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[ queftion not but my Reader will be pleafed with this defcription of
Future State, reprefented by fuch a noble and fruitful imagination, that
had nothing to direét it befides the Light of Nature,and the opinions of
a dark and ignorant age.

e

N° 153.  Saturday, April 1. 1710,

Bombalio, Clangor, Stridor, Taratantara, Murmur. Farn, Rhet.

From my own Apartments Mareh 31.

Have heard of.a very valuable Pi¢ture, wherein all the Painters of the

Age in which it was drawn, are reprefented fitting together in a Cir-

cle, and joining in a Confort of Mufick. Each of them plays upon
fuch a particular Inftrument as is the moft fnitable to his character, and
exprefles that {tyle and manner of painting which is peculiar to him. The
fimous Cupola-painter of thofe times, to fhow the grandeur and boldnefs
of his figures, hath 2 Horn in his mouth, which he feems to wind with
great - ftrength and force. On the contrary, an’ eminent Artift, who
wrought up his PiGures with the greateft accuracy, and gave them all
thofe delicate touches which are apt to pleafe the niceft eye, is reprefent-
ed as tuning a Theorbo. The fame kind of humour runs through the
whole piece.

I have often from this hint imagined to my felf, that different talents
in difcoutfe might be fhadowed out after the fame manner by different
kinds of mufick ; and that the feveral converfable parts of mankind in
this great City might be caft into proper charaéters and divifions, as they
refemble feveral Inflruments that are in ufe among the Mafters of Har-
mony. Of thefe therefore in their order, and firlt of the Drum.

Vour Drums are the Blufterers in converfation, that with a loud laugh,
unnatural mirth, and a torrent of noife, domineer in publick affemblies,
over-bear men of fenfe, ftun their companions, and fill the place they are
in with a ratling found, that hath feldom any wit, humour, or good breed-
ing in it. The Drum notwithftanding, by this boifterous vivacity, is very

proper
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proper to impofe upon the ignorant; and:in converfation with Ladies,
who are not of the fineft tafte, often pafles for .a man of mirth and wit,
for wonderful pleafant company. I mneed not obferve, that the emptinefs
of the Drum very much contributes to its noife.

The L.ute is a character direftly aoppelite to the Drum, that founds ve.
ry finely by it felf, or in a very {mall confort. Its notes are exquifitely
{weet, and very low, eafily drowned in a multicude of inftruments, and
even loft among a few, unlefs you give a particular attention to it. A
Lute is feldom heard in a company of more than five, whereas a Drum
will fhow it felf to advantage in an aflembly of five hundred. The Lg-
tanifls therefore are men of a fine Genius, uncommon refleftion, great
affability, and efteemed chiefly by perfons ‘of a good fafte, who are the
only proper judges of o delightful and foft a melody.

The Trumpet is an Inftrument that has in it no cempafs of mufick, ot
variety of found, but is notwithftanding very agreeable, fo long as it keeps
- within its pitch, It has.net above four.or five Notes, which are however
very pleafing,and capable of exquifite turns and modulations. The Gentlemen
who fall under.this denomination, are your men of the molft fathionable
education and refined breeding, who have learned a certain fmoothnefsof
difcourfe, and {prightlinefs -of air, from the politc company they have
kept ;- but at the fame tume have fhallow Parts, weak Judgments, and 2
thort reach of Underftanding ; a Play-houfe, a Drawing-room, a Ball;
Vifiting-day, or a Ring at, Flide-park, are the few notes they are maflers
of, which they touch upon in all converfations. The Trumpet however
is a neceflary Inftrument about a Court, and a proper enlivener of a Con-
{ort, though of no great harmony by it {elf.

Violins are the lively, forward, importunate Wits, that diftinguifh them-
{elves by the flourifhes of Imagination, fharpnefs of Repartee, glances of
Satyx, and bear away the upper part in every Confort. I cannot” how-
ever but abferve, that when a man is not difpofed to hear Mulfick, there
is not a. more difagreeable found in harmony than that of a Violin.

There is another mufical inftrument, which is more frequent in 'this
nation than any other; I mean your Bafs-viol, which grumbles in the bot-
tom of the Confort, and with a furly ‘mafculine found ftrengthens the
‘harmony, and tempers the fweetnefs of the feveral inftruments that play
along with it. ‘The Bafs-viol 1s an inftrument of a quite different nature
to the Trumpet; and may {ignifie men of rough fenfe, and unpolifhed
parts, who do not loye to hear themfelves talk, but fometimes break out

with an agreeable bluntnefs, unexpected wit, and furly pleafaritries, to the
1o
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no fmall diverfion of their friends and companions. In fhort, I look upon
every fenfible true-born Britor to be naturally a Bafs-viol.

As for your Rural Wits, who talk with great eloquence and alacrity of
Foxes, Hounds, Horfes, Quickfet-hedges,and Six-bar gates, Double ditch-
es, and Broken necks,I am in doubt, whether I thould give them a place
in the converfable world. However, if they will content themfelves with
being raifed to the dignity of Hunting-horns, I fhall defire for the future
that they may be known by that name.

I muft not here omit the Bagpipe Species, that will entertain you from
morning to night with the repetition of a few Notes, which are played
overand over, with the perpetual humming of a Drone running underneath
them.  Thefe are your dull, heavy, tedious Story-tellers, the load and
burthen of  converfations, that fet up for men of importance, by knowing
fecret hiftory, and giving an account of tranfaétions, that whether they
ever pafled in the world or not, doth not fignifie an half-peny to its in-
flruction, or its welfare. . Some have obferved, that the Northern parts
of this lfland are more particularly fruitful in Bagpipes.

There are {o very few perfons who are mafters in every kind of conver-
fation, and can talk on all fubjeéts, that I do not know whether we fhould
make a diftinct fpecies of them: Neverthelefs, that my fcheme may not
be defective, for the fake of thofe few who are endowed with fuch ex-
traordinary talents, I fhall allow them to be Harpficords, a kind of Mufick
which every one knows is a Confort by it felf.

As for your Pafling-bells, who look upon mirth as criminal, and talk of
nothing but what is melancholy in it felf, and mortifying to humane na-
ture, I fhall not mention them.

I {hall likewife pafs overin filence all the rabble of mankind, that crowd
our fireets, cofiee-houfes, feafls, and, publick tables. I cannot call their
difcourfe converfation, but rather fomething that is practifed in imitation
of it. For which reafon, if I would defcribe them by any mufical in-
{trument, it fhould be by thofe modern inventions of the ~Bladder and
String, T'ongs and Key, Marrow-bone and Cleaver.

My Reader will.doubtlefs obferve, that I have only touched here upon
Male Inftruments, having referved my Female Confort to' another occafi-
on. If he hasa mind to know where thefe feveral charadters are to be
met with, I could direé him to a whole club of Drums; not to mention
another of Bagpipes, which I have before given fome account of in my
defeription of our ‘nightly meetings in Sheer-dane. The Lutes may often
be met with in couples upon the banks of a chryftal ffream, or in the
Vor. I, Qgq retreats
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retreats of thady weoods and flowry meadows; which for different rea-
fons are likewile the great refort of your Hunting-horns. ' Bafs-viols are
frequently to be found over a glafs of Stale-beer; and a pipe of Tobacco;
whereas thofe who fet up for Violins, feldom fail to make their appesr-
ance at Wills once every evening. Youmay meet with a Trumpet any
where on the other fide of Charing-¢rgfs. :

That we may draw {fomething for our advantage in-life out of the fore-
going difcourfe, I muft intreat my‘Reader to make a narrow f{earch into
his life and converfation, and upon his leaving any company, to examine
himfelf ferioufly, whether he has behaved himfelf in it like a Drum or a
“Trumpet, a Violin or a Bafs-viol; and accordingly endeavour to mend
his mufick for the future. For my own part, I muft confefs, T was a Drum
for many years; nay, and a very noify one, till having polifhed my felf a
little in good company, I threw as much of the Trumpet into my conver-
fation as was poflible for a man of an impetuous temper, by which mix-
ture of different muficks, I look upon my felf, during the courfe of many
years, to have refembled a Tabor and Pipe. [ 'have fince very much en-
deavoured at the fweetnels of the Lute; butin fpight of all my refolu-
tions, I muft confefs with great confufion, that I find my felf daily dege-
nerating into a Bagpipe; whether it be the effe® of my old age, or of
the company 1 keep, I know not. All thatT can do, is to keep a watch
over my converfation, and to filence the Drone as foon as 1find it begin
to hum in my difcourfe, being determined rather to hear the notesof
others, than to play out of time, and encroach upon their parts in the
confort by the noife of fo tirefome an inftrument.

[ fhall conclude this paper with a letter which I received laft night from
a friend of mine, who knows very well my notions upon this fubje&, and
invites me to pafs the evening at hishoufe, with a feleét company of friends,
in the following words:

Dear Haac,
¢¢ T Intend to have a Confort at my houfe this evening, having by great
« chance got a Harpficord, which T am fure will entertain you ve-
« yy agreeably. There will be likewife two Lntes and a Trumpet: Let
« me beg you to put your felf in tune, and believe me :

Youp wery faithful Servant,
Nicholas Humdrum:

Tuve[iay,
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