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end received it with difdain, and faid, If they muft have a Britifh Wor-
thy, they would have Robin Hood.

« * While I was tranfported with the honour that wasdone me,and bursn-
« ing with envy again{t my Competitor, Iwas awakened by the noife of the
«/Cannon which were then fired for the taking of Moy, I fhould have
« been very much troubled at being thrown out of fo pleafing a yifion on
“ any other occafion; but thought it an agreeable change to have my
“ thoughts diverted from the greateftamong the dead and fabulous Heroes,
« to the moft famous among the real and the living.

* This laft paragraph written by Sir R. Steele.

N° 86. 1 burfday, Oétober 237. . 1709,

From my own Apartment, Oéfober 15,

WhenI came home laft night, my Servant delivered me the fol-
lowing Letter:

§ 1R, Oftob, 24,
“ § Have orders from Sir Harzy Quickfet, of Staffordfbire, Bar. to ac-
ofé I quaint you, That his Honour Sir Harry himfelf, Sir Giles #heel.
barrow Kt. Thomas Rentfree Efq; Juftice of the Guorumy, Andrew
“ Windmill EAq; and Mr. Nicholas Doubt of the Luner-Temple, Sir Hr-
“'ry's Grandfon, will wait upon you at the hotr of nine to morrow mor-
“ning, being Tue/day the 25th of O&ober, upon bufinels which Sir Ha
* 7y will impart to you by word of mouth.” 1 thought it proper to ac-
“ quaint you before-hand fo many perfons of Quality came, that you
“ might not be furprized therewith.  Which coneludes, though' by many
“ years abfence fince | faw you ‘at Stefford, unknown,

114

84 R, Tour moft bumble Servant,
John Thrifty.

I received this meffage with lefs furprize than I believe Mr, Thrifzy
imagined ; for I knew the good company too well 'to ifeel any  palpitati-
ons at their approach : Byt was in very great concern how fhould ad-
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juft the Ceremonial, and demean my {elf to all thefe great men, who per-
haps had not {een any thing above themfelves for thefe twenty years laft
palt. Iam fure that is the cale of Sir Harry. Befides which, 1 was fen-
fible that there was a great point.in adjufting my behaviour to the fimple
*Squire, fo as to give him fatisfaéion, and not difoblige the Juftice of the
2 WOV,

The hour of nine was come this morning, and T had no fooner fet
Chairs (by the Steward’s Letter) and fixed my Tea-equipage, but I beard
a knock at my door, which was opened, but no one entered ; after which
followed a long filence, which was broke at laft by, Sir, I beg your par-
don; I think I know better: and another voice, Nay, good Sir Giles—
I looked out from my window, and faw the good company all with their
hats off, and arms fpread, offering the door to each other. ~After many
offers, they entered with much folemnity, in the Order Mr. Thrifty was.
fo kind as to name them to me. But they are now got to my Cham-
ber-door, and I faw my old friend Sir Harry enter. 1 met him: with all’
the refpe¢t due to fo reverend a Vegetable; for you are to know, thatis
my fenfe of a Perfon who remains idle in the fame place for half a Cen-
rtury. 1got him with great fuccefs into his Chair by the fire, without
throwing down any of my Cups. The Knight-batchelor told me, he had
a great refpe@ for my whole family, and would, with my leave, place
himfelf next to Sir Harry, at whofe right hand he had fat at every Quar-
rer-feffions. this thirty years, unlefs he was fick. The Steward in the
rear whifpered the young Templer, That is true to my knowledge.
I had the misfortune, as they ftood Cheek by Jole, to defire the 'Squire
to fit down before the Juftice of the Quorum, to the no fmall fatisfacti-
on of the former, and refentment of the latter: But I faw my error too
late, and got them as foon as I could into their feats. Well, faid I, Gen-
tlemen, after [ have told you how glad I am of this great. honour, I am
to defire you to drink a difh of Tea. They anfwered one and. all, That
they never drank Tea in a morning. Not in a morning, faid 1! ftaring
round me. Upon which the pert Jackanapes Nick Doubt tipped me the
wink, and put out his tongue at his Grandfather. Here followed a pro-
found filence; when the Steward in his boots and whip propofed, That
we fhould adjourn to fome Publick-houfe, where every body might call
for what they pleafed, and enter upon the bufinefs. We all ftood up in
an inftant, and Sir Harry filed off from the left very difcreetly, counter= |
marching behind the chairs towards the door: After him, Sir Giles:in
the fame manner. 'The fimple *Squire made a fudden ftart to follow; bltlt
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the Juftice of the Quorum whipped between upon the ftand of the ftairs.
A maid going up with coals made us halt, and put us into fuch confufi-
on; that we {tood all in a heap, without any vifible poflibility of reco-
vering our order: For the young Jackanapes feemed to make a jeft of
this matter, and had fo contrived, by prefling amongft us under

retence of making -way, that ‘his Grandfather was got into the
middle, and he knew no body was of quality to flir a ftep, till Sir Har-
7y moved firft. We were fixed in this perplexity for fome time, till
we heard a very loud noife in the ftreet; and Sir Harry asking what
it was, I, to make them move, faid it was Fire. Upon this, all ran
down as faft as they could, without order or ceremony, till we got
into the ftreer, where we drew up in very good order, and filed off
down Sheer-Lane, the impertinent T'empler driving us before him, ag in
a {tring, and pointing to his acquaintance who pafled by.

I muit confefs, I love to ufe people according to their own f{enfe of
good breeding, and therefore whipped in between the Juftice and the
fimple "Squire. He could not properly take this ill ;. but 1 over-heard
him whifper the Steward, That he thought it hard that a common Con-
jurer fhould take place of him, though an elder ’Squire. In this order
we marched down Sheer-Lane, at the upper end of which I lodge,
When we came to Zemple-Bar, Sir Harry and Sir Géles got over; but
a run of Coaches kept the reft of us on this fide the ftreet: However we
all at laft landed, and drew up in very good order before Bex. Toske’s
fhop, who favoured our rallying with great humanity. . From hence we
proceeded again, till we came to Dick’s Coffee-houfe, where I defigned
to carry them. Here we were at our old difhculty, and took up the

. ftreet upon the fame ceremony. We proceeded through the entry, and

were fo neceflarily kept in order by the fituation, that we were now
got into the Coffee-houfe it {ewf, where, as foon as we arrived, we re-
peated our civilities to each other ; after which, we marched up to the
high table, which has an alcent to it inclofed in the middle of the room.
The whole houfe was alarmed at this entry, made up of perfons of fo
much ftate and rufticity. Sir Herry called for a Mug of Ale, and Dyer’s :
Letter. - The Boy brought the Ale in an inftant; ‘but faid, theydid net
take in the Letter.  No! (fays Sir Harry;) Then take back your Mug ;
we are like indeed to have good liquor at this houfe, Here the Tem-
pler tipped me a fecond wink, and if I had not looked very grave:wpon
him, I found he was difpofed to be very familiar with me. In fhort, I
obferved after;a long paufe, that.the Gentlemen did ndt care to enter |
Dd2 : . 1pon




To4 The T AT L E R N° 86:

upon bufinefs till after their morning-draught; for which 1'eaft_3n I called
for a Bottle of Mum; and finding that had ne eileét upon them, I orders
ed a fecond, and a third: After which, Sir Harry reached vver to me;
and told me in a low voice, that the place wastoo publick for bufinefs;
but he would call upon me again to_1noryow-morning at my. own lodg-
ings, and bring fome more friends with him -es—es *

* sir Richard Steele afiffed in this paper.

IN° 88." Tuefday, November 1. 1769.

Lrom my own dpartment, Oftober 31.

------ I was this morning awaked by a fudden fhake of the houfe; and
as foon as 1 had got a little out of my confternation, I felt another,
which was followed by two or three repetitiofis of the fame convul.
fion. I got up as faft as poffible, girt on my rapier, and fnatched up my
hat, when my Landlady came up to mie, and told me, That the Gentle-
woman of the next houfe begged me to flep thither; for that'a Lodger
ihe had taken in was run mad, and fhe defired my advice; ‘as indeed
every body in the whole L.atie does upoh important occafions. [ am fiot
like fome Artifts, fawcy, becaufe I can be beneficial; but went immedi-
ately.  Our neighbour told us, the 'had the day before let 'her fecond
floor to a very genteel youngith Man, who told her, he Xept extraordi-
nary good hours, ‘and was generally at home moft part of the morning
and evening at ftudy ; but that this morning he had for an hout toge-
ther made this extravagant noife which we then heard. 1 went up {lairs
with my hand upon the hilt of my Rapier, and approached this new
Lodger’s door. I looked in at the key-hole, and there I'faw a well
made mianlook with great attention on a book, and on'a {udden, jump
into the air fo high, that his head almoft touched the Cicling.  Hecame
down fafe on his right foot, and again flew up alighting on his left; then
looked again at his book, and holding out his right leg, put it"into’ fuch
a quivering motion, that I thought he would have fhaked it off He
ufed the left after the fame manner ; when on 4 fudden;’ to my great fur-
prize; he {tooped himfelf incredibly low, and turned gently on his toes.

. After
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