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therefore bid them look upon themfelves as no better than a kind of
Allaffins and Murderers within the law. However, fince they had dealt
{o clearly with me, and laid before me their whole practice, I difmiffed
them for that time; with a particular requeft, That they would not poi-
fon any of my friends and acquaintance; and take. to fome honeft liveli-
hood without lofs of time.

For my own part, I have refolved hereafter to be very careful in my
liquors, and have agreed with a friend of mine in the army, upon their
next march, to fecure me two hogiheads of the beft Stomach-wine in
the cellars of Ferfailles, for the good of my lucubrations, and the com-
fort of my old age.

N° 133.  Tuefday, February 14. 1709.

Dum tacent, clamant. Tull.

Sheey-Lane, February 13.

noble and moft expreflive Eloquence, and is on many occafions the
indication of a Great Mind. Several Authors have treated of Si-
lence as a part of duty and difcretion, but none of them have confide-
red-it in this light. . Homer compares the noife and clamour of the T7o-
jans advancing rowards the enemy, .to the cackling of cranes when they
invade an army of pygmies. On the contrary, he makes his countrymen
and favourites, the Greeks, move forward in a regular determined march,
and in:the depth of filence. I find in the accounts which are given us
of fome :of the more Eaffern nations, where the inhabitants are difpofed
by their conflitutions and climates to higher {trains of thought, and
more elevated raptures than what we feel in the Norzhern regions of the.
world, that Silence is a religious exercife among them. For when their pub-
lick devotions are in the greateft fervour, and their hearts lifted up as high
as words can raife them, there are certain fufpenfions of found and mo-
tion for a time, in which the mind is left to it {elf, and fuppofed to {well
with

SILENGE is fometimes more fignificant and {ublime than the moft
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with fuch feeret conceptions as are too big for utterance. I have my
felf been wonderfully delighted with a mafter-piece of mufick, when in
the very tumult and ferment of their harmony, all the voices and inftru-
ments have flopped fhort on a fudden, and after a little paufe recovered
themfelves again as it were, and renewed the concert in all its parts,
Methoughts this fhort interval of filence has had more mufick in it than
any the fame fpace of time before or after it. There are two inftanceg
of Silence in the two greateft Poets that ever wrote, which have fome-
thing in them as fublime as any of the {peeches in their whole works
The firft is that of Ajax, in the eleventl book of the Odyf. ‘U.{yﬁs;
who had been the Rival of this Great man in his life, as well as the oc-
cafion of his-death, upon meeting his Shade in the region of departed
Heroes, makes his fubmiflion to him with an humility next to adoration,
which the other pafles over with dumb fullen majeity, and fuch a filence,
as (to ufe the words of Longinus) had more greatnefs in it than any thing
he could have {poken.

The next inftance I fhall mention is in F#rgi/, where the Poet, doubt-
lefs, imitates this fitence of Ajzx in that of Dide; though I do not know
that any of his commentators have taken notice of it. &neas finding a-
mong the fhades of defpairing Lovers, the Ghoft of her who had lately
died for him, with the wound ftill frefh upon her, addrefles himfelf to
her with expanded arms, floods of tears, and the moft paflionate profef-
{ions of his own innocence as to what had happened; -all which D:db re-
ceives with the dignity and difdain of a refenting Lover, and an injured
Queen; and is fo far from vouchfafing him an anfwer, that fthe does not
give him a fingle look. The Poet reprefents her as turning away her
face from him while he fpoke to her; andafter having kept her eyes for
fom rime upon the ground, as one that heard and contemned his pro-
teftations, flying from him into the grove of Myrtle, and into the arms
of Another, whofe fidelity had deferved her love.

I have often thought our writers of Tragedy have been very defective
in this particular, and that they might have given great beauty to: their
worlts, by certain ftops and paufes in the reprefentation of fuch: paffions,
as it is not in the power of language to exprefs. T'here is fomething like
this in the laft aé&t of Penice Preferved, where Pierre is brought to an
infamous execution, and begs of his'friend, ‘as a reparation for paft inju-
ries, and the only favour he could do him, to'refcue him from the igno-
miny of the Wheel, by ftabbing him. = As he is going to-make this dread-
ful requeft, he is not able to'communicate it; ‘but withdraws ‘his face

from




N°133.' Fher T AT Ii ER 2709

from his friend’s ear, and burts into tears. The melancholy filence that
follows hereupon, and continues till he has recovered himfelf enough to
reveal his mind to his friend, raifes in the {peétators a grief that is inex-
preffible, and an Idea of fuch a complicated diftrefs in the Adtor as words
cannot utter. It would look as ridiculous to many Readers to give rules
and dire&ions for proper Silences, as for Penning a Whifper: But it is
certain, that in the extremity of molt paflions, particularly Surprize, Ad-
miration, Aftonilhment, nay, Rage it {elf, there is nothing more graceful
than to fee the Play ftand for a few moments, and the Audience fixed
in an agreeable fufpence during the Silence of a skilful Aéor.

. But Silence never fhows it felf to fo great an advantage, as when it is
made the reply to calumny and defamation, provided that we give no
juft occalion for them. We might produce an example of it in the be-
haviour of one in whom it appeared in all its Majelty, and one whofe
filence, as well as his perfon, was altogether Divine. When one confi-
ders this fubjeét only in its Sublimity, this great Inftance could not but
occur to me; and fince T only make ufe of it to fhow the higheft exam-
ple of it, | hope I donot offend in it "L'o forbear replying to an unjuft
reproach, and overlook it with a generous, or (if poffible) with an entire
neglect of it, is one of the moft heroick afts of a Great Mind. And I
muft confefs, when I refleét upon the behaviour of fome of the greateft
men of Antiquity; I do not fo much admire them that they deferved the
praife of the whole age they lived in, as becaufc they contemned the
envy and detration of ir.

All that is incumbent on a man of Worth, who fuffers under fo ill a
treatment, is to lie by for fome time in filence and obfcurity, till the preju-
dice of the times be over, and his reputation cleared. 1 have often read
with a great deal of pleafure a Legacy of the famous Lord Bacon, one
of the greateft Genius’s that our own or any country has produced ; Af-
ter having bequeathed his Soul, Body, and Eftate, in the ufual form, he -
adds, ¢« My Name and Memory I leave to foreign Nations, and to my
“ Countrymen, after {fome time be paffed over.

At the fame time that I recommend this Philofophy to others, I muft
confefs, I am fo poor a Proficient in it my felf, that if in the courfe of
my Lucubrations it happens, as it has done more than once, that my pa-
per is duller than in confcience it ought to be, I think the time an age
till I have an opportunity of putting out another, and growing famous
4gain, for two days.
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I muft not clofemy difcorufe upon Silence; withoutinfortiing my Real
der; that | have by ‘mean elaborate Treatife on' the Apoffipefis called an
Et cetera, it being a Figure much ufed by fome learned Authors, and
particularly by the great Lit¢leton, who, as my Lord Chief Jaftice Goks

.obferves, had a moft admirable Talent at an &e.

N° 146.  Thurfday, March 16. 1709.

Permittes ipfes expendere numimibus, quid

Conveniat nobis, rebufque [it utile noftris.

Nam pro jucundis apteffime queqne dabunt Di;,

Charsor eft illis homoy quam fibs. Nos animorum
Lmpulfu et caca maguagne cupidine’ duts

Conjuginm petimus, partumque uxorvis; at illis

WNotum, qus pueri, qualifgue futnra fit uxor. ¢ Juv.

Irom my. own Apartment, March 15.
2y 5

Mong the various fets ‘of ‘Correfpondents who apply to me fot
advice, and fend up ‘their Cafes from all parts of Great Britain,

there are none'who are more importunate with me, and whom 1

am 1nore inclined to anfwer, than the Complainers. Oge of them dates
fis Letter to me from the Banks of a purling Stream, where he ufed to
ruminate in Solitude ‘upon the divine Cleriffz, and where he isnow look-
ing about for a convenient Leap, which he tells me he is refolved to take,
unlefs I fupport him under the lofs'of that charming perjured Woman.
Poor Lavinia prefles as much for confolation on the other fide, and is te-
duced to fuch an extremity of defpair by thé inconftancy of ‘Philander,
that fhe tells me fhe writes her Letter with her Pen in one hand, and her
Garter in the other. A Gentleman of 'an ancient family in Norfolk is
almolt out of his wits upon account of a Greyhound, that after ' haviig
been his infeparable companion for ten years, is at laft run mad.’ A?O-
ther
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