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N_o93. Saturday, Nov. 12. 1709,

Dear Sir,
Believe this is the firft Letter that was ever fent you from the mid-
. dle Region, where I am at this prefent writing. Not to keep you in
Su/pence, it comes to you fraom the top of the bigheff mountain in Swit-
zerland, where I am now Jbivering among the eternal Frofts and Swows,
Ican farce forbear dating it in December, though they call it the firft of
Augult oz the bottom of the mountain. I affure you, I can hardly keep my
Ink from freezing in the middle of rbe Dog-days, Iam here entertained
with the prettiefl variety of Snow-profpelts that you can imagine, and
bave feveral pits of it before me that are very near as old as the moun-
tain it felf; for in this country, it is as lafting as Marble. I am now up-
on a fpotof it,which they tell me fell about the reign of Charlemain or King
Pepin. The Inbabitants of the country are as great Curiofities as the
country it felf: They generally bire themfelves ot in their youth, and if
they are Mufquet-proof till abour fifty, they bring bome the mony they have
got, and the himbs they ‘have left, topafs the refl of their time among their
native mountans. One of the Gentlemen of the place, who is come off
with the lofs of an Eye only, told me by way of boafly That there were
now [even wooden legs an bis family; and that for thefe Four generations,
there had not been oneiin bis line that carried a whole body with him to
the grave. I believe wou will think the Style of this Letter a little ex-
traordinary; but the Rehearfal widl tell you, that People in clonds mult
not be confined to fpeak fenfe; and I bope we that are above rhem may
chaim the fame privilege. Wherever I am, I [ball always be,

SIR, Your moft Obedient,
,Moft Humble Servant.

From my own Apartment, November 11.

I had feveral Hints and Advertifements from unknown hands, that fome, -
who are. enemies to my Labours, defign to demand the fafhionable way
of
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of Satisfalion for the difturbance my Lucubrations have given' them, I
confefs, as things now ftandy I' do not know how to deny fuch Inviters,
and am preparing-my {elf accordingly: I have bought Pumps and Files,
and am every morning practifing in my chamber. My neighbour, the
Dancing-mafler, has demanded of me, Why I take this liberty, fince I
would not allow it him? But I anfwered; His was an ad of an Indifferent
nature, and mine.of Neceflity. My late treatifes againft Duels have {o
far difobliged the fraternity of the noble Science of Defence, thar I cas
get none of them to fhow me fo much as one Pafs. I am therefore obli-
ged to learn by Book, and have accordingly feveral volumes, wherein all
the Poftures are exaétly delincated. I muft confefs, I am fhy of letting
people fee me at this exercife, becaufe of my Flannel waftcoat, and my
Speacles, which I am forced to fix on, the better to obferve the pofture
of the enemy.

I have vpon my Chamber-walls, drawn- at full length, the figures of all
forts of men, from eight foot to three foot two inches, Within this
height I take it, that all the fighting men of Grear Britain- are compre-
hended. But as I pufh, I make allowances for my being of a lank and
fpare body,and have chalked out in' every figure' my own' dimenfions;
for Tfcorn to rob any man of hislife orto take advantage of his breadth:
Therefore I prefs purely in a line down from his Nofe, and take no more
of him to affault, than he has of me: For to fpeak impartially, if a lean
fellow wounds a fat one in any part to the right or left, whether it be in
Carte or in Tierce, beyond the dimenfions of the faid lean fellow’s own
breadth, I take it to be murder, and fuch a murder as is below a Gentle-
man to commit. As lam fpare, I.am-alfo very tall; and behave my felf
with relation to that advantage with the fame Punéilio; and I am ready
to ftoop or fland, according to the ftature of my adverfary. Imuftcon-
fefs, I have had great fuccefs this morning, and have hit every figure round.
the room ina mortal part, without receiving the leaft hurt, except a lit-
tie feratch by falling on my face, in pufhing at one at the lower end of
my' chamber; but I recovered fo quick, and jumped fo nimbly into my
Guard, that if he had been alive, he conld not have hurt me. Tt i con-"
fefled, I'have writ againft Duels with fome warmth; but in all my dif-
courfes, I have fiot ever faid; that I kriew How a Gentleman could avoid 2.
Duel'if he were provoked to it; and fince.that Cuftom is now become a
Law, I know' nothing but the Legiflative power, with new animadverfi-
Onsupon it, canput us in a capacity of denying Challenges, though we are
afterwards hanged for it. But no more of this at prefent.  As things

Vor. IL Ee ftand,
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{tand, I fhall put up no more afironts; and I thall be fo far from taking
ill Words, that I will not take ill Looks. I therefore warn all young hot
fellows, not to look hereafter more terrible than their neighbours; for
if they ftare at me with their Hats cocked higher than other people, [
won't bear it. Nay, I give warning to all people in general to look kind-
ly at me; for I'll bear no frowns, even from Ladies; and if any Woman
pretends to look fcornfully at me, 1 fhall demand fatisfaétion of the next
of kin of the Mafculine Gender.

Sir Richard Steele affiffed in this paper.

N° 97.  Tuefday, November 22. 1709.

Lliud maxime rarum. genus eft eoxum, qui aus excellente ingeni
magnitudine, awt preclara eruditione atque dottrina, aut utra-
gue ve ornats, Spatium de liberandy habuerunt, quem potsffi-
mum vite curfum [equi vellent. Tull, Offic. '

Erom my own dpartment, November 21.

Aving {wept away prodigious multitudesin one of my late papers, and
brought a great deftrution upon my own Species, I muft endea-

vour in this to raife frefh recruits, and, if. poflible, to fupply the

places of the unborn and the deceafed. It is faid of Xerxes, That when
he {tood upon ‘a hill, and faw the whole country round him covered with
his army, he burft out in tears, to think that not one of that multtude
would be alive a hundred years after. For my part, when I takea
furvey of this populous City, I can fcarce forbear weeping, to fee how:
few of its Inhabitants are now living. It was with this thought that I
drew up my laft Bill of Mortality, and endeavoured to fet out in it the
great number of perfons who have perithed by a diftemper (commonly
known by the name of Idlenefs) which has long raged in the world, and
deftroys
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