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o wmmmmme Api0to queramus feria ludo. Hor,

E— THE joining of pleafure and pain together in fuch devices, '

{eems to me the only pointed thought I ever read which is natu-
ral ; and it muft have proceeded from its being the univerfal fenfe
. and experience of mankind, that they have all {poken of it in the fame
manner. [ have in my own reading remarked an hundred and three Epi-
grams, fifty. Odes, and ninety one Sentences, tending to this fole pur-
pofe.

. It is certain, there is no other Paffion which does produce fuch con-
trary effects in fo great a degree: But this may be faid for Love,, that if
you {trike it out of the {oul, life would be infipid, and our.Being but
half animated. Humane Nature would fink into deadnefs and lethargy,
if not quickned with fome adtive principle ; and as for ‘all others, whe-
ther Ambition, Envy, or Avarice, which are apt to poflefs the mind in
the abfence of this paffion, it muft be allowed that they have greater
pains, without the compenfation of fuch exquifite pleafures. as thofe we
find in Loove. The great skill is to heighten the fatisfactions, and dead-
en the forrows of it, which has been the end of many of my labours,
and fhall continue to be fo_for the fervice of the world in general, and
in particular of the Fair Sex, who are always thé beft or the worft part
of it. It is pity:that a paflien, which hasin it a capacity of making life
happy, fhould not be cultivated te the utmoft advantage. - Reafon, Pru-
dence, and Good-nature, rightly applyed, can throughly accomplifh this
great end, provided they have always a real and conftant Love to work
upon. But this fubject I fhall treat more.at large in the Hiftory of my
married Sifter; and in the mean time fhall.conclude my refleftion on
pains and pleafures which attend this paflion with one of the
fir \llegories which I think I have ever read. It is invented by the
divine Plato, and to thow the opinion he himfelf had of it, aferibed by
him to his admired Socrates, whom he reprefents as difcourﬁ‘nlgl
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with his:friends, and giving the Hiftory of Love in the following
manner: -

At the birth of Beanty (fays he) there was a great feaft made, and ma-
ny guells invited: Among the reft, was the God Plenty, who was the
fon of the Goddels Prudence, and inherited many of his Mother’s vir-
tues. After a full entertainment, he retired into the Garden of Faupirer,
which was hung with a great variety of Ambrofial fruits, and feems to
have been a very proper retreat for fuch a gueft. In the mean time an
unhappy Female, called Poverty, having heard of this great feaft, repaired
to it in hopes of finding relief. The firlt place fhe lights upon was Fupi-
ter’s Garden, which generally ftands open to people of all conditions.
Poverty enters, and by chance finds the God Plenty afleep init. She
was immediately fired with his charms, laid her felf down by his fide,
and managed matters fo well that {he conceived a child by him. The
world was very much in fufpence upon the occafien, and could not ima-
gine to themfelves what would be the nature of ‘an-Infant that was to

have its Original from two fuch Parents. At the laft, the Child appears;

and who fhould it be but Lewve. This Infant grew up, and proved in all
his behaviour what he really was, a compound of oppofite Beings. As
he is the Son of Plenty, (who was the Off-fpring of Prudence) he is fub-
tle, intriguing, full of ftratagems and devices; as the Son of Poverty,
he is fawning, begging, ferenading, delighting to lie at a threfhold, or be-
neath a window. By the Father he is auddcious, full of hopes, confci-
ous of merit, and therefore quick of refentment: By the Mother, he is
doubtful, timorous, mean-fpirited, fearful of offending, and abjeét in fub-
miflions. In the fame hour you may fee him tranfported with raptures,
talking of immortal pleafures, and appearing fatisfied asa God; and im-
mediately after, as the mottal Mother prevails in his compofition, you be-
hold him pining, languifhing, defpairing, dying.

I have been always wonderfully delighted with Fables, Aliegories, and
the like inventions, whichthe politeft and the beft inftruétors of man-
kind have always made ufe of: They take off from'the feverity of inftru-
&ion, and inforce it at the fame time that they conceal it: The fuppofing
Loveto be conceived immediately after the birth of Beauty, the paren-
tage of Plenty, and the inconfiftency of this paflion with its {elf {o naturally
derived to it, are great mafter-firokes in this Fable; and if they fell into
good hands, might furnifh out a more pleafing Canto than any in Spencer.
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