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N° 108.  Saturday, December 17.  1709.

Pronagne cum [peitant animalia cetera tervam,
Os homine Sublime dedzt, celumque tuer:
Fuffit. —— Ovid. Met.

Sheer-Lane; December 16,

~T" is not to be imagined, how great an effect well-difpoféd Lights,
with proper Forms and Orders in Affemblies, have npon {fome tem-
~ pers.. Iam fure I feel it in fo extraordinary a manner, that T cannot
in aday or two get out of my Imagination any very beautiful or difa-
greeable impreflion which I receive on fuch occafions. ' For this reafon,
1 frequently look in at the Play-houfe, in‘order 'to enlarge’ my thoughts,
and: warm my mind with fome new Idea’s, that' may be ferviceable' to
me in. my Lucubrations. .

In this difpofition I entered the Theatre the other day, and placed my
flfin 2 corner of it, very convenient for fe¢ing, without being my {elf
obferved.. I found the Audience hufhed in' a very deep  attention, and
did not queftion but fome noble Tragedy was juft then ‘in its -Crifis, or
that an incident was to be unravelled which would detérmine the fate of
an Hero, While I was in this fifpence, expeéting every moment to fee
my friend Mr, Bezzerton appear in all the Majefty of Diftrefs, to my un-
{peakable amazement, there came up a Mondter ‘with 2 face between his
feets and as I was looking on, he raifed himfelf on one leg ifi fueh a per-
pendicular pofture, that the ‘othér grew in a direét line above his head.
It afterwards twilted it felf into the motions and wreathings “of feveral
different Animals, and after great variety of Shapes and Transformations,
went off the Stage in the figure of anhumane creature. The admiration,
she applaufe, the fatisfaction of the audicnce, during this {trange enter-
taititent, 4s not: to. be exprefled.  Fwas very much out of cdouritenance

forany dear Countrymen, and looked abguc with fomé apprehenfion for
fear
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fear any Forcigner fhould be prefent. Is it poffible (thought I) that hu-
mane nature can_rejoice in its Difgrace, and take pleafure in feeing its
own figure turned to Ridicule; and diftorted- into Forms that raife Hor-
ror and Averfion? There is fomething difingenuous and immoral in the
being able-te bearducha fight. .Men .of elegant and noble minds, are
fhocked at -feeing the characters of perfons who deferve Efteem for their
Virtue, Knowledge, or Services to their country, placed in wrong lights,
and by mifreprefentation made the fubject of Buffoonry. Such a nice ab-
horrence is not indeed to.be found among the vulgar; but methinks it
is wonderful, that thefe who have nothing but the outward figure to di-
ftinguith them.as men, fhould delight*in feeing it abufed, vilified, and
difgraced. ' 5

1 muft confefs, there is nothing that more pleafes me, in all that
[ read in books, or fee among mankind, than fuch paflages as reprefent
humane nature in its proper dighity. As Man is a Creature made up of
different Extiemes, he has fomething in him very great and very mean;
a skilful Artift may draw;an excellent Picture of him. in either views,
The fineft Authors of Antiquity have taken him on the more advanta-
gious fide. | They cultivate the natural Grandeur of the Soul, raife in her
.a generous Ambition, feed her with hopes of Immortality and Perfection,
and doall they can to widen the partition between the Virtuous and the
Vicious, by making the differencé betwixt them as great as betiveen
Gods and Brutes. In fhort, it is impoffible to read a page in Plato, Tk
Jy, and a thoufand other ancient Moralifts, without being ‘a greater and
a better man for it. On the contrary, I could never read any of our
modifh’ Freneh Authors, or thofe of our own country, who are the Imi-
tators and Admirers of that trifling nation, without being for fome time
wout of humour with my felf; and at every thing about me. ~ Their bufi-
nefs is, to depreciate Humane Nature, and confider it under ‘its worltap-
pearances. ‘They give mean Interpretations and bafe Motivesto the wer-
thieft Actions: They refolve Virtue and Vice into Conflitution. In
fhort, they endeavour to make no diftin&ion between man and man, or
between the Species of Men and that of Brutes. Asan Inftance of 'this
kind of Authors, among. many others, let any one examine the ‘celebra-
ted Rochefoucanlt, who is the great Philofopher for adminiftring of con-
folation to the Idle, the Envious, and Worthlefs part of Mankind."

I remember a young Gentleman of moderate Underftanding, but great
Vivacity, who by dipping into many Authors of this nature, had got 4
fittle fmattering of Knowledge, jult enough to make an Atheift or a Free-

: : thinker,
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thinker, but not a Philofophcz or a man of Senfe. With thefe Accom-
plithments, he went to vifit his Father in the country, who was a plain,
rough, honeft man, and wife, though not learned. The Son, who took

all opportunities to thow his Liearning, began to eftablifh a new Religion
in the family, and to enlarge the narrownefs of their country notions; in
which he fucceeded fo well, that’he had {educed the Butler by his Tha-
ble-talk, and ftaggered his eldeft Sifter. The old Gentleman began to
be alarmed at the Schifms thatarofe among his children, but did not yet
believe his Son's: doétrine to be {o pernicious as it really was, 'till one day
talking of his Setting-dog, the Son faid, He did not queflion but Trey
was as Immortal as any one of the family ; ‘and in the heat of the Argu-
ment told his Father, That for his own part, he expected to die iiLe a
Dog. Upon which, the old man ftarting up in a very great pafhon, cri-
ed out, Then, Sirrah, you fhall live like one; and t.ﬂung his Cane in his
hand, cudgelled him out of his Syftem. This had fo good an effeét upon
him, that he took up from that day, fell to reading good books, and is
now a Bencher in the Middle-Temple.

I do not mention this Cudgelling part of the Story with a defign to en-
gage the Secular Arm in matters of this nature; but certainly, if it ever
exerts it felf in affairs of Opinion and Speculation, it ought to do it on
fuch fhallow and defpicable Pretenders to Knowledge, who endeavour to
give man dark and uncomfortable profpeéts of his Being, and deflroy
thofe Principles which are the Support, Happinefs, and Glory, of all puL-
lick focieties, as well as private perfons.

I think it is one of Pythagoras’s Golden Sayings, That @ man ﬂ’ram'd
take care above all things to bave a due refpeit for bimfelf: And it is
certain, that this licentious fort of ‘Authors, who are for depreeiating Man-
kind, endeavoured to difappoint and undo what the moft refined Spirits
have been labouring to advance fince the beginning of the world. The
very defign of Drefs, Good-breeding, outward Ornaments, and Ceremo-’
ny, were to lift up humane Nature, and fet it off to :an advantage; Ar-
chiteGture, Painting, and Statuary, were invented with the fame defign;
as indeed every Art and Science contributes to the embellithment of Life,
and to the wearing off or throwing into fhades the mean and low parts of
our Nature. &Pgetry carries on this great end more than all the reft, as
may be feen in the following paflage, taken out of Sir Francis Bacon's
Advancement of Learning, which gives a truer and better account of this
Art than all the Volumes that were ever written upon it.

Vor. IL. Hh Poetry,
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Poctryy efpecially Heroical, feems to be raifed altogéther from a no-

ble foundation, which makes much for the Dignity of man's nature. Fop.
feeing this fenfible world is in Dignity inferior to the Soul of man, Poefy.

feems to endoww bumawe Nature with that which Hiftory denies; and to

give fatisfaclion to the mind, with at leaft the Shadow of things, where.

the Subflance canuot be had.. For if the matter be throughly confidered,
a [flrong Argument may be drawn from Poef, that a more flately Grear-

nefs of things, a more perfect Order, and a more beautiful Variety, de-

lights the Soul of man, than any way can be found in Nature fince the

Fall. Wherefore feeing the Atls and Events, which are the Subjeéts of

true Hiftory, are not of that amplitude as to content the Mindof man ; Poe-
0 is ready at hand to feign Abls more heroical. Becaufe true Hiffory
reports the fuccefles of Bufinefs not proportionable to the merit of Virtues
and Vices, Poefy corveéls ity and prefents Events and Fartunes accor-
ding to Defert, and according to the law of Providence: Becaufe true
Hiftory, through the frequent fatiety and fomilitude of things, works adi-
Jtafle and mifprifion in the mind of man, Poefy cheareth and refiefbeth
the Souly chanting things rave and warious, and full of viciffitudes. o
as Poefy ferveth and conferreth to Delectation, Magnanimity, and Mova-
lity ; and therefore it may feem defervedly to bave fome participation of
Divinefs, becaufe it doth raife the Mind, and exalt the Spirit with high
Raptures, by proportioning the Shewsof thingstothe Defires of themind;
apd not fubmasting the Mind to things, as Reafom and Hiffory do.  And by
thefe allurements and congruities, whereby it cherifbeth the: Soul of man,
Joined alfo with Confort of Mufick, whereby it may more fiveerly inffuu-
ate it felf; it bath won fich accefs;that it bath been in eftimation even in
rude times, and barbarous nations, when orher learning flood excinded,

But there is nothing which favours ‘and falls in with'this natural Great-
nefs and Dignity of humane Nature fo-much as Religion, which does not
enly promife the entire Refinement of the Mind, but the Glorifying of the
Bedy, and the Immortality of Both.

" L hurfday,
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