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-night together, generally fills every paper with an Order of battle; when

we fhow our martial skill in each line, and according to the fpace we
have to fill, we range our men in Squadrons and Battalions, or draw out
company by company, and troop by troop; ever obferving, that no mu-
fter is to be made, but when the wind is in a crofs point, which often

‘happens at the end of a Campaign, when half the men are deferted or

killed. - The Courast is fometimes ten deep, his ranks clofe: The Poff-
Boy is generally in files, for greater exa@nefs; and the Pof-Man comes
down upon you rather after the Turkifb way, Sword in hand, Pell-mell,
without form or difcipline; but fure to bring men enough into the field ;
and wherever they are raifed, never to lofe a battel for want of numbers.

N© 75.  Saturday, Otober 1. 1709,

From my own Apartment, September 30.

Am called off from publick differtations by a domeflick affair of grear

importance; which is no lefs than the difpofal of my Sifter Fenny for

life. The Girle is a Girle of great merit, and pleafing converfation;
but I being born of my Father’s Firft Wife, and fhe of his'Third, fhe con-
verfes with me rather likea Daughter than a Sifter: I have indeed told
her, That if fhe kept her honour, and behaved her felf in fuch a manner
45 became the Bickerflaffs, 1 would get her an agrecable man for her
Husband ; which was a promife I made her after reading a paflage in
Pliny's Epiftles. That polite: Author bad been employed to find out a
Confort for his friend’s Dangliter, and gives the following charater of
the man he had pitched wupon.

Aciliano plurimum vigoris et induflrie quanguam in maxima verecun-
dia: Eff illi facies liberalis, malto [anguine, multo rubore, fufufa: Eft
mgenia totius corporis pulchrituds, et quidam fenatorius decor, que eégo
nequaquam arbitror negligenda ; debet enim boc caftitati puellarum quafé
premiwuns dari. aeth
% Aeiliawns is a-man of extraordinary vigour and induftry, accompa-

% nied . with the greateft modefty. = He has .very much of the
Ay : “« (Gen-
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« Gentleman, with a lively colour, and fluth of health in his af-
« pect. FHis whole perfon is finely turned, and ‘{peaks ' 'him a man
¢ of Quality: which are’ qualifications chat, I think, 'ought by no
« means to-be overlooked, and fhould be beftowed on a Daughter as the
« reward of her Chaftity.

A woman that will give her felf liberties, need not put her' parents:to
fo much trouble; for if the does not pollefs thefe ornaments in a Huf-
band, fhe can fupply her felf elfewhere. = But:this'is not' the cafe -of my
Sifter Yenny, who, I may fay without vanity, is an unfpotted @/ Spinfter
1as any in 'Great Britain. | fhall take this occalion to recommend the
-conduét of our own family in this particular. :

We have in the Genealogy of our houle, the Deferiptions and Pictures
-of our Anceftors from-the time of King Arthur; in whofe days- there
was one of my own name, a Knight of his- Round Table, and known by
the name of Sir Ifaac Bickerflaff. He was low of ftature, and of a very
fwarthy complexion, not unlike a Portuguefe Jew. But he was more
prudent than men of that height ufually are, and would often communi-
cate to his friends his defign of lengthening and whitening his pofterity.
His eldeft Son Ralph (for that was his name) was for this reafon married
to a Lady who had little elfe to recommend her, but that fhe was very
tall and fair. The iffue of this match, with'the help of his fhoes, made
a tolerable figure in the next age; though the complexion of the family
was obfcure ’till the fourth generation from that marriage. From which
time, till the reign of W illiam the Congueror, the females of our houfe
were famous for their Needle-work and fine Skins. In the male line there
happened an unlucky accident in the reign of Richard the third, the eld-
eft Son of Philip, then chief of the family, being born with an Hump-
back and very high Nofe. This was the more aftonithing, becaufe none
of his forefathers ever had fuch a blemith; norindeed was there any in
the neighbourhood of that make, except the Butler, who was noted for
round Shoulders, anda Roman Nofe: what made the Nofe the lefs excu-
{able, was the remarkable Smallnefs of his Eyes.

Thefe feveral defects were mended by fucceeding matches; the Eyes
were opened in the next generation, and the Hump fell in a Century
and half; but the greateft difliculty was how to reduce the Nofe; which
I do not find was accomplifhed till about the middle of Henry the fe-
venth’s reign, or rather the beginning of that of Henry the eighth.

But while our'Anceftors were thus taken up in cultivating the Eyes and
Nofe, the Face of the Bickerffaffs fell down infenfibly into Chin; which

was

-

L e ———




N° 75, The VT A T.LYE <R} 193

was not taken notice of (their thoughts being fo much employed: upon
the more noble features) till it became almoit too long to be remedied.

But length of time, and fucceflive care in our alliances, have cured
this alfo, and reduced our faces into that tolerable Oval which we enjoy
at prefent. I would not be tedious in this difcourfe, but cannot but ob-
ferve, that our race fuffered 'very much about three hundred years ago,
by the marriage of one of her Heirefles with an eminent Courtier, who
gave us Spindle-flianks, and Cramps in our bones, infomuch that we did
not recover our health and legs ull Sir #alter Bickerflaff married Maud
the Milk-maid, of whom the then Garter King at Arms (a facetious per-
fon) faid pleafantly enough, That fhe had fpoiled our Blood, but mend-
ed our Conflitutions. '

After this aceount of the effet our prudent choice of matches has had
upon our Perfons and Features,] cannot but obferve, that there are daily
inftances of as great changes made by marriage upon men’s Minds and Hu-
mours. One might wear any paffion out of a family by culture, as skil-
ful Gardiners blot a colour out of a Tulip that hurts its beauty. One
might produce an affable temper out of a Shrew, by grafting the mild up-
on the cholerick; or raife a Jackpudding from a Prude, by inoculating
mirth and melancholy. It is for want of care in the difpofing of our
children, with regard to our bodies and minds, that we go into an houfe
and fee fuch different complexions and humours in the fame race and fa-
mily. But to me it is as plain as a pikeftaff, from what mixture it is, that
this daughter filently lowers, the other fleals a kind look at you, a
third is exactly well behaved, a fourth a Splenatick, and a fifth a Co-
quette.

In this difpofal of my Sifter, | have chofen, with an eye to her being
a Wit, and provided, that the Bridegroom be a man of a found and ex-
cellent judgment, who will feldom mind what fhe fays when fhe ‘begins
to ‘harangue: For Feuny’s only imperfedtion is an admiration of her
parts, which inclines herto be a little, but a very little, fluttifh; and you
are ever to remark, that we are apt to cultivate moft, and bring into ob-
fervation, what we think moft excellent in our felves, or moit capable of
improvement. Thus my Sifter, inftead of confulting her Glafs and her
Toilet for an hour and an half after-her, private, devotion, fits with her
nofe full of fnuff; and a man’s nightcap on ber head, rcading Plays and
Romances. Her Wit fhe thinks her diftintion; therefore knows no-
thing of the skill of drefs, or making her perfon agreeable. It would
- make you laugh, tofce me oftenwith my fpectacles on lacing her ftays;
Vou. 1L Cc - for
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for fhe is fo very a ‘Wit, that fhe underftands no Ordinary thing in the
world,

For this reafon I have difpofed of her to a man of bufinefs, who. will
foon let her fee, that to be well drefled, in good humour, and chearful
in the command of her family, are the Arts and Sciences of Female life,
f could have beftowed her upon a fine Gentleman, who, extremely ad-
mired her wit, and would have given her a Coach and fix: But I found
it abfolutely neceflary to crofs the ftrain; for had they met, they had
eternally been Rivals in difcourfe, and in continual contention for the fu-
periority of underftanding, and brought forth Criticks, Pedants, or pret-
ty good Poets.

As it is, 1 expect an Off-fpring fit for the habitation of city, town ar
country ; creatures that are docile and tratable in whatever we put
them to.

To convince men of the neceflity of taking this method, let any one,
even below the skill of an Aftrologer, behold the turn of faces he meets
as {oon as he paffes Cheapfide-conduit, and you fee a deep attention anda
certain unthinking fharpnefs in every countenance. They look attentive,
but their thoughts are engaged on mean purpofes. To me it is very
apparent when I fee a Citizen pafs by, whether his head is upon Woollen,
Silks, Iron, Sugar, Indigo, or Stocks. Now this trace of thought appears
or lies hid in the race for two or three generations.

1 know at this time a perfon of a vaft eftate, who is the immediate
defcendant of a fine Gentleman, but the great-grandfon of a Broker,
in whom his Anceftor is now revived. He is a very honeft Gentleman
in his principles, but cannot for his blood talk fairly: he is heartily forry
for it; but he cheats by conftitution, and over-reaches by inflinét.

"The happinefs of the man who marries my Sifter will be, that he has
no faults to correc in her but her own, a little byafs of fancy, or particu-
larity of manners, which grew in her felf, and can be amended by her.
¥rom fuch an untainted couple, we can hope t6 have our family rife to
irsancient fplendor of Face, Air, Countenance, Manner and Shape, with-
out difcovering the produé of ten nations in one houfe. Obadiah Green-
kat fays, he never comes into any company in England, but he diftio-
guifhes the different nations of which we are compofed: There is fcarce
fuch a living creature as a true Britain. We fit down indeed all friends,
acquaintance, and neighbours; but after two bottles, you fee a Dane flart
xp and fwear, The kingdom is his own. A Saxos drinks up the whole
quart, and {wears, He will difpute that with him. A Norman tells l[a]:}e;ﬁ
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both, He willaffert his liberty : - And a ##el/bman cries, They are all foreign-
ers and intruders of yefterday, and beats them out of the room. Such
accidents happen frequently among neighbours children, and coufin-ger-
mans.  For which reafon I fay, Study your race, or the foil of your fami-
ly will dwindle into Cits or 'Squires, or run up inte Wits or Madmen.

Sir Richard Steel affiffed in this paper.

N° 81.  Saturday, Oftober 15. 1709.

Hic manus ob patriam pugnands vulnera pafi,

Quigue pis Vates et Phabo digna loca,

Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes,

Quique [ui memores alis fecere merendb. Virg.

From my own Apartment, Ofober 14.

HERE are two kinds of Immortality; that which the Soul real-

l ly enjoys after this life, and that imaginary exiftence by which
men live in their fame and reputation. The beft and greateft

aftions have procecded from the profpeét of the one or the other of
thefe ; but my defign is to treat only of thofe who have chiefly propofed
to themfelves the latter as the principal reward of their labours. It was
for this reafon that I excluded from my tables of fame all the great foun-
ders and voraries of religion; and it is for this reafon alfo that I am more
than ordinarily anxious to do juftice to the perfons of whom I am now
gong to {peak ; for fince Fame was the only end of all their enterprizes
and {tudies, a man cannot be too fcrupulous in allotting them their due
proportion of it It was this confideration which made me call the whole
body of the learned to my affiftance ; to many of whom I muft own my
obligations for the catalogues of illuftrious perfons which they have fent
me in upon this occafion. T yefterday employed the whole afterncon n
comparing them with each other; which made fo {trong an impreilion
upon my. imagination, that they broke my fleep for the firft part of the
3 (i S - follow-
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