UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 102. Saturday, December 3. 1709.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

NG TOT. T&# ' A O L E-R. 233

I'do not fpeak with relation to any Party ; but it has happened, and
may often fo happen, that men of great Learning and Virtue cannot qua-
lifie themfelves for being employed in Bufinefs, or receiving Preferments.
In this cafe, you cut them off from all Support, if you take from them
the benefit that may arife from their Writings. For my own part, I have
brought my felf to confider things in fo unprejudiced a manner, that I
elteern more a man who can live by the produéts of his Underftanding,
than one ‘who does it by the favour of Great Men.

The zeal of an Author has tranfported me thus far, though I think my
felf as much concerned in the capacity of a Reader. If this pratice goes
on, we muft never expett to fee again a beautiful Edition of a book in
Great Britain.

We have already feen the Memoirs of Sir Willsam Temple publifhed in
the fame character and volume with the Hiftory of Tom Thumb, and the
works of our greateft Poets fhrunk into Peny books and garlands. For
my own part, I expeét to fee my Lucubrations printed on browner paper
than they aré at prefent; and, if the humour continues, muit be forced
to retrench my expenfive way'of living, and not fmoke abeve two Pipes

o day. .
Sir Richard Steele joined inthis Paper.
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' 19/ From' 'my own ‘Apartment, December 3.
A Continuation of the Vifion.

< HE Mile World were difmiffed by the Guddefs of Fuftice, and
I difappeared, ‘when on a fudden the whole'Plain was covered with
Women. Socharming a multitude filled my heart with unfpeak-

able ‘pleafure; and ‘as'the celeftial Light of the Mirror fhone upoir their
factes, feveral of ‘them feemed rather perfons that defcended in the train
of the Goddefs, than fuch'who were brought before her to their Tryal.
‘The ¢lack of Tongues, ‘and confufion of Voices, in this new Aflembly;
was fo Very-grear, that ‘the ‘Goddels was'forced to command Silence feve-
ral times,’ and with‘fome feverity; “before the could make them attentive
- te
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to her Edicls.. They were all fenfible, that the moft important Affair a-
mong W omankind was then to be fettled, which every one knows to be
the point of Place. This had raifed innumerable Difputes among them,
and put-the whole Sex into a tumult.  Every one produced her Claim,
and pleaded her Pretenfions. Birth, Beauty, Wit, or Wealth, were
words that rung in my Ears from all parts of the Plain. $ome boafted of
the Merit of their Husbands; others of their own Power in governing
them. Some pleaded their unfpotted Virginity; others their numeroug
Iifue. Some valued themfelves as they were the Mothers, and others as
they were the Daughters, of Confiderable Perfons. . There was not a
fingle Accomplithment unmentioned, or unpractifed. The whole con-
gregation was full of {inging, dancing, tofling, ogling, fqueaking, {mil-
ing, fighing, fanning, frowning, and all thofe irrefiftible arts which wo:
men put in practice, to captivate the hearts of reafonable creatures. The
Goddefs, to end this difpute; caufed it to be proclaimed, Thaz every
one [bould take place according as fbe was more or lefs Beautiful, This
declaration gave great fatisfaction to the whole Aflembly, which imme-
diately bridled up, and appeared in all its Beauties., Such as believed
themfelves graceful in their motion, found an occafion of falling back,
advancing forward, or making a falfe ftep, that they might fhow their
perfons in the moft becoming air. Such as had fine necks and bofoms,
were wonderfully curious to look over the heads of the multitude, and
obferve the moft diftant parts of the affembly. Several clapped their
hands on their forcheads, as helping their {ight to look upon the glories
that furrounded the Goddefs, but in reality to thow fine hands and arms.
The Ladies were yet better pleafed when they heard, that in the de-
cifion of this great controverfie, each of them fhould be her own
Judge, and take her place according to her own opinion of her felf,
when fhe confulted her Looking-glafs.

The Goddefs then let down the Mirror of Truth in a golden chain,
which appeared larger in proportion as it defcended and approached
nearer to the Eyes of the beholders. It was the particular property of
this Looking-glafs to banifh, all falfe appearances, and {thow people Wwhat
they are., The whole woman was reprefented, without regard to. the
ufual external features, which were made entirely conformable to their
real charaters. In fhort, the moft Accomplifhed (taking in the whole
circle of female perfections) were the moft beautiful; and the moft De-
feétive, the moft deformed. The Goddefs {fo varied the motion of the
Glafs, and placed it in fo many different lights, that each had an oppor-
tunity of feeing her {elf in it. It
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It is impoflible’ to defcribe the Rage, the Pleafure, or Aftonifhment,
that appeared in each face upon its reprefentation in the Mirror: Multi-
tudes {tarted at their own Form, and would have broke the Glafs if they
could have reached it. Many faw their blooming Features wither as they
looked upon them, and their Self-admiration turned into a loathing and.
abhorrence. The Lady who was thoughtdo agreeable in her anger, and
was fo often celebrated for a.woman of fire and fpirit, was frighted at
her own Image, and fancied fhe faw a Fury in the Glafs. The interefted
Miftrefs beheld a Harpy, and the fubte Jilt a Sphinx, I was very much
troubled in my own heart, to fee fuch a deftruction of fine faces; but at
the fame time had the pleafure of feeing feveral improved, which I had
before looked upon as the greateft Mafter-pieces of Nature. I obferved,
that fome few were {o humble as to be furprifed at their own charms ;
and that many a one, who had lived in the retirement and feverity of a
Veftal, thined forth in all the graces and attrations of a Syren. I was
ravithed at the fight of a particular Image in the Mirror, which I think
the moft beautiful Obje& that my-eyes ever beheld. There was {fome-
thing more than humanein her countenance: Her eyeswere fo full of light,.
that: they feemed to beautify every thing they looked upon. Her face
was enlivened with fuch a florid bloom, as did not fo properly {eem the
mark of Health, as of Immortality. Her fhape, her ftature, and her mein,
were fuch as diftinguithed her even there where the whole Fair Sex was.
affembled.

I was impatient to {ee the Lady reprefented by {fo divine an.Image,
whom I found to be the perfon that {tood at my Right hand, and in the
fame point of view with my felf. = This was a little old woman, who in
her prime had been-about five foot high, though at prefent {fhrunk. to
about three quarters of that, meafure,  Her matural afpeét was puckered
up with wrinkles,and her head covered with grey hairs. 1had obferved
all along an innocent chearfulnefs in'her face, which was now heightened
into rapture as the beheld her' {elf in the glafs.. It was an odd’ circum-
ftance in my Dream (but I cannot forbear relating it) I conceived fo
great an inclination towards her, that I had thoughts of difcourfing her
upon the point of marriage, when on a {udden fhe was carried from me;
for the word was now given, that all who;were. pleafed. with their own
Images, thould feparate, and place themfelves at the Head of their Sex.

This detachment was afterwards divided into three Bodies, confifting
of Maids, Wives, and Widows; the Wives being placed in the middle,
with: the Maids on the right, and Widows on.the left; though ir was.

! with
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with difficulty that thefe two laft bodies were hindered: from: falling: in-
to the Centre. This feparation of thofe, who liked their real felves, not
having lefflened the number of the Main Body fo confiderably as it might
have been wifhed, the Goddefs, after having drawn up her Mirror,
thought fit to make new diftinétions among thofe whodid not like the
figure which they faw imiti $he made feveral wholefome E.diéts, which
are flipt out of my mind'; but there were two which dwelt upon mejias
being very extraordinary in their kind, and executed with great feverity,
Their defign was, to make an example of two Extremes in the Female
world; of thofe who are very Severe on the conduct of others, and: of
thofe who are very Regardlefs of their own. The firflt fentence - there-
fore the Goddefs pronounced; was, That all Females addicted to Cenfi-
vionfiefs and Detraction, hould lofe the Vfé of Speech; a punifhment
which would be the moft grievous to the offender, and (what fhould be
the end of all punithments) effectual for rooting out the crime. Upon
this Kdid, which was as foon executéd as publithed, the Noife of the Af
fembly very confiderably abated. It was a melancholy fpe@acle, to fee
fo many who had the reputation of rigid Virtue {truck dumb. - A Lady
who ftood by me, and faw my concern, told me, She wondered how ]
could be concerned for fuch a pack of: I found, by the fhaking of her
head, fhe was going to give me their Charaéters; but by her faying no
more, [ perceived fhe had loft the command of her Tongue. This cala
mity fell very heavy upon that part of women who are diftinguifhed by
the name of Prudes, a courtly word for Female Hypocrites, who have a
fhort way to being virtuous, by fhowing that others are vitious. ' The fe-
cond Sentence was then pronounced againft the Loofe part of the Sex,
That all foould immediately be pregnant, who in any part of their lives
bad ran- the hazard of it.  This produced’a very goodly appearance;and
revealed fo mapy mifconduéts, that made thofe who were lately ftruck
dumb, repine more than ever at their want of utterance, though at the
fame time (as affliGtions feldom come fingle) many of the Mutes were
alfo feized with this new calamity. ‘The Ladies were now in {uch acon-
dition; that they would have wanted room, had net the Plain been large
enough to let them divide their ground, and- extend ‘their Liines on all
fides. Tt was'a fenfible affi&ion to me, to fee fuch'a multitude of Fair
ones either dumb or big-bellied: But T was fomething more at eafe, when
I found that they agreed upon feveral regulations to cover fuch misfor-
tunes. Among others, that it fhould be an eftablithed Maxim in all na=
tions, That a woman’s Firft child might come into ‘the world within 5%

months
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months after her acquaintance with her Husband ; and that Grief might
retard the birth of her laft till Fourteen months after his deceafe. :
This Vifion lafted till my ufual hour of waking, which I did with fome
furprize, to find my felf alone, after having been engaged almoft a whole
night in fo prodigious a multitude. I could not but refle® with won-
der, at the partiality and extravagance of my Vifion; which, according
to my thoughts, has not done Juftice to the Sex. If Virtue in men is more
venerable, it is in women more lovely; which Milton has very finely ex-
prefled in his Paradifé Loff, where Adam, fpeaking of Ewve, after having
afferted hisown Pre-eminence, as being Firft in Creation and internal fa-
culties, breaks out into the following Rapture: ' :

— et when I approach

Her lvelinefs, [6 abfolute fhe féems,

And in ber felf compleat, (o well to know
Her Own, that what [be wills to do, or fay,
Seems wifeft, virtuonfeft, difcreeteft, befl.
Al higher Knowledge in her prefence falls
Degraded. Wifdom, in difcourfé with ber,
Laofes, difcountenanced, and like Folly fhows.
Authority and Reafon on ber wait,

As one intended firfl, not after made
Occafionally : And to confummate. all,
Greatnefs of Mind and Noblene[s their fear
Build in ber lovelieft, and create an awe
About ber, as a guard Angelick placed.
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