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but not befm'e he had laid down to me the impoflibility of fuch an event,
as the affairs of Europe now {tand.

This Paper I defign for the particular Benefit of thofe worthy Citi-
zens who live more in a Coffee-houfe than in their Shops, and whofe
thoughts are fo taken up with the Affairs of the Allies, that they forget
their Cuftomers, :

N° 156. Saturday, April 8. 171c.

JAnE =T : : - / Tiw
Sequiturque Patrem non paffibus equis. Virg.

From my own Apartment, April 7.

' E have already defcribed out of Howmer the voyage of ‘Viyffes to
the Infernal Shades, with the {everal adventures that attended it.
If we look into the beautiful Romance publifhed not many years
fince by the Archbithop of Cembray, we may fee the Son of Viyffes
bound on the fame expedition, and after the fame manner making his
difcoveries among the Regions of the Dead. The ftory of Telemachus
is formed altogether ip the Spirit of Homery and will give an unlearned
Reader a notion of that great Poet’s manner of writing, more than any
Tranflation. of him can poflibly do. As it was written for the inftrutii-
on of @ young Prince, who may ene day fit upon the Throne of France,
the Author took care to {fuit the feveral parts of his flory, and particu-
larly the defcription we are now entting upon, to thecharatier and qua-
lity of his Pupil. For which reafon, he infifts very much on the Mifery
of Bad, and the Happinefs of Good Kings, in the account he hath given
of punifhments and rewards in- the other world. :

'a?:: may however obferve, netwithftanding the endeavours of this
great and learned. Author, to copy after the Style and Sentiments of Fo-
mer,, that there is a certain tinéture of Chriffianity running through the
whole relation. The Prelate in {everal places mixes himfelf 'with the
Poet ; fo that his Future State puts me in mind of Michaet dngelv’s lalt
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Judgment, where Charon and his Boat are reprefented as bearing a par
in the dreadful Solemnities of that great day.

Telemachus, after having pafled through the dark avénues of Death in
the retinue of Mercury, who every day delivers up a certain tale of
Ghotts to the Ferryman of Szyx, is admitted into the infernal Bark. A
mong the companions of his voyage, is the Shade of Nwbopharzon, a
King of Babylon, and Tyrant of all the Eaff. Among the ceremonies
and pomps of his funeral, there were four Slaves facrificed, according to
the cuftom of the country, in order to attend him among the Shades,
The Autkor having defcribed this Tyrant in the moft odious colours of
Pride, Infolence, and Cruelty, tells us, that his four Slaves, inftead of
ferving him after death, were perpetually infulting him with Reproaches
and Affronts for his paft ufage; that they fpurned him as he lay upon
the ground, and forced him to fhow his face, which he would fain have
covered, as lying under all' the confufions of guilt and infamy; and in
fhort, that they kept him bound in a Chain, in order to drag him before
the T'ribunal of the dead.

Telemachus, upon looking out of the Bark, fees all the ftrand covered
with an innumerable multitude of Shades, who, upon his jumping afhore,
immediately vanithed. He then purfues his courfe to the Palace of Pli-
t0, who is defcribed as feated on his Throne in terrible Maje{{y, with
Proferpine by his fide. At the foot of his Throne was the pale hideous
Spettre, who, by the Ghaftlinefs of his vifage, and the Nature of the ap-
paritions that furrounded him, difcovers himfelf to be Deazh, His atten-
dants are Melancholy, Difirufl, Revenge, Hatred, Avarice, Defpair,
Ambition, Envy, Impiety, with frightful Dreams, and waking Cd?'e;
which are all drawn very naturally in proper a&ions and poitures. The,
Author, with great beauty, places near his frightful Dreams an affembly
of Phantoms, which are often employed to terrify the living, byl ap-
pearing in the fhape and likenefs of the dead. '

The young Heroe, in the next place, takes a furvey of the different
kinds of Criminals that lay in torture among Clouds of Sulphhr, and
Torrents of Fire. . The firft of thefe were fuch as had been guilty of
impieties, which every one hath an horror for: To which is added, a
catalogue of fuch offenders that fcarce appear to be faulty in the eyes of
the vulgar. Among thefe, fays the Author, are:malicious Criticks, that
have endeavoured to caft a blemith upon the perfetions of others; with
whom he likewife places fuch as have often hurt the reputation of the
innocent, by pafling a rafh Judgment on their ations, without knowing
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the occafion of them. Thefe Crimes, fays he, are more feverely pu-
nifhed after death, becaufe they generally meet with impunity upon earth.

Telemachus, after having taken a furvey, of feveral other wretches in
the. fame circumf{tances, arrives at that Region of Torments in which
wicked Kings are’punifhed. = There are very fine ftrokes of Imagination
in the defeription which he gives of this unhappy multitude. 'He tells
us, that on one fide of them there ftood a revengeful Fury, thundering
in their ears inceflant repetitions of all the crimes they had committed
upon earth, with the aggravations of Ambition, Vanity, Hardnefs of
Heart, and all thofe fecret Affeétions of Mind that: enter into’ the com-
pofition of a Tyrant. - At the fame' time, fhe holds up to them a large
Mirror, in which every onefees himfelf reprefented in the natutal horror
and, deformity of h is charaéter. On the other fide of them {tands ano-
ther Fury, that, with an infulting derifion, repeats to them all the praifes
that their flatterers had beftowed upon them while they fat upon their
refpective Thrones. She too, fays the Author, prefents a Mirror before
their eyes, in which every one fees himfelf adorned with all thofe beau-
ties and perfeétions in which they had been drawn by the vanity of their
own hearts, and the flattery of others. To punifh them for the wanton-
nefls of the cruelty which they formerly exercifed, they are now delivered
up to be treated according to the fancy and caprice of feveral Slaves,
who have here an opportunity of tyrannizing in their turns.

‘The Author having, given us a defcription of thefe ghaftly Speres,
who, fays he, are always calling upon Death, and are placed under the
diftillation of that burning Vengeance which falls upon them drop by
drop, and is never to be exhaufted, leads us into a pleafing Scene of
Groves, filled with the Melody of.Birds, and the Odours of a thoufand
different Plants. . Thefe Groves are reprefented as rifing among a great
many flowry meadows, and watered with ftreams that diffufe a perpe-
tual frefhnefs in the midft of an eternal day, and a never-fading {pring,
This, fays the Author, was the habitation of thofe good Princes who
were friends of the Gods, and parents of the people. Among thefe, Ze-
lemachus converfes with the Shade of one of his anceftors, who makes a
moft agreeable relation of the Joys of Elyfium, and the nature of its in-
habitants, The Refidence of Se/sffrir among thefe happy Shades, with
his character and prefent employment, is drawn in a very lively manner,
and with a great elevation of thought.

The defeription of that pure and gentle Light which overflows thefe

happy Regions, and cloaths the {pirits of thefe virtuous perfons,fhalh
ome-
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fomething in it of that Enthufiafm which this Auther was accufed of by
his encmies in the Church of Rome ; but however it may lock in Religj-
on, it makes a very beautiful figure in Poetry.

The rays of the Sun, fays he, are darknefs in comparifort with thig
light, which rather deferves the name of Glory, than that of Lighr. [¢
pierces the thickeft bedies, in the fame manner as the Sun-beams pafs
through chryftal; it {trengthens the fight inftead of dazlingit; and nou-
rithes in the moft inward recefles of the mind, a perpetual ferenity that
is not to be expreffed. It enters and incorporates it felf with the ve
{ubftance of the Soul: The fpirits of the bleffed feel it in all their fenfes,
and in all their perceptions. It produces a certain fource of peace and
joy that arifes in them for ever, running through all the faculties, and re-
frefhing all the defires of the Seul. Fxternal pleafures and delights, with
all ‘their charms and allurements, are regarded with 'the utmoft indiffe.
rence and neglect by thefe happy Spirits who have this great principle of
pleafure within them, drawing the:whole mind to its {elf; calling off their
attention from the moft delightful objects, and giving them all the tranf-
ports of Inebriation, witheut the confufion and the folly of it.

I have here only mentioned fomé mafter-touches of this admirable
piece, becaufe the original it felf is underftood by the greater part of
Readers. I muftcenfefs, I take a particular delight in thefe Profpeés
of Futurity, whether grounded upon the probable Suggeftions of a fine
Imagination, or the more fevere Conclufions of Philofophy; as a man
loves to hear all the Difcoveries or Conjectures relating to a foreign
country which he is, at fome time, to inhabit. Profpeés of this nature
lighten the burden of any prefent evil, and refrefh us under the worft
and loweft circumftances of Mortality. They extinguifh in us both the
fear and envy of humane Grandeur. Infolence fhrinks its head, Power
difappears; Pain, Poverty, and Death, fly before them. In fhort, the
mind that is habituated to the lively fenfe of an Hereafter; can hope for
what is the moft terrifying to the generality of mankind, and rejoice in
what is the moft affli¢ting.

?Euﬂ?fay ;




	Seite 307
	Seite 308
	Seite 309
	Seite 310

