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N° 158.  Thurfday, April 13. 1710.

Factunt ne intelligendo, ut nibil intelligant. Ter.

From my own Apartment, April 11,

O M Foiio is a Broker in learning, employed to get togethet good

l Editions, and ftock the Libraries of great men. Thereis nota
Sale of books begins till Tem Folio is feen at the door. There

is not an Auction where his name is not heard, and that too in the very
nick of time, in the critical moment, before the Iaft decifive {troke of
the hammer. There is not a Subfcription goes forward, in which 7o is
not privy to the firft rough draught of the Propofals; nor a Catalogue
printed, that doth not come to him wet from the Prefs. Heis an uni-
verfal fcholar,fo far as the Title-page of all Authors, knows the Manu-
{eripts in which 'they were difcovered, the Editions through which they
bave paffed, with the praifes or cenfures which they have received from
the feveral members of the learned world. He has a greater efteem for
Aldus and Elzevir, than for Firgiland Horace. If you talk of Herodp-
tus, he breaks out into a Panegyrick upon Hapry Stephens. He thinks
he gives you an account of an Author, when he tells the Subject he treats
of, the Name of the Editor, and the Year in which it was printed. Or if
you draw him into further particulars, he cries up the goodnefs of the
Paper, extols the diligence of the Correétor, and is tranfported with the
beauty of the Letter. This he looks upon to be found Learning and fub-
ftantial Criticifm. As for thofe who talk of the Finenefs of ftyle, and
the Juftnefs of thought, or defcribe the Brightnefs of any particular paf-
fages; ‘nay, though they write themfelves in the Genius and Spirit of the

Author they admire, Toz looks upon them as men of fuperficial learning,

and flafhy parts.
Thad yefterday morning a vifit from this learned Idiot, (for that isthe
light in which I confider every Pedant) when I difcovered in bim fome
little
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little touches of the Coxcomb, whichI had not before obferved. Beingvery
full of the figure which he makes in the Republick of Letters, and won-
derfully fatistied with his great ftock of knowledge, he gave me broad
intimations, that he did not éelieve in all points as his forefathers had
done. He then communicated to me a thought of a certain Author up-
on a paflage of Firgil’s account of the dead, which I made the {ubjeét of
a late paper. ‘This thought hath taken very much among men of Tom's
pitch and underftanding, though wuniverfally exploded by all that know
how to conftrue Fizgil, or have any relifh of Antiquity. Not to trou-
ble my Reader with it, I found upon the whole, that Tv# did not believe
a future ftate of Rewards and Punithments, becaufe .Eneas, at his leaving
the Empire of the dead, paffed through the gate of Ivory, and not through
that of Horn. Knowing that Zom had not fenfe enough to give up an
opinion which he had once received, that he might avoid wrangling, I
told him, that Pirgil poflibly had his overfights as well as another Ay-
thor. Ah! Mr. Bickerflaffe, fays he, you would have another opinion of
him, if you would read him in Dawie/ Heinfius's Edition. I have peru-
fed. him my felf {everal times in that Edition, continued he; and after
the {tricteft and moft malicious examination, could find but two faultsin
him: One of them is in the Zwneid, where there are two Comma’s in-
ftead of a Parenthefis; and another in the third Gesrgick, where you
may find a Semicolon turned upfide down. Perhaps, faid I, thefe were
not Virgil’s thoughts, but thofe of the Tranfcriber. I do not defign it,
{ays Tom, as a refleftion on Pirgil: On the contrary, I know that all the
Manufcripts »ec/aim againit fuch a Punétuation. Oh! Mr. Bickerflaff,
fays he, what would a man give to fee one Simile of Fzrgi/ writin his own
hand? Tasked him which was the Simile he meant; but was an{wered,
Any Simile in Firg:l. He then told me all the fecret hiftory in the Com-
mon-wealth of learning; of modern pieces that had the names of anci-
ent Authors annexed to them; of all the books that were now writing or
printing in the feveral parts of Zwurope; of many amendments which are
made, and not yet publifhed; and a thoufand other particulars, which I
would not have my memory burthened with for a Vatican.

At length, being fully perfwaded that I thoroughly admired him, and
looked upon him as a prodigy of learning, he took his leave. I know
{everal of Tom’s Clafs who are profefled admirers of T#fz without under-
ftanding a.word of Ira/ian; and one in particular, that carries a Pajfor-
fido in his pocket, in which I am fure he is acquainted with no other
beauty but the Clearnefs of the character. _

There
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There is another kind of Pedant, who, with all Tam Folis's impertinen-
cies, hath greater fuperftrutures and embellithments of Greek and Latin,
and is {lill more infupportable than the other, in the fame degree as he is
more learned. Of this kind very often are Editors, Commentators, In-
terpreters, Scholiafts, and Criticks; and in fhort, all men of deep learn-
ing without common fenfe. Thefe perfons fet a greater value on them-
felves for having found out the meaning of a paflage in G7eek, than upon
the Author for having written it; nay, will allow the paffage it felf not
to have any beauty init, at the fame time that they would be confidered
as the greateft men of the age for having interpreted it. They willlook
with contempt upon the moft beautiful Poems that have been compofed
by any of their Contémporaries; but will lock themfelves up in their
fludies for a twelvemonth together, to corrett, publifh, and expound,
fiich trifles of Antiquity as a modern Author would be contemned for.
Men of the firifteft morals, fevereft lives, and the graveft profeflions, will
write Volumes upon an idle Sonnet that is originally in Greek or Latin;
give Editions of the moft immoral Authors, and fpin out whole pages
upon the various readings of a lewd expreflion.  All that can be faid in
excufe for them, is, that their works fufficiently fhow they have no tafle
of their Authors; and that what they do in this kind, is out of their great
learning, and not out '8f any levity or lalcivioufnefs of temper.

A Pedant of this nature is wonderfully well deferibed in f{ix lines of
Boilean, with which I {hall conclude his charaéter -

Vn Pédant enyvré de [a vaine [cience,
Tout berifsé de Grec, tout bouffi d’arrogance, .
Et qui de mille Auteunrs retenus mot pour mot,
Dans [z téte entaffez wa fouvent fait quun Sot,
Croit qu'un Livre fait tout, et que fans Ariffote
La Raifou ne voit goute, et le bon Sens radote.

Vor. 1L Sk Tuefday,
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