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N° 100. = Tuefday, November 29. 1709.

Fam redit et Virgo, vedeunt Saturnia regna. Virg,

Sheey-Lane, November 29,

Was laft week taking a folitary walk in the garden of Lincolns-Inx,

(a favour that is indulged me by feveral of the Benchers who are my

intimate friends, and grown old ‘with me in: this neighbourhood)
when, according to the nature of men‘in years, who have made but lit-
tle progrefs in the advancement of their fortune or their fame, I was re.
pining at the fudden rife of many ‘perfons who are my Juniors, and in-
deed at the unequal diftribution of wealth, honour, and-all other bleffings
of life, 1 was loft in this thought when the night came upon me, and
drew my mind into a far more agreeable contemplation. - The Heaven
above me appeared in all its glories, and prefented me with fuch an He
mifphere of Stars, as made the molt agreeable profpett imaginable to one
who delights in-the 4tudy of Nature. It happened to be a freezing night,
which had purified the whole bedy of air into fuch a bright tranfparent
A.ther, as made every-Conftellation vifible; and at the fame time gave
fuch a particular glowing to the Stars, that I thought: it the Richeft Sky I
had ever feen. -I-ceuld not behold a {cene fo wonderfully adorned and
lighted up, (if I may be allowed that expreilion) without fuitable meditati-
ons on the Author of fuch illuftrious and amazing objeéts. For on thefe
occafions, Philofophy fuggefts motives to Religion, and Religion adds plea-
fures to Philofophy.

As foon as T had recovered my ufual temper and ferenity of Soul, I
retired to my lodgings with the fatisfaction of having pafied away a few
hours in the properemployments of a Reafonable creature, and promifing
my felf that my {lumbers would be fweet. Ino fooner fell into them,
bur I dreamed a Dream, or faw a Vifion (for I know not which te callit)
that feemed to rife out of my evening-meditation, and had fomething in
it fo felemn-and ferious, that I cannot forbear communicating it ; though
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I muft confefs, the wildnefs of imagination (which ina dream is -always
loofe and irregular) difcovers it felf too much in feveral parts of ir.

Methoughts I faw the azure Sky diverfified with the fame glorious
Luminaries which had entertained me alittle before 1 fell afleep, I was
looking very attentively on that Sign in the Heavens which is called by
the name of the Balance, when onafudden there appearedin itan extraor-
dinary light, asif the Sun fhould rife at Midnight. By its increafing in
breadth and luftre, I foon found that it approached towards the earth ;
and at length could difcern fomething like a Shadow hovering in the
midft of a great Glory, which in a little time after I diftin@ly perceived
to be the figure of a Woman. [ fancied at firft it might have been the
Angel or Intelligence that guided the Conftellation from’which it de-
fcended ; but upon a nearer view; I faw about her all the Emblems with
which the Goddefs of Fuflice is ufually deferibed. Her Countenance
was unfpeakably awful and majeftick, but exquifitely beautiful to thofe
whofe eyes were ftrong enough to beholdit; her Smiles tranfported with
rapture, her Frowns terrified to defpair. She held in her hand a Mirror,
endowed with the fame qualities as that which the Painters put into the
hand of Truzh.

There {treamed from it a light, which diftinguifhed it felf from all the
fplendors that furrounded her, more than a flath of lightning fhines in
the midft of day-light. As fhe moved it in her hand, it brightened the
Heavens, the Air, or the Earth. When fhe had defcended {o low as to
be feenand heard by mortals, to make the pomp of her appearance more
fupportable, the threw Darknefs and Clouds about her, that tempered the
light into a thoufand beautiful fhadesand colours, and multiplied that luftre,
which was before too {trong and dazling, into a variety of milder glories.

In the mean time the world was:in-an alarm, and all the Inhabitants of
it gathered together upon a fpacious plain; fo that 1 feemed to have all
the Species before my eyes. A voice was heard from the Clouds, decla-
ring the Intention of #his vifit, which was to reftore and appropriate to
every one living what was his due. The Fear and Hope, Joy and Sor-
row, which appeared in that great Aflembly after this folemn. declaration,
are ‘mnot: to- be exprefled. The firlt Edi¢t was then pronounced,
That abl Titles and Claims to Riches and BEftates, or to awy part
of themy [boubd be immediately vefled in the rightful owner. Up-
on this, the Inhabitants of the Karth held up  the inftruments of
their tenure, whether 'in parchment, paper, wax, or.any other form of
conveyance ; and as the Goddefs moved the Mirror of Truth which fhe

: held
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held in her hand, fo that the light which flowed from it fell upon the
multitude, they examined the feveral Inftruments by the Beams of i,
The Rays of this Mirror had a particular quality of fetting fire to all For-
gery and Falthood. The blaze of papers, the melting of feals,and crackling of
parchments, made a very odd fcene. The fire very often ran- through
two or three lines only, and then flopped; though I could not but- ob-
ferve, that the flame chiefly broke out among the Interlineations and Co-
dicils. The light of the Mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced
intv all the dark corners and recefles of the Univerfe, and by that means de-
tected many writings and records which had been hidden or buried' by
time, chance, or defign. ‘This occafioned a wonderful revolution among
the people. At the fame time, the fpoils of extortion, fraud, and robbe-
ry, with all the fruits of bribery and corruption, were thrown together
intoa prodigious pile, that almoft reached to the Clouds, and was called
The Mount of Reflitution; to which all injured perfons were invited, to
receive what belonged to them.

One might {ee crowds of people’ in tattered garments come up;. and
¢hange clothes with others that were dreflfed with lace and embroi-
dery. Several who were Plumbs, or very near it, became men of mo-
derate fortunes; and many others, who were overgrown in wealth and
pofleffions, had no more left than what they ufually fpent. What mo-
ved my concern mofl, was, to fee a certain ftreet of the greateft.credit
in Europe from one end to the other become Bankrupt.

The next command was, for the whole body of mankind to feparate
themfelves into their Proper Families; which was no fooner done, but an
Edi¢t was iffued out, requiring All' Children 7o repair to their True and
Natural Fathers. 'This put a great part of the affembly in motion; for
as the Mirror was moved over them, it infpired every one with: fuch a
natural Inftin&, as dire¢ted them to their Real parents. 1t was a veryme-
lancholy fpeétacle to fee the Fathers of very large families become Child-
lefs, and Batchelors undone by a charge of Sons and' Daughters. You.
might fee 2 prefumptive Heir of ‘a great eftate ask bleffing: of his Coach-
man, and a celebrated Toaft paying her duty toa Falet de Chambre.
- Many under Vows of Celibacy appeared furrounded with a numerous
Iffue. This change of parentage would have caufed great lamentation,
but that the calamity was pretty common; and that generally thofe who
loft their children, had the fatisfaltion of feeing them put into the hands
of their deareft Friends. Men were no fooner fettled intheir Right to

their Pofleflions and their Progeny, but there was a third order proclai-
med,

s
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medy That all the Pofts of Dignity.and Honour in the Univerfe fhould be
conferred on perfons of the greateft Merit, Adbilities and Perfeition. The
Handfome, the Strong, and the Wealthy, immediately prefled forward;
but not being able to bear the fplendor of the Mirror which played upon
their. faces, they immediately fell back among the crowd: Bur as the
Goddefs tried the multitude by her Glafs, as the Fagle does its young
ones by the luftre of the Sun, it was remarkable, that every one turnéd
away his face from it who had not diftinguifhed himfelf either by Vir-
tue, Knowledge or Capacity in bufinefs, either Military or Civil. = This fe=
le@ Aflembly was drawn up in the centre of a prodigious multitude,
which'was diffufed on all fides, and ftood obferving them, as idle people
ufe to gather about a Regiment that are exercifing their arms. ‘They
were drawn up in three bodies: in the firft, were the men of Virtue; in
the fecond, men of Knowledge ; and in the third, the men of Bufinefs,
It was impoflible to look at the firft Column without a fecret venerati-
on, their afpeéis were fo fweetned with Humanity, raifed with-Contem-
plation, emboldened with Refolution, and adorned with the mofl agree-
able Airs, which are thofe that proceed from fecret habits of Virtue, |
could'not but take notice, That there were many faces among them
which were unknown, not only to the multitude, but even to feveral of
their own body.

In the fecond Column, cenfifting of the men of Knowledge, therehad
been great difputes before they fell into the ranks, which they did not
do at laft, without pofitive command of the Goddefs who prefided over
the aflembly. ~She had fo ordered it, that men of the greateft Genius
and ftrongeft Senfe were placed at the Head of the Column: behind thefe,
were {uch as had formed their minds very much on the Thoughts and
Writings of others. In the Rear of the Column, were men who had
more Wit than Senfe, or mote Learmng than Underftanding: - All living
Authors of any value ‘were ranged in one of thefe Clafles; but I muit
confefs, I was very much furprifed to fee a great body of Editors, Cri-
ticks, Commentators, and Grammarians, meet with fo very ill a recep-
tion. They had formed them{elvesiinto a body, and with a great deal
of arrogance demanded the Firft ftation in the Column of Knowledge;
but the Goddefs, inftead of complying with their requefl; clapped them
allinto Liveries,and bid them know themfelyes for no other but Lacqueys
of the learned. ;

The third-Column were men of Bufinefs, and confifting of perfons in
military and civil capacities, The former marched out from the reif,

~Nor. 1L Ft and
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and placed themfelves in the Front, at which the other fhook their heads
at them, but did not think fit to difpute the poft with them. I could
not but make f{everal obfervations upon this laft Column of people; but
I have certain private reafons why I do not think fit to communicate them
to the publick. In order to fill up all the pofts of Honour, Dignity, and
Profit, there was a Draught made out of each Column, of men who were
Mafters of all Three qualifications in fome degree, and were preferred
to {tations of the Firft rank. The fecond draught was made out of fuch
as were poflefled of any Two of the qualifications, who were difpofed
of in ftations of a Second dignity.. Thofe who were left, and were en-
dowed only with One of them, had their fuitable pofts. When this was
over, there remained many places of truft and profit unfilled, for which
there were frefh draughts made out of the furrounding multitude, who
had any appearance of thefe Excellencies, or were recommended by thofe
who poflefled them in reality.

All were furprifed to fee fo many new faces in the moft eminent Dig-
nities; and for my own part, I was very well pleafed to fee thatall my
friends either kept their prefent pofts, or were advanced to higher.

Having filled my paper with thofe particulars of Mankind, I muit .re-
{ferve for another occafion the fequel of ir, which relates to the Fair Sex.

N° 1ov.  Thurfday, December 1. 1709.

----- Pofiguam fregit fubfellia verfi
Efuret intelam Paside nifi vendnt. dgaven. Juv.

From my. own Apartment, November 30.

HE progrefs of my intended account of what happened when
Fuftice vifited mortals, is at prefent interrupted by the obferva-
tion and fenfe of an Injuftice againft which there is no remedy,

even in a kingdom more happy in the care taken of the Liberty and
Property of the Subje, than any other nation upon earth. This Iniquity
1s committed by a moft impregnable fet of mortals, men who are Roglﬁ_ﬂs

wirnin
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