap-
pear in half its luftre. He frequently fucceeds in the paflionate parts of
the Tragedy, but more particularly where he flackens his efforts, ang
eafes the ftile of thofe Epithets and Metaphors, in which he fo much
abounds. What can be more natural, more foft, or more paflionate,
than that line in Stetire’s fpeech, where fhe defcribes the charms of
Alexander’s converfation ?

Then be wonld talk: Good Gods ! how he would talk!

That unexpected break in the line, and turning the defcription of his
manner of talking into an admiration of it, is inexpreflibly beautiful,

and wonderfully fuited to the fond character of the perfon that fpeaks

it. There is a {implicity in the words, that outfhines the utmoft pride
of expreflion.

Otway has followed Nature in the language of his Tragedy, and thete-
fore fhines in the paffionate parts, more than any of our Eagli/b Poets,
As there is fomething familiar and domeftick in the fable of his ‘Tragedy,
more than in thofe of any other Poet, he has little pomp, but great force
in his expreflions. For which reafon, though he has admirably fucceed-
ed in the tender and melting part of his Tragedies, he fometimes falls in-
10 too great a familiarity of phrafe in thofe parts, which, by Arifforle’s
rule, ought to have been raifed and fupported by the dignity of ex-
preflion. : :

It has been obferved by others, that this Poet has founded his Trage-
dy of Penice Preferved on fo wrong a Plot, that the greateft charafters
in it are thofe of rebels and traitors. Had the Heroe of his Play difco-
vered the fame good qualities in the defence of his country, that he
fhewed for its ruine and fubverfion, the audience could not enough pity
and admire him: But as he is now reprefented, we can only fay of him
what the Roman Hiftorian fays of Catiline, that his fall would have been

glorious (7% pro patrid fic concidiffer) had he o fallen in the fervice of
his country.

Monday,
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N° 0. Monday, April 16.

Ac ne forte putes me, que facere ipfe recufem,

Cum veéle trattant alis, landare maligne ;

lle per extentum funem mibr poffe videtur

Ire Poeta, meum qui peclus inaniter angit,

Irritat, mulcet, falfis m«raréém implet,

Uz magus ; et modo me Thebis, mods ponit Athens. Hor,

that when they reprefent a virtuous or innocent perfon in di-

{trefs, they ought not to leave him till they have delivered him out

of his troubles, or made him triumph over his enemies. This error they
have been led into by a ridiculous doétrine in modern criticifm, that they
are obliged to an equal diftribution of rewards and punifhments, and an
impartial execution of poetical juftice. Who were the firft that efta-
blithed this rule T know not; but I am fure it has no foundation in na-
ture, in reafon, or in the practice of the Ancients. We find that good
and evil happen alike to all men on this fide the grave; and as the prinei-
pal defign of Tragedy is to raife commiferation and terror in the minds
of the audience, we fhall defeat this great end, if we always make virtue
and innocence happy and fuccefsful. Whatever croffes and difappoint-
ments a good man fuffers in the body of the Tragedy, they will make
but fmall impreflion on our minds, when we know that in the laft aét he
is to arrive at the end of his wifhes and defires. When we {ee him en-
gaged in the depth of his afflictions, we are apt to comfort our felves,
becaufe we are fure he will find his way out of them ; and that his grief,
how great foever it may be at prefent, will foon terminate in gladnefs,
For this reafon the ancient writers of Tragedy treated men in their
Plays, as they are dealt with in the world, by making virtue fometimes
happy, and fometimes miferable, as they found it in the fable which they
made

THE Englifp writers of Tragedy are poffeffed with a notion,
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made choice of, or as it might-affect their audience in-the moft agree-
able manner. - Ariffotle confidersthe Tragedies that were written n - ej-
ther of thefe kinds, and obferves, that thofe which ended unhappily,
had always pleafed the people, and carrigd away the prize in the publick
difputes of the ftage, from ithofe that ended happily. - Terror and com-
miferation leave a pleafing anguifh in the mind ; and fix the audience in
fuch a ferious compofure of thought, as is -much--more-Jafting and .de-
lightful than any little tranfient ftarts of joy and fatisfaltion. Accord-
ingly, we find, that more of our Eng/i/b T'ragedies have fucceeded, in
which the favourites of the audience {ink under  their calamities, than
thofe in which they recover themielyes out of them.  The beft Plays of
this kind are the Orphan, Venice preferved, Alexander the Greaty The-
odofius, All for Love,*Oedipus, Oroonoko, Otbello, &, King Lear is an
admirable Tragedy of the fame kind, as Shakefpear wrote it; but as it
is reformed according to the chimerical notion of poetical juftice, in my
humble opinion it has loft half its beauty. At the fame time I muft al-
low, that there are very noble™Tragedies, “which have been framed up.
on the other plan, and have.ended- happily ;. as indeed moft of the good
‘I'ragedies, which have been written fince the flarting of the above-
mentioned criticifm, have raken this turn : as the Mowrning Bride,
Tamerlane, Vlyffes, Phedra and Hippolyrus, with moft of Mr. Dryden’s,
1 muft alfo allow, that many of Shekefpear’s, and feveral of the celebra-
ted Tragedies of antiquity, ‘are caft in the fame form.. I do not there-
fore difpute againit this way of writing Tragedies, but again{t the criti-
cifm that would eftablifh this as the only method; and by that means
would very much cramp the Engly/b Tragedy, and perhaps give a wrong
bent to the genius of our writers. : :

The Tragi-comedy, which is the produét of the Euglifb Thedtse, is
one of the moft monflrous inventions that ever entered into a Poetls
thoughts. . An Author might as well think of weaving the adventures'of
neas and Hudibras into one Poem; as of writing fuch a motly piece of
mirth and forrow. But the abfurdity of thefe performances is fo very
vifible; that1 {hall net infift upon it.

The fame objections which are made. to Tragi-comedy, may in fome
meafure be applied to all T'ragedies that have a double Plot in them
which are likewife more frequent upon the Englifh Stage, tha upon
any other: For though the grief of the audience, in fuch performances,
he not.changed into another paflion, as in Tragi-comedies; it is diver-
ted upon another obje, which weakens their concern for the principal

altion,
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ation, and breaks thetide of forr6w, by throwing it into different ¢han-
nels. This inconvenience, however, may. in a.great meajure be cured, if
not wholly removed, by the skilful choice of an Under-plot, which may bear
fuch a near relation to,the principal defign, as to centribute towards the
compietion of it, and be concluded by the fame Catallrophe.

There is alfo another particular, which may be reekoned among the
blemithes, or rather the falfe beauties of our Zuglifp Tragedy: I mean
thole particular Speeches which are commonly known by the name of
Rants. "The warm and paflionate parts of a Tragedy, are always the moft
taking with the 'audience; for which reafon we often fee the Players pro-
nouncing, in all the violence of action, feveral parts of the Tragedy which
the Author writ with great temper; and ‘défigned that they fhould' have
been fo aéted. . I have feen Powell very often raife himfelf a loud clap
by this artifice. The Poets that were acquainted with this fecret, have
given frequent occafion fer fuch emotions in the Actor, by adding
vehemence to words where there was no paflion, or inflaming a real paf-
fion into fuftian. This hath filled the mouths of our Heroes with bom-
baft; and given them fuch fentiments, as proceed rather from a fwelling
than a greatnefs of mind. Unnatural exclamations, curfes, vows, blafphe-
mies, a defiance of mankind, and an outraging -of the Gods, frequently
pafs upon the audience for tow'ring thoughts, and have accordingly met
with infinite applaufe:

I fhall here add a remark; which Tam afraid our Tragick writers may
make an ill ufe of. As our Heroes are generally Lovers, their fivelling
and bluftring upon the Stage very much recommends them to the fair
part of their audience.  The Ladies are wonderfully pleafed to fee a
man infulting Kings or affronting the Gods, in one Scene, and throwing
himfelf at the feet of his Miftrefs in another. L.et him behave himfelf
infolently towards the men, and abjeétly towards the Fair one, and it is
ten to one but he proves a fayourite of the boxes. Dryden and Lee,in
{feveral of their Tragedies, have practifed this fecret with good fuccefs.

But to fhew how a Rant pleafes beyond the moft jult and natural
thought that is not pronounced with vehemence, [ would defire the Rea-
der, when he fees the Tragedy of Qedipus, to obferve how quietly the
Hero is difmifled at the end of the third A&, after having }?;‘t‘JIzoL;iiccc{
the following lines, in which the thought is very natural, and apt to move
compallion.

To
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Zo you, good Gods, I make my laff appeal,

Or clear my virtues, or my crimes reveal.

If in the maze of Fate I blindly run, ;
And backward trod thofe paths I fought to foun;
Impute my errors to your own decree:

My bands are guilty, but my beart is free.

Let usthen obferve with what thunder-claps of applaufe ‘he leaves the
Stage, after the impieties and execrations at the end of the fourth A&;

and you will wonder to fee an audience fo curfed and fo pleafed at the
{ame time.

O that as oft I bave at Athens feen
[Where, by the way, there was no Stage till many years after
Oedipus.]
 The Stage ariféy and the big clouds defeend ;
So maw in very deed, I might bebold
This pond'rous Globe, and all you marble roof,
Meet like the hands of Jove, and crufb mankind,
For all the Elements, &c.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Having [poken of Mr. Powell, as fometimes raifing bim[elf applanfe
from the ill tafle of an audience; I muft do bim the Juftice to own, that be
is excellently formed for a Tragedian, and, when be pleafes, deferves the ad-
miration of the befl judges; as I doubt not but he will in the Congquett of
Mexico, which is atled for his own benefit to-morrow night.

Wednefday,
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N°go.  Wednefday, April 18.

Garganum mugive puses nemus aut mare Thufeum,

Tanto cum flrepitu luds [pellantur, et artes,

Divitieque peregrine ; quibus oblitis attor

Cum fletit 1z feena, concurrit dextera leve.

Dixst adbuc aliguid? Nil fane.  Quid placer ergo?

Lana Tarentino vivlas imitata veneno. Hor.

Riftotle has obferved, that ordinary writers in Tragedy endeavour
to raife Terror and Pity in their audi lence, not by proper fenti-
ments and exprellions, but by the drefles and decorations of the
Stage. There is fomething of this kind very ridiculous in the Englijb
Theatre. - When the Author has a mind to terrifie us, it thunders; when
he would malke us melancholy, the Stage is darkened. But among all our

tragiclc Artifices, I am the moft offended at thofe which are made ufe of

o infpire us with magnificent ideas of the perfons that fpeak. The or-
dinary method of making an Hero, is to le a huge Plume of feathers
upon his head, which rifes {o very high, that there is often a greater length
from his chin to the top of his head, than to the fole of hlS foot. One
would believe, that we thought a Great man and a Tall man the fame
thing. This very much embarraffes the Actor, who is forced to hold his
neck extremely {tiff and {teady all the while he fpeaks; and notwith{tand-
ing any anxieties which he pretends for his Miftrefs, his Country or his
Friends, one may fee by his *mrow, that his 9;1:.3Lr_i’£ care and concern is
to kCL;: the Plume of feathers from falling off his head. For my own
part, when I {ee a man uttering his complaints under fuch a mountain
of feathers, I am apt te look upon him rather as an unfortunate Lunatick,
than a diftefled Hero. As thefe fuperfluous ornaments upon the head
make a Great man, a Princels generally receives her grandeur from thofe

Vor. II, Rrr additig-
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additional incumbrances that fall into her tail: I mean the broad {weep-
ing train that follows her in all her motions, and finds conftant employment
for a boy who ftands behind her to open and fpread it to advantage. [
do not know how others are aflected at this fight, but, I muft confefs
my eycs are wholly taken up with the Page’s part; and as for the Queen:
[ am not {o attentive to any thingthe fpeaks, as to the right adjufting of
her train, left it fhould chance to trip up her heels, or incommode her,
as fhe walks to and fro upon the Stage. It is, in my opinion, a very odd
fpetacle, to fee a Queen venting: her paflion in a difordered motion, and
a little boy taking care all the while that they do not ruffle the tail of her
Gown. 'T'he parts that the two perfons act on the Stage at the fame
time, are very different: The Princefs is afraid left the thould incur the
difpleafure of the King her father, or lofe the Hero her lover, whilft
her attendant is only concerned left the fhould entangle her feet in her
Petticoat.

We are told, that an ancient tragick Poet, to move the pity of his
audience for his exiled Kingsand diftrefled Heroes, ufed tomake the Aéors
reprefent them in dreffes and cloaths that were thread-bare and decay-
ed. This artifice for moving pity, feems as ill-contrived, as that we have
been fpeaking of to infpire us with a great idea of the perfons introdu-
ced upon the Stage. In fhort, [ would have our conceptions raifed by the
dignity of thought and fublimity of expreflion, rather than by a train of
robes or a plume of feathers.

Another mechanical method of making Great men, and adding digni-
ty to Kings and Queens, is to accompany them with Halberts and Bat-
tle-axes. ‘T'wo or three fhifters of {cenes, with the two candle-fnuffers,
make up a compleat body of Guards upon the Znglifb ftage; and by
the addition of a few Porters drefled in red coats, can reprefent above a
dozen legions. 1 have fometimes feen a couple of armies drawn up toge-
ther upon the flage, when the Poet has been difpofed to do henour to
his Generals. It is impoflible for the reader’s imagination to multiply
twenty men into fuch prodigious multitudes, or to fancy that two or three
hundred thoufand Soldiers are fighting in a room of forty or fifry yards
in compafs. Incidents of fuch nature fhould be told, not reprefented.

Non tamen. intus
Digna geri promes in [cenam: multague tolles
Ex oculis, que miox narret facundia prefens. Hor.

Tet
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Tt there are things tmproper for a fcene,
Which men of judgment only will relate.
L.d. Roscommon.

I fhould therefore, in this particular, recommend to my countrymen
the example of the French Stage, where the Kings and Queens always
appear unattended, and leave their Guards behind the fcenes. I {hould
likewife be glad if we imitated the French in banithing from our ftage
the noife of drums, trumpets, and huzzas; which is fometimes fo very
great, that when there is a battel in the Hay-Markes 'Theatre, one may
hear it as far as Charing-Crofs. ~

I have here only touched upon thofe particulars which are made ufe
of to raife and aggrandize the perfons of a Tragedy; and fhall fhew in a-
nother paper the {everal cxpedie:_mrs which are pmét?ibd h_y Authors of a
vulgar genius, to moye terror, pity, or ndl}mmtmn, in their hearers.

The Taylor and the Painter often cm][tnbute to the fuccefls of a Tra-

gedy more than the Poet. Scenes aftr:ft ordinary minds as much ‘as
1}72;‘."‘:1\{?5; and our Aélors are very fgnhblc, that a Well-c_lreﬂcd Play has
fometimes brought them as full audiences, as a well-written one. The
Italians have a very good phrafe to exprefs this art of impofing upon the
fpeCtators by appearances : They call it the Fourberia della feena, the
knavery or trickifb part of the drama, But however the fhow and out-
fide of the Tragedy may work upon the vulgar, the more u_nderifandu]g
part of the audience immediately {ee through it, and defpifeic.
A good Poet will give the'reader a more lively idea of an army or a
batttel in a defcription, than if he atually faw them drawn up in qua-
drons and battalions, or engaged in the eonf-._lﬁml of a f_lght. (_Jur 111113(?5'
fhould be opened to great conceptions, and-inflamed with glorious {'ep:ui
ments, by what the A&or {peaks, more than by what he appears. Can
all the trappings or equipage of a King or Heroe, give Brutus half that
pomp and majefty which he receives from a few lines in 8hake/pear ¢

) 6 G e Friday,
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N° 44. Friday, April 20.

Tuy quid ego et populus mecum defideret, auds. Hor.,

et

MONG the feveral artifices which are put in praftice-by the
Poets to fill the minds of an audience with Terror, the firft place
is due to Thunder and Lightning, which are often made ufe of

at the defcending of a God, or the rifing of a Ghofl, at the vanifhing of
a Devil, or at thiedeath of a Tyrant. I have known a Bell introduced
into {everal Tragedies with good effe@; and have feen the whole aflem-
bly in a very greatalarm all the while it has been ringing. But there is
nothing which delights and terrifies our Engli/b Theatre fo much as a
Ghofl, efpecially when he appears in a bloody thirt. A Speétre has very
often faved a Play, though he has done nothing but ftalked acrofs the
ftage, or rofe through a cleft of it, and funk again without {peaking one
word. There may be a proper feafon for thefe feveral terrors ; and when
they only come in as aids and afliftances to the Poet, they are not only
to be excufed, but to be applauded. = Thus the founding of the clock in
Fenice Preferved, makes the hearts of the whole audience quake; and
conveys a ftronger terror to the mind, than it'is poflible for words to
do. 'The appearance of the Gholt in Hamler is'a mafter-piece in its kind,
and wrought up with all the circumitances that can create either atténti-
on or horror.  The mind of the reader is wonderfully prepared for his
reception by the difcourfes that precede it: his dumb behaviour at his firft
entrance, ftrikes the imagination very ftrongly; but every time he en-
ters, he is fliil more terrifying. 'Who [can read the fpeech with which
young Hamler accolts him, without trembling?

Hor. Look, my Lord, it comes!
Ham. dngels and Miniflers of grace defend us !
Be thou a Spirit of bealth, or Goblin damn'd;

Bring
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Bring with thee airs from Heav'n, or blafls from Hell;
Be thy event wicked or charitable; :
Thou com'[t in fuch a queftionable [bape,
That I will (peak to thee. I'llcall thee Hamlet,
King, Fatbher, qua! Dane: Ob! obh! anfiver me,
Let me nor bur ﬂ in ignorance ; but tell
#hy thy canoniz'd bones, bearfed in death,
Have burft their cearments ¢ why the fepulehre,
Wherein we faw thee quietly inurn'd,
. Hath op’d bis ponderous and marble jaws
To cafl thee up again ? what may this mean?
That thow dead coarfée again in compleat fleel
Revifit’ft thus the glimpfés of the moon,
Making night hideous?

I do not therefore find fault with the Artifices above-mentioned, when
they are introduced with skill, and accompanied by proportionable fen-
timents and expreflions in the writing.

For the moving of Pity, our principal machine is the handkerchief ;
and indeed in our common Tragedies, we fhould not know very often
that the perfons are in diftrefs by any thing they fay, if they did not
from time to time apply their handkmduefs to their eyes.: Far be it from
me to think of banifhing this inftrument. of forrow from the f{tage; I
know a Tragedy could not fubfift without it: all that'I would contend
for, is, to keep it from being mifapplied. In a word, I would have the
Aétor’s tongue {fympathize ‘with his eyes.

A difconfolate Mothnﬂ. witha Child in her hand; ‘has frequently drawn
compaflion from the audience, and has therefore gained a place in feve-
ral Tragedies. A modern writer, that obferved how this had took in
other Plays,. being refolved to double the diftrefs, and melt his audience
twice as much as thofe before him had done, brought a Princefs upon
the ftage with a little Boy in onu hand and a (Gitl in the other: = Fhis too
had a very good effect. A third Poer being refolved to out-write all his
predecetffors, a few years ago introduced: three children, with- great fuc-
cefs ; and, as I am informed; a young Gentleman, who is flrl| v deters
mined. to [)TE‘“'[]-.. the moft obdurate hearts, has a Tragedy by him, where

the firft perfon that appears upon the {tage is an affiited Widow in her
mourning-weeds, ‘with half a dozen fatherlefs Children attending her;
like thofe that ufually hang about the figure of Charity. Thus feveral ins

cidents
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cidents that are beautiful in a good writer, become ridiculous by falling
into the hands of a bad one.

But among all our methods of moving Pity or Terror, there is hone fo
abfurd and barbarous, and what more expofes us to the contempt and
ridicule of our neighbours, than that dreadful butchering of one another,
which is fo very frequent upon the Engli/b Stage. To delight in feeing
men {tabbed, poifoned, racked, or impaled, is'certainly the fign of
cruel temper: and as this is often praclifed before the Brits/b Audience,
feveral French Criticks, who think thefe are grateful fpedtacles to us,
take occafion from them to reprefent us a people that delight in blood.
It is indeed very odd, to fee our ftage {trowed with carcafles in the laft
{cene of a Tragedy ; and to obferve in the ward-robe of the play-houfe
feveral daggers, poniards, wheels, bowls for poifon, and many other in-
{truments of death. Murders and executions are always tranfaled be-
hind the feenes in the French Theatre; which in general is very agree-
able to the manners of a polite and civilized people: but as there are no
exceptions to thisrule on the Fresch Stage, it leads them into abfurdi-
ties almoft as ridiculous as that which falls under our prefent cenfure, I
remember in the famous Play of Cerneille, written upon the {ubjeé of the
Horatii and Curiatiz; the fierce young Heroe who had overcome the Cu.
riatii one after another, (inftead of being congratulated by his Sifter for
his victery, being upbraided” by her for having {lain her lover) in the
height of his paflion and refentment kills her. - If any thing could exte-
nuate fo brutal an attion, it would be the doing of it on a fudden, before
the fentiments of nature, reafon, or manhood could take place in him.
However, to avoid publick bloodfbed, as foon as his paflion is wrought
to its height, he follows his Sifter the whole length of the ftage, and for-
bears killing her till they are both withdrawn behind the fcenes. T muft
confefs, had he murdered her before the audience, the indecency might
have been greater ; butas it is, it appears very unnatural, and looks like
killing in cold blood. To give my opinion upon this cafe; the fa&
ought not to have been reprefented, but to have been told, if there was
any occafion for it.

[t may not be unaceeptable to the Reader, to fee how Sophocles has
condutted a Tragedy under the like delicate eircum{tances. Oreffes was
in the {fame condition with Ham/er in Shake/pear, his Mother having mur-
dered his Father, and taken poffeffion of his Kingdom in confpiracy with
her' Adulterer. - "That young Prince therefore, being determined to're-
yenge his father’s Death upon thofe who filled his Throne, conveys him-

felf
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{elf by a beautiful ftratagem into his Mother’s apartment, with a refoly-
tion to kill her. But becaufe fucha fpettacle would have been too fhocl-
ing to theaudience, this dreadful refolution is executed behind the ocenes:
‘The Mother is heard calling out to her Son for mercy ;- and “the Son an-
fwering her, that fhe fhewed no mercy to his Father: after which fhe
fhrieks out that fhe is wounded, and by what follows we find that {he
is flain. I do not remember that in any of our Plays there are fpeeches
made behind the Scenes, though there are other inftances of this nature
to be met with in thofe of the ancients: and I believe my reader will
agree with me, that there is fomething infinitely more affe¢ting in this
dreadful Dialogue between the Mother and her Son behind the
Scenes, than could have been in any thing tranfacted before the audience.
Oreffes immediately after meets'the Ufurper at the entrance of his Palace ;
and by a very happy thought of ‘the Poet avoids killing him before the
Audience, by telling him that he fhould live fome time in his prefent bit-
ternefs of Soul before he would difpatch him, and by ordering him to re-
tire into that part of the Palace where he had flain his Father, whofe mur-
ther he would revenge in the very fame place where it was committed.
By this means the Poet obferves that decency, which Horace afterwards
eftablifhed by a rule, of forbearing to commit parricides or unnatural mur.
thers before the Audience.

Nec coram populs natos Medea trucider.

Let nor Medea draw her murt bering knife,
And [pill ber childrens blood upon the Sfage.

The French have therefore refined too much upon Horace's Rule, who
never defigned to banifh all kinds of Death from the Stage; but only
fuch as had too much horror in them, and which would have a better ef-
fect upon the audience when tranfaéted behind the Scenes. I would
therefore recommend to my Countrymen the practice of the ancient Po-
ets, who were very fparing of their publick executions, and rather chofe
to perform them behind the Scenes, if it could be done with as great an
effect upon the Audience. At the fame time I muft obferve, that though
the devoted perfons of the Tragedy were feldom flain before the Audi-
ence, which has generally fomething ridiculous in it, their bodies were
often produced after their Death, which has always in it fomething me-
lancholy or terrifying; fo that the killing on the Stage does not feem to
have been avoided only as an indecency, but alfo as an improbability.

Nee
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Nec pueros coram popule Medea frucidet ;

Aut bumana palam coguat exta nefarius Alreus;

Aut in avem Progne wvertatur, Cadmus /n anguern.

Quodcungue oftendis mibi fic, incredulus odi. Hor,

Medea muft not draw her murth'ring Kunife,

Nor Atreus there bis borrid feaft prepare,

Cadmus and Progne’s Metamorpho/is,

@5he to a Swallow turn’d, be to a Snake)

And what foever contradicts my fenfé,

I hate to fee, and never can belicve. IL.d. RoscomMoOnN.

I have now gone through the feveral dramatick inventions which are
made ufe of by the Ignorant Poets to fupply the place of ' Tragedy, and
by the Skilful to improve it ; fome of which I could wifh entirely rejetted,
and the reft to be ufed with caution. It would be an endlefs task to con-
fider Comedy in the fame light, and to mention the innumerable thifts
that fmall wits put in practice to raife alaugh. Bwllock in a fhort
coat, and Norrisin a long one, feldom fail of this effeét. - In ordinary Co-
medies, a broad and a narrow brimmed hat are different charaéters. Some-
times the wit of the Scene lies in a fhoulder-belt, and fometimes in a
pair of Whiskers. A Lover running aboutthe Stage, with his head peep-
ing out of a barrel, was thought a very good jeft in King Charles the Se-
cond’s time; and invented by one of the firft Wits of that Age. But
becaufe ridicule is not {o delicate as compaffion, and becaufe the objeéts
that make us laugh are infinitely more numerous than thofe that make us
weep, there is a much greater latitude for Comick than Tragick artifices,
and by confequence a much greater indulgence to be allowed them.

Saturday

—
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Natig Comoeda  eff —------ Juv.

ble Peace, though-at the fame time I am very apprchenfive of

many ill confequences that may attend it. I'do not mean in re-
gard to our Politicks, but to our Manners.  What an inundation. of Ri-
bons and Brocades will break in upon us? ‘W hat peals of langhter and im-
pertinence fhall-we be expofed to? For the prevention of thefe great evils,
I could heartily with that there wasan A¢t of Parliament for prohibiting
the importation of Fremch Fopperies.

The Female Inhabitants of our I{land have already received very flrong
impref{lions from this Iudicrous natiom, though by the length of the War
(as there is no evil which has not {fome good attending it) they are pret-
ty well worn out and forgotten. I remember the time when fome ofour
well-bred Country-women kept their alez de Chambre, becaufe, forfooth,
a man was much more handy about them than one of their own fex. I
my felf have feen one of thefe male Abigails tripping about the room
with a Looking-glafs in his hand, and combing his Lady’s hair a whole
morning together. W hether or no there was any truth in the ftory of a
L.ady’s being got with child by one of thefe her Handmaids, I cannot tell;
but I think at prefent the whole race of them is extint in our own
country.

About the time that feveral of our Sex wete taken into this kind of
fervice, the Ladies likewife brought up the fathion of receiving vifits in
their beds. Itwas then looked upon as a pieceof ill breeding for a woman
to refufe to fee a man, becaufe the was not ftirring; and a Porter would
have been thought unfit for his place, that could have made fo awkward
an excufe. As I love to fee every thing that isnew; lonce prevailed up-
on my friend WiLL. HoNEvcoms tocarry me along with himto one
of thefe travelled Ladies, defiring him, at the {fame time, to prefent me as

Vou. IL o3 B | a

T HERE is nothing which I more defire than a fafe and honoura=
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a foreigner who could not fpeak Eng/ifb, that fo I might not be obliged
to bear a partin the difcourfe. The Lady, ehough willing to appear un-
dreft, had put on her beft looks, and painted her felf for our reception.
Her hair appeared in a very nice diforder, as the night-gown which was
thrown upon her fhouldets was ruffled with great care. For my part, I
am fo fhocked with every thing which looks immodeft in the Fair fex,
that I could not forbear taking off my eye from her when fhe moved in
her bed, and was in the greateft confufion imaginable every time fhe ftir-
red a legor anarm. As the Coquets, who introduced this cuftom, grew
old, they left it off by degrees; well knowing that a woman of three-
fcore may kick and tumble her heart out, without making any impreffions.

Sempronia is at prefent the moft profeft admirer of the French nation,
but is fo medelt as to admit her vifitants no farther than her Toilet. It
is a very odd fight that beautiful creature makes, when fhe is talking Po-
liticks with her treffes flowing about her fhoulders, and examining that
face in the glafs, which does {fuch execution upon all the Male flanders-
by. How prettily does fhe divide her difcourfe between her woman
and her vifitants? What fprightly tranfitions does the make froman O-
pera or a Sermon, to an Ivory comb or a Pin-cufhion? How have I been.
pleafed to {ee her interrupted in an account of her travels, by a meflage
to her' Footman? and holding her tongue in the midft of a moral refle-
¢tion, by applying the tip of it to: a patchi:

“Fhere is nothing which expofes a woman to greater dangers, than that.
gaiety and airinefs of temper, which are natural to moft of the fex. It
fhould be therefore the concern of every wife and virtuous woman, to:
keep this {prightlinefs from degenerating into levity.. On the contrary,
the whole difcourfe and behaviour of the Frexch is to make the {ex more
fantaftical, or (as they are pleafed to term it) moré awakened, than is con-
fiftent either with virtue or difcretion. 'To fpeak loud in publick Af-
femblies, to let every one hear you talk of things that fhould only be men-
tioned in private, or in whifper, are looked upon as parts of a refined.
education. At the fame time, a blufh is unfafhionable; and filence more
ill-bred thanany thing that can be fpoken. In fhort, difcretion and mo-
defty, which in alt other Ages and Countries have been regarded as the;
greateft ornaments of the Fair {ex, are confidercd as the ingredients. of:
narrow converfation, and family behaviour.

Some years ago I was-at the Tragedy of Mackéeth; and unfortunately
placed' my {felf under a woman of Quality that is fince deads who, as [
found by the noife the made, was newly returned from France. A little

belore:
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before the rifing of the curtain, fhe broke out into a loud {oliloquy,
When will the dear Witches enter? and immediately upon their firft ap-
pearance, asked a Lady that fate three "boxes from her, on her right
hand, if thofe Witches were not charming creatures. A little after, as
Betterton was in one of the fineft fpeeches of the Play, the fhook her fan
at another Lady, who fate as far on the left hand, and'told her with a
whifper, that might be heard all over the pit, We muft not expeét to fee
Ballson to night. - Net long after, calling out to a young Baronet by his
name, who {ate three fcats before me, fhe asked him whether Mae-
berh's Wife was ftill alive; and before he could give an an{wer, fell a talk-
ing of the Gholt of Bangus. She had by this time formed a little audi-
ence to her felf, and fixed the attention of all about her. Butas I had a
mind to hear the Play, Tgot out of the fphere of her impertinence, and
planted my felf in one of the remoteft corners'of the pit.

This pretty childifhnefs of behaviour is one of the moft refined parts
of Coquetry, and is not te be attained in perfection, by Ladies that do
not travel for their improvement. ' A natural and uncenftrained behavi-
our has fomething in it fo agreeable, that it is no wonder to fee people
endeavouring after it. - But at the fame time, it is fo very hard to. hit;
when it is not born with us, that people often make themfelves ridicu-
lous in attempting it.

A very ingenious French Author tells us, that the Ladies of the Court
of France, in his time, thought itill breeding, and a kind ‘of female pe-
dantry, to pronounce an hard word right; for which reafon they took
frequent occafion to ufe hard words, that they might fhew a politenefs
in murdering them. He further adds, that a Lady of fome Quality at
Court, having accidentally made ufe of an hard word in a proper place,
and pronounced it right, the whole affembly was out of countenance for
her.
I muft however be fo juft to own, that there are many Ladies whe
have travelled feveral thoufands of miles without being the worfe for it,
and have brought home with them all the modefty, difcretion, and good
fenfe, that they went abroad with: © As on the contrary, there are great
numbers of fravelled Ladies, who have lived all their days within the
fmoak of London. 1 have known a woman that never was out of the pa-
fith of St. Fames's betray as many foreign fopperiesin her carriage, asthe
could have gleaned up in half the countries of Exrope.

S92 Monday,
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IN° 46. Monday, - April. 23,

.

Non bene junitaram difcordia feming verunt.. Qvid.

W On T HENI want materials for this paper, it is my cuftom to go a-
E- Y broad in queft of game ; and when I meet any proper {ubject, |

" take the firft opportunity of fetting downan hint of it upon pa-
per.. At the fame time I look into the letters of my correfpondents, and
if I find any thing fuggefted in them that may afford matter of {peculati-
on; I'likewife enter a minute of it in my. colleGtion of ‘materials. By this
means I frequently carry about me awhole fheet-full of hints, that would
160k like a Rhapfody of nonfenfe to any body but my {elf: There is no-
thing in them but obfcurity and confufion, raving and inconfiftency. In
fhort, they are my Speculations in the firft principles, that (like the world
inits chaos) ate void of all light; diftin&ion, and order.

- About a-week fince there happened to me a very odd accident, by
reafon of one of thefe my papers of minutes which I had- accidentally
dropped at Ligyd’s Coffee-houfe, where the Auctions are ufually kept.
Before I miffed it, there were a clufter of people who had. found it, and
were diverting themfelves with it at one end of the Coffee-houfe: it had
raifed fo much langhter -among them before I had obferved what they
were about, that I had not the courage te jown it. = The Boy of the
Coffee-houfe; when-they had ‘done with ‘it, carried. it about in his hand,
asking every body if they had dropped a written paper; but no body
challenging it, he was ordered by thofe merry Gentlemen who had be-
fore perifed it to ger up-into the auétion:pulpit, and read it to the
whole room, that if any one would own it, they might.. The Boy ac-

s{:ordjngly mounted the pulpit, and with a very audible voice read as fol-
OWS. TR

MINUTES.
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MINUTES.

Sir Rocer pE CoverRLY's country feat—Yes, for I hate long

{peeches Query, if a good Chriftian may be a Conjurer——Ch:lder-
maf5-day; Saltfeller, Houle-dog, Screech-owl, Cricket— —Mr. Thomas
Inkle of London, in the good fhip called the Zchilles. Tar: ——Figre-
[eirque medendo Gholts The Lady’s Library——Lion by trade a
Taylor——Dromedary; called Bucephalus—Vquipace the Lady's fam-
mum bonum——Chayrles Lillie to be taken nolice of——Short face 2 re-
lief to envy——Redundancies in the three profeilians-- ing Latinis
a recruit——7Jew devouring an ham of Bacon——#¢/fminficr- Abby——
Grand Cairo Procraftination——Apri/ fools——Blue Boars, Red Li-
ons, Hogs in armour-——LFnter a King and. two Iidlers. /7/ns——Admif

fion into the Ugly Club
and falfe. Humour

Beauty, how improveable——Families of true
The Parrot’s {chool-miftrefs Face half Pist
half Britifb No man to be an Heroe of a Tragedy under fix foot——
Club of Sighers——L.etters from Flower-pots, Elbow-chairs, Tapeftry-
figures, Lion, ‘Thunder——The Bell rings to the Puppet-thow——Old
Woman with a Beard married to a. fmock-faced Boy——My next coat
to be turned up with-blue Fable of Tongs and Gridiron———Flower
Dyers——Thhe Soldier’s Prayer——Thank ye for nothing, fays the Gally-
pot——Paifolus in {tockings; with golden clocks to them——Bamboos,
Gudgels, Drum-fticks——Slip of my Land-lady’s eldeft daughter——The
black Mare.with. a_{ar in her forehead——The Barber's pole——WiL1,
Honeveoms’s coat-pocket Czfar’s behaviour and my own in paralle
circumitances——Poem in Patch-work Nulir gravis eft  percuffus
Aehilles——<The Female Conventicler——The Ogle-mafter.

The reading of this paper made the whole Coffee-houfe very merry
lome of them concluded it was written by a Madman, and others by
fome body that had been taking notes out of the Speétator. One who had
the appearance of a very fubftantial citizen, told s, with feveral politick
winks and nods, that he wifhed there was no more in the paper than what
was exprefled in it : that for his part, he looked upon the Dromedary,
the Gridiron, and the Barber’s pole, to fignifie fomething more than what
1s ufually meant by thofe words; and that he thought the Coffec-man
could not do better, than to carry the paper to one of the Secretaries of
otate. He further added, that he did not like the name of the out-landifh
man with the golden clock in his ftockings, A young Oxford Scholar,

whe
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who chanced to be with his Uncle at; the Ceffee-houfe, :difcovered to us
who this Paéfelus was; and by that means turned the whole {cheme of
this worthy Citizen into ridicule.  'While they were making their feve-
ral conjetures upon this innocent paper, I reached out my arm’ to the
Boy, ashe was coming out of the pulpit, to give it me; which he'did act
cordingly. This drew the eyes of the whole company upon me; “but af.
ter having caft a curfory glance over it, and fhook my head ‘twice 'or
thrice at the reading of it, 1 twifted it into a kind 'of match, and litt my
pipe with it. My profound filence, together with the fleadinels of ‘my
countenance, and the gravity of my behaviour during ‘this whole ‘tranf-
aftion, raifed a very loud laugh on all fides of me ; but as I had cfcaped
all fufpicion of being the Author, I was very well fatisfied, and applying
my felf to my Pipe and the Poffwan,” took no further notice” of any
thing that pafled about me. KR e e G- sing kg

My readet will find, that I'have already made ufe of above half the
contents of the foregoing paper; and will eafily {uppofe, that thofe fub-
iects whichare yet untouched, were fuch provifions as I had madeé for
his future entertaimment, But as I have been unluckily preverited by'this
accident, ‘T fthall only give him the letters which relate to the two laft
hints, The firft of them I fhould not have publifhed, were 1 not in-
formed that there is many an husband who fuffers very much in his pri-
vate affairs by the indifcreet zeal of fuch a partner as is hereafter menti-
oned; to whom I may apply the barbarous infcription queted by
the Bithop of Salishury in his Travels; Dum nimia’ pia eff, faita eft
mpia. ; ;

§ IR, ' o e

¢c 1 Am one of thofe unhappy men that are plagued with a Gofpel-
« goffip, fo common among Diffenters (efpecially Friends.) Le-

.« &ures in the morning, Church-meetings at noon, and Preparation-
« fermons at night, take up fo much of her time, ’tis very rare fhe knows
¢ what we have for dinner, unlefs when the Preacher is to be at it.
¢ With him come a Tribe, all Brothers and Sifters it feems; while o-
< thers, really fuch, are deemed no relations. If at any time [ have her
« company alone, fbe is a meer fermon popgun, repeating and difcharg-
« ing texts, proofs, and applications fo perpetually, that however weary
« 1 may go to bed, the noife in my head will not let me fleep till to-
& wards morning. 'The mifery of my cafe, and great numbers of fuch
« fufferers, plead your pity and fpeedy relief; otherwife muft expc&,}_in]a
& itle

-

[
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@ little time, to be le¢tured, preached, and 'prayed into want, unlefs the
« happinefs of being fooner talked to death prevent it.

I am, &c. R G,
The fecond Letter, relating to the Ogling Mafter, runs thus.

My, SPECTATOR,
¢¢ | Am an I7i/b Gentleman, that have travelled many years for my Im-
“ provement ; during which time I have accomplithed my. felf in
« the whole art of Ogling, as it is at prefent pradifed in all the polite
« nations of Ewrope. Being thus qualified, I intend, by the advice of
“ my friends, to fet up for an Ogling-mafter. Iteach the Church Ogle
“ in the morning, and the Play-houfe Ogle by candle-light. I have alfo
* brought over with mea new flying Ogle fit for the Ring; which I teach
“ 1n the dusk of the evening, or in any hour of the day by darkningone
“ of my windows. I have a manufcript by me called Zhe complear Og-
« Jer, which I fhall be ready to thew you upon any occafion. In the
“ mean time, I beg yon will publifh the fubftance of this Letter in an
“ Advertifement, and you will very much oblige,

Lours, &c.

N°47.  Tuefday, April 24.

Ride fi fapis - Marr.

R. Hobbs; in his difcourfe of human Nature, which, in ' my hum-

ble opinion, is much-the beft of all "his works, after fome very

curious obfervations upon Laughter, concludes thus: ¢ The paf-
* fion of Laughter is nothing elfe but fudden glory arifing from fome
“ fudden conception of fome eminency in our felves by comparifon with
the infirmity of others, or with our'own formerly: for men laugh at
“ the follies  of 'themfelves paft, when they come fuddenly to remem-
“ brance, except they bring with them any prefent difthonour.

448

Ac-
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According to this Author therefore; when wehear adman laugh excefs
fively, inftead of faying he is very ‘merry, we ought to tell him he is very
proud. And indeed, if we look into the bottom of this matter, we fhai]
meet with many obfervations to confirm us in this opinion. Every one
laughs at fome body’ that is in an-inferior ftate 'of folly re himfelf. fr was
formerly the cuftom for every great hF}Llft’E‘ In E#gf’mad to keep a tame
Fool dreffed in petticoats, that the Heir of thg family might have an op-
portunity of joking upon him, and diverting himfelf with his abfurdities,
For the fame reafon Idiots are flill in"requeft in. moft of the Courts of
Germany, where there is not a Prince ‘of any grear tagnificence who
has not two or threedreffed, diftinguithed, undifputed Fools in his retinue,
whom the reft of the Courtiers are always breaking their jefls upon.

The Dutch, who are more famous for their Induftry and Application,
than for Wit and Humour, hang up in feveral of their fireets what they
call the fign of the Gaper, that'is, the head of an Idiot drefled in a cap
and bells, and gaping in a moft immoderate manner: This'is a flanding
jeftat dmfierdam. : .

Thus every one diverts himfelf with fome perfon or other that is be-
low him in point of underftanding, and triumphs in the fuperiority of
his genius, whil{t he has fuch objeéts of derifion before his eyes. Mr. Der-
#nzs has very well exprefled this in a couple of humorous lines, which aze
part of a tranflation of a Satyr in Monfieur Boileau. .

Thus one fool lolls his tongue ont at another,
And fbakes bis empty noddle ar bis brother.

Mr. Hobbs's refletion gives us the reafon why theinfignificant' people
above-mentioned are ftirrers up of Laughter among men of a grofstafte:
but as the more underftanding patt of mankind do not find their rifibi-
lity affe¢ted by fuch ordinary objeéts, it may be worth the ‘while to ex-
amine into the {everal provocatives of Laughter in men of fuperior fenfe
and knowledge.

In the firft place I muft obferve, that there is:a fet of merry Draolls, whom
the commeon people of all countries admire, and feem to love o well
that they conld ear them, according to the old proverb: I mean thofe cir-
cumforaneous Wits whom every nation calls by the name of that difh of
meat which it loves beft. In Holland they are termed Pickied Herrings;
in France, Jean Pottages; in Italy, Maccaronies; and in Great Britainy
Jack Puddings. Thefe merry Wags, from'whatfoever food. they receive’
their titles, that they may make their -audiences laugh, always appear lin

a
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a Fool's coat, and commit fuch blunders and miftakes in every ftep they
fake, and every word they utter, as thofe who liften to them would be
athamed of.

But this little triumph of the underftanding, under the difguife of
faughter, is no where more vifible than in that cuftom which prevails eve-
ry where among us on the firft day of the prefent month, when every
body takes it in his head to make as'many fools as he can. In preporti-
on as there are more follies difcovered, fo there is more laughter raifed
on this day than on any other in the whole year. A ncmhhmm of mine,
who is a Haberdather by trade,and a very fhallow conceited fellow, makes
his boafts that for thefe ten years fucceflively he has not made lefs than
an hundred Apr:/ fools. My Landlady had a falling out with him about
a fortnight ago, for' fending every one of her children upon fome fleeve-
lefs errandyas the terms it. Her eldeft fon went to buy an half-peny
worth of Inkle at a Shoemaker's; the eldeit daughter was difpatched half
a mile to fee a Monfter; and in fhort, the whole family of innocent chil-
dren made April fools. Nay, my Landlady her felf did not efcape
him. This empty fellow has laughed upon thefe conceits ever fince.

This artof Witis well enough, when confined to one day in a twelve-
month; but there is an ingenious tribe of men fprung up of late years,
who are for making Apr:il fools every dayin the year. Thefe Gentle-
men are commonly diftinguithed by the name of Biters; arace of men
that are perpetually employed in laughing at thofe miftakes which are of
their own production.

Thus we f{ee, in proportion as one man is more refined than another,
He chufes his Fool out of a lower or higher clafs of mankind ; or, to {peak
in a more Philofophical language, That fecret elation and pride of heart
which is generally called Laughter, arifes in him from his comparing him-
felf with an obje& below him, whether it fo happens that it be a natural
or an artificial Fool. Tt is indeed very poflible, that the perfons we laugh
at may in the main of their charaéters be much wifer men than our felves;
but. if they would have us laugh at them, they muft fall fhort of us in
thofe refpects which ftir up this paflion.

I am afraid I fhall appear too abitra&ted in my’ fpeculations, if I fhew
that when a man of wit makes us laugh, it is by betraying fome oddnefs
or infirmity in his own character, or in the reprefentation which he makes
of others; and that when we langh at a brute, or even at an inanimate
thing, it is at fome aétion or incident that bears a remote Analogy to any
blunder or abfurdity in reafonable creatures.

Vou. H. Tre But
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But to come into common life: T fhall pafs by the confideration of thofe-

Stage Coxcombs that are able to fhake a whole' Audience, and take no-
tice of a particular fort of men who are fuch provokers of mirth'in con-
verfation, that it is impoffible for a Club or merry-meeting to {ubfift with-
out them; I mean thofe honeft Gentlemen that are always expofed to the
wit and raillery of their well-wifhers and companions; that-are pelted
by men, women, and children, friends, and foes, and, ina word, ftand as
Burts in converfation, for every one to fhoot at that pleafes. I know
feveral of thefe Buzts who are mien of wit and fenfe, though by fome
odd turn of humour, fome unlucky caft in their perfon or behaviour, they
have always the misfortune to make the company merry. The truth of
it is, a mar is not qualified for a Bwss, who has not a good deal of wit
and vivacity, even in the ridiculous ide of his charatter. A ftupid Buze
is only fit for the converfation of ordinary people: Men of.wit require
one that will give them play, and beftir himfelf in'the abfurd part of his
behaviour. A Brtt with thefe accomplifhments frequently gets the Laugh on
his fide, and turns the ridicule upon him that attacks him. Six: Fobn fal-
Jtaff was an Heroof this fpecies, 'and givesa good defeription of himfelf
in his capacity of a Burt, after the following manner; Meir, of all firts
(fays that merry Knight) #ake a pride to gird at me. The bran of man
is not alle to invent any thing that tends to laughter more than I invent,

o is invented ow me. T am ot only witty in my felf; but the canufe that,
Wit is in other men.

Nego. Friday, April 27.

Nunguam alind natura, alind Japientia dixit. Juy.

HEN the four Indian Kings were in this country abouta twelve-
month ago, I often mixed with the rabble, and followed them 2
whole day together, being wonderfully firuck with the fight of
every thing that is new or uticommon. I have, fince their departure, em-

ployed a friend to make many enquiries of their Landlord the Uphol=
{terer,
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fterer, relating to their manners and converfation; as alfo concerning the
remarks which they made in this country: for, next to the forming a
right notion of fuch flrangers, I fhould be defirous of learning what 1d<.
t]m_\,r have conceived of us.

The Upholfterer finding my friend very inquifitive about thefe his
Lodgers, brought him fome time fince a little bundle of papers, which
he aflured him were written by King §2 Ga Yean Qua Rafb Tow, and, as
he fuppofes, left behind by fome miftake. Thefe papers are now tranf:
lated, and contain abundance of very odd obfervations, which I find this
little fraternity of Kings made; during their ftayin the Ifle of Grear Bri-
tain. 1 fhall prefent my reader with a fhort Specimen of them in this
paper, and may perhaps communicate more to him hereafter, In the
article of ‘Lendon are the following words, which without doubt are
meant of the Church of St. Panl.

« On the moft rifing part of the town there flands a huge houfe, big
“ enough to contain the whole nation of which I am King. Our uood
¢ Brorhu £ Tow O Koam, King of the Rivers, is of opinion it was
¢ made by the hands of that great God to whom it is confecrated, The
* Kings of Granajab and of the Six Nations believe that it was created
¢ with the Earth, and produced on the fame day with the Sun and
“ Moon. - But for my own part, by the beft information that I could
¢ get of this matter, I am apt to think that this prodigious Pile was
“ fathioned into the fhape it now bears by feveral tools and inftruments,
“ of which they have a wonderful variety in this country. It was Pth"l-
“ Dbly at firft an huge mif-thapen rock that grew upon the top of the hill,
“ which the natives of the country (after imm-:r cut it into a kind of
“ regular figure) bored and hollowed with incredible pains and. ind luftry,
f E'” they had w rought in it all thofe: beautiful vaults and caverns into
“ which it 1s divided at this day. As foon as this rock was thus curi-
“ oufly fcooped to their liking, a prodigious number of hands muft have
“ been employed in chipping the out-fide of it, which is now as fmooth
“ as the furface of a pebble; and is in feveral places hewn out into Pil-
¢ lars, that ftand like the trunks of fo many trees bound about the top
“ with garlands of leaves. It is probable that when this great work was
‘ begun, which muit have been many hundrad yearsago, there was fome
“ religion among this people, for they give it the name of a Temple, and
“ have a tradition that it was defigned for men to pay their devotion in.
“ And-indeed,, there are {everal reafons which make us thinks that the
natives of this country had formerly among them fome fort of wor-
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fhip; for they fet apart every feventh day as facred: but upon my ge:
ing into one of thefe holy houfes on that day, I could not obferve any
circumitance of devotion in their behaviour: there was indeed a man
in black who was mounted above the reft, and feemed to utter {ome-
thing with a great deal of vehemence; but as for thofe underneath
him, inftead of paying their worlhip to the Deity of the place, they
were moft of them bowing and curtefying to one another; and a con-
fiderable number of them fait afleep.

« The Queen of the country appointed two men to attend wus, that
had enough of our language to make themfelves underftood in fome
few particulars. ‘But we foon perceived thefe two were great enemies
to one another, and did not always agree in the fameftory. We could
make a fhift to gather out of one of them, that this Hland was very
much infefted with a monftrous kind of Animals, in the fhape of men,
called #higs; and he often told us, that he hoped we fhould meet
with none of them in our way, for that if we did, they would be apt
to knock ws down for being Kings.

@' Qur other interpreter ufed ro talk very much of a kind of Animal
called a Tory, that was as greata monfter as the #7hig;, and would treat
us as ill for being Foreigners. 'Thefe two creatures, it feems, are
born with a fecret antipathy to one-another, and engage wlien they
meet as naturally as the Elephant and the Rhinoceros. But as we faw
none of either of thefe fpecies, we are’ apt to think ‘that our guides
deceived us with’ mifreprefentations and fi®ions, and amufed us with
an account of fuch monfters as are not really in their country.

“ Thefe particulars we made a fhift to pick out from the difcourfe of
our interpreters; which we put together as well as we could, being
able to underftand but here and there a word of what they faid, and
afterwards making up the meaning of it among our felves. The men
of the country are very cunning and ingenious in handicraft works ;
but withal fo very idle, that we often faw young lafty raw-boned fel-
lows carried up and down the ftreets in little covered rooms by a cou-
ple of Porters, who are hired for that fervice. Their drefs is like-
wife very barbarous, for they almoftftrangle themfelves about the neck,
and bind their bodies with many ligatures, that we are apt to think are
the occafion of feveral diftempers among them, which our country is en-
tirely free from. Inftead of thofe beautiful feathers with which we a-
dorn our heads, they often buy up a monftrous bufh of hair, which co-
vers their-heads, and falls down in a large fleece below the middle of

¢ their
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their backs ; with which they walk up and down the flreets, and are
as proud of it as if it was of their own growth.

« We were invited to one of their publick diverfions, where we hoped
to have feen the great men of their country running down a Stag or
pitching a Bar, that we might have difcovered who were the perfons
of the greateft abilities. among them ; but inftead of that, they conveyed
us into an huge room lighted up with abundance of candles, where
this lazy people fate flill above three hours to {ee feveral feats of in-
genuity performed by others, who it feems were paid for it.

« Asfor the women of the country, not being able to talk with them,
we could only make our remarks upon them at a diftance. They
Jet the hair of their heads grow to a great length ; but as the men make
a great fhow with heads of hair that are none of their own, the
women, who they fay have very fine heads of hair, tieit upin a knot,
and cover it from being feen. The women look like Anggels,. and would
be more beautiful than the Sun, were it not for little black fpots that
are apt to break out in their faces, and fometimes rife in very odd fi-
gures. I have obferved that thofe little blemifhes wear off very foon;.
but when they difappear in one part of the face, they are very apt to.
break out in another, infomuch that I have feen afpot upon the fore-
head in the afterncon, which was upon the chin in the morning.

The Author then proceeds to fhew rhe abfurdity of breeches and pet--

ticoats, with many other curious obfervations, which I fhall referve for
another occafion. I cannot however conclude this paper without taking:
notice, that amidft thefe wild remarks, there now and then appears fome-
thing very reafonable. I cannot likewife forbear obferving, that we arg-
all guilty in fome meafure of the fame narrow way of thinking, which,
we meet with in thisabftract of the Jndian Journal; when we fancy the
cuftoms, drefles, and manners of other countries are ridiculous and ex--
travagant, if they do not-refemble thofe of our awn.

I bur(day,
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~—m-=-Initus, €t in jecove &gro
Nafeuntur Domiziz-—===== . Perf.

OST of the Trades, Profeflions, and ways of living among

mankind, take their original cither from the love of pleafure,

or the fear of want. The former, when it becomes too violent,
degenerates into Luxury, and the Jatter into Awvarice.  As thefe two
principles of action draw -different ways, “Perfius has given us a very
humorous account of a young fellow who was rouzed out of his.bed, in
order to be fent upon a long voyage by Avarice, and afterwards over-
perfuaded and kept at home by Luxary. 1 fhall fet down at length the
pleadings of thefe two imaginary perfons, as they are in the original,
with Mr. Dryden’s Tranflation of them.

Mane, piger, flertis: furge inquit Avaritia; eja
Surge. Negas ? inflat, Surge inquit. Non queo. Surge.
Et quid agam? Rogitas? Saperdas advebe ‘Ponts,
Caftoreuwm, fluppas, bebenum, thius, fubrica Coa.

Tolle recens primus piper & [itiente camelo.

Verte aliguid; jura. Sed Fupiter andiet. Ebeu!
Baro, reguffatum digito terebrare (alinum
Contentus perages, fi vivere cum Fove tendis.

Yam pueris pellem fuccinétus et enophorum aptas;
Ocyus ad navem. Nil obflat quin trabe vafla
Asgzum rapias, nift folers Luxuria ante
Seductum moneat ; Qud deinde, infane ruis? Yuo ?
Quid tibi vis? Calido [ub peclore maftula bilss
Intumuit, quam non extinxerit urna cicute ?

Tun' mare tranfilias 2 Tib: tortd cannabe fulte
-Cena fit in tranfiro 2 Veientanumque rabellum

Exbaler




No

o et s i
55. dhe SR ECTHET O'R 50 I
Exhbalet vapida lefiim pice feffilis obba?
Quid petis? Ut nummiy, quos hic quincunce modeffo
Nutrieras, pergant avidos [adare deunces?
Indulge genio: carpamus dulcia; noftrum eft
Quod vivis; cinis, et manes, et fabula fies.
Vive memor lethi: fugit bora. Hoc quod loguor, inde eff.
En quid agis? Duplici in diverfum [tinderis hamo,
Hunccine, an bunc (equeris?

LS g B

Whether alone, or in thy Harlot’s lap,
When thou would’{t take a lazy morning’s nap ;
Up, up, fays AV ARICE; thou fnor e again,
Stretcheft thy limbs, and yawn’ft, but all in vain.
The rugged T'yrant no denial takes;
At his command th’unwilling fluggard wakes.
What muft I do? he cries; What? fays his Lord:
Why rife, make ready, and go {treight aboard:
With fith, from Euxine {eas, thy veflel freight;
Flax, Caftor, Coan wines, the precious weight
Of Pepper, and Szbean incenfe, take
With thy own hands, from the tir'd Camel’s back, §
And with poft-hafte thy running markets make.
Be fure to turn the peny; lye and-fwear,
"Tis wholefome Sin: But ‘}’auff, thew fay'ft, will hear.
Swear, fool, or ftarve ; for the Dilemma’s even:
A Tradefman thou! and hope to go to Heav'n?
Refolv'd for Sea, the flaves thy baggage pack,
Fach faddled with his burden on his back:
Worthing retards thy voyage, now; but he,
That foft voluptuous Prince; call'd LV XV RT;
And he may ask this civil queftion; Friend,
What doft thou make a fhipboard? to what end?
Art thou of Bethlem’s noble College free?
Stark, ftaring mad, that thouwould’ft tempt the Sea?
Cubb’d in a Cabin, on a Mattrefs laid,
On a brown George, with lowfie Swobbers fed 5
Dead wine that ftinks of the Berachio, fup
From a foul Jack, or greafie Maple cup?




=D e SPECT AT O R N"j’j‘.

Say, would'{t thou bear all this, to raife thy {tore,
From fix i’th’ hundred to {ix hundred more?
Indulge, and to thy genius freely give:

For, not to live at eafe, isnot to live:

Death ftalks behind thee, and each flying hour
Does. fome loofe remnant of thy life devour.
Live, while thou livi{t; for Death will make us all
A name, a nothing but an old wife’s tale.

Speak ; wilt thou Avarice or Pleafire chufe

To be thy Lord? Take one, and one refufe.

When a Government flourifhes in conquefts, and is fecure from foreign
attacks, it maturally falls into all the pleafures of Luxury; and as thefe
pleafures are very expenfive, they put thofe who are addicted to them
upon raifing frefh fupplies of money, by all the methods of rapacioufnefs
and corruption; o that Avarice and Luxuryvery often become one com-
plicated principle of action, in thofe whofe hearts are wholly fet upon
eafe, magnificence and pleafure. 'The moft elegant and corre& of all the
Latin Hiftorians obferves, that in his time, when the moft formidable
States of the world were fubdued by the Remaens, the Republick funk
into thofe two Vices of a quite different nature, Luxury and Avarice:
and accordingly defcribes €atiline as one who coveted the wealth of
other men, at the fame time that he {quandred away his own,  This ob-
fervation on the Commonwealth, when it was in its height of power and
riches, holds good of all Governments that are fettled in a {late of eafe
and profperity. At fich times men naturally endeavour to outfhine one
another in pomp and {plendor, and having no fears to alarm them from
abroad, indulge themfelves in the enjoyment of all the pleafures they can
get into their pofleflion; which naturally produces Avarice, and an im-
moderate purfuit after wealth and riches : ‘

As I was humouring my {elf in the fpeculation of thefe two great prin-
ciples of aétion, I could not forbear throwing my thoughts into a little
kind of Allegory or Fable; with whichl fhall here prefent my reader.

There were two very powerful Tyrants engaged in a perpetual war
againft each other: The name, of the firft was Zuxwry, and of the fecond
Avarice. 'The aim of eaclt of them was no lefs than univerfal Monarchy
over the hearts of mankind. Lwxwry had many Generals under him,
who did him great fervice, as Pleafure, Mirth, Pomp, and Fafbion. A-
varice was likewife very ftrong in his Officers, being faithfully ferved by

Hunger,

-
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Hunger, Induflry, Careand Watchfulnefs: he had likewife a Privy-Coun-
fellor who was always at his elbow, and whifpering fomething or other
in his ear: the name of this Privy-Counfellor was Poverty. As Avarice
conduéted himfelf by the counfels of Poverty, his antagonift was entire-
ly guided by the dictates and advice of Plenty, who was his fir{t Coun-
fellor and Minifter of State, that concerted all his meafures for him, and
never departed out of his fight. While thefe two great Rivals were thus
contending for Empire, their Conquefts were very various. Luxury got
pofleflion of one heart, and Awvarice of another, The Father of a fami-
ly would often range himfelf-under the banners of Avarice, and the Son
under thofe of Laxury. The Wife and Husband would often declare
themfelves on the two different parties; nay, the fame perfon would very
often fide with one in his youth, and revolt to the other in his old age.
Indeed the wife men of the world ftood Newzer: but alas! their num-
bers were not confiderable. At length, when thefe two Potentates had
wearied themfelves with waging war upon one another, they agreed up-
on an interview, at which neither of their Counfellors were to be pre-
fent. It is faid that Luwury began the parly, and after having reprefen-
ted the endlefs ftate of war in which they were engaged, told his ene-
my, with a franknefs of heart which is natural to him, that he believed
they two fhould be very good friends, were it not for the inftigations of
Poverty, that pernicious Counfellor, who made an ill ufe of his ear, and
filled him with groundlefs apprehenfions and prejudices. To this Ava-
rice replied, that he looked upon Plenty (the firlt Minifter of his antago-
nift) to be a much more deftructive Counfellor than Poverty, for that he
was perpetually fuggeiting pleafures, banifhing all the neceflary cautions
againit want, and confequently undermining thofe principles on which
the Government of Avarzce was founded. At laft, in order to an accom-
modation, they agreed upon this preliminary ; that es_tch of them fhould
immediately difmifs his Privy-Counfellor.  When things were thus far
adjufted towards a peace, all other differences were foon accommodated,
infomuch that for the future they refolved to live as good friends and
confederates, and to fhare between them whatever conquefls were made
on either fide. For this reafon, we now find Luxury and Avarice taking.
poffeflion of the fame heart, and dividing the fame perfon between them.
To which I fhall only add, that fince the difcarding of the Counfellors
above-mentioned, Avarice fupplies Luxury in the room of Plenty, as
Luxury prompts Avarice in the place of Poverty.

Vor. I Uuu Friday,




514 The SPECTATOR N° 56.

IN° 56. Friday, May 4.

Felsces ervove fuo-—---— Lucan.

HE Americans believe that all creatures have Souls, not only

men and women, but brutes, vegetables, nay even the moft ina-

nimate things, as ftocks and ftones. They believe the fame of all
the works of art, as of knives, boats, looking-glafles: and that as any of
thefe things perifh, their Souls go into another world, which is inhabited
by the Ghofts of men and women. For this reafon they always place by
the corpfe of their dead friend a bow and arrows, that he may make ufe
of the Souls of them in the other world, as he did of their wooden bo-
dies in this. How abfurd foever fuch an opinion as this may appear, our
European Philofophers have maintained feveral notions altegether as im-
probable. Some of Plare’s followers in particular, when they talk of
the world of ideas, entertain us with fubftances and beings no lefs extra-
vagant-and chimerical. Many Ariffozelians have likewife fpoken as unin-
telligibly of their fubftantial forms. I fhall only inftance Albertus Mag-
nus, who in his differtation upon the loadftone obferving that fire will
deftroy its magnetick virtues, tells us that he took particular notice of
one as it lay glowing amid{t an heap of burning coals, and that he per-
ceived a certain blue vapour to arife fromit, which he believed might be
the fubflantial Form, that is, in our Wefi-Indian phrafe, the Sow/ of the
load-ftone.

There is a tradition among the Americans, that one of their country-
men defcended in a vifion to the great repofitory of Souls, or, as we call
itshere, to the other world; and that upon his return he gave his friends
a diftin¢t account of every thing he faw among thofe regions of the dead.
A friend of mine, whom I have formerly mentioned, prevailed upon one
of the interpreters of the Iudian Kings, to enquire of them, if poflible,
what tradition they have among them of this matter: which, as well as

he could learn by thofe many queftions which he asked them at feveral
times, was in fubftance as follows,

The
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The Vifionary, whofe name was Marraton, after having travelled for

a long fpace under an hollow mountain, arrived at length on the confines
of this world of Spirits ; but could not enter it by reafon of a thick fo-
reft made up of buflies, brambles, and pointed thorns, fo perplexed and
interwoven witly ose another, that it was impoflible to find a paflage
through it. Whilft he was looking about for fome track or path-way
that might be worm in any' part of it, he faw an huge Lion couched un-
der the fide offit, who kept his eye upon him in the fame pofture as
when he watches for his prey. The Indizn immediately ftarted back,
whilft the Lion rofe with a fpring, and leaped towards him. Being
whiolly deftitute of’ all other weapons, he ftooped down'to take up an huge
flone in his hand:; but to-his infinite furprize grafped nothing, and found
the fuppofed ftone to be only the apparition of one. If he wasdifappoint-
ed! on this fide, he was as much pleafed on the other, when he found the
Lion, which had feized on his left thoulder, had no power to hurt him
and!was only-the GHoft of that ravenous creature which it appeared to be.
He no fooner. got rid of hisimpotent enemy, but he marched up to the
wood, and after having furveyed it for fome time, endeavoured to prefs
into one part of it that was a little thinner than the reft; when again, to
his great {urprize; he found the buthes made no refiftance, but that he
walked through briars: and- brambles with the fame eafe as through the
open air and, i fhort, that the whole wood was nothing clfe but a
wood of Shades. He immediately concluded; that this huge thicket of
thorns and ‘brakeswas defignedas akind of fence or quick-fet hedge to
the Ghofts it inclofed ; and that probably their {oft fubftances might be
torn by thefe fubtle points: and prickles, which were too weak to make
any impreflions in fleth andblood;. With this Lhought_ he refolved to
travel through' this intricate wood; ‘' when by degtees he felt a gale of per-
fumes breathingupon him; that grew ftronger and {weeter in proportion
a5 he advanced: He had notproceeded much further when he obferved
the thorns and briarsito -end, and give place toathoufand beautiful green
trees covered with bloffomis of 'the fineft {cents and 'colours, that formed
4 wildernefs of {weets; and" were 2 kind of lining to thofe ragged {cenes
which he had’before-pafied: through. As he'was.coming out of this de-
lightful part of the wood, and/entering upen:the plains it inclofed, he faw
feveral horfemen rufhing by hiny, and-a little while after heard thecry of a'
pack of dogs. He had-not liftned long beforehe faw the apparition of a-
milk-white' {teed, with'a young man on the back:of it adwvancing! upon
a1l firetch- after the Soulsof aboutan hundred beagles that were huntingy
Uaus down
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down the ghoft of an hare, which ran away before them with an unfpeak-
able fwiftnefs. As the man on the milk-white fteed came by him, he
looked upon him very attentively, and found him to be the young Prince
Nicharagua, who died about half a year before, and, by reafon of his
great- virtues, was at that time lamented over all the weftesn parts of
America.
He had no fooner got out of the wood, but he was entertained with
" {uch a landskip of flowry plains, green meadows, running ftreams, fun-
ny hills, and fhady vales, as were not to be reprefented by his own ex-
preflions, nor, as he faid, by the conceptions of others. This happy re-
gion was peopled with innumerable fwarms of Spirits, who applied thems
felves to exercifes and diverfions according as their fancies led them.
Some of them were tofling the figure of a coit; others were pitching the
thadow of a bar; others were breaking the apparition of a horfe ; and
multitudes employing themfelves upon ingenious handicrafts with the
Souls of departed ‘Utenfils; for that is the name which in the Indian lan-
guage they give their tools when they are burnt or broken. As he ‘tra-
velled through this delightful {cene, he was very often tempted to pluck
the flowers that rofe every where about him in the greateft variety and
profufion, having never feen feveral of them in his own country: but he
quickly found that though they were objects of his fight, they were not
liable to his touch. He atlength came to the fide of a great river, and
being a good filherman himfelf, ftood upon the banks of it fome time to
look upon an Angler that had taken a great many thapes of fithes, which
lay flouncing up and down by him.
I fhould have told my Reader, that this f#dien had been formerly mar-
-tied to one of the greateft beauties of his country, by whom he had feve-
ral children. This couple were fo famous for their love and conftancy to
one another, that the fndians to this day, when they give a married man
joy of his wife, with that they may live together like Marraton and Za-
ratilda. Marraton had not ftood long by the fitherman when he faw the
thadow of his beloved Zaratilda, who had for fome time fixed her eye
upon him, before he difcovered her. Her arms were {tretched out to-
wards him, floods of tears ran down her eyes; her looks, her hands, her
voice called him over to her; and at the fame time {feemed to tell him
that the river was unpaffable. Who can deferibe the paffion made up of
joy, forrow, love, defire, aftonithment, that rofe in the Zudian upon the
fight of his dear Zaratilda? he could exprefs it by nothing but his tears,
which ran like a river down his cheeks as he looked upon her. He had
not
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not ftood in this pofture long, before he plunged into the ftream that
lay before him; and finding it to be nothing but the phantom of a river,
ftalked on the bottom of it till he arofe on the other fide. At his ap-
proach Zaratilda flew into his arms, whillt Marraton withed himfelf
difencumbred of that body which kept her from his embraces. After
many queftions and endearments on both fides, fhe conduéted him to a
bower which fhe had dreffed with her own hands with all the ornaments
that could be met with in thofe blooming regions. She had made it gay
beyond imagination, and was every day adding fomething new to it. As
Marraton {tood aftonithed at the unfpeakable beauty of her habitation,
and ravifhed with the fragrancy that came from every part of it, 2ara-
tilda told him that the was preparing this bower for his reception, as
well knowing that his piety to his God, and his faithful dealing towards
men, would certainly bring him to that happy place, whenever his life
fhould be at an end. She then brought two of her children to him, who
died fome years before, and refided with her in the fame delightful
bower ; advifing him to breed up thofe others which were flill with him
in fuch a manner, that they might hereafter all of them meet together in
this happy place.

This tradition tells us further, that he had afterwards a fight of thofe
difmal habitations which are the portion of ill men after death ; and men-
tions feveral molten feas of gold, in which were plunged the Souls of bar-
barous Europeans, who put to the fvord fo many thoufands of poor Ix-
dians for the fake of that precious metal: But having already touched
upon the chief points of this tradition, and exceeded the meafure of my
paper, I fhall not give any further account of it,

Saturday,
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IN° 57 Saturday, May. 5.

Quem praflare poteft mulier galeara pudorem

Oue fugit a fexn?e—re-ns Juav.

HEN. the wife of Heifor, in Homer's Iliads, difcourfes with

¥  her husband about the battel in which, he: was. going: to engage,

the Heroe, ‘defliring her to. leave. that. matter to his care, bids

her, go to her maids and mind her fpinning: by which the Poet intimates,

that men and women ought. to bufie themfelves. in. their proper, {pheres,
and on {fuch matters, only,as are fuitable, to their relpeétive fex.

I am at this time acquainted with a young Gentleman, who has, paffed
a_great part of his life in the nurfery; and, upon occafion, can make a
caudle or a fack poffet.better than any, man in England. -He . is likewife
a wonderful Critick in.cambrick and muflins, and will talk an hour. to-
gether upon a {weet-meat. He entertains his, mother every night. with
obfervations. that he makes bath. in Town and; Court:: as. what Lady
fhews the niceft fancy in her drefs; what man. ofi quality awvears the fair-
et whig ; who has the fineft:linnen, who. the prettieft fnuffibox, with
many other the like curious remarks that may be made in good company.

On the other hand I have very frequently the opportunity of {eeing a
rural Andromache, who came up to Town laft winter, and is one of the
greateft fox hunters in the country. She talks of hounds and horfes, and
makes nothing of leaping over a fix-bar gate. [ a man tells her a wag-
gith ftory, fhe gives him a pufh with her hand in jeft, and calls him an im-
pudent dog ; and if her fervant-negleéts his bufinefs, threatens to kick
him out of the houfe. I have heard her, in her wrath, call a fubftantial
tradefman a loufie cur; and remember one day, when fhe could not
think of the name of a perfon, fhe defcribed him, in a large company of
Men,and Ladies, by the fellow with the broad fhoulders.

If thofe fpeeches and aétions, which in their own nature are indifferent,
appear ridiculous when they proceed from a wrong fex, the fanlts and

imper-



imperfections of one fex tranfplanted into another, appear black and
monftrous. As for the men, I fhall hot in this paper any further concern
my {elf about them; but as I wotild fain contribute to make woman-kind,
which is the molt beautiful part of the creation, entirely amiable, . and
wear out 4ll thofe little fpots and blemifhes that are apt to rife among the
charms which nature has potired out upon them, I fhall dedicate this pa-
per to theirlervice. The fpot which I would here endeavour to clear
them of; is that party-rage which of late years is very much crept into
their converfation. ‘Thhis is, in its nature, a male vice, and made up of
many angry and cruel paflions that are altogether repugnant to the foft-
nefs, the modefty, and thofe other endearing qualities which are natural
to the fair fex. Women were formed to temper mankind, and footh
them into tendernefs and compaflion; not to fet an edge upon their
minds, and blow up in them thofe paflions which are too apt to.rife of
their own daccord. When [ have feen a pretty mouth uttering calumnies
and veétives, what would I not have given to have ftopt it? how have I
been troubled to fee fome of the finelt features in the world grow pale,
and tremble with party-rage? Camilla is one of the greateft beauties in
the Br#zi/b nation, and yet values her felf more upon being the Firavs
of one party, than upon being the Toaft of both. The dear creature, a

bout a week ago, encountered the fierce and beautiful Penthefilea acrofs
a tea-table; but in the height of her anger, as her hand chanced to fhake
with the earneftnefs of the difpute, fhe fcalded her fingers, and fpiit a
difh of tea upon her petticoat. Had not this accident broke off the de-
bate, no bedy knows where it would have ended.

There is one confideration which I would earneflly recommend to all
my female readers, and which, I hope, will have fome weight with them.
In fhort, it is this, that there is nothing fo bad for the face as party-zeal.
It gives an ill-natured caft to the eye, and a difagreeable fournefs to the
look ; befides, thatit makes the lines too ftrong, and fluthes them worfe
than brandy. I have feen a woman’s face break out in heats, as the has
been talking againft a great Lord; whom fhe had never feen in her life ;
and indeed never knew a party-woman that kept her beauty for a twelve-
month. [ would therefore advife all my female readers, as they value
their complexions, to let alone all difputes of this nature ; though, at
the fame time I would give free liberty to all fuperannuated motherly
partizans to be as violent as they pleafe, fince there will be no danger ei-
titer of their fpoiling their faces, or of their gaining converts.

For
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For my own part, I think a man makes an odious and defpicable figure,
that is violent in a party; but a woman is too fincere to mitigate the fu-
ry of her principles with temper and difcretion, and to aft with that cau-
tion and refervednefs which are requifite in our fex. When this unna-
tural zeal gets into them, it throws them into ten thoufand heats and ex-
travagances ; their generous Souls fet no bounds to their love, or to their
hatred ; and whether a Whig or Tory, a Lap-dog or a Gallant, an Opera
or a Puppet-fhow, be the object of it, the pafflion, while it reigns, en-
grofles the whole woman.

I remember when Dr. Téfus Oates was in all his glory, Iaccompanied
my friend WiLr. HoNevcoms in a vifit to a Lady of his acquain-
tance : 'We were no fooner fate down, but upon cafting my eyes about
the room, I found in almoft every corner of it a print that reprefented
the Doétor in all magnitudes and dimenfions. A little after, as the Lady
was difcour(ing my friend, and held her fnuff-box in her bhand, who
thould I fee in the lid of it ‘but the Doétor. It was not long after this,
when fhe had occafion for her handkerchief, which upon the firft open-
ing difcovered among the plaits of it the figure of the Doétor. Upon
this my friend Wirc.*swho leves raillery, told her, that if he was in
Mr. True-fove’s_place (for that was the name of her husband) he fhould
be made as-uneafie by ‘a handkerchief as ever Othello was. I am
afraid, faid the, Mr. HonEvcoms, you are a Tory; tell me truly,
are you -a_friend to the Doifor or not? WiLr. inflead of making
her a reply, fmiled in her face (for indeed fhe was very pretty) and
told her that one of her patches was dropping off. She immediately
adjufted it, and looking a little ferioufly, /#ell, {ays the, L'/l be banged
if you and your [filent friend there are mot againfi the Doitor in
your hearts, I fufpected as much by his faying nothing. Upon this fhe
‘took her fan into her hand, and upon the opening of it again difplayed
to us the figure of the Doctor, who was placed with great gravity among
the flicks ofit. Ina word, I found that the Doctor had taken pofleflion
of her thoughts, her difcourfe, and moft of her furniture; butfinding my

{elf prefled too clofe by her queftion, I winked upon my friend to take
his leave, which he did accordingly.

Monday,




N 58. The SPECTATOR. 521

N° 8.  Monday, May 7.

Us piltura; poefis erit mmmme= _ Hor.

Othing is fo much admired, and fo little underftood, as Wit. No
N Author that I know of has written profefledly upon it; as for

thofe who make any mention of it, they only treat on the fub-
je& as it has accidentally fallen in their way, and that too in little fhort
refleftions, or in general declamatory flourifhes, without entring into the
bottom of the mdtter. I hope therefore I fhall perform an acceptable
work to my Countrymen, if I treat at large upen this fubject; which 1
thall endeavour to do in a2 manner fuitable to it, that I may not incur
the cenfure which a famous Critick beftows upon one who had written
a Treatife upon #be Sublime in a low groveling flile. I intend to lay afide
a whole week for this undertaking, that the fcheme of my thoughts may
not be broken and interrupted ; and I dare promife my felf, if my Rea-
ders will give me a week’s attention, that this great City will be very
much changed for the better by next Saturday mghr I fhall endeavour
to make what I fay intelligible to ordinary capacities; but if my Readers
meet with any paper that in fome parts of it may be a little out -of their
reach, I would not have them difcouraged, for they may affure themfelves
the next fhall be much clearer.

As the great and only end of thefe Speculations is to banifh vice and ig-
norance out of the territories of Greas Britain, 1{hall endeavour as much
as poflible to, eftablifh among us a tafte of polite writing. It is' with this
view that I havee Hd;'ﬁ\'l']l.lki.dt(} fet my Readers right in Teveral points re-
lating to Opera’s and Tragedies; and {hall from time to time impart my
notions of (,omt_d), as I think they may tend to its refinement and per-
feGion. Ifind by my Bookfeller that thefe papers of Criticifm, with
that upon Humour, have met with a more kind reception than indeed I
could have hoped for from fuch fubjeéts; for which “reafon 1 thall enter
upon my prefent undertaking with greater chearfulnefs,

Vou. ll Xxx In
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In this, and one or two following papers, I fhall trage out the hiftory
of falfe Wit, and diftinguifh the feveral kinds of it as they have prevailed
in different ages of the world. This I think the more neceflary at pre-
fent, becaufe I obferved there were attempts on foot laft winter to re-
vive fome of thofe antiquated modes of Wit that have been long explo-
ded out of the Common-wealth of Letters. T'here were f{everal Satyrs
and Panegyricks handed about in Acroftick, by which means fome of
the molt arrant undifputed blockheads about the town began to entertain
ambitious thoughts, and to fet up for polite Authors. I fhall therefore
defcribe at length thofe many arts of falfe Wit, in which a writer does
not thew himfelf a man of a beautiful genius, but of great induftry.

The firft fpecies of falfe wit which I have met with, is very venerable
for'its antiquity, and has produced feveral pieces which have lived very
near as long as the I/iad it {elf: 1 mean thofe thort Poems printed among
the minor Greek Poets, which refemble the figure of an Egg, a pair of
Wings, an Ax, a fhepherd’s Pipe, and an Altar.

As for the firft, it is a little oval Poem, and may not improperly be
called a Scholar’s egg. I would endeavour to hatch it, or, in more intel-
ligible language, to tranflate it into E#zgiz/b, did not I find the interpreta-
tion of it very difficult; for the Author feems to have been more intent
upon the figure of his Poem, thanupon the fenfe of it.

The pair of wings confifts of twelve verfes, or rather feathers, every
verfe decreafing gradually in its meafure according to its fituation inthe
wing. The fubjeét of it (as in the reft of the Poems which follow) bears
fome remote affinity with the figure, for it defcribes a God of Love, who
is always painted with wings.

The Ax methinks would have been a good figure for a Lampoon, had
the edge of it confifted of the moft fatyrical parts of the work; but as
itis in the original, I take it to have been nothing elfe but the poefie of
an Ax which was confecrated to Minerva, and was thought to have been
the fame that Egexs made ufe of in the building of the T#gjan Horle;
which is a hint [ fhall leave to the confideration of the Criticks. I am
apt to think that the Poefie was written originally upon the Ax, like
thofe which our modern Cutlers infcribe upon their knives; and that
therefore the Poefie ftill remains in its ancient fhape, though the Ax it

felf is loft.

* The Shepherd’s pipe may be faid to be full of mufick, for it is com-
pofed of nine different kinds of verfes, which by their feveral lengths
' refem-
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refemble the nine ftops of the old mufical infirument, that is likewife the
fubjeét of the Poem.

The Altar is inferibed with the epitaph of Troilus the fon of Hecuba s
which, by the way, makes me believe, that thefe falfe pieces of wit are
much more antient than the Authors to whom they are generally afcrib-
ed; at Jeaft I will never be perfwaded, that fo fine a writer as Theocritus
could have been the Author of any fuch fimple works.

It was impoflible for a man to fucceed in thefe performances who was
not a kind of Painter, or at leaft a Defigner: he was firft of all to draw
the out-line of the fubjeét which he intended to write upon, and after-
wards conform the defcription to the figure of his fubje&t. The Poetry
was to contract or dilate it felf according to the mould in which it was
caft. In a word, the verfes were to be cramped or extended to the di-
menfions of the frame that was prepared for them; and to undergo the
fate of thofe perfons whom the Tyrant Procrufles ufed to lodge in his
iron bed ; if they were too fhort, he ftretched them on a rack, and if
they were too long, chopped off a part of their legs, till they fitted the
couch which he had prepared for them.

Mr. Dryden hints at this obfolete kind of wit in one of the following
Verfes in his Mac Fleckno; which an Englifb reader cannot underftand,
who does not know that there are thofe little Poems abovementioned in
the fhape of Wings and Altars.

Chufe for thy command

Some peaceful Province in Acroftick land ;

There may ft thow Wings difplay, and Altars raife,
And torture one poor word a thowfand ways.

This fafhion of falfe wit was revived by feveral Poets of the laft age,
and in particular may be met with among Mr. Herders’s Poems; and, if
1 am not miftaken, in the tranflation of Du Bartas. 1 do not remember
any other kind of work among the moderns which more refembles the
performances 1 have mentioned, than that famous picture of King Charles
the Firft, which has the whole book of Pfalms written in the lines of the
face and the hair of the head. When I was laft at Oxfiord 1 perufed one
of the whiskers; and was reading the other, but could not go fo far in it
as | would have done, by reafon of the impatience of my friends and fel-
low-travellers, who all of them prefled to fee fuch a piece of curiofity.
I have fince heard, that there is now an eminent writing-mafter in town,
who has tranfcribed all the Q4 Teffament in a full-bottomed perriwig ;

o e
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and if the fafthion fhould introduce the thick kind of Whigs which were
in vogue fome few years ago, he promifes to add two or three fupernu-
merary locks that fhall contain all the Apocrypha. - He defigned this Wig
originally for King /##illiam, having difpofed of the two books of Kings
in the two forks of the foretop ; but that glorious Monarch dying before
the Wig was finilhed, there is a {pace left in it for the face of any one
that has a mind to purchafe it.

But to return to our ancient Poems in, pi¢ture, I would humbly pro-
pofe, for the benefit of our modern {matterers in Poetry, that they would
imitate their brethren among the antients in thofe ingenious devices. I
have communicated this thought to a young poetical Liover of my ac-
quaintance, who intends to prefent his, Miftrefs with a copy of verfes
made in the fhape of her fan; and, if he tells me true, has already finifh-
ed the three firft flicks of it. - He has likewife promifed me to get the
meafure of his Miftre{s’s marriage-finger, with a defign to make a poefie
in the falhion of aring which fhall exadlly fit it. It is fo very eafie to
enlage upon a good hint, that I do not queftion but my ingenious Readers
will apply what I have faid to many other particulars; and that we fhalj
{fee the Town filled in a very little time with poetical tippets, handker.
chiefs, fnuff-boxes, and the like female ornaments. I fhall therefore con-
clude with a word of advice to thofe admirable Zaug/ifb Authors who

call themfelves Pindarick writers, that they would apply themfelves to,

this kind of wit without lofs of time, as being provided better than any
other Poets with verfes of all fizes and dimenfions.

N°esg.  Tuefday, May 3.

Operose nmihil agunt, Sen.

HERE is nothing more certain than that every man would be a

Wit if he could, and notwithftanding Pedants of pretended depth

and folidity are apt to decry the writings of a polite Author, as

Flafp and Froth, they all of them fhew upon occafion that they would
fpare no pains to arrive at the character of thofe whom they feem to
defpife.

El——
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defpife. For this reafon we often find them endeavouring at works: of
fancy, which coft them infinite pangs in the produttion. The truth of
it is, a man had better be a gally-flave than a wit, were one to gain that
title by thofe elaborate trifles which have been the inventions of fuch Au-
thors-as were often rafters of greac learning, but no genius.

In my laft paper I mentioned fome of thefe falfe wits among the anci-
ents, and in this fhall give the Reader «wo or three other fpecies of them,
that flourithed in the fame early ages of the world. The firft I {hall pro-
duce are the Lipogrammatifts or Lerter-droppers of antiquity, that would
take an exception, without any reafon, againft fome particular letter in
the alphabet, fo as not to admit it once into a whole Poem. One T7y-
phiodsrus was a great mafter in this kind of writing. He compofed an
Odyffey or epick Poem on the adventures of Vjyffes, confifting of four
and twenty books, having entirely banithed the letter 4 from his firft
book, which was called Alpha (as lucus a now lucende) becaufe there
was not an Alpha in it. His {econd book was infcribed Beta, for the
fame reafon. In fhort, the Poet excluded the whole four and rwenty
letters in their turns, and thewed them, one after another, that he could
do his bufinels without them.

It muft have been very pleafant to have feen this Poet avoiding the re-
probate letter, as much as another would a falfe quantity, and making
his efcape from it through the {everal Greek dialetts, when he was pref-
fed with it in any particular fyllable. For the moft apt and elegant word
in the whole language was rejected, like a diamond with a flaw in it, if
it appeared blemifhed with a wrong letter. I fhall only obferve upon this
head, that if the work I have here mentioned had been now extant, the
Ody[fey of Tryphiodorus, in all probability, w-:)}ﬂd have been oftner quo-
ted by our learned Pedants, than the Odyffey of Homer. What a perpe-
tual fund would ithave been of obfolete words and phrafes, unufual barba-
rifms and rufticities, abfurd fpellings and complicated dialecis? I'make no
queftion but it would have been looked upon as one of the moft valuable
treafuries of the Greek tongue.

I find likewife among the ancients that ingenious kind of conceit,
which the moderns diftinguifh by the name of a Redus, that does not
fink a letter but a whole weord, by fubftituting 2 picture in its place.
When Cefer was one of the maftersof the Ramm:‘l?m[, he placed the
figure of an Elephant upon the reverfe (?f the publick mony ; the .word
Ceefar fignifying an Elephant in _thp Punick language. T'his was artifici-
ally contrived by Czfar, becaufe it was not lawful for a private m;lln to

amp
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ftamp his own figure upon the coin of theCommon-wealth. Cicero, who
was fo called from the founder of his family, that was marked on the
nofe with a little wenn like a vetch (which is cicer in Latin) inftead of
Marcus Tullins Cicers, ordered the words Marcus Tullinus with the fie
gure of a verch at the end of them to be infcribed ‘on a publick monu-
ment.  This was done probably to fhew that he was neither athamed of
his name or family, notwithftanding the envy of his competitors had oft-
en reproached him with beth. in the fame manner we read of a famous
building that was marked in feveral parts of it with the figures of a Irog
and a Lizard: thofe words in Greek having been the names of the archi-
tects, who by the laws of their country were never permitted to infcribe
theirown names upon their works. For the fame reafon it is thought, that
the forelock of the horfe in the antique-equeftrian ftatue of Marcus Au-
relites, reprefents at a diftance the fhape of an Owl, to intimate the country
of the ftatuary, who, in all ptobabiliay, was an Athexian. Thiskind of
wit was very much in vogue among our own country-men about an age
or two ago, who did not pra@ife it for any oblique reafon, as the anci-
ents abovementioned, but purely for the fake of being witty. Among
innumerable inftances that may be given of this nature, I fhall produce
the device of one Mr. Newéerry, as I find it mentioned by our learned
Camder in his Remains. Mr. Newberry, to réprefent his name by a
picture, hung up at his door the fign of a Yew-tree, that had feveral ber-
ries upon it, and in the midft of them a great golden N hung upon a
bough of the tree, which by the help of a little fale {pelling made up the
word N-ew-berry.

I {hal! conclude this topick with a Rebus, which has been lately hewn
out in free-flone, and ereéted over two of the portals of Blenbeim houfe,
being the figure of a monfirous Lion tearing to pieces a little Cock.
For the better underftanding of which device, I muft acquaint my Ewg-
J1/b reader that a Cock has the misfortune to be called in Latin by the
fame word that fignifies a French-man, as a Lion is the emblem of the
Lnglifb nation. Such a device info noble a pile of building looks like a
Punn in an heroick Poem; and 1am very forry the truly ingenious archi-
tect would fuifer the flatuary to blemifh his excellent plan with fo poor
aconceit: But I hope what 1 have faid will gain quarter for the Cock,
and deliver him out of the Lion’s paw.

Ifind likewife in ancient times the conceit of making an Fcho talk
fenfibly, and give rational anfwers. If this could be excufable in any
writer, it would be in Owid, where he introduces the Echo asa Nymph,

before
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before the was worn away into nothing bur a voice.  The learned Era/-
mus, though a man of wit and. genius, has compofed a Dialogue upon
this filly kind of device, and made ufe of an Eccho who feems to have
been a very extraordinary linguift, for fhe anfwers the perfon fhe talks
with in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, aceording as fhe found the fyllables
which fhe was to repeat in any of thofe learned languages. Hudibras, in
ridicule: of this falfe kind of wit, has defcribed Brusn bewailing the lofs
of his Bear to a folitary Echo, who is of great ufe to the Poet in feveral
difticks, as fhe does not only repeat after him, but helps out his verfe, and
furnithes him with RAymes.

He raged, and kept as heavy a coil as
Stout Hercules for lofs of Hylas;
Forcing the vallies to repeat
The accents of bis fad regret ;
He beat bis breaft, and tore bis bair,
For lofs of bis dear crony Bear,
That Echo from the bollow grownd
His doleful wailings did refound
More wiftfully, by many times,
Than in fmall Poets [play-foot Rhymes,
That make ber in their rueful flories,
To anfiver to Int'rogatories,
And moft unconfeionably depofe
Things of which fbe nothing knows:
And when [be has faid all fbe can (ay,
Tis wrefted tothe Lover's fancy.

uoth be, O whither, wicked Bruin,
Art thou jled to my Echo, Ruin?
I thought th'hadfl fcorn’'d to budge a flep
For fear. (Quoth Eche) Marry guep.
Am I not berswto take thy part!
Then what bas quelld thy flubborn beart?
Hawe thefe bones ratled, and this head
So often in thy quarrel bled?
Nor did I ever winch or grudge it,
For thy dear fake. (Quoth fbe) Mum budget.
Think [l thou twill not be laid £ th difp
Thou turnd ft thy back? quoth Echo, Pifh.
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T run from thofe th badft overcome

Thus cowardly? quoth Echo, NMum.

But what a-vengeance makes thee fly

Fyom me too, as thine enemy?

Or if thou badft #o thonght of me,

Nar what I bave endur'd for thee,

Yet fbame and honoyr might prevail

To keep thee thus from turning tarl:

For who wot'd gmdge to (pend bhis blood in
His honour's caufe? quoth fbe, A pudding.

N° 6. Wednefday, May o.

Hoc eft quod palles? cur quis non prandeat, boc eff?  Per, Sat. 3.

EVERAL kinds of falfe wit that vanifhed in the refined ages of
the world, difcovered themfelves again in the times of monkith ig-
norance.

As the Monks were the mafters of all that little learning which was
then extant, and had their whole lives entirely difengaged from bufinefs,
it is no wonder that feveral of them, who wanted genius for higher per-
formances, employed many hours in the compofition of fuch tricks in
writing as required much time and little capacity. 1 have feen half the
Envid turned into Latin rhymes by one of the Beaux FEfprits of that

dark age ; who fays in his preface to it, that the #neid wanted nothing

but the {fweets of rhyme to make it the moft perfect work in its kind.
I have likewife feen an Hymn in Hexameters to the Vargin Mary, which
filled a whole book, tho’ it confifted but of the eight following words;

Tot, tibi, fint, Vi irgo, dotes, quot, fidera, cwlp.
Thou baft as many virtues, O Virgin, as there ave ffars in Heaven.

The Poet rung the changes upon thefe eight feveral words, and by that

means made his verfes almolt as numerous as the wirtues ‘and the {tars °

which they celebrated. It is no wonder that men who had fo much time
upon

s

e e — T ——— b =




N%6o. TheeSPECTAIOR 829

upon their hands, did not only reftore all ‘the antiquated -pieces ‘of falfe
wit, but enriched the world with inventions of their' own. It ‘was to
this age that we owe the produétion of Anagrams, which is nothing elfe
but a tranfniutation of one word into another, or the turning of the fame
fet of letters into different words ; whieh may change night into day, or
black ‘into white; ifF Chance, ‘who is the Goddefs that prefides over
thefe fores of compofition, fhall fo/direét. ' I remeémber a witty Author,
in allufion to this kind of writing, calls his Rival; who (it feems) was di-
florted, and had his limbs fet in places that did net preperly belong to
them, The Anagram of a man.

When the' Anagrammatift takes a name to work upon; he confiders it
at firf{t as a Mine not broken up, which will not thew the treafure it con-
tains till he fhall have fpent many hours in the {earch of it: For it is his
bufinefs 'to find out one word that conceals it {elf in another, and to exa-
mine the letters in all the variety of ftations in which they can poflibly be
ranged. ' I have heard of a GGentleman who, when this kind of wit wasin
fathion, endeavoured to gain his Miftrefs’s heart by it. She was one of
the finelt women of her' age, and known by the name of the Lady Mary
Boon. 'The Lover not being able to make any thing of Mary, by cer-
tain liberties indulged to this kind of writing converted it into MoZ/; and
after having fhut himfelf up for half a year, with indefatigable indufiry
produced an Anagram. Upon the prefenting it to his Miftrefs, who was
a little vexed in her heart to fee her felf degraded into Mo/! Boon, the
told him, to his infinite furprize, that- he had miftaken her Sirname, for
that it was not Boon but Bobur.

-Thi omnis
Effufiss labor

The Lover was thunder-{truck with his misfortune, infomuch that in 2
little time after he loft his fenfes, which indeed had been very much im-
paired by that continual application he had given to his Anagram.

The Acroftick was probably invented abour the: fame time with the
Anagram, though it is impeflible to decide whether the invéntor of
the one or the other were the greater blockhead. The Simple Acros
ftick is nothing but the name or title of a perfon or thing made out of
the initial letters of feveral verfes, and by that means written, after the
manner of the Chiuefe, in a perpendicular line. But befides thefe there
are Compound Acrofticks, when the principal Letters ftand two or three
deep. Ihave feen fome of them where the Verfes have not only been

Vou, IL Yyy edged
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edged by a name at each extremity; but have had the fame name run-
ning down like a feam through the middle of the Poem.

There is another near relation of the Anagrams and Acrofticks, which
is commonly called a Chronogram. This kind of wit appears very often
on many modern Medals, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they repre-
fent in the Infcription the year in which they were coined. Thus' we fee
on a Medal of Guftaphus Adolphus the following words, CarlstVs
DuX erco rrIUMeuVs. If you take the painsto pick the figures
out of the feveral words, and range them in their proper order, you
will find they amount to MDCXV VVIL or 1627, the year in which the
Medal was {tamiped: For as fome of the Letters diftinguith themfelve
from the reft, and over-top their fellows, they are to be confidered in z !
double capacity, both as Letters and as Figures. Your laborious Ger-
man Wits will turn over a whole Dictionary for one of thefe ingenious
devices. A man would think they were fearching after an apt clafficat
term; but inftead of that, they are looking out a word that has an L, an
M, or a Din it. . When therefore we meet with any of thefe Infcriptions,
we are not fo much to look in them for the thought, as for the year of
the Lord. -

The Bouts Rimez were the favourites of the Frexeh nation for a
whole age together, and that at a time when it abounded in wit and
learning. They were alift of words that rhyme to one another, drawn
up by another hand, and given to a Poet, who was to make a Poem to
the Rhymes in the fame order that they were placed upon the lift: The
more uncommon the Rhymes were, the more extraordinary was the
genius of the Poet that could accommodate his verfes to them. I do
not know any greater inftance of the decay of wit and learning among
the French (which generally follows the declenfion of Empire) than the
endeavouring to reftore this foolifh kind of wit. If the Reader will be
at the trouble to fee examples of it, let him look into the new Mercu-
7¥ Gallant ; where the Author every month gives a lift of. Rhymes to
be filled up by the Ingenious; in order to be communicated to the pub-
lick in the Mercure for the fucceeding month. That for the month of
November laft, which now lies before me, is as follows,

-------------------------- Lauriers
----------------- - = = = r =~ = - Guerriers
-------------------------- Mufétte
ORI o e e e BB e
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........................... Cefars
_________________________ FEtendars
.......................... Honlette
-------------------------- Foletre

One would be amazed to fee {o learned 'a ‘man as Menage talking feri-
oufly on this kind of trifle in the following paflage.

Monfienr de la Chambre bas told me, that he never knew what he was
going to write when he took bis pen into bis band; but that one [entence
always produced another. For my own part, Inever knew what I fhould
write next when I was making verfes. In the firft place I got all my
rhymes together, and was afterwards perbaps three or four months i
Jilling them up. I ome day fhewed Monfienr. Gombaud a compofition of
this nature, in which among others I bad made ufe of the four following
rhymes, Amaryllis, Phyllis, Marne, Arne, defiring bim to give me bis opi-
wion of it. He told -me immediately, that my verfes were good for no-
thing. And upon my asking bis reafon, be [aid, becanfe the rhymes are
too common ; and for that reafon eafie to be put into verfe. Marry, fays
1, if it be fo, I am very well rewarded for all the pains I have been at.
But by Monfienr Gombaud’s leave, notwithflanding the feverity of the
criticifin, the verfes were good. Vid. MENAGIANA. Thus far the
learned Menage, whom I have tranflated word for word. _

The firft occalion of thefe Bouts Rimez made them in fome manner
excufable, as they were tasks which the Fremch Ladies ufed to impofe
on their Lovers. But when a grave Author, like him above-mentioned,
tasked himfelf, could there be any thing more ridiculous? or would not
one be ‘apt to believe that the Author played booty, and did not make
his lift of rhymes till he had finithed his Poem?

I fhall only add, that this piece of falfe Wit has been finely ridiculed
by Monfieur Sara/fin, ina Poem entituled, Lz Defaite des Bouts-Rimez,
the Rout of the Bouts-Rimez.

I muft fubjoin’ to this laft: kind of wit the Double rhymes, which are
ufed in doggerel Poetry, and generally applauded by ignorant readers.
If the thought of the couplet in fuch' compofitions is good, the rhyme
adds little to it; and if bad, it will not be in the power of the rhyme to
recommend it. Tam afraid that great Numbers of thofe who admire the
incomparable Hwdibras,do it more on account of thefe doggerel rhymes,
than of the parts that really deferve admiration. T am fure T have heard
the -

Yyyz2 Pulpit,
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Pulpit, drum ecclefraflick,
Was beat with fift inflead of a flick;

and

There was qn antient fage Philofopher
Hbo bad read Alexander Rofs over,

more frequently 'quoted, than the fineft pieces of Wit in the whole
Poem. X

Ne 61. Thurfday, May 0.

Nou. equidem fludeo, bullatis ut mibi nugis
Pagina turgefear, dare pondus idowea fumo. Perf,

=HERE isnokind of falle Wit which has been fo recommended
1 by the pratticeof ali- ages;:-as-that-which eondiils i 3 iihele of

X words, andis chmprehended wuder the general werie o f'".-f.w-
ming.  1t1s indeed 'impofiibie to kill 4 weed, which the {61l has 4 macoral
difpofition to produce. = The feeds of Punning ave in the minds of all
men, and thougls ehey may. be fubdued by reaten; reflection, and good
fenfe; they will be very aptito thoot up in the grentelt geniss, that is not
broken and cultivated by the rules of art.' Imitation/is natval: tb us, and
when it does fiot. raife the: mind to Poetryy Painting, Mafick, or other
more noble arts, it often’breaks out-in Punns and Quibbles.

Ariflotle, in the eleventh chapter of his book of "Rhetor ick, defctibes
two or three kinds of Punns, which he ealls Paragrams, among the beiu-
ties ‘of good writing; and produces inflances of them out of fome of the
greateft Authors in the Greek tongue. 11 Gicerw has {prinkled feveral of hig
works with Pinns, and in'his book where he lays down the roles of Ora-
tory,. quotesabundance of fayings as pieces:of Wits which alfo upon exa-
mination prove arfapt Ponns. . Butithe age in which #be. Pawn chiefly
flowrithed, ‘was: the weign. of King ' [f ames the Firft. ;- That learned Mo+
narch was himfelf a tolerable Punnfter, and made very few Bifhops-or

Privy-

e
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Privy-Counfellors that had not fome time or other fignalized themfelves
by a Clinch,, or a Conundrum. = It was therefore in this age that the Pusn
appeared with pomp and dignity. It had before been admitted into mex-
ry {peeches and ludicrous compofitions, but was now delivered with
great gravity from the pulpit, or pronounced in the moft folemn manner
at the Council-table. ' The greateft Authors, in their moft ferious works,
made frequent ufe of Punns. The Sermons of Bithop Andrews, and the
Tragedies of Shakefpear, are full of them. The {inner was punned into
repentance by the former, as in the latter nothing is more ufual than to
fee a Heroe weeping and quibbling for a dozen lines together.

I muft add to.thefe great Authorities, which {feem to have given 4 kind
of fanétion to this piece of falfe Wity that all the writers of Rhetorick
have treated of Punning with very great refpeét, and divided the {everal
kinds of it into hard mames, that are reckoned among the figures of
fpeech, and recommended as ornaments in difcourfe. 1 remember a
country fchool-mafter of myaequaintance told me once, that he had been
in company with a2 Gentleman whom he looked upon to be the greateit
Paragremmatift among the moderns. ' Upon enquiry, I found my learn-
ed friend had dined that day with Mr: Swan, the famous Punniter; and
defiring him to give me fome account of Mr. Swan's converfation, he
told me that he generally talked in the Paranomafia, that he fometimes
gave into the Plocé, bur that in his humble opinion he fhined moft ‘in
the Autanaclafis.

I muftnot here omit, that a famous Univerfity of:this dand was former
ly very much infefted with Punns; but whether or no this might not a-
rife from the fens and marfhes in which it was fituated, ‘and which are
now drained, I muft leave to the determination of more skilful Naturalifts,

After this fhort hiftory of Punning, ene would wonder how it fhould
be fo intirely banifhed out of the learned world; asit'is at prefent, efpe-
cially fince it had found a place in the writings of the molt ancient po-
lite Authors. To account for this we mwufl confider, that the firll race
of Authors, who were the great Heroes in writing, were deftitute of all
rules and arts of criticifm 5 -and for that reafon, though they excel later
writers in greatnefs of genius, they fall {hort of them in accuracy and
correftiels; . The Moderns eannot reach ‘their beauties, but ‘can avoid
their imperfettions.  When the world was furnithed with thefe-Authors
of the firlt eminence, there grew up another fet of writers, who gained
themfelves a reputation by the remarks which they made’ on the works
of thofe who preceded them. It was one of the employments of ‘thefe

fecon-
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fecondary Authors, to diftinguifh the feveral kinds of Wit by terms of
art, and to confider them as more  or lefs perfed, according as they
were founded in truth. It is'no wonder therefore, that even' {uch Au-
thors as ffocrares, Plaro, and Cicero, thould have fuch little blemithes a5
are not to be met with in Authors of 2 much inferior charadter, who
have written fince thofe feveral blemifhes were difcovered, 1 do ner
find that there was a proper feparation made between punns and true wi¢
by any of the ancient Authors, except Quintilian and Longinus. Buyg
when this. diftinétion was once fettled, it was very natural for all mep
of fenfe to agree init. As for the revival of this falfe Wit, i happen-
ed about the time of therevival of letters; bur as foon as it was once de-
te¢ted, it immediately vanifhed and difappeared. At the fame time
there is no queftion, but as it has funk in/one age, and rofe in another,
it will again recover it felf in fome diftant period of time, as pedantry
and ignorance fhall prevail upon wit and fenfe. And, to {peak the
truth, I do very much apprehend, by fome of the laft winter’s produ&i-
ons, which had their fets of admirers, that our pofterity will in a few
years degenerate into a vace of Punfters; At leaft, a man may be ver

excufable for any apprehenfions of this kind, that has feen Aeroflicks
handed about the Town with great fecrefie and applaufe; to which [
muit alfo add alittle Epigram called the Witches Prayer, that fell into
verfe when it was read, either backward or forward, excepting only thag
it curfed one way and blefled the other. When one fees there are aétu-
ally fuch pains-takers among our Britifb Wits, who can tell what it may
end in? If we muft lafh one another, let it be with the manly flrokes of
Wit and Satyr; for Lam of the old Philofopher’s opinion, that if I muft
{ufier from one or the other, I would rather it thould be from the paw
of a Lion,,than the hoof of an Afs. T do 1ot fpeak this out of any {pirit
of party. There is a moft crying dulnefs on both fides. T have feen

Lory derofticks and Whig Anagrams, and do not quarrel with either of

them, becaufe they are #higs or Tories, but becaufe they are Awagrams
and Adergflicks. _

But to return to Punning. Hayving purfued the hiffory of a Punn,
from its original to its downfal, I fhall here define it to be a conceit a-
rifing from the ufe of two words that agree in the found, but differ in
the fenfe. The only way therefore to try a ‘piece of wit, is to tranflate
itinto a different language: if it bears the teft, you may pronounce it
true ; but if it vanifhes in the experiment, you may conclude it to have
been a Punn. In fhort, one may fay of a Punn as the country-man de-

feribed




Ne° 62. The SPECTATO R. 535

{fcribed his Nightingale, that is, vox ef preterea nibhil, a found; 'and no-
thing but a found. On the contrary, one may reprefent true Wit by the
defcription which Ariftinetus makes of a fine woman, when {he is 'd,r-qfl
féd fhe is beautiful, when fhe is undreffed {he is beautiful: Or, as Merce-
rus has tranflated it more emphatically, Jueduitur, formofa eff: Exuitur,

ipfa forma eff.

N° 62.  Friday, May 11.

Scribend reéte fapere eft et principium et fous., Hor.

R. Lock has an admirable refleGion upon the difference of Wit
M and Judgment, whereby he endeavours to fthew the reafon why

they are not always the talents of the fame perfon. His words
are as follow: And hence, perbaps, may be given fome reafon of that com-
mon obfervation, That men who bave a great deal of wit and prompt me-
mories, bave not always the cleareft judgment, or decpeft reafon. For Wit
bying moft in the affemblage of Ideas, and putting thofe together with quick-
nefs and variety, wherein can be found any refemblance or congruity, there-
by to make up pleafant pictures and agreeable vifions in the fancy; Fudg-
ment on the contrary, lies quite on the other fide, in feparating ('ﬁ}"(_’ff:!-.
by one from another, Ideas wherein can be found the leafl difference, there-
by to avoid being mifled by fimilitude, and by affinity, to take onething for
another. This is away of proceeding quite contrary to Metaphor and
Allufion; wherein, for the moff part, bies that entertainment and pleafan-
iry g;f' Wit which [firikes [o dively on the fancy, and is therefore (o accep-
table to all people.

This is, I think, the beft and moft philofophical account that I have
ever met with of Wit, which generally, though not always, confifts in
fuch a refemblance and congruity of Ideas as this Author mentions. I
fhall only add to it, by way of explanation, That every refemblance of
Ideasis not that which we call Wir, unlefs it befuch an one that gives
Delight and Surprize to the Reader: Thefe two properties feem eflen-

tial to Wit, more particularly the laft of them. In order therefore that
the
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the refemblance in the Ideas be Wit; it .is néceflary . that the Tdéas
fhould not lie too mnear ome another im the nature .of thingss for
where the likenefs is obvious, it gives no futprize. To compare one
man’s finging to that ofanother; or to reprefent the whitetiefs of any ob-
jeft by that of Milk and Snow; or the vatiety of its colobes by thofe of
the Rainbow, cannot be called Wit, unlefs, befides this obvious refems
blance, there be fome further congruity difcovered in the two Ideas that
is capable of giving the Reader fome {urprize. Thus when a Poet tells
us, the bofom of his Miftrefs is as white as fnow, there is no Wit in
the comparifon; but when.he adds, with:a figh, that it is.as cold too, it
then 'grows into Wit. Eveéry Reéader’s memory may fupply him with in-
numerable inftances of the fame nature. For this reafon, the fimilitudes
in heroick Poets, who endeavour rather to fill the mind with great con-
ceptions, than to divert it-with fuch as are new and f{urprizing, have fel-
dom any thing in them that can be called Wit. Mz, Lock’s account of
Wi, with this thort explanation, comprehends molt of the fpecies of Wit,
as Metaphiors, Similitudes, Allegories, Anigmas, Mottds, Parables, Fa=
bles, Dreams, -Vifions, Dramatick writings, Burlefque, and all the nre-
thods of ‘Allufiont as there aie many other pieces of Wit, (how remote
{eever they may appearat firft dight from the foregoing defcription) which
upon examination will be.found te agree with it.

AS trae JT'ib generally. coufifls in this réfemblance and congruity of
Ideas, falfe it chiefly confifts in the refemblance and congruity fome-
times of fingle Lietters; as in Anagrams, Chronograms, . Lipograms, and
Acrofticks: fometimes of Syllables, as in Hchos and Doggerel Rhymes:
fometimes of Words,as in Puonsand Quibbles; and fometimesof whole
Sentences or Poems, caft into the figures of Eggs, Axes or ditars: Nay,
fome carry the wotion of Wit fo far, as to aferibe it even to external Mi-
mickry; and to look upon a man as an ingenious perfon, that can refem-
ble the tone, poiture, or face of another.

As vrute Wit conlifls in the refemblance of Ideas, and Sfalfe it in the
refemblance of Words, accordingto the foregoing inftancess there is ano-
ther kind of Wit which confifts partly in the refemblance of Ideas, and
partly in the refemblance of Words; which; for diftinéion fakey I fhall
call mixt i, 'This kind of Wit is that which abounds in Cowley, more
than in any Author that ever wrote. Mr. Zaller has likewife a great
deal of it; Mr. Diydenis very fparing init. Milton had a genius much
above it.  Spewcerisin ihe fame Clafs with Mifeon. The Tzalians, even
in their Epic Poetry; ate full of it, Monfieut Boileau; who formed him-

felf

+ ot e
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felf upon the ancient Poets, has every where rejefted it with fcorn. If
we look after mixt Wit among the Greek writers, we fhall find it no
where but inthe Epigrammatifts. There are indeed fome ftrokes of it in
the little Poern afcribed to Mu/fiens, which by that, as well as many other
marks, betrays it felf to be a2 modern compofition. If we look into the
Latin writers, we' find none of this mixt Wit in Firgil, Lucretius oy
Catullus 3 very little in Horace, but a great deal of it in Ovid, and fearce
any thing elfe in Martial,

Out of the innumerable branches of mixz ity T fhall chufe one in-
ftance which may be met with in all the writers of this Clafs, The paf-
fion of Love in its nature has been thought to refemble fire; for which
reafon the words Fire and Flame gre made ufe of to fignific Love. The
witty Poets therefore have taken an advantage from the doubtful mean.
ing of the word Fire, to makean infinite number of Witticifms. Coue
Fey obferving the cold regard of his Miftre(s’s eves, and at thie fame time
their power of producing leve in him, conifidérs them as Burning-glaffes
made of'ice; and finding himfelf able to live in the greateft extremities
of Love, concludes the torrid Zone to be habitable. When his Mi-
ftrefs has read his letter written in juice of Lemmon by holding it tothe
fire, he defires her to read it over a fecond time by Love’s flames. When
fhe weeps, he wifhes it were inward heat that diftilled thofe drops from
the Limbeck. When fhe is abfent, he is beyond eighty, that is, thirty
degrees nearer the Pole ‘than when fhe is with him. His ambitious Love
is a fire that naturally' mounts upwards ; his happy Love is the beams of
Heaven, and his unhappy Love flames of Helll When ir does
not let him fleep, it is a flame that fends up no fmoke; when
it is oppofed by counfel and advice, it is a fire that rages the more
by the wind’s blowing upon it. Upon the dying of 4 tree in which He
had cut his loves, he obferves that his written flames had burnt up and
withered the tree. “When he refolves to give over his paflion, he tells us
that one burnt like him,for ever dreads the fire. His heart is an Fitna,
that inftead of #uiecan’s thop inclofes Cupid's forge in it. His endeavour-
ing to drown his love in wine, is throwing oil upon the fire. He would
infinuate to his Miftrefs, that the fire of Love, like'that of the Sun (which
produces fo many living creatures) fhould not only warm but beget.
Love in another place cooks Pleafure at his fire. Sometimes the Poet’s
heart is frozen in every breaft, and fometimes fcorched in every eye.,
Sometimes heis drownedin tears, and’ burntin love, like a fhip fet on fire
in the middle of the fea. '

Vou. IL 4z The
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The Reader may obferve in every one of thefe inftances, that the
Poet mixes the qualities of fire with thofe of love; and in the fame fen-
tence {peaking of it both as a paflion, and as real fire, furprizes the Rea-
der with thofe feeming refemblances or contradictions that make up.all
the Wit in this kind of writing,. Mixt Wit therefore is a. compofition
of Punn and true Wit, and is more or lefs perfect as the refemblance
lies in the Ideas, or in the W.ords: its foundations are laid partly-in falfe-
hood and partly in truth: reafon puts in her claim for one half of it; and'’
extravagance for the other. The only province therefore for this kind:
of Wit, is Epigram, or thofe little-occafional Poems that in their own na.
ture are nothing elfe but a tiffue of Epigrams. I cannot conclude this
head of mixz. Wit, without owning that the admirable Poet out of whom
I have taken the examplesof it,. had.as much true Wit as,any Author
that ever writ ;- and indeed all other;talents of an extraordinary genius.

It may be expeéted, fince I am upon this fubject, that I fhould rake no-
tice of Mr. Dryden’s definition of. Wit ; which, with alt the deference.
that is due to-the judgment of fo great 2 man, is not fo properly a defi-
nition of Wit, as of good writing in general... Wit, as he defines it, is
« gpropriety: of words and thoughts adapted to the fubject.” If this be a
true definition of Wit, I am apt to think that Enc/id was the greateft:
Wit that ever:fet pen to paper: it is certain there never. was a.greater
propriety of words and thoughts adapted to the fubject, than what that
Author. has made ufe of in his Elements. I fhall only appeal to.my Rea-
der,. if this definition agrees with ‘any notion he has of Wit: if it-be a-
true one, I amfure Mr. Dryden was not only a better.Poet, but a great-
er Wit than Mr. Cowley ; and Firgil a much more facetious man than.et-
ther Ovzid. or Martial.. ' _

Bouhours, whom I look upon to be the moft penetrating of all. the
French Criticks, has taken . pains to fhew, that it is impoflible for any
thought to be beautiful which is not juft, and has not its foundation in the
nature of things: that the bafis of all wit is truth; and that |no thought
ean’ be valuable, . of which goed fenfe is not the ground-work. Bozleat
has endeavoured to inculcate the fame notion in {everal parts of his wri-
tings, both in profe and verfe. ‘This is that natural way of writing, that
beautiful fimplicity, which we fo.much admire in the compofitions of the
ancients ;. and ‘which no body deviates from, but thofe: who want ftrength
of genius tosmake a thought fhine n its own natural beauties. Poets
whe. want this.ftrength of genius to give that majeftick fimplicity: to na-

ture, which we fomuch admire in the works of the ancients, are forced
to
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to hunt after foreign ornaments, and not to let any piece of Wit of what
kind foever efcape them. Tlook upon thefe writers as Goths in Poetry,
who, like thofe in Architeéture, not being able to come up to the beau-
tiful fimplicity of the old Greeks and Romans, have endeavoured to fup-
ply its place with all the ‘extravagances of an irregular fancy. Mz, Dry-
den makes a very handfomé obfervation on Ovid’s writing a letter from
Dide to Fneas, in the following words: « Owid (fays he, fpeaking of
Virgil's fition of Dido and Aineas) “ takes it up after him, even in the
« {ame age, and makes an ancient Heroine of Virgil's new-created Di-
“ 4p; diftates a letter for her juft before her death to the ungrateful fi-
« gitive; and, very unluckily for himfelf, is for meafuring a {fword with
« a man fo much fuperior in force to him on the fame fubject. I think
« | may be judge of this, becaufe I have tranflated both. The famous
« Author of the 4r¢ of Love has nothing of his own; he borrows al]
& from a greater mafter in his own profeflion, and, which is worfe, im-
s proves nothing which he finds : ‘nature fails him, and being forced to
« his old fhift, he has recourfe to witticifm. This pafles indeed with
« his foft admirers, and gives him the preference to Furgil in their
¢« efteem.
Were not I fupported by fo great an authority as that of Mr. Dryden,
I fhould not venture to obferve, that the tafte of moft of our Zngli/b
Poets, as well as Readers, is extremely Gothick. He quotes Monfieur
Segrais for a threefold diftinétion of the Readers of Poetry: in the firft
of which he comprehends the rabble of Readers, whom he does not
treat as fuch with regard to their quality, but to their numbers and the
coarfenefs of their tafte. His words are as follow: ¢ Segrais has diftin-
« guifhed the Readers of Poetry, according to their capacity of judging,
« into three Clafles. [He might have faid the fame of writers too,- if he
« had pleafed.] In the loweft form he places thofe whom he calls Les
« Petits Efprits, fuch things as are our upper-gallery audience in a
@ Play-houfe; who like nothing but the husk and rind of Wit, prefer a
« Quibble, a Conceit, an Epigram, before folid fenfe, and elegant ex-
« preffion: thefe are Mob-readers. If Fings/ and Martial ftood for Par-
« liament-men, we know already who would carry it. But though they
« make the greateft appearance in the field, and cry the loudeft, the beit
« on't is they are but a fort of French Huguenots, or ‘Dutch Boors,
« brought over in herds, but not naturalized ; who have not' lands of
« two Pounds per Aunum in Parnaffis, and therefore are not priviledg-
«ed to Poll. Their Authors are of the {fame level, fit to reprefent them
P e € on
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“ on a Mountebank’s ftage, or to be mafters of the ceremonies in a Bear-
“ garden: yet thefe are they who have the moft admirers. Bur it often
“ happens, to their mortification, that as their Readers improve their
“ ftock of fenfe, (as they may by reading better books, and by converfa-
“ tion with men of judgment) they foon forfake them.

I muft not difmifs this fubjeét without obferving, that as Mr. Lock in
the paflage above-mentioned has difcovered the moft fruitful fource of
Wit, fo there is another of a quite contrary nature to it, which does
likewife branch it felf out into feveral kinds. For not only the  Re.
Semblance but the Oppofition of ldeas does very often produce Wit; as §
could fhew in feveral little points, turns, and antithefes, that I may pofli-
bly enlarge upon in fome future Speculation.

N° 63.  Saturday, May 12.

Humano capiti cervicem piflor equinam

Fungere [i velit, et varias inducere plumas

Undique collatis membris, wut tuypiter atyvim

Definat in pifcem mulier formofa Superné ;

Spettarum admiffi vifum teneatis amici?

Credite, Pifones, ifts tabule fore Librum

Perfimtlem, cujus, velut €gri fomnia, vane

Finguntur [pecies—a-mmmnmm Hor.

which it has been long employed. The thoughts will be rifing of
themfelves from time to time, though we give them no encourage-
ment; as the toffings and fluGuations of the fea continue feveral hours

after the winds are laid,
It is to this that I impute my laft night'’s Dream or Vifion, which
formed into one continued allegory the feveral fchemes of Wit, whe-
ther

IT is very hard for the mind to difengage it felf from a fubjeét in
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ther falfe, mixed, or true, that have been the fubjeét of my late pa-
pers. '

Methoughts I was tranfported into acountry that was filled with pro-
digies and enchantments, governed by the goddefs of Favrsnoon, and
entitled the region of falfe Wit. ‘There was nothing in the ficlds, the
woads; and the rivers, that appeared natural. Several of the trees blof-
{fomed in leaf-gold, fome of them produced bone-lace, and fome of them
precious flones. The fountains bubbled in an Opera tune, and were fil-
led with Stags, Wild-boars, and Mermaids, that lived among the waters;
at the fame time that Dolphins and feveral kinds of filh played upon the
banks, or took their paftime in the meadows. The birds had many of
them golden beaks, and human voices. The flowers perfumed the air
with {mells of incenfe, amber-greefe, and pulvillos ; and were fo inter-
woven with one another, that they grew up in pieces of embroidery:.
The winds were filled with fighs and meflages of diftant lovers. As |
was walking to and fro in this enchanted wildernefs, I could not forbear
breaking out into foliloquies upon the feveral wonders which lay before
me, when to my great furprize I found there were artificial Fchoes in
every walk, that by repetitions of certain words which I fpoke, agreed
with me, or contradited me, in every thing I faid. In the midit of my
converfation with thefe invifible companions, I difcovered: in the center
of a very dark grove a monitrous fabrick built after the Gozbick manner,
and covered with innumerable devices in that barbarous kind of {culp-
ture. I immediately went up to it, and found it te be a kind of heathen
temple confecrated to the God of Duline/s. Upon my entrance I faw
the deity of the place drefled in the habit of a Monk, with a. book in
one hand and a rattle in the other. Upon his right hand was Indufiry,
with a lamp burning before her; and on his left Capriee, with a Monky
fitting on her fhoulder. Before his feet there ftood an Alrar of a' very
odd make, which, as I afterwards found, was fhaped in that manner to
comply with the infcription. that furrounded it. Upon the Altar there
lay feveral offerings of Axes, Wings, and Eggs, cut in paper, and in-
{eribed with verfes. The Temple was filled with votaries, who applied
themfelves to different diverfions, as their fancies diretted them. Inone
part of it I faw a regiment of #nagrams, who were continually in moti-
on, turping to the right or to the left, facing about, doubling their
ranks, fhifting their flations, and throwing themlglves into all the figures,
and counter-marches of the moft changeable and perplexed. exercife.
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“Not far from thefe was a body of Aerofficks, made up of very difpro-
portioned perfons. It was difpofed into three columns, the Officers plant-
ing themfelves in a line on the left hand of each column. The Officers
were ‘all of them at leaft fix foot high, and made three rows of .very pro-
per men; but the common Soldiers, who filled up the {paces between
the Officers, were fuch dwarfs, cripples, and {carecrows, that one could
hardly look upon them without laughing. There were behind .the A.
crofticks two or three files of Chronograms, which differed only from the
former, as their Ofhicers were equipped (like the figure of Time) with an
hour-glafs‘in one hand, and -a fcythe in the other, and took their polts
promifeuoufly among the private men whom they commanded.

In the body of the temple, and before the very face of the Deity, me-
thoughts I {aw the Phantom of Tryphiodorus the Lipogrammatift, engaged
in a ball with four and twenty perfons, who purfued him by turns
through-all the intricacies and labyrinths of a. country dance, without: be-
ng able to overtake him.

Obferving feveral to be very bufie at the weftern end- of the Temple, 1
enquired into what they were doing, and found there was in: that quar-
ter the great magazine of Rebus’s. 'Thefe were feveral things of the moft
different natures tied up in bundles, and thrown upon one.another in
heaps like faggots. You might behold an anchor, a night-rail, and a

_hobby-horfe bound up together. 'One of the workmen {eeing me very
much furprifed, told me, there wasan “infinité deal of Wit in {everal of
thofe bundles, and that he would explain them to me if-l pleafed: |
thanked him for his civility, but told him I was:in very.great hafte at that
time. As‘I was going out of the I'emple, I obferved in one .corner of
it a clufter of men and women laughing very heartily, and diverting them-
{elves at a game of Crambo. T heard {everal double vhymes as 1 pafled by
them, which raifed a great deal of mirth.

Not far from thefe:was another fet'of merry people engaged at a diver-
fion, ‘in-which ‘the whole jeft was to miftake one perfon for another-
To give occafion for thefe ludicrous miftakes, they were divided into
pairs, every pair being covered from head to foot with the fame kind of
drefs, though perhaps there was not the leaft refemblance in their faces.
By this means an old man was fometimes miftaken for a bey, ‘2 woman
for a man, and a black-a-moor for an- Ewxrepean, which very often pro-
duced great peals of laughter. Thefe I guefled to be a party of Punas.
But being very defirous to get out of this world of magick, which had
almoft turned my brain, Ileft the Temple, and crofled over the fields

that
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that-lay. about it with all the fpeed I could make. I was not gone far be-
fore 1 heard the found of trumpets and alarms, which feemed to pro-
claim the march of an enemy; and, as I afterwards found, was in reality
what I apprehended it. There appeared at a great diftance a very fhi-
ning light, and in the midft of it a perfon of a moft beautiful afpeét; her
name was Trurwn. On her right hand there marched a male Deity,
who bore feveral quivers on his- fhoulders, and grafped feveral Arrows
in his hand. His name was #7#z. The approach of thefe two enemies
filled all the territories of Falfe #it with an unfpeakable confternation,
in fo much that the Goddefs of thofe Regions appeared in perfon upon
the frontiers, with the {feveral inferior Deities, and the different bodies
of forces which I had before feen in the Temple, who were now drawi -
up in array, and prepared to give their foes a warm reception. As the
march of the enemy was very flow, it gave time to the {everal Inhabi-
tants who bordered upon the Regions of Farsuoop to draw their
forces into a body, with adefign to {tand upon their guard.as neuters, and
attend the iffue of the combat.

I muft here inform my Reader, that the frontiers of the enchanted re-
gion, which I have before. defcribed, were inhabited by the Species of :
Mixep Wir, who made a very odd appearance when they were mu-
ftered together in an.army. There were men whofe bodies avere fluck
full of darts, and women whofe eyes were burning-glafles: men that had
hearts of fire, .and women that had breafts of* fnow. It would.be end-
lefs to deferibe {everal Monfters of the like nature, that compofed this
great army; which immediately fell afunder and divided it {felf into two
parts, the one half throwing themfelves behind the banners of T'r uTH,
and the others behind thofe of FarLsnoon.

The Goddefs of FaLsaoon was of a gigantick {tature, and advan-
ced fome paces before the front of the. Army; bur as the dazling light,
which flowed from TrRutH, began to fhine upon her, fhe faded infen-
fibly; infomuch that in' a little fpace fhe looked rather like an huge
Phantom, than a real fubftance. At length, as.the Goddefs of TruTn ap-
proached flill nearer to her, fhe fell away entirely, and vanifhed amidit
the ‘brightnefs of her prefence; fo that there did not remain the  leaft
trace or impreflion of her figure in the place where {he had been feen.

As at the rifing of the Sun the Conftellations grow thin, and the Stars -
go out one after another, till the- whole Hemifphere is extinguifhed ; .
fuch was the vanifhing of the Goddefs: and not only of the Goddefs

her felf, but of the whole Army that attended her, which fympathized
with
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with their leader, and fhrunk into nothing, in proportion as' the God-
defs difappeared. At the fame time the whole Temple funk, the fith be-
took themfelves to the fireams and the wild beaftsto the woods, the foun-
tains recovered their murmurs, the birds their voices, the trees their leaves,
the flowers their fcents, and the whale face of nature its true and genu-
ine appearance. ‘Though T {till continued afleep, I fancied my felf as it
were awakened out of a dream, when I faw this region of Prodigies re-
ftored to woods and rivers, fields and meadows. .

Upon the removal of that wild fcene of wonders, which had very
much difturbed my imagination, I took a full furvey of the perfons of
Wir and Truts; for indeed it was impoffible to look upon the firft,
without {eeing the -other at the fame time. There was behind them a
ftrong and compact body of Figures. The genius of Hersick Poetry ap-
peared with a Sword in her hand, and a Lawrel on her head. Tragedy
was crowned with Cyprefs, and covered with robes dipped in blood. Sa-
¢yr had fmiles in her look, and a dagger under her garment. Rbetorick
was known by her Thunderbolt; and Comedy by her Mask. After {eve-
ral other figures, Zpigram marched up in the rear, who had been polted
there at the beginning of the expedition, that he might not revolt to the
enemy, whom he was fufpected to favour in his hearr. I was very much
awed and delighted with the appearance of the God of #7if; there was
fomething fo amiable and yet fo piercing in his looks, as ififpired me at
once with love and terror.  As I was gazinig on him 'to my unfpeakable
Joy, he took a quiver of arrows from his fhoulder, in drder to make me
a prefent of it; but as T was reaching out my hand to receive it of him,
T'knocked it againt a chair, and by that means'awaked.’

N° 68. Friday, May 18.

Nos duo turba fumss-s-—=- ; Ovid.

NE would think that the larger the company is in which we are
cngaged, the greater variety of thoughts and fubje&s would be
{tarted in difcourfe; but inftead of this, we find that Converfati-

on



IN* 68. The SPECTATOR. 545

on isnever {o much fireightned and confined as in numerous Affem-
blies. 'When a multitude meet together upon any fubje& of difcourfe,
their debates are taken up chiefly with forms and general pofitions; nay,
if we come into a more contracted Affembly of men and women, the
talk generally runs upon the weather, fathions, news, and the like pub-
lick topicks. In proportion, as converfation gets into Clubs and knots of
friends, it defeends into particulars, and grows more free and communi-
cative: but the moft open, inftruétive, and unreferved difcourfe, is that
which pafes between two perfons who are familiar and intimate friends.
On thefe occalions, a man gives a loofe to every paflion and every thought
that 1s uppermoft, difcovers his moft retired opinions of perfons and
things, tries the beauty and flrength of his fentiments, and expofes his
whole Soul to the examination of his friend.

Tully was the firft who obferved, that friendfhip improves happinefs
and abates mifery, by the doubling of our joy and dividing of our grief;
a thought in which he hath been followed by all the effayers upon friend-
thip, that have written fince his time. Sit Francis Baron has finely de-
fcribed other advantages, or, as he calls them, fruits of friendfhip; and
indeed there is no fubjet of Morality which has been better handled
and more exhaufted than this. Among the feveral fine things which
have been fpoken of it, I fhall beg leave to quote fome out of a very an-
cient Author, whofe book would be regarded by our modern Wits as
one of the moft fhining trafts of Morality that is extant, if it appeared
under the name ofa Confucius, or of any celebrated Grecian Philofopher
I mean the lictle Apocryphal treatife entitled, The /ifiom of the Son of
Sirach. How finely has he defcribed the art of making friends, by an
obliging and affable behaviour? and laid down that precept which a late
excellent Author has delivered as his own, « That we fhould have many
“ well-wifthers, but few friends. Sweet language will multiply friends;
and a fair [peaking tomgue will encreafe kind greetings. Be in peace
with many, neverthele(s have but one counfellor of a theufand. With
what prudence does he caution us in the choice of ourfriends? and with
what {trokes of nature (I could almoft fay of humour) has he deferibed
the behaviour of a treacherous and felf-interefted friend? If ¢hon wonld-
eff get a friend, prove bim firfl, and be not bafly to credit bim: for fome
man is a friend for his own occafion, and will not abide in the day of thy
tronble. And there is a friend who bemng turned to enmity and fleife, will
difiover thy reproach. Again, Some friend is a companion at the table,
and will not continue in the day of thy affliétion: bus in thy Profperity he

Vor. I Aaaa wtll
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will be as thy felf,and will be bold over thy [ervants. If thou be brought low,
he will be againfl thee, and bide kimfelf from thy face, 'What can be
more ftrong and pointed than the following verfe? Separate thy [elf from
thine enemies, and take beed of thy friends. In the next words he parti-
cularizes one of thofe fruits of friendfhip which is defcribed at length
by the two famous Authors. above-mentioned, and falls into a general elogi-
um of friendfhip, whichis very jult as well as very {ublime. A faithful
friend is.a flroug defence; and he that bath found fuch an one; hath found
a treafure. Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend, and bis excellen-
oy is unvaluable. 4 faithful friend is the medicine of life; and they
that fear the Lord. fhall find him. ¥ bofo feareth the Lord [ball direct
bis friendfbip arights for as be is, [0 Jball bis neighbour (that is his
friend) ée #/6. 1 do not remember to have met with any faying that has
pleafed me more than that of a friend’s being the medicine of life, to
exprels the efficacy of friendfhip in healing the pains and anguifh which
naturally cleave to our exiftence in this world ; and am wonderfully plea-
fed with:the turn in-.the laft fentence, That a virtuous man fhall asa
blefling meet with a friend who is as virtuous as himfelf. There is ano-
ther faying in the fame Author, which would haye been very muchad-
mired in an heathen writer; Forfake not an old friend, for the new is not
comparable to him: A new firiend is as new wine; when it is old thou
fbalt drink it with pleafure. W ith-whar ftrength of allufion, and force of
thought, has he defcribed the breaches and violations of friendfhip? A ho-
[o caffeth a flone at the birds, frayeth them away; and be that upbraideth
his friend, breaketh friend/bip. Though thou draweft a fword at a friend,
yet defpair not, for there may be a returning to favour. If thou haff
opened thy mouth againft thy friend, fear not, for there may be a reconcili-
ation except for upbraiding, o7 pride, or diftlofing of fecrets, or a Erea-
cherous wounds fors for thefé things every friend will depart. We may
obferve in this and feveral other precepts in this Author, thofe little fa-
miliar inftances and iliuftrations which are fo much admired in the mo-
ral writings of Horace and Epidletus.. There are very beautiful inftan-
ces of this nature in the following paflages, which are likewile written
upon the fame fubjet: #Fafo difeovereth fecrets, lofeth bis credit, and
fhail never find a friend to his mind., Love thy friend and be fasthful
anto bim; but if thow bewrayefl bis fecrets, follew no more after bim:
for.as- a man bath defiroyed bis enemy, fo baft thou loft the love of thy
friends as one that Jetteth @ bivd go ot of bis haud, (o haft thou let thy
frzend go, and fhalt not ge him azain, Follow after bim no more, for ,:;f

is
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is too far off; he is a5 a roe eftaped out of the fuare. As for a wound,
it may be bound up, and after reviling there may be recomciliation; but
be tha bewrayeth fecrets, is Withott hape.

Among the feveral qualifications of a good friend, this wife man has
very juitly fingled out conftancy and faithfulnefs as the principal: to
thefe, others have added virtue, knowledge, difcretion, equality in age
and fortune, and, as Cicero calls ity  smorim _bcumifm, a p]eai'-.mtnufs of
remper. 1f 1 were to give my, opinion upon fuch an exhaufted fubject, I
fhould join to thefe other quaiiﬁcations a certain @quability or evennefs
of behaviour. A man often contra&s a friendfhip with one whom per-
haps he docs not fnd out ’tll after a yeai’s converfation s when on a
fudden fome latent ill humour bieaks out upon him, which he never
difcovered of fufpeéted athis firlt entring into an intimacy with him.
There arc {everal perfons who in fome certain periods of their lives are
inexprellibly agreeable, and in others as odious and deteftable. Martial
has given usa very pretty picture of one of this fpecies in the following
Epigram;

Difficilis, facilis, _,-im:r;m’rf.r, acerbus es iden

Nec tecum polfism vivere, nec [fine te.

In all thy bumours, whetber grave or mellon,

Thowrt [uch a touchy, tefly, pleafant fellow ;

Haft (o much wit, and mirth, and [pleen about thee,

There is no living with thee, nor without thee.
[t is 'very unlucky for a man to be entangled in a friendfhip with one,
who by thefe changes and viciflitudes of humour is fome times amiable
nd {ometimes odious : and as molt men are at fometimes in an admira-
ble frame and difpofition of mind, it {hould be one of the greateft tasks
of wifdom to keep our felves well when we are fo, and never to go out
of that which is the agreeable part of our charaéter.

153. aaa i l.?x’fj-’ﬁ. ':':;;?1}')
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Ne69.  Saturday, May 19.

Hic fegetes, illic venmnt felicius uve:

Arbore foetus alibz, atque injuffa virefcunt

Gramina. Nonne vides, croceos ut Timolus odpres,

India mittst ebur, molles fua thura Sabe:?

A Chalybes wuds ferrum, virofague Pontus

Cafiorea, Ehadum palmas Epirus equarum ?

Continuo bas leges wternague fredera certis

Impofisst natura locis-mmmmm-n - Virg,

HERE is no place in the Town which I fo much love to fre-

quent as the Royal Exchange. It gives me a fecret fatisfaétion,

and, in fome meafure, gratifies my vanity, as I am an Eunglifb-
man, to {ee {o rich an aflembly of country-men and foreigners confult-
ing together upon the private bufinefs of mankind, and making this me-
tropolis a Kind of Emporium for the whole Earth. 1 muft confefs I look
upon high-change to be a great council, in which all confiderable nati-
ons have their Reprefentatives. Fa&ors in the trading world are what
Ambafladors are in the politick world ; they negotiate affairs, conclude
treaties, and maintain a good correfpondence between thofe wealthy {o-
cieties of men that are divided from one another by feas and oceans, or
live on the different extremities of a continent. I have often been pleafed
to hear difputes adjufted between an inhabitant of F4pan and an Alder-
man of London, or to fee a fubject of the Great Mognl entring into a
league with one of the Czar of Mufeovy. 1am infinitely delighted in
mixing with thefle feveral minifters of commerce, as they are diftinguifh-
ed by their different walks and different languages: fometimes I am juft-
led among a body of Armenians: fometimes I am loft in 2 crowd of
Jews; and fometimes make one in a groupe of Duschmen. 1 am . a
Dane, Swede, or Frenchman at different times ; or rather fancy my felf
: like
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like the old Philofopher, who upon being asked what country-man he
was, replied, that he was a citizen of the world.

Though I very frequently vifit this bufie multitude of people, I am
known to no body there but my friend Sir ANprEw, Who often {miles
upon me as he fees me buftling in the crowd, but at the {fame time con-
nives at my prefence without taking any further notice of me. 'Ihere
is indeed a merchant of Eg yp¢, who juft knows.me by fight, having for-
merly remitted me fome mony to Grand Caire; butas I am not verfed
in the modern Coptick, our conferences go no further than a. bow and a.
grimace.

This grand fcene of bufinefs gives me an infinite variety of folid and
fubftantial entertainments. As [ am a great lover of mankind, my heart
naturally overflows with pleafure at the fight of a profperous and happy
multitude, infomuch that at many publick folemnities I cannot forbear
exprefling my joy with tears that have ftoln down my cheeks. For this
réafon I'am- wonderfully delighted to fee fuch a body of men thriving in
their own private fortunes, and at the fame time promoting the publick
ftock; or in other words, raifing eftates for their own families, by bring-
ing into their country whatever is wanting, and carrying out of it what-
ever is fuperfluous.

Nature feems to have taken a particular care to diffeminate- her blef-
fings among the different regions of the world, with an eye to this mu-
tual intercourfe and traffick among mankind, that the natives of the fe-
veral parts of the globe might have a kind of dependance upon one ano-
ther, and be united together by their common intereft. Almoft every
Degree produces fomething peculiar toit. Thefood often-grows in one
country, and the fauce in another. The fruits of Portugal are corrected
by the produéts of Barbadoes: the infufion of a China plant fweetned
with the pith of an ITudsan cane. The Philippick-1lands give a flavour
to our Ewropean bowls. The fingle drefs of a woman of quality is often
the produét of an hundred climates. The muff and the fan come toge-
ther from the different ends of the Earth. The fcarf is fent from the
torrid Zone, and the tippet from beneath the pole. The brocade pet-
ticoat rifes out of the mines of “Peru, and the diamond necklace qut of
the bowels of Indoftan.

If we confider our own country in its natural profped, without any
of the benefits and advantages of commerce, what a barren uneomfor-
table fpot of Earth falls to our {hare ! Natural Hiftorians tell us, that no
fruit grows originally among us, befides hips and haws, acorns and pig-

nutts
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nutts, with other delicacies of the like nature; that pur climate of it felf?
and without the affiftances of art, can make no further advances towards
a plumb than te a floe, and carries an apple to no greater a perfeétion
than a crab : that our melons, our peaches, eur figs, our apricots, and cher-
ries, are flrangers among us, imperted in different ages, and naturalized
in our Englifb gardens; and that they would all degenerate and fall away
into the trath of our own ‘country, if they were wholly negleéted by the
planter, and left to the mercy of our fun and foil. Nor has traffick more
enriched our vegetable world, than it has improved the whole face of
nature among us. Qur fhips are laden with the harvett of every Climate;
our tables are flored with fpices, and oils, and wines;* our rooms are fil-
led with Pyramids of China, and adorned with the workmanthip of Fe-
pan: our morning’s-draught comes to us from the remoteit corners of
the Earth: we repair our bodies by the drugs of Admerica, and repofe our
{elves under Indian canopies. My friend Sir ANnprew calls the vine-
yards of France our gardens: the fpice-Iflands our hot-beds: the Pegf-
ans our filk-weavers, and the Chinefe our potters. Nature indeed fur-
nithes us with the bare neceffaries of life, but traffick gives us a great va-
riety of what is ufeful, and at the fame time {upplies us with every thing
that is convenient and ornamental. Nor is it the leaft part of this our
happinefs, that whilft we enjoy the remoteft produéts of the north and
fouth, we are free from thofe extremities of weather which give them
birth; that our eyes are refrefhed ‘with the green fields of Britain, at
the fame time that our palates are feafted with fruits that rife between
the T'ropicks. f

For thefe reafons there are not more ufeful members in a common-
wealth than merchants. - They knit mankind together in a mutual inter-
courfe of good offices, diftribute the gifts of nature, find work for the
poor, and wealth to the rich, and magnificence to the great. Our Lng-
4ifh merchant converts the tin of his own country into gold, and ex-
changes his wooll for rubies. The Mabometans are cloathed in our Bri-
¢i/b manufacture, and the inhabitants of*the frozen zone warmed with
the fleeces of our {heep.

When I have been upon the Change, T have often fancied one of our
old Kings {tanding in perfon, where he is reprefented in efligy, and look-
ing down upon the wealthy concourfe of people with which that place
15 every day filled. In this cafe, how would he be {urprized to hear all
the languages of Europe {poken in this little fpot‘of his former domini-
ons, and to fee fo many private men, who in his time would have:been

the
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the Vafals of fome powerful Baron, negotiating like Princes for greater
{ams of money than were formerly to be met with in the royal treafury!
Trade, without enlarging the Britifb territories, has given us a kind of
additional Empire : It has multiplied the number of the rich, made our
landed Eftates infinitely more valuable than they were formerly, and ad-
ded to them an ‘acceflion of ‘other Eftates as valuable -as the lands
themfelves, .

Ne° 70. Monday, May 21.

Tnterdum vulgns reclum videt. Hor.

and Fables that are come from Father to Son, and are moft

in vogue among the common people of the countries through
which 1 paffed; for it is impof{lible that any thing fhould be univerfally
tafted and approved by a multitude, though they are only the rabble of a
nation, which hath not in it fome peculiar aptnefsto pleafe and gratifie
the mind of man. Human nature is the fame in all reafonable creatures;
and whatever falls in with it, will meet with admirers among{t Readers of
all qualities and conditions. Moliere, as ' we are told by Monfieur Bo:-
Zean, ufed to tead all his Comedies to an old woman who was his Houfe-
keeper, as {he fate with him ar her work by the chimney-corner; and
could foretel the fuccefs of his Play in'the Theatre, from the reception
it met at his fire-fide: for he tells us the Aundience always followed the
old woman, and never failed to laugh in'the fame place.

I know nothing which more fhews the effential and inherent perfection
of fimplicity of thought, above that which I call the Gothick manner 1n
wriiin{:g, thari this; the firft pleafes all kinds of palates, and the latter on-
ly fuch as have formed to themfelves a wrong lartificial tafle upon little
fanciful Authors and writers of Epigram. Homer; Virgil, or Milton, fo far
a5 the Language of their Poems is underftood,will pleafe a Reader of plain
common fenfe, Who would neither relifh nor comprehend an Epigram of

‘Martial, or a Pocm of Cowley: So, on the contrary, an ordinary Song
or

W EIEN I travelled, T took a particular delight in hearing the Songs




or Ballad that is the delight of the common people, cannot fail to pleafe
all fuch Readers as are not unqualified for the entertainment by their
affeftation of Ignorance; and the reafon is plain, becaufe the fame pain-
tings of Nature which recommend it to the moft ordinary Reader, will
appear beautiful to the moft refined.

The old Seng of Chewy-Chafe is the favourite Ballad of the common
people of England, and Ben. Fobnfon ufed to fay he had rather have been
the Author ofit than of all his works. Sir Phslip Siduey in his difcourfe
of Poetry {peaks of it in the following words; I never beard the old Song
of Piercy and Douglas, that I found not my heart more moved than with
a Trumpets and yet it is fung by [ome blind Crowder awith no rougher
voice than rude flile; which being (o evil apparelled in the duft and cob-
web of that uncevil age, what would it work trimmed in the gorgeous elo-
quence of Pindar? For my own part [ am {o profeffed an admirer of this
antiquated Song, that I fhall give my Reader a Critick upon it, without
any further apology for fo doing. :

‘The greateft modern Criticks have laid it down as a rule, That an he-
roick Poem fhould be founded upon fome important precept of Morality,
adapted to the conflitution of the country in which the Poet writes.
Homer and Firgil have formed their plans in this view. As Greece was
a collettion of many Governments, who fuffered very much among them-
felves, and gave the Perflan Emperor, who was their common enemy,
many advantages over them by their mutual jealoufies and animofities,
Homer,in order to eftablith among them an union, which was fo nece{la-
ry for their fafety, grounds his Poem upon the difcords of the {everal
Grecian Princes who were engaged in a confederacy againft an Affatick
Prince, and the feveral advantages which the enemy gained by fuch their
difcords. At the time the Poem we are now treating of was written,
the diflenfions of the Barons, who were then fo many petty Princes, ran
very high, whether they quarrelled among themfelves, or with their neigh-
bours, and produced unfpeakable’ calamities to the country: The Pé:cr,
to deter men from fuch unnatural contentions, defcribes a'bloody battel
and dreadful fcene of death, occafioned by the mutual feuds which reign-
ed in the families of an Englifb and Scotch Nobleman: That he dreﬁgf:cd
this for the inftruétion of his Poem, we may learn from his four laft lines,
in which, after the example of the modern T'ragedians, he draws from it
a precept for the benefit of his Readers.

God
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God fave the King, and blefs the land
In plenty, joy, and peace;

And grant henceforth that foul debate
"Twixt Noblemen may ceafe.

The next point obferved by the greateft heroic Poets, hath been to ce-
lebrate perfons and aétions which do honour to their country: Thus 77r-
g#l’s Hero was the Founder of Rome, Homer’s a Prince of Greece; and
for this reafon Palerius Flaccus and Statius, who were both Romans,
might be juftly derided for having chofen the expedition of the Go/der
Fleece and the wars of Thebes, for the fubjeéts of their Epic writings.

The Poet before us, has not only found out an Hero in his own eoun-
try, but raifes the reputation of it by feveral beautiful incidents. The
Englifh are the firft who rake the field, and the laft who quit it, . The
Engli/b bring only fifteen hundred to the battel, and the Seozeh two thou-
fand. The Engls/b keep the field with fifty three: the Scorch retire
with fifty five: all the reft on each fide being {lain in battel. But the
moft remarkable circumftance of this kind, is the different manner in
which the Scozch and Engli/b Kings receive the news of this fight, and
of the great mens deaths who commanded in it.

This news was brought to Edinburgh,
Where Scotland’s King did reign,
That brave Earl Douglas fuddenly

Was with an arrow flain.

Ob heavy news, King James did fay,
Scotland can witnefs be,

I have not any Captain more
Of fuch account as be.

Like tidings to King Henry came
Within as fbort a fpace,

That Piercy of Northumberland
Was flain in Chevy-Chafe,

Now God be with bim, faid our King,
Sith twill no better be,

I truff I bave within my Realm
Five bundred as good as be.

Vor.lL Bbbb Zer
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Zet fhall not Scot nor Scotland fay
But I will vengeance take,

And be revenged on them all
For brave Lord Piercy's fake.

This Vow full well the King perform’d
Afrer ox Humble-down,

In one day fifty Knights were flain,
With Lords of great renown.

And of the refl of finall account
Did many thoufands dye, &c.

At the fame time that our Poet fhews a laudable partiality to his Coun-
iry-men, he reprefents the Scozs after a manner not unbecoming fo boid
and brave a people.

Ear! Douglas o & milk-white fleed,
Mojt like a Baron bold,

Rode foremoft of the company,
Whofe armonr fhone like Gold.

His {entiments and aions are every way fuitable to an Hero, One of
us two, fays he, muft dye: I am an Farl as well as your felf, fo that you
can have no pretence for refufing the combat: However, fays he, 'tis pi-
ty, and indeed would be a fin, that fo many innocent men fhould perifh
for our fakes, rather let you and I end our quarrel in fingle fight.

Eer thus I will out-braved be,
One of us two fball dye;

I know thee well, an Earl thou art,
Lord Piercy, fo am 1.

But truft me, Piercy, pity it were,
And great offence, to kill

Any of thefe our harmlefs men,
For they have done no ill.

Let thow and I the battel try,
And fet our men afide;

Accurft be be, Lord Piercy faid,
By whom this is deny'd,

When
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When thefe brave men had diftinguithed themfelves in the battel, and
in fingle combat with each other, in the midft of a generous parly, full
of heroic fentiments, the Scozch Earl falls; and with Ins dying words en-
courages his men to revenge his death, reprefenting to them, asthe moft
bitter cxrcumi’mncus of it, that his rival faw him fall.

With that there came an arrow keen
Out of an Englith bow

Which firuck Ear! Douglas to the beart
A decp and deadly blow.

Who never [poke more words than thefe,
Fight on my merry men all,
For why, my life is at an end,
Lord Piercy fées my fall.
Merry Men, in the language of thofe times, 15. no more than a chearful
word for companions and fellow-foldiers. ~ A paffage in the eleventh
book of Virgil's Aneids 1s very much to be admired, where Camilia in
her laft agonies inftead of weeping over the wound fhe had received, as
one might have expeéled from a warrior of her fex, confiders only (like
the Heroe of whom we are now {peaking) how the battel fhould be
continued after her death.

Tum fic expirans, &c.

A gathering mift 0 erclouds her chearful eyess
And from her cheeks the rofie colour flies.

Then turns to her, whom, of ber female tran,
She tr ffﬂr. moft, and thus fhe [peaks with pain.

Acca, tis paft! be fwims before my [fight,
Inexorable deatlh s and claims bis right.

Bear my laft words to Turnus, fly wirh [peed,
And bid him timely to my charge fucceed :
Repel the Trojans, and the Town relieve :
Farewel,
Turnus did not die in fo heroic a manner ; though our Poet feems
to have had his eye upon Tar#us's fpeech in the laft verfe,

Lord Piercy fees my fall.
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Vicifli, et victum tendere palmas
Aufonti videre——-

Earl Piercy’s lamentation over his enemy is generous, beautiful, and
paflionate; I muft only caution the Reader not to let the fimplicity of
the ftile, which one may well pardon in fo old a Poet, prejudice him a~
gainit the greatnefs of the thought.

Then leaving life, Earl Piercy took
The dead man by the hand,

And faid, Earl Douglas for thy life
Would 1 bad loff my land.

O Chrift! my very heart doth bleed
With firrow for thy fake;

For fure a more renowned Kunight
Mifchance did uever take.

That beautiful line, Taking the dead man by the hand will putthe Reader in
mind of Eneas’s behaviour towards Lauxfius, whom he himfelf had flain
as he came to the refcue of his aged father.

At vero ut vnltum vidit morientis, et ora,
Ora modis Anchifiades pallentia miris:
Ingemuit miferans graviter, dextramgue tetendit, &c.

The pious Prince bebeld young Laufus dead;

He griev’d, he wept ; then grafp’d his band, and faid,
Poor baple(s youth! what praifes can be paid

To worth fo great i

I fhall take another opportunity to confider the other parts of this old
Song.

"
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INe 75, Wednefday, May 23.

~———Grennis 1mmortale manet, multofgue per annos
Stat fortuna domus, et avi numerantur avoram. Virg.

= ¥ AVING already given my Reader an account of feveral extraor-

dinary Clubs both ancient and modern, I did not defign to have

troubled him with any more narratives of this nature; butI have

lately received information of a Club which T can call neither ancient

nor modern, that I dare fay will be no lefs furprifing to my Reader than

it was to my felf; for which reafon I fhall communicate it to the publick
as one of the greateft curiofities in its kind.

A friend of mine complaining of a tradefman who is related to him
after having reprefented him as a very idle worthlefs fellow, who neg-
leéted his family, and {pent moft of his time over a bottle, told me, to
conclude his charaéer, that he was a member of the everiafting Club.
So very odd atitle raifed my curiofity to- enquire into the nature of a
Club that had fuch a founding name ; upon which my friend gave me the
following account.

"_[“HE everlafting Club confifts of a hundred members, who divide the

whole twenty four hours among them ‘in fuch a manner, that the
Club fits day and night from one end of the year to another; no party
prefuming to rife till they are relieved by thofe who are in courfe to {uc-
ceed them. By this means a member of the everlafizng Club never wants
company; for though he is not upon duty himfelf, he is fure to find
{fome who are ; fo that if he be difpofed to take a whet, a nooning, an
evenings draught, or a bottle after midnight, he goes to the Club, and
finds a knot of friends to his mind.

It is'a maxim in this Club that the Steward never dies; for as they fuc-
ceed one another by way of rotation, no man is to quit the great elbow-
chair which ftands at the upper end of the table, till his fucceflor isin a

readi-
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readinels to fill it; infomuch that there has not been a Sede vacante in
the memory of man.

This Club was inftituted towards the end (or, as fome of them {ay,
about the middle) of the Civil Wars, and continued without interrupti-
on till the time of the Great Fire, which burnt them out, and difperfed
them for {everal weeks. The Steward at that time maintained his poit
till be had like to have been blown up with a neighbouring houfe, (which
was demolithed 1n order to {top the fire ;) and would not leave the chaijr
at laft, till he had emptied all the bottles upon the table,’ and recei-
ved repeated direftions from the Club to withdraw himfelf. This
Steward is frequently talked of in the Club, and looked upon by every
member of it asa greater man, than the famous Captain mentioned in
my Lord Clarendon, who was burnt in his thip becaufe he would not
quit it without orders. Itis faid that towards the clofe of 1700, being
the great year of Jubilee, the Club had it under confideration whether
they fhould break up or continue their feflion; but after many fpeeches
and debates, it was at length agreed to fit out the other century.. 'This
refolution paffed in a general Club Nemine contradicente.

Having given this thort account of the inftitution and continuation of
the everlafting Club, 1 fhould here endeavour to fay fomething of the
manners and charafters of its feveral members, which I fhall do accord-
ing to the beft light I have received in this matter.

It appears by their books in general, that fince their firft inftitution
they have fmoaked fifty tun of tobacco, drank thirty thoufand butts of
ale, one thoufand hogfheads of red port, two hundred barrels of brandy,
and a kilderkin of {mall beer: there has been likewife a great confumpti-
on of cards. It is alfo faid, that they obferve the law in Ben Fobufon’s
Club, which orders the fire to be always kept in (focus perennis eflo) as
well for the convenience of lighting their pipes, as to cure the dampnefs
of the Club-room. They have an old woman in- the nature of a Veflal,
whofe bufinefs it is to cherifh and perpetuate the fire, which burns from
generation to generation, and has feen the glafs-houfe fires in and out
above an hundred times.

The everiafiing Club treats all other Clubs with an eye of contempt,
and talks even of the Kir-Caf and Oéfober as of a couple of upftarts,
‘Their ordinary difcourfe (as much as I have been able to learn of ir) turns
altogether upon fuch adventures as have paffed in their own affembly; of
members who have taken the glafs in their turps for a week together,
without ftirring-out of the Club; . of others.who have finoaked ap hun-

dred
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dred pipes at a fitting ; of others who have not miffed their morning’s
draught for twenty years together : fometimes they fpeak in raptures of
a run of ale in King Charles’s reign ; and fometimes refleét with altonifh-
ment upon games at whisk, which have been miraculoufly recovered by
members of the fociety, when inall human probability the cafe was de-
{perate.

They delight in feveral old catches, which they fing at all hours to en-
courage one another to moiften their clay, and grow immortal by drink-
ing; with many other edifying exhortations of the like nature.

There are four general Clubs held in a year, at which times they fill
up vacancies, appoint waiters, confirm the old fire-maker, or elect a new
one, {ettle contributions for coals, pipes, tobacco, and other neceffa-
ries.

The {enior member has out-lived the whole Club twice over, and has
been drunk with the grandfathers of fome of the prefent fitting members.

N° 73. Thur[days May 24.

e

cemename=() Dea certe ! Virg.

ble of fo many weaknefles and imperfeétions, thould be aétuated by

a love of fame: that vice and ignorance, imperfe&ion and mifery
{liould contend for praife, and endeavour as much as poffible to make them-
felves objetts of admiration.

But notwithftanding man’s effential perfeftion is but very lictle, his
comparative perfection may be very confiderable. Ifhe looks upon him-
felf in an abftraéted light, he has not much to boaft of ; but if he confi-
ders himfelf with regard to others, he may find occafion of glorying, if
not in his own virtues, at leaft in the abfence of another’s imperfections,
This gives a different turn to the refletions of the wife man and the
fool.  The firlt endeavours to thine in himfelf, and the laft to out-fhine
others. The firft is humbled by the fenfe of his own infirmities, the laft
islifted up by the difcovery of thofe whichhe obferves inother men. The

wife

IT is very ftrange to confider, that a creature like man, who is fenfi-
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wife man confiders what he wants, and the -foel what -he abounds in.
The wife man is happy when he gains his own approbation, and the
fool when he recommends himfelf to the applanfe of thofe about him.

But however unreafonable and abfurd this p'1111011 for admiration may
appear in fuch.a creature as man, it is not wholly to be dilcouraged;
fince it often produces very good effects, not only as it reftrains him from
doing any thing which is mean and contemptible, but as it pufhes him to
attions which are great and glorious. The principle may be defective
or faulty, but the confequences it produces are fo good, that, for the be-
nefit of mankind, it ought not to be extinguithed.

It is obferved by Cicero, that men of the greateft and the moit fhining
parts are, the moft aétuated by ambition; and if we look into the two
fexes, 1 believe we fhall find this principle of action {ironger in women
than inmen.

The pallion for praife, which is {fo very vehement in the fair Sex,
produces excellent effeéts in women of {enfe, who defire to be admired
for that only which deferves admiration: and 1 think we may obferve,
without a compliment to them, that many of them do not only live in a
more uniform courfe of virtue, but with an infinitely greater regard to
their honour, than what we find in the generality of our own {fex. How
many inftances have we of Chaftity, Fidelity, Devotion? How many La-
dies diftinguifth themfelves by the education of their children, care of
their families, and love of their husbands,'which are the great qualities
and atchievements of womankind: as the making of war, the carrying
on of traffick, the adminiftration of juftice, are thofe by which men grow
famous, and get themfelves.a name.

But as this paflion for admiration, when it works according to reafon,
improves.the beautiful part of our {pecies in every thing that is laudable;
fo nothing is more deftructive to them when it is governed by vanity and
folly. What I'have therefore here to fay, only regards the vain part of
the {ex, whom for certain reafons, w hich the Reader will hereafter fee
at large, I fhall diftinguifh by the name of Jabls. An Idolis wholly taken
up in the adorning of her perfon. You fee in every pofture of her bo-
dy, air of. her face, and:motion of her head, that it is her bufinefs and
employment to gain-adorers. For this reafon your Jdols appear in all

ublick places and aflemblies, in order to feduce men to their worfhip.
The Play-houfe is very frequently filled with Jdols; feveral of them are
carried in proceflion every evening about the Ring; and feveral of them
{et up their worfhip evenin Churches. They are to be accofted in the

language
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Janguage proper to the Deity. Life and death are in their power: Joys
of Heaven and pains of Hell are at their difpofal: Paradife is in ctheir
arms, and Eternity in every moment that you are prefentwith them. Rap-
tures, tranfports and ecftafies are the rewards which they confer: Sighs
and tears, prayers and broken hearts are the offerings which are paid to
them. Their fmiles make men happy; their frowns drive them to de-
fpair. T fhall only add under this head, that Owvid’s book of #he Art of
Love is a kind of heathen ritual, which contains all the forms of worthip
which are made ufe of to an Ido/.

It would be as difficult a task to reckon up thefe different kinds of
Tdols, as Milton's was to number thofe that were known in Canaarn, and
the lands adjoining. Moft of them are worfhipped, like Moloch, in fires
and flames.  Some of them, like Baa/, love to fee their votaries cut and
flathed, and fhedding their blood for them. Some of them, like the 7-
dolin the Apocrypha, muit have treats and collations prepared for them
every night. It has indeed been known, that fome of them have been
ufed by their incenfed worfhippers like the Chinefe Idols, who are whip-
ped and fcourged when they refufe to comply with the prayers that are
offered to them.

T muft here obferve, that thofe Idolaters ‘who devote themfelves to
the Idols T am here fpeaking of, differ very much from all other kinds
of Idolaters. For as others fall out becaufe they worfhip different Zdo/s,
thefe Idolaters quarrel becaufe they worthip the {ame

The intention therefore of the Ido/is quite contrary to the wifhes of
the Idolater: as the one defires to confine the Ido/ to himfelf, the whole
bufinefs and ambition of the other is to multiply aderers. . This humour
of an Idoel is prettily defcribed in a Tale of Chaucer: He reprefents one
of them fitting at a table with three of her votaries about her, who are
all of them courting her favour, and paying their.adorations: She {miled
upon one, drank to another, and trod upon the other’s foot which was
ander the table. Now which of thefe three, fays the old Bard, do you
think was the favourite? In troth, fays he, not one of all the three.

The behaviour of this old Zdol in Chaucer, puts me in mind of the beau-
fifal Clarinda, one of the greateft Idols among the moderns. She is wor-
thipped once a weck by candle-light in the midft of a large congregation
generally called an Affembly. Some of the gayeft youths in the nation
endeavour to plant themfelves in her eye, while fhe fits in form with
multitudes of tapers burning about her. “T'o encourage the'zeal of her
Idolaters, fhe beftows a mark of her favour upon every one of them be-
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fore they go out of her prefence, She asks a queftion of one, tells a
flory to another, glances an ogle upon a third, takes a pinch of {nuff from
the fourth, lets her fan drop by accident to give the fifth an oceafion
of taking it up. In fhort, every one goes away fatisfied with his fuccefs,
and encouraged to renew his Devotions at the fame canonical hour that
day {evennight. _

An Ids! may be undeified by many accidental caufes. Marriage in
particular 6 a kind of counter-Aporhesfis, or a Deification inverted.
When a man becomes familiar with his Goddefs, the quickly fisks into
a woman.

Old age is likewife a great decayer of your Ido/: The truth of it is,
there is not a more unhappy being than a fuperannuated Zdo/, efpecially
when fhe has contradted {uch airs and behaviour as are only - graceful
when her worfhippers are about her:

Confidering therefore that in thefe and many other cafes the Womaz
generally out-lives the fdp/, I muit return to the Moral of this papet,
and defire my fair Readers to give a proper direétion to their pailion for
being admired: In order to which, they mult endeavour to make them-
felves the objeéts of a reafonable and lafling admiration. This is not to
be hoped for from beauty, or drefs, or fafhion, but from thofe inward or-
naments which are not to be defaced, by time or ficknefs, and which ap-
pear moft amiable to thofe who are moft acquainted with them,

N° 74,  Friday, May 25,

memmec Pendent OPera imteryUpta -—--~ Virg.

N my Taft Monday's paper 1 gave fome general inflances of thofe beau-
tiful ftrokes which pleafe the Reader in the old Song of Che-
2y-Chafe; 1 fhall here, according to my promife, be more particular,
and fhew that the fentiments in that Ballad are extremely natural and po-
etical, and full of the majeftick fimplicity which we admire in the great-
ell of the ancient Poets: for which reafon I fhall quote feveral paﬂiagr:ii
of
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of it, in which the thought is altogether the fame with what we meet
in feveral paflages of the Zneid; not that I would infer from thence,
that the Poet (whoever he was) propofed to himfelf any imitation of
thofe paffages, but that he was directed to them in general by the fame
kind of pou':al genius, and by the fame copyings after nature.

Had this old bong béen filled with eplgmmmmml turns and points of
wit, it might perhaps have pleafed the wrong tafte of fome Readers ;
but it would never have become the delight of the common people, nor
have warmed the heart of Sir Philip Sidney like the found of a trum-
pet ; it is only Nature that can have this effeét, and pleafe thofe taftes
which are the moft unprejudiced or the moft refined. I muft however
beg leave to diflent from {o great an authority as that of Sir Pf;:f:p 8id-
wey, in the judgment which he has pafled as to the rude {tile and evil
apparel of this antiquated Songy for there are feveral parts in it where
not only the thought but the language-is-majeftick, and the numbers
fonorous; at lealt, the Apparel is much more gorgeous than m: any of
the Poets made ufe of in Queen EZ/izabeth’s time, as the Reader will
fee in feveral of the following quotations.

What can be greater than either the thought or the expreflion in that
Stanza,

To drive the deer with hound and born
Ear! Piercy took bis way ;
The child may rue that is unborn
The bunting of that day!
This way of confidering the misfortunes which this battel would bring
upon pofterity, not only on thofe who were born immediately after the
battel, and loft their fathers in it, but on thofe alfo who perithed in fu-
ture battels which took their rife from this quarrel of the twe Earls, is
wonderfully beautiful, and conformable to the way of thinking among
the ancient Poets.

Audiet pugnas vitio parentum
Rara juventus. Hor.

What can be more founding and poetical, or refemble more the majeftick
{implicity of the ancients, than the following ftanzas?

The flout Earl of Northumberland
A vow to God did make,

Ceecec a His
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His pleafire in the Scottifh woeds
Three fummer's days to take.

With fifteen hundred bowmen bold,
All chofen men of might,

W ho knew full well, in time of need,
To aim their fbafts aright.

The bounds ran fwiftly thro' the woods
The nimble deer to take,

And with their cries the hills and dales
An Echo fbrill did make.

——Vocat ingenti clamore Citharon

Taygetique canes, domitrixque Epidaurus equorums:
Et vox aflenfu nemorum ingeminata remugit.

Lo, yonder doth Earl Douglas some,
His men in armour bright ;

Fyll twenty bundred Scottith [pears,
All ‘marching in onr fight.

All men of pleafant Tividale,
Faft by the river Tweed, c.

The country of the Scotch warriors, deferibed in thefe two laft verfess
has a fine romantick fituation, and affords a couple of {fmooth words for
verfe. If the Reader compares the foregoing fix lines of the fong with

the following latin verfes, he will fee how much they are written in the
fpirit of Pirgil.

Adverfi campo apparent, haflafque reduitis
Protendunt bongé dextris; et [picula vibrant:
Quigue altum Prenefle virs, quique arva Gabine
Tunonis, gelidumque Anienem, et voféida rivis
Hernica faxa colunt : qui rofea rura Velini,
Qui Tetrice borrentes rupes, montemgue Severum,

Cafperiamaque colunt, Forulofgue et flumen Himelle :
Qui Tiberim Fabarimque bibunt.

But to proceed.

Earl Douglas on & milk-white fleed; _
Moft like a Baren bold, :

Rode
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Rode foremoft of the company,
Whofé armour fhone like gold.

Turnus ut antevolans tardum praceflerat agmen, e
Vidifti, quo Turnus equo, quibus ibat in armis
Aureus

Our Englith archers bent their bows,
Their bearts were good and true;

At the firft flight of arrows fént,
Full threeftore Scots they flew.

They clos’d full faft on ev'ry fide,
No flacknefs there was found ;

And many a gallant Gentleman
Lay gafping on the ground.

With that there came an arrow kees
Out of an Englith bow,

Which ftruck Earl Douglas fo the hears
A deep and deadly blow.

Eneas was wounded after the fame manner by an unknown hand in the
midft of a parly.

Has inter voces, media inter talia verba,
Ecce-uviro flridens alis allapfa fagitta eff,
Incertum qud pulfa mans

But of all the defcriptive parts of this fong; there are none more beauti-
ful than the four following ftanzas, which have a great force and 1ipirit in
them, and are filled with very natural circumftances. The thought in
the third ftanza was never touched by any other Poet, and is fuch an one
as would have fhined in Homer or in Firgil,

So thus did both thefe Nobles dye;
Whofe courage none could flain:

An Englith archer then perceiv'd
The noble Earl was flain.

Ee bad a bow bent in bis band,
Made of a trufly tree,

An arrow of a cloth-yard long
Unto the head drew be.

Againft
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Againfl §ir Hugh Montgomery
So right his [baft he fet,

The grey-goofe wing that was thereon
In bis beart-blood was wet.

This fight did laft from break of day
Tili fetting of the fum;

For when they rung the evening bell
The bartle fcarce was dowe.

One may obferve likewife, that in the catalogue of the flain the Author
has followed the example of the greateft aneient Poets, not only'in giving
a long lift of the dead, but by diverfifying it with little chara@ers of
particular perfons,

And with Earl Douglas there was Slain
§zr Hugh Montgomery,

87 Charles Carrel, zhat from the Jreld
One foot would never fly :

§ir Charles Murrel of Ratcliff #os,
His fifter’s fon was be;

§3r David Lamb, 1o well effeern’ d,
Tet faved could not be.

The familiar found in thefe names deflroys the majefty of ‘the defcription 3
for this reafon I do not mention this part of the Poem but to fhew the

natural caft of thoughr which appears in it, as the two laft verfes look
almoft like a tranflation of Firgis

Cadit et Riphens juftifimus unus

Dui fuit in Teucris er Servantifimus equi,
Diis aliter vifium eft

In the catalogue of the Englifb who fell, Witherington's behaviour is in
the fame manner particularized very artfully, as the Reader is prepared
for it by that ;account which is given of him in the beginning of the
battel; though I am fatisfed your little buffoon Readers (Who have feen
that paflage ridiculed in Hudibras) will not be able to take the beauty of
itz for which reafonT dare not fo much as quote it.

Then flept a gallant S, quire forth,
Witherington was bis name,

W he
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Who faid, I wonld not have it told
To Henry our King for [fbaime,

That eer my Captain fought on foor
And I flood looking on.
We meet with the fame heroick fentiment in Pirgil

Nonr pudet, O Rutuli, cunitis pro talibus unam
Objettare animam? numerone an viribus zquz
Non fimus 4

What can be more natural or more moving, than the circumftances in
which he defcribes the behaviour of thofe women who had loft their
husbands on this fatal day ?
Next day did many widows come,
Their husbands i0. bewail s
They wafb'd their wounds in brinifb tears,
But all would not prevail.

Their bodies bath'd in purple blood,
T hey bove with them away:

They kifd them dead a thoufand times,
When they were clad in clay.

Thus we fee how the thoughts of this Poem, which naturally arife from
the fubje@, are always fimple, and fometimes exquifitely noble ; that the
language is often very {founding, and that the whole is written with a true
poetical {pirit.

If this Song had been written in the Gozhick manner, which is the de-
light of all our little Wits, whether writers or readers, it would not
have hit the Tafte of {fo many ages, and have pleafed the Readers of all
ranks and conditions. I fhall only beg pardon fer fuch a profufion of La-
tin quotations ; which Tihould not have made ufe of, but that 1 feared
my own judgment would have looked too fingular on fuch a fubject, had
not I fupported it by the pratice and autherity of Firgs/.

Saturday,
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IN° 81. Saturday, fune 2.

—

c@maﬁx ub: audito venantum murmuyre IEgﬂ]s
Horrurt in maculas ==~ Statius.

BOUT the middle of laft winterI went tofee an Opera at the Theatre
in the Hay-market, where I could not but take notice of two par-
ties of very fine women, that had placed themfelves in the oppofite

fide-boxes, and feemed drawn up in a kind of battle-array one againft ano-
ther. Aftera fhort furvey of them, I found they were Patched differently;
the faces,on one hand, being fpotted on the right fide of the forehead, and
thofe upon the other on the left: T quickly perceived that they caft ho-
flile glances upon one another; and that their patches were placed in
thofe different fituations, as party-fignals to diftinguifh friends from foes.
In the middle-boxes, between thefe two oppofite bodies, were feveral
Ladies who patched indifferently on both fides of their faces, and feemed
to fit there with no other intention but to fee the Opera. Upon enqui-
ry I found, that the body of Amazons on my right hand were Whigs,
and thofe on my left, Tories: and that thofe who had placed themfelves
in the middle-boxes were a neutral party, whofe faces had not yet de-
clared themfelves. " Thefe 1aft, however, as T afterwards found, dimini-
fhed daily, and took their party with one fide or the other: infomuch
that T obferved in feveral of them, the patches, which were before dif
perfed equally, are now all gone over to the Whig or Tory fide of the
tace. The cenforious fay, that the men whofe hearts are aimed at, are
very often the occafions that one part of the face is thus dithonoured,and
lies under a kind of difgrace,while the other is fo much fet off and ador-
ned by the owner ; and that the Patches turn to the right or ro the left,
according to the principles of the man who is moft in favour. But what-
ever may be the motives of a few fantaftical Coquettes, who do not Patch
for the publick good fo much as for their own private advantage, it is
certain, that there are feveral women of honour who Patch out of prin-
ciple, and with an eye to the intereft of their country. Nay, I am in-

formed
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formed that fome of them adhere fo ftedfaftly to their party, and are fo
far from facrificing their zeal for the publick to their paflion for any par-
ticular perfon, that in a late draught of marriage-articles a Lady has fli-
pulated with her husband, that whatever his opinions are, fhe fhall be at
liberty to patch on which fide fhe pleafes.

I muft here take notice, that Refalinda, a famous Whig partizan, has
moft unfortunately a very beautiful mole on the Tory part of her fore-
head; which being very confpicuous, has occafioned many miftakes, and
given an handle to her enemies to mifreprefent her face, as though it
had revolted from the whig intereft. But, whatever this natural patch
may feem to infinuate, it is well known that her notions of Government
are ftill the fame. This unlucky mole, however, has mif-led feveral cox-
combs; and like the hanging out of falfe colours, made fome of them con-
verfe with Rofalinda in what they thought the {pirit of her party, when en
a fudden fhe has given them an unexpetted fire, that has funk them all
at once: I Rofatizdeis unfortunaté in her mole, Nigranilla is as un-
happy in a pimple, which forces her, againit her inclinations, to patch on
the whig fide.

I am told that many virtuous matrons, who formerly have been taught
to believe that this artificial {potting of the face was unlawful, are now
reconciled by a zeal for their caufe, to what they could not be promp-
ted by a concern for their beauty. ‘This way of declaring war upon one
another, puts me in mind of what is reported of the Tygrefs, that feve-
ral fpotsrife in her skin when fhe is angry; or as Mr. Cow/ley has imita-
ted the verfes that {tand as the Motto of this paper,

—— She fiwells with angry pride,
And calls forth all ber [pots on ev'ry fide.

When I was in the Theatre the time above-mentioned, I had the cu
riofity to count the Patches on both fides, and found the Tory Patches
to be about twenty ftronger than the Whig; but to make amends for
this fmall inequality, I the next morning found the whole Puppet-thew
filled with faces fpotted after the Whiggifth manner. Whether or no the
Ladies had retreated hither in order to rally their forces, I cannot tell;
but the next night they came in fo great a body to the Opera, that they
out-numbered the enemy.

This account of Party-patches will, I am afraid, appear improbable to
thofe who live at a diftance from the fathionable world ; but as it is a di-
{tinétion of a very fingular nature, and what perhaps may never meet

Vor. 1L Dddd with
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with a parallel, I think I fhould not have difcharged the office of a faith-
ful SpEcTtAaTOR, had I not recorded it.

I have, in former papers, endeavoured to expofe this Party-rage in wo-
men, as it only ferves to aggravate the hatred and animofities that reign
among men, and in a great meafure deprives the Fair fex of thofe pecu-
liar charms with which nature has endowed them.

When the Romans and Sabines were at war, and juft upon the point of
giving battel, the women who were allied to both of them; nterpofed
with fo many tears and intreaties, that they prevented the mutual {laugh-
ter which threatned both parties, and united them together in a firm and
lafting peace.

I would recommend this noble example to our Bririfb Ladies, at atime
when their country is torn with {o many unnatural divifions, that if they
continue, it will be a misfortune to be born init. The Greeks thought
it fo improper for women to intereft themfelves in competitions and
contentions, that for this reafon, among others, they forbad them, under
pain of death, to be prefent at the Olympick games, notwithﬂanding thefe
were the publick diverfions of all Greece.

As our Englifb women excel thofe of all nations in beauty, they thould
endeavour to outfhine them in all other accomplifhments proper to the
fex, and to diftinguith themfelves as tender mothers and faithful wives,
rather than as furious partizans. Female vertues are of a domeftick turn.
The family is the proper province for private women to fhine in. If
they muft be fhewing their zeal for the publick, let it not be againft
thofe who are perhaps of the fame family, or at leaft of the fame religi-
on or nation, but againft thofe who are the open, profeffed, undoubted
enemies of their faith, liberty and country. When the Romars were
prefled with a foreign enemy, the Ladies voluntarily contributed all their
rings and jewels to aflift the Government under the publick exigence,
which appeared fo laudable an aétion in the eyes of their countrymen,
that from thenceforth it was permitted by a law to pronounce publick
orations at the funeral of a woman in praife of the deceafed perfon, which
till that time was peculiar to men. Would our Exuglifh Ladies, inftead
of {ticking on a patch againft thofe of their own country, fhew themfelves
fo truly publick-fpirited as to facrifice every one her necklace againit
the common enemy, what decrees ought not to be made in favour of
them?

Since I am recolle@ing wpon this fubje& fuch paffages as occur to my
memory out of ancient Authors, I cannot omit a fentence in the cele-

brated
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brated funeral oration of Pericles, which he made in honour of thofe
brave Athenians that were flain in a fight with the Lacedemonians.
After having addrefled himfelf to the feveral ranks and orders of his
countrymen, and fhewn them how they fhould behave themfelves in the
publick caufe, he tusns to the female part of his audience; “ And as for
« you (fays he) I fhall advife you in very few words: Afpire only to thofe
« virtues that are peeuliar to your fex; follow your natural modefty, and
« think it your greateft commendation not to be talked of one way or
“ other.

IN° 83. Tue[day, Fune 5.

------- Animum picura pafest inani. Virg.

HEN the weather hinders me from taking my diverfions with-

out doors, I frequently make a little party with two or three

fele& friends, to vifit any thing curious that may be feen under
covert. My principal entertainments of this nature are pi¢tures, info-
much that when I have found the weather fet in to be very bad, I have
taken a whole day’s journey to fee a gallery that is furnifhed by the hands
of great mafters. By this means, when the Heavens are filled with
clouds, when the Earth fwims in rain, and all Nature wears a lowering
countenance, I withdraw my felf from thefe uncomfortable fcenes into
the vifionary worlds of art; where I meet with ﬂ}iqing landskips, gilded
triumphs, beautiful faces, and all thofe other objct’tg that fill the mind
with gay Ideas, and difperfe that gloominefs which is apt to hang upon
it in thofe dark difconfolate {eafons.

[ was fome weeks ago in a courfe of thefe diverfions ; which had ra-
ken fuch an entire poffeflion of my imagination, that they formed in it a
fhort morning’s dream, which I fhall communicate to my Reader, rather
a5 the firft sketch and outlines of a vifion, than as a finifhed piece.

[ dreamt that I was admitted into a long fpacious gallery, which had
one fide covered with pieces of all the famous painters who are .now li-
ving, and the other with the works of the greatelt mafters that are dead.

Dddd 2 On
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On the fide of the Awving, I faw feveral perfons bufie in drawing, co-
louring, and defigning; on the fide of the 4des4 Painters, 1 could. not
difcover more than one perfon at work, who was exceeding {low in his
motions, and wonderfully nice in his touches.

[ was refolved to examine the feveral Artifts that ftood before me, and
accordingly applied my felf to the fide of the /iwing. The firft T obfer-
ved at work in this part of the gallery was Vaxity, with his hair tied
behind him in a ribbon, and drefled like a Fremchman. All the faces he
drew were very remarkable for their fmiles, and a certain {fmirking air;
which he beftowed indifferently on every age and degree of either fex,
The toujours gai appeared even in his Judges, Bithops, and Privy-coun=
fellors : in a word, all his men were Petits Maitres, and all his women
Coguertes. 'The Drapery of his. figures was extreamly well-fuited to his
faces, and was made up of all the glaring colours that could be mixt to-
gether ; every part of the drefs was in a flutter, and endeavoured to di-
{tinguifh it felf above the reft.

On the left hand of Vanity flood a laborious workman, who I found
was his humble admirer, and copied after him. He was drefled like a
German, and had a very hard name that founded fomething like Stu-
PIDIT Y.

The third Artift that I looked over was Fantasqus, drefled like a
Fenetian Scaramouch. He had an excellent hand at Chimera, and dealt
very much in diftortions and grimaces. He would fometimes affright
himfelf with the phantoms that flowed from his pencil. In fhort, the moft
elaborate of his pieces was at beft but a terrifying dream; and one could
fay nothing more of his fineft figures, than that they were agreeable
monfters,

The fourth perfon I .examined, was very rematkable for his hafty hand,
which left his piGure founfinithed, that the beauty in the pi¢ture (which.
was defigned to.continue as a monument of it to pofterity) faded fooner
than in the perfon after whom it was drawn. He made fo much hafte.
to difpatch his bufinefs, that he neither gave himfelf time to cleanhis pen-
cils, ner mix his colours. The name of this expeditious workman was
AVARICE,

Not far frem this Artift I faw another of a quite different nature, who
was drefled in the habit of a Dutchman, and known by the name of Ixn-
pustrY. His figures were wonderfully laboured: if he drew the por-
traiture-of a man, he did not omit a fingle hair in his face; if the figure
of a thip; there was not a rope among. the tackle, that efcaped him.. He,

Had
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had likewife hung a.great part of the wall with night-pieces, that feem-
ed to fhew themfelves by the candles which were lighted up 1n feveral
parts of them; and were fo inflamed by the {fun-thine which accidentally
fell upon them, that ac firft fight I could {carce forbear crying out, Fire.

The five foregoing Artifts were the moft confiderable on this fide the
gallery ; there were indeed feveral others whom I had not time to look
into. One of them, however, I could not forbear obferving, who was-
very bufie in retouching the fineft pieces, though he produced no origi-
nals of his own. His pencil aggravated every feature that was before
over-charged, loaded every defect, and poifo ned every colour it touched.
Though this workman did fo much mifchief on this fide of the living,
he never turned his eye towards that of the dead. His name was
Envy.

Having taken a curfory view of one fide of the gallery, I turned my
felf to that which was filled by the works of thofe great mafters. that
were deads-when immediately—-fancied my felf fltanding before 2 multi-
rude of fpe@ators, and thoufands of eyes looking upen mie at once; for
all before me appeared fo like men and women, that I almoft forgot they
were pictures. Raphael’s figures {tood in one row, Zitiax’s in another,
Guido Rbeni’s in a third. One part of the wall was peopled by Hannibal:
Carrache, another by Correggio; and another by Rubens. To be fhort,
there wasnot a great malter among the dead who hadnot contributed to the
embellifhment of this fide of the gallery. The perfons that owed their be-
ing to thefe feveral mafters, appeared all of them to be real and alive, and
differed among one another only in the variety of their fhapes, complexi-
ons, and cloaths ; fo that they looked like different nations of the fame
ipecies.

Obferving an old man (who was the fame perfon I before-mentioned,.
as the only Artift that was at work on this fide of the gallery) creeping
up and down from one pitture to another, and retouching. all. the fine
pieces that ftood before me, I could not but be very attentive to all his
motions. I found his pencil was fo-very light, that it worked impercep-
tibly, and after a thoufand touches, {catce. produced-any vifible effect in
the piGure on which he was imployed. However,.as he. bufied himf{elf:
inceffantly, and repeated touch after touch without reft or- intermiflion,
he wore off infenfibly every little difagreeable glofs that hung upon a fi-
gure: he alfo added fuch a beautiful brown to the fhades, and mellownefs
to the ‘colours, that he made every picture appear more perfeét than when

it came frefh from the mafler’s pencil. 1.could not forbear looking’ up-
R
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on the face of this ancient workman, and immediately, by the long lock
of hair upon his forehead, difcovered him to be Timg.

Whether it were becaufe the thread of my dream was at an end, I can-
not tell, but upon my taking a furvey of this imaginary old man, my fleep
left me. - :

N° 8s.  Thurfday, Fune .

Interdum [peciofa Ipcis, moratague relte
Fabula nullius Veneris, fine poudere et arte,
Valdius oblettar lz’mffffm;;a, .';;.:'J}xg/'?ﬂf oraluy,

Quam verfus inopes revam, nugeque canore. Hor,

T is the cuftom of the Mabomerans, if they fee any printed or writ-

ten paper upon the ground, to take it up and lay it afide carefully,

as not knowing but it may contain fome piece of their Alcoran. |
muit confefs I have fo much of the Muffudman in me, that I cannot for-
bear looking into every printed paper which comes in my way, under
what{oever defpicable circumftances it may appear: for as no mortal Au-
thor, in the ordinary fate and viciflitude of things, knows to what ufe
his works may, fome time or other, be applied, a man may often meet
with very celebrated names in a paper of robacco. | have lighted my
pipe more than once with the writings of a Prelate; and know, 4 friend
of mine, who, for thefe feveral years, has converted the Effays of a2 man
of quality into a kind of fringe for his candlefticks: I remember in
particular, after having read over a Poem of an eminent Author on 2
victory, I met with feveral fragments of it upon the next rejoycing day,
which had been employed in fquibs and crackers, and by that means ce.
lebrated its fubjeét in'a double capacity. I once met with a page of
Mr. Baxter under a Chrifimas Pye. Whether or no the paftry-cook had
made ufe of it through chance or waggery, for the defence of that fuper-
ftitious FZande, Tknow not; but upon the perufal of it, I conceived fo

good an Idea of the Author’s piety, that I bought the whole book. I
have
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have often profited by thefe accidental readings, and have {ometimes
found very curious pieces, that are either out of print, or not to be met
with in the fhops of our Lozdon bookiellers. For this realon, when my
friends take a furvey of my library, they are very much furprized to find,
upon the fhelf of folios, two long band-boxes {tanding upright among
my books, till I let them fee that they are both of them lined with deep
erudition and abftrufe literature. I might likewife mention a paper Kkite,
from which I have received great improvement ; and a hat-cafe, which [
would not exchange for all the beavers in Great-Britain. 'This my in-
quifitive temper, or rather impertinent humour of prying into all forts of
writing, with my natural averfion to loquacity, gives me a good deal of
employment when I enter any houfe in the country; for I cannot for my
heart leave a room, before Ihave thoroughly ftudied the walls of it, and
examined the feveral printed papers which are ufually pafted upon them.
The lat piece that I met with upon this occafion, gave me a moft ex-
quifite pleatare. 'Mrﬁ'efdﬂmrnm not {erious, when 1 acquaint
him that the piece I am going to {peak of was the old Ballad of the Tw

Children in the Wosd, which is one of the darling Songs of the common

people, and has been the delight of moft ZEnglifbmen in fome part of

their age. s _
This Seng is a plain fimple copy of mature, deftitute of all the helps

and ornaments of art. The tale of it is a pretty tragical flory, and pleales
for no other reafon but becaufe it is a copy of nature. There: 15 even
a defpicable fimplicity in the verfe ; and yet, becanfe the fentiments ap-
pear genuine and unaflected, they are able to move the mind of the moit
polite Reader with inward meltings of humanity and compaflion. The
incidents grow out of the {ubjeét, and are fuch as are the moft proper to
excite pity; for which reafon the whole narration has fomething in it
very moving, notwithftanding the Author of it (whoever he was) has de-
livered it in fuch an abjeét phrafe and poornefs of expreflion, that the
quoting any part of it would look like a defign of turning it into ridi-
cule. But though the language is mean, the thoughts, as I have before
faid, from one end to the other are natural, and therefore cannot fail to
pleafe thofe who are not judges of language, or thofe who, notwith{tand-
ing they are judges of language, have a true and unprejudiced tafte of
nature.  ‘The condition, fpeech, and behaviour of the dying parents,
with the age, innocence, and diftrefs of the children, are fet forth in
fuch tender circumftances, that it is impoflible for a Reader of common
humanity not to be affefted with them. As for the circumftance of the

Robin-
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Robin-red-breafl, 1t is indeed a little poetical ornament; and to thew the
genius of the Author amidft ali his fimplicity, it is juft the fame kind of
fition which one of the greateft of the Lazin Poets has made ufe of up-
on a parallel occafion; I mean thar paffage in Horace, where he defcribes
himfelf when he was a child, fallen afleep in a defart wood, and covered
with leaves by the Turtles that took pity on him.

Me fabulofe Vulture in Appuls,
Altricis extra limen Apylie,
Ludo fatigatumgue fomno
Fronde novd puerum palumbes
Texere

I have heard that the late Lord Dor/féz, who had the greateft wit tem-
ipered with the greateft candour, and was one of the fineft Criticks as
well as the beft Poets, of his age, had a numerous colle&ion of old Eng-
/i/b Ballads, and took a particular pleafurc in the rcading of them. Ican
affirm the fame of Mr. Dryden, and know feveral of the moft refined
writers of our prefent age who are of the fame humour.,

I might likewife refer my Reader to Moliere’s thoughts on this fub-
iect, as he has exprefled them in the chara&er of the Mifanthrepe s but
thofe only who are endowed with a true greatnefs of Soul and Genius,
can diveft themfelves of the little Images of Ridicule, and admire na-
ture in her fimplicity and nakednefs. As for the little conceited Wits
of the age, who can only fhew their judgment by finding fault, they can-
not be fuppofed to admirethefe producions which have nothing to re-
commend them but the beauties of nature, when they do not know how
to relifh even thofe compofitions that, with all the beauties of Nature,
have alfo the additional advantages of Art.

E’ idﬂ_}’p
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N 86.  Friday, Ffune 8.

Heu quam difficile eft crimen non prodere vulin ! Ovid.

HERE are feveral Arts which all men are in fome meafure ma-

I fters of, without having been at the pains of learning them. E-

very one that fpeaks or reafons is a Grammarian and a Logician,
though he may be wholly unacquainted with the rules of Grammar or
Logick, as they are delivered in books and {yftems. In the fame man-
ner, cvew"onﬂs—nrﬁme‘ﬂ?g_rém'ffer of that Art Which is generally
diftinguifhed by the name of Phyfiognomy; and naturally forms to him-
{elf the chara&er or fortune of a firanger, from the features and linea-
ments of his face. We are no foener prefented to any one we never
faw before, but we are immediately ftruck with the idea of a proud, a
referved, an affable, or a good-natured man; and upon our firft going in-
to a company of ftrangers, our benevolence or averfion, awe or contempt,
rifes naturally towards feveral particular perfons, before we have heard
them fpeak a fingle word, or fo much as know who they are.

Every paflion gives a particular caft to the countenance, and is apt to
difcover it felf in fome feature or other. I have feen an eye curfe for
half an hour together, and an eye-brow call 2 man fcoundrel. Nothing
is more common than for lovers to complain, refent, languifh, defpair, and
die, in dumb fhow. For my own part, | am fo apt to frame a notion
of every man’s humour or circumftances by his looks, that I have fome-
times employed my felf from Charing-Crofs to the Royal-Exchange in
drawing the chara&ers of thofe who have pafled by me. When I {ee a
man with a four rivel'd face, I cannot forbear pitying his wife; and
when I meet with an open ingenuous countenance, think en the happi-
nels of his friends, his family, and relations.

1 cannot recolleét the Author of a famous faying to a ftranger who
ftood filent in his company, Speak that I may fee thee: But, with {ub-
miflion, 1 think we may be better known by our looks than by our words,
and that a man’s fpeech is much more eafily difguifed than his courte-

Vou. IL feee hance.
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nance. In this cafe, however, I think the air of the whole face 15 much
more expreflive than the lines of it: the truth of itis, the air is generai-
ly nothing elfe but the inward difpofition of the mind made vifible.
Thofe who have eftablithed Phyfiognomy into an art, and laid down
roles of judging mens tempers by their faces, have regarded the features
much more than the air. Martial has a pretty Epigram on this fubject.

Crine ruber, niger ore, brevis pede, lumine lefus;
Rem magnam preftas, Zoile, fi bonus es.

Thy beard and bead are of a different dies

Short of one foot, difforted in an eye:

With all thefe tokens of a knave compleat,

Should’ [t thow be boneft, thow'rt a dev'lifb cheat. :

[ have feen a very ingenious Author on this fubjett, who founds his
fpeculations-on the {uppofition, that as a man hath in the mould of his
face a remote likenefs to that of an Ox, a Sheep, a Lion, an Hog, or
any other creature; he hath the {fame refemblance in the frame of his
mind, and is fubjeét to-thofe paflions which are predominant in the crea-
ture that appears in his countenance. = Accordingly he gives.the prints of
feveral faces that are of a different mould, and by a little over-charging
the likenefs, difcovers the figures of thefe {everal kinds. of brutal faces
in human features. I remember in the life of the famous Prince of Cox-
de the writer obferves, the face of that Prince was like the face of an
Eagle, and that the Prince was very well pleafed to be told fo. In this
cafe therefore we may be fure, that he bad in his mind fome general im-
plicit notion of this art of Phyfiognomy which I haye jult now mentio-
ned; and that when his Courtiers told him his face was made like an
Eagle’s, he underftood them in the fame manner as if they had told him,
there was fomething in his looks which thewed him to be {trong, altive,
piercing, and of aroyal defcent. Whether or no the different motions
of the animal {pirits in different paffions, may have any effect on the mould
of the fac, when the lincaments are pliable and tender, or whether the
fame kind of fouls require the fame kind of habitations, I fhall leave to
the confideration of the curious. In the mean time I think nothing
can be more glorious than for a man to give the lie to his face, and to
be an honeft, jufl, good-natured man, in fpite of all thofe marks and
fignatures which nature feems to have fet upon him for the contrary.
"This very often happens among thofe, who inftead of being exafpera;i

te
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ted by their own looks, or enyying the looks of others, apply them-
felves entirely to the cultivating of their minds, and getting thofe beau-
ties which are more lafting, and more ornamental. 1 have feen many
an amiable piece of deformity; and have obferved a certain chearfulnefs
in as bad a fyftem of features as ever was clapped together, which hath
appeared more lovely than all the blooming charms of an infolent beauty-
There is a double praife due to virtue, when it is lodged in a body that
feems to have been prepared for the reception of vice; in many fuch
cafes the foul and the body do not icem to be fellows.

Socrates was an extraordinary inflance of this Nature. There chanced
to be a great Phyfiognomift in his time at Athens, who had made firange
difcoveries of mens tempers and inclinations by their outward appear-

! ances. JSocrates’s difciples, that they might put this Artift to the tryal, {
carried him to their maiter, whom he had never feen before, and did
not know he was then in company with him. After a fhort examination

R ——— 1

of his-face;-the Phyfiognomift pronounced him the moit lewd, libidinous, {
drunken old fellow thathe had ever met with in his whole life. Upon !
which the difciples all burft out a laughing, as thinking they had deteéted ;

% the falfhood and vanity of his art. But Socrates told them, that the prin- !
ciples of his art:might be very true, not withftanding his prefent miftake {[
for that he himfelf was naturally inclined to thofe particular vices which I
the Phyfiognomift had difcovered in his countenance, but that he had g
conquered. the ftrong difpofitions he was born with by the dittates of ',
Philofophy.

We are indeed told by an ancient Author, that Sgcrates very much re- ,
{embled Silenns in his face; which we find to have been very rightly f
obferved from the ftatues and bufts of both, that are ftill extant ; as well I
as on feveral antique feals and precious flones, which are frequently e- i
nough to be met with in the cabinets of the curious. ~ But however ob- |

fervations. of this nature may fometimes hold, a wife man fhould be par- |
ticularly cautious how he gives credit to a man’s outward appearance. !
[t is an irreparable injufticeé we are guilty of towards one another, when .
we are prejudiced by the looks and features of thofe whom we do not [
know. How often do we conceive hatred againit a perfon of worth, or -
fancy a man to be proud-and ill-natnred by his afpet, whom we think i'
we cannot efteem too much when we are acquainted with his real cha- :
rafter? Dr. Moore, in his admirable fyftem of ethicks, reckons this par-

tieular inclination to take a prejudice againft aman for his looks, among

the fmaller vices in morality, and, if I.remember, gives it the name of ai

Profopolepfia.
Eece 2 Tuefday, !
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Finem animo certum, miferifque viatica canis.

Cras hoc fiet. Idem cras fiet, Quid? quafi magnum
WNempe diem donas; fed cam lnx aliera ventt,

Jam cras beflernum confumpfimus ; ecce alind cras
Egerit hos annos, et femper panlum erir ulira.
Nawm quamvis prope e, guamvis temone fub usio

Vertentem [efe frufiva fectabere canthum, Per.

S my correfpondents upon the {ubjeét of love are VEry numerous,
it is my defign, if poffible, to range them under fevers] heads,
and addrefs my felf to them at different times, The firft branch

of them, to whofe fervice I fhall dedicate this paper, are thofe that haye
to do with women of dilatory tempers, who are for fpinning out the
time of courtthip to an immoderate length, without being able either to
clofe with their lovers, or to difmifs them. 1 have many letters by me
filled with complaints againdt this fort of women. In one of them no lefs
a man than a brother of the coiff tells me, that he began his fuit Ficefi
mo nono Caroli fecundi before he had been a twelve-month at the Tem.
Ple s that he profecuted it for many years after he was called to the Bar;
that at prefent he is a Serjeant at Law; and notwithitanding he hoped
that matters would have been long fince brought to an iflue, the fair one
ftill demurrs. 1 am fo well pleafed with this Gentleman’s Phrafe, that 1
{hall diftinguifh this feét of women by the title of Demurrers. | find
by another letter from one that calls himfelf Ziyrfis, that his miftrefs has
been demurring above thefe feven years, But among all my Plainiff; of
this nature, I moft pity the unfortunate Philander, a man of 3 conflan;
paflion and plentiful fortune, who fets forth that the timorous and irre.
folute §y/via has demurred till fhe is pait child- bearing. Strephon appears

by
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by his letter to be a very cholerick lover, and irrevocably {mitten with
one that demurrs out of felf-intereft. He tells me with great paflion that
fhe has bubbled him out of his youth; that fhe drilled him on to five and
fifty, and that he verily believes fhe will drop him in his old age if fhe
can find her account in another. I fhall conclude this narrative with a let-
ter from honeft Sasm. HorewELL, a very pleafant fellow, who it feems
has at laft married a Demurrer : 1 muft only premife, that Sam. who isa
very good bottle-companion, has been the diverfion of his friends, upon
account of his paffion, ever fince the year one thoufand fix hundred and

eighty one.

Dear Sir,

cc Y OU know very well my paflion for Mys. Martha,and what a dance ]
¢ {he has led me: the took me out at the age of two and twen- i

¢ ty, and dedgedes,_l_have loved her till fhe is i

« grown a5 gray ? s—and am with much ado become the mafter of

« her perfon, fuch as it is at prefent. She is however in my eye a very

« charming old woman, We often lament that we did not marry foon-

« er, but fhe has no body to blame for it but her felf: You know very !

« well that fhe would never think of me whillt fhe had a tooth in her f

« head. Ihave put the date of my paflion (Awno Amoris trigefimo pri- ]

« o) initead of a pofie, on my wedding-ring. I expeé you fhould fend

« me a congratulatory letter, or, if you pleafe, an Epithalamium, upon

« this eccafion.

Mys, Martha's and yours eternally,

Sam, HorEwELL. ;

In order to banifh an evil out of the world, that does not only pro-
duce great uncafinefs to private perfons, but has alfo a very bad influence
on-the publick, I fhall endeavour to fhew the folly of Demurring from
rwo or three refle¢tions, which 1 earneftly recommend to the thoughts of
mv fair Readers.

Firft of all I would have them ferioufly think on the fhortnefs of their
time. Life is notlong enotigh for a Coquette to play all her tricksin, A
timorous woman drops into her grave before the has done deliberating.
W ere the age of man the fame that it was before the floed, a Lady might
facrifice half a century to a fertiple, and be two or three ages in demur-

ring. Had fhe nine hundred years good, fhe might hold out to the con- 1%
verfion of the Fews before fhe thought fit to be prevailed upon. But, !

o e |

a1ds
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alas! fhe ought to play her part in hafte, when fhe confiders that fhe is
fuddenly to quit the ftage, and make room for others.

In the fecond place, I would defire my female Readers to confider,
that as the term of life is fhort, that of beauty 1s much fhorter. The
fineft skin wrinkles in a few years, and lofes the {trength of its colouring
fo foon, that we have fearce time to admirc it. 1 might embellith this
fubject with rofes and rain-bows, ‘and feveral other ingenious cenceits,
which I may poflibly referve for another opportunity.

There 1s a third confideration which I would likewife recommend to
a Demurrer, and that is the great danger of her falling in love when fhe
is about threelcore, if fhe cannot fatisie her doubts and fcruples before
that time. There is akind of Jesrer fpring, that fometimes gets into the
blood of an old' woman, and turns her into a very odd fort of an animal,
I'would therefore have the Demurrer confider what a ftrange figure fhe
will make, if fhe chances to get over all difficulties, and comes to a final
refolution, in that unfeafonable part of her lite.

I'would not however be underftood, by any thing I have here faid, to
difcourage that natural modefty in the fex, which renders a retreat from
the firft approaches of a lover both fathionable and graceful; all that I in-
tend, is, to advife them, when they are prompted by reafon and inclina--
tion, ‘to demurr only out of form, and fo far as decency -requires. | A
virtuous woman fhould rejeét the firft offer of marriage, as a good ‘man
does that of a Bifhoprick ; but I would advife neither the one nor. the
other to perfift in refufing what they fecretly approve. 1. would in this
particular propofe the example of Eve to all her daughters, as Milton
has reprefented her in the following paffage, which I cannot forbear tran-
{cribing entire, though only the twelve laft lines are to my prefent purpofe.

The rib he form'd and fafbion’d with bis hands ;
Under bis forming bands a creature grew,
Manlike, but diff'rvent fex, fo lovely fair,

That what feem'd fair in ald the world, feem'd now
Mean, or in ber fumm'd up, in ber contain'd;
And in ber looks, which from that time infus'd
Sweetne(s into my beart unfelt before,

And into all things from ber air infpir'd

The [pirit of love and amorous delight.

She difappear'd, and left me dark; I wakd
To find ber, or for ever to deplore

Her
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Her lofe; and other pleafures all abjure:

W hen out of hope, bebold ber, not far off;
Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd
With what all earth or beaven could beflow
To make her amiable. On [be came,

Led by ber heav'nly Maker, though unfeen,
And guided by bis voice, nor uninform'd

Of nuptial fanctity and marriage rites:
Grace was in all her fleps, beav'n n ber eye,
In every gefture dignity and love.

I overjoy'd, could not forbear aloud.

This turn bhath made amends; thow hafl fulfill'd
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign,
Giver of all things fair, but faireft this
Of all thy gifes, nor envieff. I now fee
Bowe-of -wy—bones—fictirof mmy Jiefh my JeIf... ..

She beard me thus, and the’ divinely brought,
Tet innocence and virgin modefty,

Her virtue and the confcience of her worth,

That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir'd

The more defirable, or to fay all,

Nature ber [elf, though pure of [inful thought,
Wrought in her [0, that [eeing me fhe turn'd:

I follow'd ber: She what was honour knew,

And with obfequions majefly approv’d

My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bow'r

I led ber blufbing like the morn

The End of the Second Volume.
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