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N° 155.  Thurfday, April6. 1710

______ Aliena negotia curat

| Excuffus propriss, == Hor.

From my own Apartmenty Adpril s.

HERE lived fome years fince within my neighbourhood a very

grave perfon, an Upholfferer, who feemed a man of more than

ordinary application to bufinefs. He was a very early rifer, and
was often abroad two or three hours before any. of his neighbours. He
had a particular carefulnefs in the knitting of his brows, and a kind of im-
patience in all his motions, that plainly difcovered he was always intent
on matters of importance. Upon K my enquiry into his life and con-
verfation, I found him to be the greateft New{monger in our quarter;
that he rofe before day to read the Poff-man; and that he would take two
or three turns to the other end of the town before his neighbours were
up, to fee if there were any Duzck Mails come in. - He had a wife and
feveral children; but was much more inquifitive to know what pafled in
Poland than in his own family, and was in greater pain and anxiety of
mind for King Auguftus’s welfare than that of his neareft relations. He
fooked extremely thin in a dearth of news, and never enjoyed himfelf in
a Wefterly wind. This indefatigable kind of life was the ruine of his
thop; for about the time that his favourite Prince left the Crown of Fo-
land, he broke and difappeared.

This man and his affairs had been long out of my mind, till about three
days ago, as I was walking in St. Fames’s Park, I heard fome body at a
diftance hemming after me: And who fhould it be but my old neigh-
bour the Upholfterer? Ifaw he was reduced to extreme poverty, by cer-
tain fhabby fuperfluities in his drefs: For notwithftanding that it wasa
very fultry day for the time of the year, he wore a loofe great Coat and
a Muff; with a long Campaign-whig out of curl; to which he had add-l:]d
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the ornament of a pair of black Garters buckled under the knee. Upon
his coming up to.me, I was going tol enquire into his prefent circumftan-
ces; but was prevented by his asking me, with a whifper, Whether the
laft Letters brought any accounts that one might rely upon from Bender ?
I told him, None that I heard of; and asked him, W hether he had yet
married his eldeft Daughter? He told me, No.  But pray, fays he, tell me
fincerely, What are your thoughts of the King of Sweden 2 (for though
his wife and children were ftarving, I found his chief concern at prefent
was for this great Monarch.) Itold him, that I looked upon him as one
of the firft Heroes of the Age. But pray, fays he, do you think there is
any thing in the ftory of his wound? and finding me furprized at the
queftion, Nay, fays he, I only propofe it to you. T anfwered, that I thought
there was no reafon to doubt of it. But why in the Heel, {ays he, more
than in any other part of the body? Becaufe, fays I, the bullet chanced
to light there.

This extraordinary dialogue was no fooner ended, but he began to
launch out into along diflertation upon the affairs of the Nor#h: and after
having fpent fome time on them, he told me, he was inagreat perplexity
how to reconcile the Supplement with the Englifb-poff, and had been
juft now examining what the other papers fay upon the fame fubje&. The
Dasly-courant, {ays he, has thefe words, We have advices from very good
bands, that a certain Prince bas fome matters of great importance under
confideration. . This is very myflerious; but the Pof-boy leaves us more
in the dark, for he tells us, T%at there are private intimations of meafires
taken by a certainPrince, which Time will bring to light. Now the Pofi-
man, {ays he, who ufes to be very clear, refers to the fame news in thefe
words; Zhe late conduit of a certain Prince affords grear matter of Jpe-
culation. 'This certain Prince, fays the Upholfterer, whom they are all fo
cautious of naming, 1 take to be——upon which, though there was no
body near us, he whifpered fomething in my ear, which I did not hear,
or think worth my while to make him repeat.

- We were now got to the upper end of the Mz//, where were three
or four very odd fellows fitting together upon the Bench. Thefe I found
wereall of them Politicians, who ufed to fun thenmifelves in that place
every day about dinner-time. Obferving them to be curiofities in their
kind, and my friend’s acquaintance, I fat down among them.

The chief Politician of the bench was a great afferter of Paradoxes.
He told us, with a feeming concern, that by fome news he had lately read
from Mu/zovy, it appeared to him that there was a ftorm gathering in
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the Black fea; which might in time do hurt: to the Naval Forces of thit
nation. To this he added, that for his part, he could not wifh to feethe
Turk driven out of Europe, which he believed could not but be prejudi-
cial to our Woollen Manufgéture. . He then told us, that helooked upon
thofe extraordinary revolutions which had lately happened in thefe parts
of the world, to have rifen chiefly from two perfons who were not much
talked of; and thofe, fays he, are Prince Menzikoff, and the Dutchefs of
Mirandola. He backed his aflertions with fo many broken hints, and
{fuch a fhow of depth and wifdom, that we gave our felves up to his
opinions.

The difcourfe at iength fell wpon a point which feldom efcapes a knot
of true-born Englifbmen, whether in cafe of a religious war, the Prote-
ftants would not be too firong for the Papifts? This we unanimoufly de-
termined on the Proteftant fide. One who fate on ‘my right hand, and,
as | found by his difcourfe, had been in the Wefi-Indies, aflured wus, that
it would be a very eafy matter for the Proteftants to beat the Pope at Sea;
and added, that whenever fuch :a war does break out, in‘muft turn te the
good of the Leeward llands. Upon this, one who fate at the end of ‘the
bench, and; as. I afterwards found, was the Geographer of the company,
faid, that in cafe the Papiits thould drive the Proteftants from thefe parts
of Fwurepe, when the worft came to the worft, it would be impoffible
to beat them out of Nerway and Greenland, provided the Northern
Crowns hold together, and the Czar of Mufiovy ftand neuter.

.He further told us for our comfort, that there were vaft traéts of land
about the Pole, inhabited neither by Proteftants nor Papiils, and of great-
er extent than all the Reman Catholick dominions in Eurgpe.

When we had fully difcuffed this point, my friend the Upholfterer be-
gan to exert himfelf upon the prefent Negotiations of peace, in which he
depofed Princes, fettled the bounds of kingdoms, and balnced the pow-
er of Europe, with great juftice and impartiality.

I at length took my leave of the company, and was. going away; bat
had not been gone thirty yards, before the Upholfterer hemmed again
after me. Upon his advancing towards me, with a whifper, I expeded
to hear fomefecret piece of news, which he had not thought fit to commu-
nicate to the Bench; but inflead of that, he-defired me in my edr to lend
him Half-a-Crown. Incompaffion to {o needy a Statefman, and to diffi-
pate the confufion I found he was in, T told him, if he pleas’d, I would
give him five fhillings, to receive five pounds of him when the Great

*"Purk was driven out of Conflantimople; which he very readily accepted,
but
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but not befm'e he had laid down to me the impoflibility of fuch an event,
as the affairs of Europe now {tand.

This Paper I defign for the particular Benefit of thofe worthy Citi-
zens who live more in a Coffee-houfe than in their Shops, and whofe
thoughts are fo taken up with the Affairs of the Allies, that they forget
their Cuftomers, :

N° 156. Saturday, April 8. 171c.

JAnE =T : : - / Tiw
Sequiturque Patrem non paffibus equis. Virg.

From my own Apartment, April 7.

' E have already defcribed out of Howmer the voyage of ‘Viyffes to
the Infernal Shades, with the {everal adventures that attended it.
If we look into the beautiful Romance publifhed not many years
fince by the Archbithop of Cembray, we may fee the Son of Viyffes
bound on the fame expedition, and after the fame manner making his
difcoveries among the Regions of the Dead. The ftory of Telemachus
is formed altogether ip the Spirit of Homery and will give an unlearned
Reader a notion of that great Poet’s manner of writing, more than any
Tranflation. of him can poflibly do. As it was written for the inftrutii-
on of @ young Prince, who may ene day fit upon the Throne of France,
the Author took care to {fuit the feveral parts of his flory, and particu-
larly the defcription we are now entting upon, to thecharatier and qua-
lity of his Pupil. For which reafon, he infifts very much on the Mifery
of Bad, and the Happinefs of Good Kings, in the account he hath given
of punifhments and rewards in- the other world. :

'a?:: may however obferve, netwithftanding the endeavours of this
great and learned. Author, to copy after the Style and Sentiments of Fo-
mer,, that there is a certain tinéture of Chriffianity running through the
whole relation. The Prelate in {everal places mixes himfelf 'with the
Poet ; fo that his Future State puts me in mind of Michaet dngelv’s lalt
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