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N 119.  Thurfday, Faunuary 12. 1709.

In tenu: laboy.——eeeesem Virg.

Sheer-Lane, January 11.

Have lately applied my feif with much fatisfaction to the curious

Difcoveries that have been made by the help of Microfcopes, as they

are related by Authors of our own and other Nations. There isa
great deal of pleafure in prying into this World of Wonders, which Na-
ture has laid out of fight, and {eems induftrious to conceal from us. Phi-
lofophy had ranged over all the Vifible creation, and began to want ob-
jeéts for her enquiries, when the prefent age, by the invention of Glafles,
opened a new and,inexhauftible Magazine of Rarities, more’ wonderfil
* and amazing than any of thofe which aftonifhed our Forefathers. T was
yefterday amufing my felf with Speeulations of this kind, and refleting
upon Myriads of Animals that fivim in thofe little Seas of Juices that are
contained in the feveral Veflels of an humane Body. While my Mind
was thus filled with that fecret wonder and delight, I could not but
look upon my felf as in an A& of Devotion, and am very well pleafed
with the thought of the great Heathen Anatomift, who calls his defcrip-
tion of the parts of an humane Body, 4n Hymn to the Supreme Being,
The reading of the day produced in my Imagination an agreeable Morn-
ing’s Dream, if I may call it fuch; for I am flill in doubt, whether it
pafled in my fleeping or waking thoughts. However it was, I fancied
that my good Genius ftood at my bed’s-head, and entertained me with
the following Difcourfe; for upon my rifing, it dwelt fo {trongly upon
me, that I writ down the fubftance of it, if not the very words.

If (faid he) you can be fo tranfpotted with thofe Produétions of Na-
ture which are difcovered to You by thofe Artificial eyes that are the
works of humane Invention, how great will your furprize be, when you
fhall have it in your power to model your Own eye as you pleafe, and

adapt
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adapt it to the bulk of objeéts, which, with all thefe helps, are by infi-
nite degrees too minute for your perception. We who are unbodied
Spirits, can fharpen our fight to what degree we think fit, and make the
leaft work of the Creation diftinét and vifible. This: gives us fuch Idea’s
as cannot poflibly enter into your prefent Conceptions. There is not the
leaft Particle of Matter which may not furnith one of us fufficient Employ-
ment for a whole Eternity. We can flill divide it, and flill open it, and
ftill difcover new Wonders of Providence, as we look into the dif-
ferent Texture of its parts,and meet with beds of Vegetables, Mineral
and Metallick Mixtures, and feveral kinds of Animals that lie hid, and
as it were loft in fuch an endlels Fund of Matter. [find you are fur-
prifed at this difcourfe; but as your Reafon tells you there are in-
finite: parts in the fmalleft portion of matter, it will likewife con-
vince you, that there is as great a variety of fecrets, and as much
room for difcoveries, in a particle no bigger than the point of a pin, as
in the globe of the whole earth. Your Microfcopes bring to fight fhoals
of living Creatures in afpoonful of Vinegar; but we, who can diftinguifh
them in their different magnitudes, fee among them feveral huge Levia-
thans, that terrify the little Fry of Animals about them, and take their
paftime as in an Ocean, or the great Deep. I could not but fmile at this
part of his relation, and told him; I doubted not but he could give me
the hiftory of feverable invifible Giants, accompanied with their refpe-
tive Dwarfs, in cafe that any of thefe little Beings are of an humane fhape.
You may affure your felf (faid he) that we fee in thefe little Animals dif-
ferent Natures, Inftinéts and Modes of life, which correfpond to what'
you obferve in Creatures of bigger dimenfions. We defcry millions of
Species fubfifted on a green Leaf, which your Glafles reprefent only in
crowds and fwarms. What appears to your eye but as Hair or Down ri-
fing on the furface of it, we find to be Woods and Forrefts, inhabited by
Beafls of Prey, that are as dreadful in thofe their haunts, as Lions and
Tigers in the deferts of Libya. T was much delighted with his dif-
courfe, and could not forbear telling him, that I fhould be wonderfully
pleafed to fee a natural Hiftory of Imperceptibles, containinga true ac-
count of fuch Vegetables and Animals as grow and live out of fight,
Such Difquifitions (anfwered he) are very fuitable to reafonable Creatures s
and you may be fure, there are many curious Spirits amongft us who em-
ploy themfelves in fuch amufements. For as our hands, and all our fen-
. fes, may be formed to what degree of flrength and delicacy we pleafe,
In the fame manner as our fight, we can make what experiments we are
inclined
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inclined to, how fmall foever the matter be in which we make them, I
have been prefent at the diffection of a Mite, and have feen the Skele-
ton of a Flea. I have been thown a Forreft of numberlefs trees, which
has been picked out of an Acorn. Your Microfcope can thow you init
a compleat Oak in miniature; and could you fuit all your Organs as we
do, you might pluck an Acorn from this little Oak, which contains ano-
ther tree; and {o proceed from tree to tree, as long as you would think
fit to continue your difquifitions. It is almoft impoffible (added he) to
talk of things fo remote from common life, and the ordinary notions
which Mankind reeeive from blunt and grofs organs of Senfe, without
appearing extravagant and ridiculous. You have often feen a Dog ope-
ned, to obferve the Circulation of the blood, or make any other ufeful
enquiry; and yet would be tempted to laugh if I fhould tell you, thata
circle of much greater Philofophers than any of the Royal Society, were
prefent at the cutting up of one of thofe little Animals which we find
in the Blue of a plumb; that it was tyed down alive before them; and
that they obferved the palpitations of the Heart, the courfe of the Blood,
the working of the Mufcles, and the convulfions in the feveral Limbs
with great accuracy and improvément. I muft confefs, faid I, for my
own part, I go along with you in all your difcoveries with great pleafure;
but it is certain, they are too fine for the grofs of mankind, who ate
more {truck with the defcription of every thing that is great and bulky.
Accordingly we find the beft judge of humane Nature fetting forth his
wifdom, not in theformation of thefe Minute Animals, (though indeed
no lefs wonderful than the other) but in that of the Levzathan and Be-
bemoth, the Horfe and the Crocodile. Your obfervation (faid he) is very
juft; and I muft acknowledge for my own part, that although it is with
much delightthat I fee the traces of Providence in thefe inftances, I fll
take greater pleafure in confidering the works of the Creation in theirlm-
menfity, than intheir Minutenefs. For thisreafon, I rejoice when 1 ftrength-
en my fight fo as to make it pierce into the moft remote fpaces, and takea
view of thofe heavenly bodies which lie out of the reach of humane
eyes though affifted by Telefcopes. What you look upen as one confu-
fed White in the Milky-way, appears to me a long trac of Heavens, di-
{tinguifhed by Stars that are ranged in proper figures and conflellations.
While you are admiring the Sky in a ftarry night, I am entertained with
a variety of Worlds and Suns placed one above another, and rifing up t0
{uch an immenfe diftance, that no created eye can fee an end of them.

The
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The latter part of his difcourfe flung me into fuch an aftonithment,
that he had been filent for fome time before I took notice of it; when
on a fudden I flarted up and drew my curtains, to look if any one was
near me, but {faw no-body, and cannot tell to this moment, whether it
was my good Genius or a Dream that left me.

N° 120.  Saturday, Fanuary 14. 1709,

— Velut filvis, ubi palfim
Palantes ervor certo de tramite pellis ;
lile finiftrorfim, hic dextorfum abis. Hor.

Sheer-Lane, January 13.

Set of men, my thoughts were laft night employed on the contempla-

tion of humane life in general; and truly it appears to me, that the
whole Species are hurried on by the fame defires, and engaged in the
fame purfuits,according tothe different ftages and divifions of Life. Youth
is devoted to Luft, Middle-age to Ambition, Old age to Avarice. Thefe
are the three general motives and principles of aftion both in good and
bad men; though it muft be acknowledged, that they change their names,
and refine their natures, according to the temper of the perfon whom
they direét and animate, For with the Good, Luft becomes Virtuous
Love; ' Ambition, true Honour; and Avarice; the Care of pofterity.
This fcheme of thought amufed me very agreeably till I retired to reft,
and afterwards formed it felf into a pleafing and regular Vifion, which I
fhall deferibe in all its circumftances, as the objecis prefented themfelves,
whether in a ferious or ridiculous manner.

I dreamed that I was in a Wood, of fo prodigious an extent, and cut
into fuch 2 variety of walks and allies, that all Mankind were loft and
bewildered in it.  After having wandered up and down fome time, I
came into the Centre of it, which opened into 2 wide Plain, filled with

Vo, IL A L1 multi-

IN{tead of confidering any particular Paflion or Chara&er in any one
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