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The variety of Images in this paflage is infinitely pleafing, and the
recapitulation of each particalar Image, with a little varying of the Fx-
preflion, makes one of the fineft Turns of Words that I have ever feen :
Which I rather mention, becaufe Mr. Dryden has faid in his Preface to
Fuvenaly That he could meet with no Turn of Words in Milzen.

It may further be obierved, T'hat though the fweetnefs of thefe Verfes
has fomething in it of a Paftoral, yet it excels the ordinary kind, as much
as the Scene of it is above an ordinary Field or Meadow. [ might here,
fince I am accidentally led into this fubje@, thow feveral paffagesin MiL
ton that have as excellent turns of this nature, as any of our Euglifh
Poets whatfoever; but fhall only mention that which follows, in which
he defcribes the fallen Angels engaged in the intricate difputes of Pre-
deflination, Free-will, and Fore-knowledge; and to humour the Per-
plexity, makes a kind of Labyrinth in the very words that defcribe it.

Otbers apart fat on a bill retir'd,

In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’'d high

Of Providence, Fore-knowledge, Will and Fate,
Fix'd Fate, Free-will, Fore-knowledge abfolute,
And found wo end in wand'ring Mazes loff,

Sir Richard Steele affiffed in this paper.

N° 116.  Thurfday, Fanuary 5. 1709. ;

------ Pars minima eff ipfa puella fis. Ovid.

Sheer-Lane, Fanuary 4.

HE Court being. prepared for proceeding on the caufe of the
Petticoat, 1 gave orders to bring in a Criminal who was taken

up as the went out of the Puppet-fhow about three nights ago,

and was now flanding in the fireet with a great concourfe of people a-
bout her. ‘Word was brought me, that fhe had ‘endeavoured twice or
thrice to' come in, but could not o it by reafon of her Petticoat, which
was




N° 116. T be I A K_EDE R 247

was too large for the Entrance of my. houfe, though I had ordered both
the Folding-doors to be thrown open for its reception. Upen this, I
defired the Jury of Matrons, who ftood at my right hand, to inform
themfelves of her condition, and know whether there were any private
reafons why fhe might not make her appearance feparate from her Pet-
ticoat. This was managed with great difcretion, and had {uch an effect,
that upon the return of the Verdi&t from the Bench of Matrons, I iffued
out an Order forthwith, That the Criminal fhould be ftripped of her in-
cumbrances, till fhe became little enough to enter my houfe. I had be-
fore given direétions for an Engine of fevera] legs, that could contraét
or open it felf like the top of an Umbrello, in order to place the Petti-
coat upon it, by which meansI might take a leifurely furvey of it, asic
fhould appear in its proper Dimenfions. = This was all done accordingly ;
and forthwith, upon the clofing of the Engine, the Petticoat was brought
into Court. I then dire&ed the Machine to be fet upon the table, and
dilated in fuch a manner as-to fthow the Garment in, its utmoft Circum-
ference; but my great Hall was too narrow for the Experiment; for be-
fore it-was half unfolded, it defcribed fo immoderate a Circle, that the
lower part of it brufhed upon my face as I fate in my Chair of Judica-
ture. 1 then enquired for the Perfon that belonged to the Perticoat;
and to my great furprize, was digeéted to a very beautiful young Damfel,
with {o.pretty a Face and Shape, that I bid her come out;of the crowd,
and feated her upon a little. Crock at my left hand. ¢ My pretty Maid
« (faid I) do you own your felf to have been the Inhabitant of the Gar-
“ ment before us? The Girl I found had good Senfe, and told me with
a Smile, That notwithftanding it was her own Petticoat, the fhould be
very. glad tofee an Example made of it; andthatthe wore it for no other
realon, but that the bad a mind to loek as big and burly as other perfons
of her Quality; That fhe had Kept out of it as long as the could, and till
fhe began to appear little in the reyes of all ‘her Acquaintance ; That if
fhe laid it afide, people would think fhe was not made like other women,
[ always give great, allowances to the Fair Sex upon account of the
Fafhion, and therefore was not difpleafed with the defence of the pretty
Criminal. I then ordered the Veft which ftood before us to be drawn
up by a Pully to the top of my great Hall, and afterwards to be {pread
open by the Engine it was placed upon; in;fuch a manner, that it formed
a very {plendid and ample Canopy over our heads, and covered the whole
Court of Judicature with a kind of -Silken Rotunda, in its form not un-
like the Gupolaof St. Pawd’s; I entered upon the wheole Caufe with great
fatisfation as I fate under the fhgdow of it. The
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The Council for the Petticoat was now - called in, and ordered to pro-
duce what they had to fay againft the “popular cry which was raifed
againit it. 'l‘hb}J anfwered the Objections with great ftrength and foli-
dity of argument, and expatiated in very florid harangues, which they
did not fail to fet off and furbelow (if I may be allowed the metapher)
with many periodical fentences and turns of oratory. “T'he chief
arguments for their Client were taken, fitfl, from the great benefit that
might arife to our Woollen Manufaétury from this invention, which was
calculated asfollows: The common Petticoat has not above four yardsin the
Circumference ; whereas this over ‘'our heads had ‘more in the Semi-dia-
meter; fo that by allowing it twenty-four yatds in the Circumference,
the five Millions of Woollen Petticoats, which according to Sir #7ilii-
am Petty (fuppofing what -ought to be fuppofed in a well-governed State,
that all: Petticoats are made of that Stuff,) would amount to thirey Milli-
ons of thofe of theancient Mode. A prodigiousimprovement of theW oal-
len trade! and what could not fail to fink the power of Franceina few years,

To introduce the fecond Argument, they begged leave to read a Pe-
tition of the Rope-makers, wherein it was reprefented, That the demand
for Cords, and the price of them, were much rifen fince this Fafhion
came up. At this, il the Company who were prefent lifted up their
eyes into the Vault; and T muft confefs,vwe did difcover - many Traces
of Cordage which were interwoven in the Stiffening of the Drapery.

A third Argument was founded upon a Petition of the Greenland
trade, which likewife reprefented the great confumption of Whale-bone
which would be occafioned by the prefent Fathion, and the benefit which
would thereby -accrue to that branch of the Britifh trade.

To conclude, they gently touched upon the weight and unweildinefsof
the garment, which they infinuated: might be ‘of great ufe to ‘preferve
the Honour of Families.

Thefe Arguments would have wrought very much upon nie, (asIthen
told the company in a long and- claborate difcourfe) had I not confi-
dered the great and additional expence which fuch Fafhions would bring
upon Fathers and Husbands ; and therefore by no'means to be thought
of till fome years after ‘a*Peace. I further urged, That it would be 2
prejudice “to“ the Ladies themfelves, who could never expeét to
have any ‘money in the Pocket, if they laid -out {fo much on the Petti-
coat. ‘To this ['added, the great Temptation it might give to Virgins, of
-acting in Security like married women, and by that means give a check

%0 Matrimony, an Inftitution always encouraged by wife Societies.
- At
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At the fame time, in anfwer to the feveral Petitions produced on that
fide, I fhewed one fubfcribed by the Women of feveral perfons of Qua-
lity, humbly fetting forth, That fince the introduétion of this mode, their
refpective Ladies had (infiead of beftowing on them their Caft-gowns)
cut them into fhreds, and mixed them with the cordage and buckram,
to compleat the {liffening of their Under-petticoats. For which, and
fundry other reafons, I pronounced the Petticoat a Forfeiture: But to
fhew that I did not make that judgment for the fake of filthy lucre, I
ordered it to be folded up, and fent it as a prefent to a Widow-gentle-
woman, who has Five Daughters, defiring fhe would make each of them
a Petticoat out of it, and fend me back the remainder, which I defign to
cut into Stomachers, Caps, Facings of my waftcoat-fleeves, and other
garnitures {uitable to my Age and Quality.

I would not be underitood, that (while I difcard this monflrous inven-
tion) I am an enemy to the proper ornaments of the Fair Sex. On the
contrary, as the hand of Nature has poured on them fuch a profufion of
Charms and Graces, and fent them into the world more amiable and fi-
nithed than the reft of her works; fo I would have them beftow upon
themfelves all the additional Beauties that Art can fupply them with, pro-
vided it does not interfere .with, difguife, or pervert, thofe of Nature.

I confider Woman as a beautiful Romantick Animal, that may be ador-
ned with Furs and Feathers, Pearls and Diamonds, Ores and Silks. The
Lyox fhall caft its skin at her feet to make her a Tippet; the Peacock,
Parrat, and Swan, thall pay contributions to her Muff; the Sea fhall be
fearched for Shells, and the Rocks for Gems; and every part of Nature
furnifh out its fhare towards the embellithment of a Creature that is the
moft confummate work of it. All this 1 fhall indulge them in; but as
for the Petticoat I have been fpeaking of, I neither can, nor will allow it,

Vor. 1L Kk Saturday,
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