UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 161. Thursday, April 20. 1710.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

316. The ATA A B IV E R N? 160;

I have reafon to believe, that Picardy will foor follow the example of
Artois, in cafe the enemy continue in their prefent refolution of flying
away from us. I think I told you laft time we were together my opinion
abont the Detlle.

The honeff Gentlemen upon the Bench bid me tell you, they wwounld be
glad to fee you often among them. . IWe fball be there all the warm bours of
the day during the prefent pofture of affairs.

This bappy opening of the Campaign will, I hope, give us a very joy-
fil fummers and I propofe to take many a pleafant walk with you, if you
will fimetimes come into the Parks for that is the only place in which I
can be free from the malice of my enemies.. Farewel till three-a-Clock
to-morrow morming. 1 am

Your moft Humble Servant, ¢,
P.S. The Bing of Sweden is flill at Bender.

[ thould have fretted my felf to death at this promife of a fecond Vi-

fit, if I had not found in his Letter an intimation of the good news which
I have fince heard at large. I have however ordered my Maid to tie up

the Knocker of my door, in fuch a manner as fhe would do if T was
really indifpofed. By which means I hope to efcape breaking my Morn-
ing’s refl.

N° 161.  Thurfday, April 20. 1710.

——neeNunguam libertas gratior exflat
Quam fub rege pio.—-—----

From my own Apartment, April 19.

Was walking two or three days ago in a very pleafing retirement,
I and amufing my felf with the reading of that ancient and beautiful
Allegory, called The Table of Cebes. 1 was at laft {o tired with my

walk, that T fate down to reft my felf upon a Bench that flood in ‘tgﬁc
mi
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midft of an agreeable Shade. ' The mufick of the Birds, that filled all
the Trees about me, lulled me afleep before I was aware of it; which
was followed by a Dream, that [ impute in fome meafure to the forego-
ing Author, who had made an impre{lion upon my Imagination, and put
me into his own way of thinking.

I fancied my felf among the Alpes, and, as it is natural in a Dream,
feemed every moment to bound from one Summit to another, till at lail,
after having made this airy progrefs over the tops of feveral Mountains,
L arrived at the very Centre of thofe broken Rocks and Precipices. I
here, methought, faw a prodigious circuit of Hills, that reached above
the clouds, and encompafied a large fpace of ground, which I had a great
curiofity to look into. [ thereupon continued my former way of travel-
ling through a great variety of winter fcenes, till T had gained the top of
thefe white mountains, which feemed another 4/pes of Snow. 1 look-
ed down from hence into a fpacious Plain, which was furrounded on all
fides by this Mound of hills, and which prefented me with the moft a-
grecable profpect I had ever feen. There was a greater variety of co-
lours 1n the embroidery of the meadows, a more lively green in the
leaves and grafs, a brighter chryftal in the {treams, than what I ever met
with in any other region. The light it felf had fomething more fhining
and glorious in it than that of which the day is made in other places. I
was wonderfully aftonifhed at the difcovery of fuch a Paradife amidit the
wildnefs of thofe cold hoary Landskips which lay about it; but found
at length, that this happy region was inhabited by the Gadde/s of Liber-
1y ; whofe prefence foftened the rigours of the Climate, enriched the bar-
rennefs of the Soil, and more than fupplied the abfence of the Sun. The
place was covered with a wonderful profufion of Flowers,  that without
being difpofed into regular borders and partetres, grew promifcuoutly,
and had a greater beauty in their natural luxuriancy and diforder, than
they could have received from the checks and reftraints of art. There
was a river that arofe out of the fouth-fide of the mountain, that by an
infinite number of turns and windings, feemed to vifit every plant,
and cherifh the feveral beauties of the Spring,. with which the
fields abounded. ~After having run to and fro in a wonderfal va-
tiety of Meanders, it at laft throws it felf into the hollow of a
mountain, from whence it paflfes under a long range of Rocks, and
at length rifes in that part of the 4Jpes where the inhabitants think
it the firft fource of the Rhowe. This river, after having made its pro-
gtefs through thofe Free Nations, flagnates in a huge Lake at the lea-

ving
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ving of them, and no fooner enters into the tegions of Slavery, but runs
through them with an incredible rapidity, and takes its fhorteft way to
the Sea.

I defcended into the happy fields that lay beneath me, and in the
midit of them, beheld the Goddefs fitting upon a Throne. She had no-
thing to enclofe her but the bounds of her own Dominions, and nothing
over her head but the Heavens. Every glance of her eye caft a track
of light where it fell, that revived the fpring, and made all things fmile
about her. My heart grew chearful at the fight of her, and as fhe look-
ed upon me, I found a certain Confidence growing in me, and fuch an
inward Refolution as I never felt before that time.

On the left hand of the Goddefs fat the Genius of a Commonwealth,
with the Cap of Liberty on her head, and in herhand a Wand, like that
with which a Romas Citizen ufed to give his Slaves their freedom.
There was fomething mean and vulgar, but at the fame time exceeding
bold and daring in her air; her eyes were full of fire, but had in them
fuch cafts of fiercenefs and cruelty, as made her appear to me rather
dreadful than amiable. On her fhoulders the wore a Mantle, on which
there was wrought a great confufion of figures. As it flew in. the wind,
I could not difcern the particular defign of them, but faw wounds in the
bodies of fome, and agonies in the faces of others; and over one part
of it could read in Letters of Blood, The Ides of March.

On the right hand of the Goddefs was the Genius of Monarchy. She
was cloathed in the whiteft Ermin, and wore a Crown of the pureft
Gold upon her head. In her hand fhe held a Sceptre like that which is
born by the Brit:b Monarchs. A couple of tame Lions lay crouching
at her feet: Her countenance had init a very great majefty without any
mixture of terror: Her voice was like the voice of an Angel, filled
with fo much fweetnefs, accompanied with fuch an air of condefcenfion,
as tempered the awfulnefs of her appearance, and equally infpired love
and veneration into the hearts of all that beheld her.

In the train of the Goddefs of Liberty were the feveral 4r¢s and Sei-
ences, who all of them flourithed underneath her eye. One of them in
particular made a greater figure than any of the reft, who held a thunder-
bolt in her hand, which had the power of melting, piercing, or breaking
every thing that ftood in its way. The name of this Goddefs was £k-

uence.
£ ‘There were two other dependént Goddefles, who made a very con-
fpicuous figure in this blifsful region. ‘The firft of them was feated up-

on




N° 161, The. T4 TLE R 319

ot an hill, that had every plant growing out of it, which the foil was in
its own nature capable of producing. The other was feated in a litile
I{land, that was covered with groves of Spices, Olives, and Orange-trees;
and in a word, with the produéts of every foreign clime. The name
of the firlt was Plenty, of the fecond, Commerce. The firft leaned her
right arm upon a Plough, and under her left held a huge Horn, out of
which the poured a whole Autumn of Fruits. = The other wore a Roftral
Crown upon her head, and kept her eyes fixed upen a Compafs.

I was wonderfully pleafed in ranging through this delightful place, and
the more fo, becaufe it was not incumbered with fences and enclofures;
till at length, methoughts, I fprung from the ground, and pitched upon
the top of an hill, that prefented feveral objeéts to my fight which I had
not before taken notice of. The winds that paffed over this flowry Plain,
and though the tops of trees which were full of blofloms, blew upon me
in fuch a continued breeze of fweets, that [ was wonderfully charmed
with my fituation. I here faw all the inner Declivities of that great cir-
cuit of mountains, whofe outfide was covered with Snow, overgrown
with huge forefts of Fir-trees, which indeed are very frequently found

_in other parts of the Alpes. Thefe trees were inhabited by Storks, that

came thither in great flights from very diftant quarters of the world. Me-
thought, I was pleafed in my Dream to fee what became of thefe birds,
when, npon leaving the places to which they make an annual vifir, they
rife in great flocks fo high till they are out of fight ; and for that reafon
have been' thought by fome modern Philofophers to take a flight to the
Moon. But my eyes were foon diverted from this profpe&, when T ob-
ferved two great gaps that led through this circuit of mountains, where
guards and watches were polled day and night. Upon examination T
found, that there were two formidable enemies encamped before each of
thefe avenues, who kept the place in a perpetual alarm, and watched all
opportunities of invading it.

Tyranuy was at the head of one of thefe armies, drefled in an Eaftern:
habit, and grafping in her hand anlron Sceptre. Behind her was Bar--
barzty, with the garb and complexion of an &thiopian;: Igrorance with.
a ‘Turbant upon her head; and Pez/ecution holding upra bloody flag,.
embroidered with Flower-de-luces. ‘Thefe were followed by Opprefion,.
Poverty, Famine, Torture,and a dreadful train of appearances,that made
me tremble to behold them. Among the Baggage of this army, I could
difcover Racks, Wheels, Chains, and Gibbets, with all the inftruments Azt
could invent to make humane nature miferable.

- Before




320 The "I IAVTVLE R N? 1671,

Before the other avenuelfaw Licentionfirefs; drefled in a-garmientnot
unlike the Po/z/b Caflock, and leading up a whole army of Monfters,
fuch as Clamonr, with a hoarfe voice and a hundred tongues; Confiifion,
with a mif-thapen body and a thoufand heads; Impudence, with a forehead
of Brafs; and Rapine, with hands of Iron, The tumult, noife, and up-
roar in this quarter were fo very great, that they difturbed my Imagina-
tion more than is confiftent with fleep, and by that means awaked me.,

N° 162.  Saturday, April 22. 1710.

Tertius ¢ Ceelo cecidit Cazo. Juv. Sat. 2,

N

From my own Apartment, April »1.

N my younger years I ufed many endeavours to get a place at Court,
and indeed continued my purfuits till T arrived at my Grand Clima-
cfersck: but at length altogether defpairing of fuccefs, whether it

were for want of capacity, friends, or due application, I at [aft refolved to
erect a new Office, and for my encouragement, to place my felf in it.
- For this reafon, I took upon me the title and dignity of Cenfor of Great

Britain, referving to my felf all fuch Perquifites, Profits, and Frmoluments
as fhould arife out of the difcharge of the faid Office. Thefe in truth
have not been inconfiderable; for befides thofe weekly contributions
. which I receive from Yohn Morphew, and thofe annual fublcriptions which
Lyropofe to my felf from the moft elegant part of this great Iland, I dai-
ly live in a very comfortable affluence of Wine, Stale beer, Hungary wa-
ter, Beef, Books, and Marrow-bones, which I receive from many well-
difpofed citizens; not to mention the forfeitures which accrue to me
from the feveral offenders that appear before me on Court-days.

Having now enjoyed this office for the fpace of a twelvemonth, I fhall
do what all good officers ought to do, take a furvey of my behaviour,
and confider carefully whether I have difcharged my duty, and acted
up to th> Character with which I am invefted. For my direétion in

this
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