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Obfeuris vera tnvolvens. 2 Virel Bn, L 6,

gl

From my own Apartment, April 3.

E have already examined Homer’s defcription of a Future State,
and the condition in which he hath placed the Souls of the de-
ceafed. 1 fhall in this paper make fome obfervations on the ac~

count which Firgil hath given us of the fame fubjed, who, befides a
greatnefs of Genius, had all the lights of Philofophy and humane Learn-
ing to affift and guide him in his difcoveries.

Aineas is reprefented as defcending into the Empire of Death, with.a
Prophetefs by his fide, who inftruéts him in the fecrets of thofe lower
regions.
g on the confines of the dead, and before the very gates of this infer-
aal world, Pirgil defcribes feveral inhabitants, whofe natures are won-
derfully fuited to the fituation of the place, as being either the occafions
or refemblances of Death. Of the fir{t kind are the Shadows of Sicknefs,
0ld age, Fear, Famine, and Poverty (Apparitions very terrible to be-
hold;) with {everal others, as Zoil, War, Contentiony, and Diftord,
which contribute all of them to people this common receptacle of hu-
mane Souls, As this was likewife a very proper refidence for every
thing that refembles Death, the Poet tells us, that Sleep, whom he re-
s a near relation to Death, has likewife his habiration in thefe
and defcribes in them a huge gloomy Elm-tree, which feems
a very proper ornament for the place, and is pofleffed by an innumerable
fwarm of Dreams, that hang in clufters under every leaf of it. - He then
gives us, a lit of imaginary perfons, who very naturally lie within the
{hadow of the Dream-tree, as being of the fame kind of make in them-
felves, and the materials or (to ufe Shaké/pear’s phrafe) the ftuffof which
dreams are made. Such are the Shades of the Giant with a hundred

hands, and of his Brother with three bodies; of the double-fhaped Cen-
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taur, and Seydla ; the Gorgon with {nakey hair ; the Hargy with a Wo-
man’s face-and Lion’s talons; the feven-headed Hydra; and the Chime-
ra, which breaths forth a flame, and is a compound of three. Animals.
Thefe feveral mixed natures, the creatures of imagination, are not only
introduced with great art after the Dreams; but as they care planted at
the very entrance, and within the very gates of thofe regions, do pro-
bably denote the wild deliriums and extravagancies of Fancy, which the
Soul ufually falls into when fhe is juft upon the verge of Death.

Thus far &neas travels in an Allegory. The reft of the defcription is
drawn with great exaéinefs, according to the religion of the Heathens,
and the opinions of the Platonick Philofophy. I fhall not trouble my
Reader with a common dull Story, that gives an account why the Hea-
thens firft of afl fuppofed a Ferryman in Hell, and his name to be Cha-
ron ; but 'muft not pafs over in filence the point of doétrine which Zir-
g#l hath very much infifted upon in this book, that the Souls of thofe
who are unburied; are not permitted to go over into their refpeclive
places of reft, till they have wandered a hundred years upon the banks
of Styx. This was probably an invention of the Heathen Priefthood,
te make the people extremely careful of performing proper Rites and
Ceremonies to the-Memory of the dead. I {hall not however, with the
infamous Scribblers of the age, take an occafion from fuch a circum-
ftance, to run into declamations againft Priefteraft, but rather look upon
it even in this light as a religious artifice, to raife in the minds of men
an efleem for the memory of their Forefathers, and a defire to recom-
mend themfelves to that of Pofterity; as alfo to excite in them an ambi-
tion of imitating the Virtues of the deceafed, and to keep alive in their
thoughts the {enfe of the Soul's Immortality.  In a word, we may fay in
defence of the fevere opinions relating to the Shades of unburied perfons,
what hath been faid by fome of our Divines in regard to the rigid Do-
¢trines concerning the Souls of fuch who die witheut being initiated in-
to our Religion, that fuppofing they fhould be erroneous, they can do
no hurt to the dead, and will have a good effe& upon the living, in ma-
king them cautious of neglefting fuch neceffary {olemnities.

Charor is ne fooner appeafed, and the triple-headed Dog laid afleep,
but Aneas makes his entrance into the Dominions of Plute. There are
three kinds of perfons defcribed, as being fituated on. the Borders; and
I can give no reafon for their being ftationed there in {fo particular a
manner, but becaufe none of them {eem to have had a proper right to a
place among the dead, as not having run out the whole thread of their
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days, and finithed the term of life that had been allotted them upon
Earth.  The firft of thefe are the Souls of Infants, who are {natched a-
way by untimely ends: The {econd, are of thofe who are put to death
wrongfully; and by an unjuft fentence; and the third, of thofe who
grew weary of their lives, and laid violent hands upon themfelves. As
for.the fecond of thefe, Firgil adds with great beauty, that Miwes, the
Judge of the dead, is employed in giving them a rehearing, and affign-
ing them their feveral quarters fuitable to the parts they acted in life.
The Poet, after having mentioned the Souls of thofe unhappy men who
deftroyed themfelves, breaks out into a fine exclamation; 05/ how glad-
Iy, fays he, would they now endure life with all.its miferies ! But the
Deflinies forbid their veturn to earth, and the waters of Styx furrownd
them with nine flreams that are unpaffable. It is very remarkable, that
Virgily notwithftanding Self-murder was {o frequent among the Hea-
thens, and had been praétis’d by fome of the Greateft Men in the very
age before him, hath here reprefented it as {fo heinous a Crime. But in
this particular he was guided by the Doctrines of his Great Maiter P/ato,
who fays on this fubjeét, that a Man is placed in his {tation of life like a
Soldier in his proper Poft, which he is not to quit whatever may hap-
pen, until he is called off by his Commander who planted him in it.
There is another point in the Platonick Philofophy, which Fzrge/ has
made the ground-work of the greateft part in the piece we are now ex-
amining, having with wonderful art and beauty Materialized (if I may fo
call it) a fcheme of abftratted Notions, and cloathed the moit nice re-
fined conceptions of Philofophy in fenfible Images, and Poetical Repre-
fentations. 'The Platonifs tell us, That the Soul, during her refidence
in the Body, contraéts many virtuous and vicious Habits, fo as to be-
come a beneficent, mild, charitable, or an angry, malicious, revenge-
ful Being ; a fubftance inflamed with Luft,; Avarice, and Pride ;. or, on
the contrary, brightened with pure, generous, and humble difpofi-
tions : That thefe and the like Habits of virtue and vice growing into
the very eflence of the Soul, {furvive and, gather {trength in her after hee
diffolution: That the torments of a vicious Soul in a future State, arife
principally from thofe importunate Paflions which are not capable of be-
ing gratifyed without a Body; and that on the contrary, the happinefs
of virtuous minds very much confifts in their being employed in fublime
Speculations, innocent Diverfions, fociable Affe@tions, and all the ecfta-
fies of Paflion and Rapture which are agreeable to realopable Natures;
and of which they gained a relifh in this life.
pom
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Upon this foundation, the Poet raifes thatbeautiful defeription of the
{ecrer Haunts and Walks, which he tells us are inhabited by deceafed
Lovers. i

Not far from hence, fays he, lyes a great wafte of plains, that are cal-
led the Fields of Melancholy. In thefe there grows a Foreft of Myrtle,
divided into many thady retirements and covered walks, and inhabi.
ted by the Souls of thofe who pined away with Love. The Paffion,
fays he, ‘continues with them after death. He then gives a lift of this
I;1f1guilhing tribe, in which his own Dide makes the principal figure,
and is defcribed as living in this foft romantick Scene, with the Shade of
her firft Husband Sichens.

The Poet in the next place mentions another Plain that was peopled
with the Ghofts of Warriors, -as ftill delighting in each other’s company,
and pleafed with the exercife of arms. He there reprefents the Grecian
Generals and common Soldiers who perifhed in the Siege of Troy as
drawn up in Squadrons, and terrified at the approach of #Fneas, which
renewed in them thofe impreflions of fear they had before received in
battle with the Trgjans. He afterwards likewife, upon the fame notion,
gives a view of the Tr¢san Heroes who lived in former ages, amidft a
vifionary Scene of Chariots and Arms, flowry Meadows, thining Spears,
and generous Steeds, which he tells uswere their pleafures upon Earth,
and now make up their happinefs in £4yfium. For the fame reafon alfo,
he mentions others as finging P®ans, and Songs of Triumph, amidft
a beautiful Grove of Laurel. The chief of the confort was the Poet
Mufens, who flood inclofed with a circle of admirers, and rofe by the
head and thoulders above the throng of Shades that furrounded him.
The habitations of unhappy Spirits, to fhew the duration of their tor-
ments, and the defperate condition they are in, are reprefented as guarded
by a Fury, moated round with a Lake of fire, ftrengthened with towers
of Iron, encompalled with a triple Wall, and fortified with Pillars of
Adamant, which all the Gods together are not able to heave from their
foundations. - The noife of Stripes, the clank of Chains, and the Groans
of the tortured, firike the pious Aineas with a kind of horror. The
Poet afterwards divides the Criminals into two Claflfes: The frit
and blackeft Catalogue confifts of fuch as were guilty of OQutrages againft
the Gods ; and the next, of fuch who were convicted of Injuftice be-
tween man and man: The greateft number of whom, fays the Poet, are
thofe who followed the diftates of Avarice.

It
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It was an opinion of the Platonifts, "T'hat the Souls of men having con-
trafted in the body great ftains and pollutions of Vice and Ignorance,
there were feveral purgations and cleanfings neceflary to be pafled through
both here and hereafter, in order to refine and purify them.

Virgil, to give this thought Jikewife a cloathing -of Poetry, defcribes
fome Spirits as bleaching in the winds, others as cleanfing under great
falls of waters, and others as purging in fire, to recover the primitive
beauty and purity of their Natures.

It was likewife an opinion of the fame fect of Philofophers, that the
Souls of all men exift in a feparate ftate long before their Union with their
bodies; and that upon their immerfion into flefh, they forget every thing
which paffed in the ftate of Pre-exiftence; fo that what we here call
Knowledge, is nothing elfe but Memory, or the recovery of thofe things
which we knew before.

In purfuance of this fcheme, Zirgil gives us a view of feveral Souls,
who, to prepare themfelves for living upon earth, flock about the banks
of the river Lethe, and Twill themfelves with the waters of Oblivion.

The fame fcheme gives him an opportunity of making a noble compli-
ment to his countrymen, where 4nchzfés is reprefented taking a furvey
of the long train of Heroes that are to defcend from him, and giving
his Son Emeas an account of all the Glories of his race.

I need not mention the Revolution of the Platonick year, whieh is but juft
touched upon in this book; and as I'have confulted no Authors thoughts in
this explication, fhall be very well pleafed, if it can make the nobleft piece
of the moft accomplifhed Poet more agreeable to my Female Readers,.
when they think fit to look into Dryden’s Tranflation of it.

T burfidiy,
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