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N 103. * Tugfday, Decerber 6. 1709.

emane e nugee feria ducunt
Ii mala, derifiom femel exceptumque finifiré, Hor.

From my own Apartment, December 5.

HERE is nothing gives a mah greater fatisfaction, than the fenfe

I of having difpatched a great deal of Bufinefs, efpecially when it

turns to the publick Emolument, . I' have much pleafure of this

kind upon my {pirits at prefent, occafioned by the fatigue of Affairs

which I went through laft Sazurdgy. Yt is forhe time fince T fet apart

that day for examining the pretenfions of fevetal who had applied to me,

for Canes, Perfpe&ive-glafles, Snuff-boxes, Orange-flower-waters, and

the like Ornaments of Life. Inorder to adjuft this matter, I had before

direGed Charles Lillie of Beauford-buildings to prepare a great bundle
of Blank Licences in the following words:

2o are bereby required to permit the Bearer of this Cane to pafs and
repafs through the ftreets and fuburbs of London, or any place within
ten miles of it, without lett or moleflation; provided that he does not
walk with it under bis Arm, brandifb it in the Air, or bang it on a But-
ton: In which cafe it fball be forfeited; and I bereby declare it forfeited
2o any one wha [ball think it fafe to take it frombim.

: Ifaac Bickerftaffe.

The fame Form, differing only: in the Provifo’s, will {ferve for a Per-
fpective, Snuff-box, or perfumed Handkerchief. I had placed my felf in
my Elbow-chair at the upper end of my great Parlour, having ordered
Charles Lillie to take his place upon a Joint-ftool with a Writing-desk
before him, Fobn Morphew alfo took his {tation at the door; I havings
for his good and faithful fervices, appointed him my Chamber-keeper
wpon Court-days. He let me knoW, That there were a gredt -himber

attend-

!
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attending without.  Upon which, I ordered him to give notice, That I
did not/intend to fit, upon Snufi-boxes that day; but that thofe who ap-
peared for Canes might enter. The firft prefented me with the follow-
ing Petition, which I ordered Mr. Lilie to read,

To Ifaac Bickerflaffe Efq; Cenfor of Great-Britain.
The bumble Petition of Simon Trippit,

Sheweth,

That your Petitioner having been bred up to a Cane from his youth, is
is now become as neceffary to him as any other of his limés.

That a great part of his Bebaviour depending upon it, he [fhould be
reduced to the utmoft neceffities if be fhould lofe the ufe of it.

That the Knocking of iz upon his fboe, Leaning ene leg upon it, or Whifl
ling with it on bis mouth, are fuch great veliefs to bim in converfation,
that be does not know bow to be good company without it.

That he is at prefent engaged. in an Amour, and muff defpair of fuccefs,
- if'it be taken from bim. i

Lonr Petitioner therefore bopes, that (the premiffes tenderly confidered)
gour Worfhip will not deprive him of fo ufeful and fo necefary a fup-

ore,
? And your Petitioner fhall ever, &c.

Upon 'the hearing of his cafe, I was touched with fome compaffion,
and the more fo, when upon obferving him nearer I found he was a
Prig. 1bid him produce his Cane in Court, which he had left at the
door. He did fo, and I finding it to be very curioufly clouded, with a
tranfparent Amber head, and a blue Ribbon to hang upon his wrift, I
mmmediately ordered my Clerk Li//ie to lay it up, and deliver out to him
a plain joint headed with Walnut; and then, in order to wean him from
it by degrees, permitted him to wear it three days in the week, and to
abate proportionably till he found himfelf able to go alone.

The fecond who appeared, came limping into the court: And fettin
forth in his petition many pretences for the ufe of aCane, I caufed them
to.be examined one by one; but finding him in different flories, and
confronting him with {everal witnefles who had feen him walk upright, I
Tordered Mr, Likie to take in his Cane, and rejected his petition as fri-
volous, .
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A third made his entry with great. difficulty, leaning upon a {light
Stick, and in danger of falling every ftep he took. I faw the weaknefs
of his hams ; and hearing that he had married a young wife about a fort-
night before, I bid him leave his' Cane, and gave him a new pair of
Crutches, with which he went off in great vigour and alacrity. 'This
Gentleman was fucceeded by another, who feemed very much pleafed
while his petition was reading, in which he had reprefented, ‘That he
was extremely affli¢ted with the Gout, and fet his foot upon the ground
with the caution and dignity which accompany that diftemper. [ {fufpeci-
ed him for an Impoftor, and having ordered him to be fearched, I com.
mitted him into the hands of Dr. Thomas Smith in King-fireet (my own
Corn-cutter) who attended in an outward room; and wrought fo fpeedy
a cure upon him, that Ithought fit to fend Him alfo away without his
Cane.

While T was thus difpenfing Juftice, I heard a noife in my outward
room; and enquiring what was the occafion of it, my door-keeper told
me, that they had taken up one in the very faét as he was pafling by my
door. They immediately brought in a lively frefh-coloured young man,
who made great refiftance with hand and foot, burt did not offer ro make
ufe of his Cane, which hung upon his fifth Button. Upon examinations
I found him to be an Oxford {cholar, who was juft entered at the Zem=

ple. He at firft difputed. the Jurifdiction of the court; but being driven

out of his little law and logick, he told me very pertly, That he looked
upon {uch a perpendicular creature as man to make a very imperfeé fi-
gure without a Cane in his hand. It is well known (fayshe) we ought,
according to the natural fituation of our bodies, to walk upen our hands
and feet; and that the wifdom of the ancients had defcribed man to be
an Animal of four legs in the morning, two at noon, and three at night;
by which they intimated, that a Cane might. very properly become part
of us' in fome period of life. ~ Upon which I asked him,. Whether he
wore itat his breaft to have it in readinefs when that period fhould ax-
rive? My young lawyer immediately. told me, He had a property in it
and a right to hang it where he pleafed, and to make ufe of it .as he
thoughtfit, provided that he did not break the peace with it: And fus-
ther faid, That he never took it off his, Button, unlefs it were to lift it
up at a Coachman, hold it over the head of a  Drawer,. point out the
Circumf{tances of a flory, or for other fervices of the like narure, that are
all within the laws'of the land. - T'did not care for difcouraging a young.
man, who, I faw, would come to good; and becaufe his heart was fet

upoen:
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upon his new purchafe, I only ordered him to wear it about his Neck,
inftead of hanging it upon his Button, and fo difmiffed him.

There were feveral appeared in court, whofe pretenfions I found to
be very good, and therefore gave many their Licences upon paying their
fees; as many others had their Licences renewed, who required more
time for recovery of their.lamenefs than I had before allowed them.

Having difpatched this fet of my Petitioners; -there came in: a well-
dreffed Man, with a Glafs-tube in one hand, and his Petition in the o-
ther. Upon his entring the room, he threw back the right fide of his
Wig, put forward his right Leg, and advancing the Glafs to his right
Eye, aimed it diretly at me. -In the mean while, to make my ‘obferva-
tions alfo, 1 put on'my Speétacles; in which pofture we furveyed each o-
ther for fome time. | Upon the removal of our Glafles, I defired him to
tead his Petition; which he did very promptly and cafily; though at the
fame time it fec forth, that he could fee nothing diftin¢tly, and was with-
in very few degrees of being utterly blind ; concluding with a prayer,
That he might be permitted to ftrengthen and extend his {ight by a Glafs.
In anfwer to thisy I told him; he might fometitiies extend it to his own
deftruction. = As youware now (faid I) yoware out of the reach of Beau-
tys the fhafts of the fineft Eyes lofe their force before they can come at
you; you cannot diftinguifh a Toaft from an Orange-wench; you can
{ee 2 whole circle of beauty without any interruption  from an imperti-
nent face to difcompofe you. - In fhort, what are fhares for others
My Petitioner would hear no more, but told me very ferioufly, Mr. Bick~
enflaffe,  you quite miftake your Man; it is the Joy, the Pleafure; the
Employment, of my Life, to frequent publick Aflemblies, and gaze up-
on the Fair. Ina word, I found his ufe of a Glafs was occalioned by no
other infirmity but his Vanity, and was not fo much defigned to make him
fee, as to make him be feen and diftinguithed by others. I therefore re-
fufed him a Licence for a Perfpeétive, but allowed him a pair of Specta-
cles, with full permiffion to ufe them in any publick Aflembly as he
thould think fit. He was followed.by fo very few of this order of Men,
that I have reafon to hope this fort of Cheatsare almoft at an end.

The Orange-flower-men appeared next with Petitions, perfumed fo
firongly wich Musk, that I was‘almoft overcome with the fcent; and for
my own fake, was obliged forthwith to licenfe their Handkerchiefs, ef-
pecially when I found they had {weetened them at Char/es Lillig’s, and
that fome of their perfons would not be altogether inoffenfive without
them, & Febu . Morphew, whom I have.madé the General of my Dead Men,
acquainted.
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acquaintedrme, That the Petitioners’ were'rall of that order;: and’ could
produce certificates to.prove it/if I vequired dt. 1 was fo well pleafed
with this way of their embalming themielves, thacI commanded the s
bovefaid Marphew: to give itin orders:to his whole army, ‘That evey
one who did not furrender himfelfup to be difpofed of by the Uphold.
ers, fhould ufe the fame method to keep himfelf fweet during his pre.
{ent {tate 'of putrefaétion.

I finithed my Seffion ‘with great ‘content of mind, reflefting upon the
good I'had done; for however flightly men may regard thefe particulari-
ties and. little follies in drefs and behaviour, they lead to greater Evils,
The bearing to be laughed at forfuch fingularities, teaches us infenfibly
an impertinent fortitude, “and enables us. to bear publick cenfure for
things which more fubitantially deferve -it. By this means they o.
pen a gate to Folly, and oftentimes render a man fo ridiculous, as dif.
eredit his virtues and capacities, and unqualifie them from' doing any
good in the world. Befides, the giving into uncommon habits of this
nature, is a want of ‘that humble deference which: is due to mankind ;
and (what is worft of all) the certain indication of fome fecret flaw in
the mind of the perfon ‘that .commits them. “When' I was a young man,
I remember a Gentleman of great integrity and worth was very remarks
able for wearing a broad Belt, and a Hanger inftead of a fafthionable
Swotd, though in all other points a very well-bred man. I fufpeted
him at firft fight to have fomething wrong in him, but was not able fer
a long while to difcover any collateral proofs of it.. ‘I watched him' nar
rowly for fix and thirty years, when at laft, to the furprize of every body
but my felf, who had long expe&ed to fee the Folly break out, he mar-
ried his own Cook-maid.

Sir Richard Steele joined in this paper,

Sarurday;

|
|
| ]

i




	Seite 226
	Seite 227
	Seite 228
	Seite 229
	Seite 230

