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N° 111.  Saturday, December 24. 1709.

== Procul 0! Procul efe profani / Virg.

Sheer-Lane, December 23.

HE Watchman, who ‘does me particular Honouss, as being the

chief ‘fnan' in the Tane, gave fo very ‘great a thump at my door

laft night, that I awakened at' the knock, and ‘heard my {elf com-
plimented ‘with the ufual Salutation'of, Good Morrow Mr. Bicker{lafle,
Good Morrow my Maflers all. 'The filence and darknefs of the night
difpofed me to be more than ordinarily ferious; and as my attention was
not'drawn'out among exterior 'objefts, by the avocations of fenfe, my
thoughts naturally fell upon my{felf. T'was confidering, amidft the fiilnefs of
of the night, What was the proper employment of ‘a Thinking being?
What were the Perfe&ions it thould propofe to it felf? And, What the
End it fhould aimat? My Mind is of fuch a particular Caft, that ‘the fal-
ling (of a fhower of rain, or the whiftling of wind, at fuch a time, is apt
to fill my' thoughts with fomething awful'and folemn. ' T was in this dif-
pofiton, when our Bellman began his ‘midnight Homily' (which he has
been'repeating to us every winter night for thefe twenty years) with the
ufual Exordium.

Oh! mortal Man, thon that art boyn in Sin!

Sentiments ‘of this nature, which are in themfelves juft'and reafonable,
however debafed by the cireumftances that accompany them, do not fail
10 produce- their ‘natural effect in a mind that is' not'perverted and depra-
ved by wrong notions of Gallantry, Politenefs, and Ridicule. ~‘The tem-
per which Fnow found my felf in, as well as the time of the year, put
mein mind of thofe lines in ShakePearywherein; according to his agree-
able wildnefs of Imaginatton, he has'wroughta country T'radition into 2
beautiful piece of Poetry. In'the ‘Tragedy of Hanmlery where the Ghoft
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vanifhes upon the Cock’s crowing, he takes occafion to mention its crow-
ing all hours of the night about Chriftmas time, and to infinuate a kind
of religious veneration for that feafon.

It faded on the crow:ng of the Cock.

Some [(ay, That ever 'gainft that [eafon comes
Wherein our Saviour's Birth is celebrated,

The Bird of Dawning fingeth all night long s
And then, fay they, no Spirit dares walk abroad:
The nights are wholfom, then no Planets [firike,
No Fairy takes, no Witch has power to charm;
8o hallowed, and (6 gracious is the time.

This admirable Author, as well as the beft and greateft men of all ages,
and of all nations, feems to have had his mind throughly feafoned with
Religion, as is evident by many paffages in his plays, that would not be
fuffered by a modern audience; and are therefore certain Inftances,
that the age he lived in had a much greater fenfe of Virtue than the
prefent. - ' , .

It is indeed a melancholy refletion to confider, That the Britifb na-
tion, which is now at a greater, height of glory for its Councils and
Congquefts than it ever was before, fhould diftinguifh it felf by a certain
Loofenefs of Principles, and afalling off from thofe Schemes of ‘Think
ing, which conduce to the happinefs and perfection of humane nature,
This evil comes upon us from the works of a few folemn Blockheads,
that meet together with the zeal and ferioufnefs of Apofitles, to extirpate
common fenfe, and propagate Infidelity. Thefe are the wretches, who,
without any fhow of Wit, Learning, or-Reafon, publifh their crude
conceptions with the ambition of appearing more wife than the reft of man-
kind, upon no other pretence, than that of diffenting from them. One
gets by heart a Catalogue of Title Pages and Editions; and immediate-
ly to become confpicuous, declares that he is an Unbeliever. Another
knows how to write a Receipt, or cut up a Dog, and. forthwith argues
againit the Immortality of the Soul. I have known many.a little Wit in
the oftentation of his parts, rally the truth of the Scripture, who was
not able to read a chapter in it. Thefe poor wretches talk Blafphemy
for want of difcourfe, and are rather the objeéts of Scorn or Pity, than
of our Indignation; but the grave Difputant, that reads, and. writes, and
{pends all his time in convincing himfelf and the world that he is no bet-
ter thana Brute, ought to be whipped out of a Government; as a Blot
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toa civil Séciety, and a Defamer: of Mankind. I love to confider an
Infidel, whether diftinguithed by the title of Deift, Atheift, or Free-
thinker, in three different lights, in his Solitudes, his Affli¢tions, and
his lait Moments.

A wife man, that lives up to the principles of Reafon and Virtue, if one
.confiders him in his Solitude, as taking in the Syftem of the Univerfe, ob-
ferving the mutual dependance and harmony, by which the whole frame
of it hangs together, beating down his Paflions, or fwelling his thoughts
with magnificent Idea’s'of Providence, makes a nobler figure in the eye
of an intelligent being, than the greateft Conqueror amidit the pomps
and folemnities ofia Triumph. = On the contrary, there is not a more 1i-
diculous animal than an Atheift in his Retirement. His Mind is incapable
of Rapture or Elevation: He can only:-confider himf{elf as an infignificant
Figure in a Landskip, and wandring up.and down in a Field or a Mea-
dow, under the fame terms as the meaneft Animals about him, and as
fubject to as total a Mortality as they, with this aggravation, That he is
the'only one amongit them who lies under the Apprehenfion of it.

In Diftreffes, he muft be of all creatures the moft helplefs and forlorn ;
he feels the whele preflure of a prefent calamity, without being relieved
by the memory of any.thing that is pafled, or the profpett of any thing
that is to come. Annihilation is the greatelt Blefling that he propofes
to himfelf, and an Halter or a Piftol the only Refuge he ‘can fly to. But
if you would beheld one.of thefe gloomy Mifcreants in his pooreft fi-
gure, you muit confider him under the terrors, or at the approach, of
Death.

About thirty years ago I was a fhipboard with one of thefe Vermin,
when there arofe a brisk Gale, which could frighten no body but him-
felf. ‘Upon ‘the rowling of the Ship he fell upon his knees, and confefled
to the *Chaplain, that he had been a vile Atheift, and had denied a Su-
preme Being ever fince he came to his Eftate, The good man was afto-
nifhed, and a report immediately ran through the fhip, That there was
an Atheift upon the Upper-deck. Several of the common Seamen, who
had never heard the word before, thought it had beenfome ‘firange
Fifh; but they were more furprized when they faw it was a Man, and
heard out of his own mouth, That he never believed till that day that
there was a God. As helay in the agonies of Confeflion, one of the he-
neft Tarrs whifpered to the Boatfwain, That it would be a good deed
to heave him over board. But we were now within fight of Port, when
of a fudden the wind fell, and the Penitent relapfed, begging all of us
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that were prefent, as we were Gentlemen, not'to fay any thing of what
had pafled.

He had not been afhiore above two days, when one of the company
began to rally him upon his Devotion on Shipboard, which the other de.
nied in fo high terms, that it produced the Lie on both'fides, and ended
ina Duel. The Atheift was run through’the body, and 'after fome lofs
of blood became as good 4 Chriftian as he was at Sea; till he found that
his wound was not mortal. He is at prefent one of the Free-thinkers
of the Age, and now writing a Pamphlet againit feveral received opini-
ons concerning the Exiftence of Fairies.

As I have taken upon me to cenfure the faults of the age, and coun-
try which I five in, I fhould have thought my felf inexcufable tohave paf-
fed over this crying one, which 1s the fubje& of my prefent difcoutfe.
I fhall therefore from time fo time give my countrymen particular cau-
tions againit this diftemper of the mind, that is almoft become fafhionable,
and by that means more likely to fpread.” I have fomewhere either read
or heard a very memorable fentence, That a fan would bea moft in-
fupportable Moniter, fhould be have the faults ‘that are incident to' his
Years, Conflitution, Profeffion, Family, Religion, ‘Age, and 'Country;
and yet every man is in danger of them all. For 'this realon, as T am an
Old man,I take particular care to avoid being Covetous, and telling long
flories: As I am Cholerick, I forbear not only Swearing, but-all Interje-
&ions of Fretting, as Pugh! Pifh! and the like. = As I am a Layman,l
cefolve not to conceive an averfion fora wife and good man, becaufe s
Coat is of a different colour from mine. AsIam defcended of the an-
cient family of the Bickerffaffes, 1 never-call a man 'of Merit an ‘Upflart.
As a Proteftant, I do not fufler my zeal fofar to'tranfport me; as to name
the Pope and the Devil together.” As T am falleninto this degenerate
age, 1 guard my felf particularly againft the'folly'1 have been now fpeak-
ing of. And as I'am an Englifbman, 1 am very cautious not to hate 2
Stranger, or defpife a poor Palatine.

Sir Richard Steele afliffed in this paper.
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