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N° 110, Thurfday, December 22. 1709.

meee=Que lucis miferis tam dira cupidy ? Vieg.

Sheer-Lane, December 11.

ed my Clerk Mr. Li/ize to read to the Aflembly (who were ga-
thered together according to motice) a certain Declaration, by
way of charge, to open the purpofe of my Seflion, which tended only
to this explanation, 'That as other Courts were often called to demand
the Execution of perfons Dead in Liaw, fo this was held to give the laft
orders relating to thofe who are Dead in Reafon. The Solicitor of the
new company of Upholders near the Hay-Market appeared in behalf of
that ufeful fociety, and brought in an accufation of a young woman,
who het felf ffood at'the Bar before me. Mr. Lil/ie read her Indiét-
ment; which was in fubftance, That whereas Mrs. Rebecca Pinduft, of
the: Parith of ‘St. Martin in the Fields, had, by the ufe of one inftru-
ment called a’ Looking-glafs, and by the further ufe of certain attire,
made either of Cambrick, Mulflin, or other Linnen wares, upon her head,
attained to fuch an evil art ‘and magical foree inthe motion of her eyes
and tutn of her countenance, that fhe the faid Rebecca had put to death
feveral young men 'of the faid Parifh; and that ithe faid young men had
acknowledged in certain:’ papers, commonly called Love-letters (which
were produced in court, gilded' on the edges, and fealed with a parti-
cular wax, with certain amorous and enchanting words wrought upen
the faid Seals) that they Died for the faid Rebecca: And whereas the faid
Rebecea perfifted in the faid evil ‘practice; this way of life the faid Socie-
ty 'conftrued to be, according to former Ediéts; a State of Death, and
demanded an order for the Interment of the faid Rebecca.
T'looked upon the Maid with.great humanity, and defired her to make

anfwer to' what was f{aid againft her,  She faid, It was indeed 'true, that
Hha ihe

q S foon as I had placed my felf in my Chair of Judicature, I order-
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the had pradtifed all the arts and means fhe could to difpofe of her felf
happily in marriage, but thought fhe did not come under the cenfure
expreffed in my writings for the fame ; and humbly hoped, I would not
condemn her for the ignorance of her Accufers, who, according to their
own words, had rather reprefented her Killing, than Dead. She further
alledged, That the Expreflions mentioned in the papers written to her,
were become meer words, and that fhe had been always ready to marry
any of thofe who faid they Died for her ; but that they made their ef-
cape as foon as they found themfelyes pitied or believed.  She ended
her difcourfe, by defiring I would for the future fettle the meaning of
the words, I die, in Letters of Love.

Mrs. Pinduft behaved her felf with fuch an Air of Innocence, that fhe
eafily gained credit, and was acquitted. Upon which occafion, I gave
it as a {tanding Rule, That any perfons, who in any Letter, Billet, or
Difcourfe, fhould tell a Woman he Died for her, fhould, if fhe pleafed,
be obliged to Live with her, or be immediately Interred upon fuch their
own confeflion, without Bail or Mainprize.

It happened, that the very next who was brought before me was one
of her Admirers, who was indicted upon that very head. A Letter,
which he acknowledged to be his'own hand, was read; in which were
the following words; Cruel Creature, I die for yow. It was obfervable
that he took Snuff all the time his Accufation was reading. I asked him,
How he came to ufe thefe words, if he were not a dead Man? He told
me, He was in love with 'a Lady, and did not know any other way of
telling her fo; and that all his acquaintance took the fame method.
Though 1 was moved with compaflion towards him by reafon of the
weaknefs of his parts, yet for Example’s-fake, I was forced to anfwer,
Your Sentence fhall be a warning to all the reft of your Companions;
not to tell lies for want of wit.: -Upon this, he began to beat his Snuff-
box with'a very fawcy Air; and opening it again, Faith I/zac; faid he,
thou art a very unaccountable old Fellow——Pr’ythee, who gave thee
Power of Life and Death? W hat-a‘pox haft thou to do with Ladies and
Lovers ? 1 fuppofe thou wouldft have a:Man be in company with his
Miitrefs, and fay nothing to her. " Doftithou call breaking a Jeft; tellinga
Lie? Hal! Is that thy Wildom,: old Stiffrump, ha ' He was going on
with this infipid common-plice mirth, fometimes opening his Box, fome-
times fhutting it, then viewing the Picture on the Lid, and then the
workmanfhip of the Hinge, when, in the midft of his Eloquence, I or-
dered lis Box to be takénfrom him; upon which he was immuzﬁatclv
ftruck {peechlefs, and carried off ftone dead. The
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The next who appeared, was a hale old Fellow of fixty.” He was
brought in by his Relations, who defired leave to bury him. Upon fe-
quiring 2 diftin& account of the Prifoner, a credible Witnefs depofed,
That he always rofe at ten of the Clock, played with his Cat till twelve,
{moaked Tebacco till one, was at Dinner till two, ther took another
Pipe, played at Backgammon till fix, talked of ‘one Madam Frances, an
old Miftrefs of his, till eight, repeated the fame account at the Tavern
till ten, then returned home, took the other Pipe, ‘and then 'to'Bed.
I asked him, what he had to fay for himfelf? As to what (faid he) they
mention concerning Madam Frances——1 did not care for hearing a
Canterbury Tale, and therefore thought my felf feafonably interrupted
by a young Gentleman who appeared in the behalf of the old Man, and
prayed an Arreft of Judgment; for'that he the faid young Man held cer-
tain lands by his the faid old Man’s life. - Upon this, the Solicitor of the
Upholders took an oecafion to demand him alfo, and thereupon produced
feveral Evidences that witneffed to his Life and Converfation. It ap-
peared, that each of them divided their hours in ‘matters of equal mo-
ment and importance to themfelves and to the publick. ‘They rofe at
the fame hour's while the old Man was playing with his Cat, the young
one was looking out of his Window ; while the old Man was {fmoaking
his Pipe, the young Man was rubbing his Teeth ; while one was at din-
ner, the other ‘was drefling ; while one was at Backgammon, the ogher
was at dinner;’ while the old Fellow was talking of Maddm Frances,
the youtig ‘oné’was either ‘at Play, or toafting: Women whom he never
converfed with.12 The  only:difference’ was, That thie 'young Man "had
never been good for any thing; the old Man, a Man of worth before
he knew Madam Frances. Upon the whole, 1 ordered them to be both
interred together, with Infcriptions proper to their Charaéters, {ignify-
ing, That the old Man died in the year 1689, and was buried in the
year 1709, And over the young one it was faid, That he departed this
world in the 2¢th year of his Death.

The next Clafs of Criminals, were Authors in Profe and Verfe. Thofe
of them who had produced ‘any flill-born work were immediately dif-
miffed to their Burial, and were followed by others, who, notwithftand-
ing fome fprightly Iffue in their Life-time, had given proofs of their
Death, by fome Pofthumous Children, that bore no refemblance to their
elder Brethren. As for thofe who were the Fathers of a mixed Pro-
geny, provided always they could prove the laft to be a live Child, they

efcaped
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efcaped with- life; but not withoutlofs of limbs; for im this cafe, I was
fatisfied with Ampuration of the Parts which were mortified.

Thefe were followed by a great crowd of fuperannuated Benchers. of
the Inns of Court, Senior Fellows of Colleges, and: defunét Statefmen ;
all whom I ordered to be decimated indiflerently, allowing the reft 5
Reprieve for one year, with a promife of a free Pardon -in eafe of Re-
fufcitation. -

There were {lill great Multitudes to be examined ;. but finding it we-
1y late, I adjourned the Courts; not without the fecret pleafure that]
had done my Duty, and furnifhed out an handfome Execution.

Going out of the Court, I received a Letter, informing me, That in
purfuance of the Edi¢t of Juftice in one of my late Vifions, all thofe of
the Fair Sex began to :appear Pregnant who had rran any hazard of ity as
was manifelt 'by a particular Swelling in the Petticoats of {everal Liadies
in and about this great City. I mufl confefs, I do not attribute the
Rifing of this part of the Drefs to this occafion, yet muft own, that I am
very much difpofed to be offended with fuch a new and unaccountable
Fathion. I fhall however pronounce:nothing upen it, till I have examins
ed all that can be faid for and againft it. © And in the mean time, think
fit to give this notice to the Fair Ladies who are now making up- their
Winter-fuits, that they may abftain from all Drefles of that kind, till
they fhall find what Judgment will be pafled upon them; for it would
very much trouble me; that they fhould put themfelves to-an unnecefla
1y Expence; and-Teould not but think my felf to blame; if I fhould heres
after forbid them ‘the wearing of fuch Garments, when they  have laid
out Money upon them, without having given them any previous Admo-
nitions. .

Sir Richard Steele jorned in this paper.
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