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Before the other avenuelfaw Licentionfirefs; drefled in a-garmientnot
unlike the Po/z/b Caflock, and leading up a whole army of Monfters,
fuch as Clamonr, with a hoarfe voice and a hundred tongues; Confiifion,
with a mif-thapen body and a thoufand heads; Impudence, with a forehead
of Brafs; and Rapine, with hands of Iron, The tumult, noife, and up-
roar in this quarter were fo very great, that they difturbed my Imagina-
tion more than is confiftent with fleep, and by that means awaked me.,

N° 162.  Saturday, April 22. 1710.

Tertius ¢ Ceelo cecidit Cazo. Juv. Sat. 2,

N

From my own Apartment, April »1.

N my younger years I ufed many endeavours to get a place at Court,
and indeed continued my purfuits till T arrived at my Grand Clima-
cfersck: but at length altogether defpairing of fuccefs, whether it

were for want of capacity, friends, or due application, I at [aft refolved to
erect a new Office, and for my encouragement, to place my felf in it.
- For this reafon, I took upon me the title and dignity of Cenfor of Great

Britain, referving to my felf all fuch Perquifites, Profits, and Frmoluments
as fhould arife out of the difcharge of the faid Office. Thefe in truth
have not been inconfiderable; for befides thofe weekly contributions
. which I receive from Yohn Morphew, and thofe annual fublcriptions which
Lyropofe to my felf from the moft elegant part of this great Iland, I dai-
ly live in a very comfortable affluence of Wine, Stale beer, Hungary wa-
ter, Beef, Books, and Marrow-bones, which I receive from many well-
difpofed citizens; not to mention the forfeitures which accrue to me
from the feveral offenders that appear before me on Court-days.

Having now enjoyed this office for the fpace of a twelvemonth, I fhall
do what all good officers ought to do, take a furvey of my behaviour,
and confider carefully whether I have difcharged my duty, and acted
up to th> Character with which I am invefted. For my direétion in

this
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this particular, T have made a natrow fearch into the nature of the old
Roman Cenfors, whom I muft always regard, not only as my Predeceffors,
but as my Patterns in this great employment; and have feveral times ask.
ed my own heart with great impartiality, Whether Cazs will not bear a
more venerable figure among Poflerity than Bickerflaffe?

I find the duty of the Roman Cenfor was twofold. The firfl part of it
confifted in making frequent reviews of the people, in cafting up their
numbers, ranging them under their feveral tribes, difpofing them into pro-
per claffes, and fubdividing them into their refbedtive centuries,

In compliance with this part of the Office, I have taken many curious
furveys of this great City. I have collefted into particular bodies the
Dappers and the Smarts, the Naturaland Afeited Rakes, the Pretty fel
lows and the Pery pretty fellows, 1 have likewife drawn out in feveral
diftinét parties your Pedants and Men of fire, your Gameflers and Politi-
cians. 1 have feparated Cits from Citizens, Free-thinkers from Phil-
[opbers, Wits from Suuftakers, and Duellifts from Men of bonour. 1
have likewife made a calculation of Efgwires, not only confidering the
feveral diftin@ fwarmsof them that are fectledin the different parts of this
town, but alfo that more rugged fpecies that inhabit the fields and woods,
and are often found in pot-houfes, and upon hay-cocks.

I fhall pafs the Soft Sex over in filence, having not yet reduced them
into any tolerable order; as likewife the fofter tribe of Lovers, which
will coft me a great deal of time, before I fhall be able to caft them into
their feveral Centuries and Sub-divifions.

The fecond part of the Roman Cenfor’s Office was to look into the
Manners of the people, and to check any growing Luxury, whether in
Diet, Drefs, or Building. This Duty likewife I have endeavoured to
difcharge, by thofe wholfome precepts which I have given my country-
men in regard to Beef and Mutton, and the {evere cenfures which 1 have
paffed upon Ragouts and Fricacies, There is not, as I am informed, a
pair of Red heels to be feen within ten miles of Zondsn, which I may
likewife aferibe, without wvanity, to the becoming zeal which 1 exprefled
in that particular. I-muft own, my fuccefs with the Petticoat is not fo
great; but as I have not yet done with it, I hopel thall in alittle time put an
effectual ftop to that growing evil. As for the article of Building, I in-
tend hereafter to enlarge upon it, having lately obferved feveral Ware-
houfes, nay, private Shops, that ftand upon Corénthian pillars, and whole
Tows of Tin ‘pots fhowing themfelves, in order to their fale, through a
Sath-window,

Vor. II. Gt B i
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I have likewife followed the example of the Roman Cenfborsy in punifh--

ing offences according to the quality of the offender: It was ufual for

them to expel a Senator who had been guilty of great Immoralities out,
of the Senate-houfe, by omitting his name, when they called over the.

it of his Brethren. In the fame manner, to remove efteftuall
feveral Worthlefs men who f{tand poflefied of great-honouss, I have made

frequent draughts of Dead men,out of the vicious part of -the Nobility,,
and given them up to the new. Society of Upholders, with the neceffary.

orders for their interrment.  As the Roman Cenférs ufed to puniili-the
Knights or Gentlemen of' Roze, by taking away their Horfes from them,

-y

I have feized the Canes of-many Criminals of figure, whom I had juft:
reafon to animadvert upon.. As for the.offenders among. the. Common:

people of Rome, they were generally chaiftifed, by being thrown out of a.

higher Tribe, and placed in one which was not fo.honourable. My Reader,

cannot but think Thave had an eye to this Punifhment, when T have degraded.
one fpecies of men into Bombs, Squibs, and Crackers,.and .another into.

Drums, Bafs-viols, and Bagpipes; not to mention whole packs of Delin-
quents whom [ have fhut up in Kennels, and. the new Hofpital which. I

am at prefent erecting, for the reeeption of thofe.of. my. countrymen;
who' give me but lictle hopes of their amendment, on the borders of:

Maoor-felds. 1 fhall only obferve npon this particular, that. fince fome

late furveys I have taken of this Ifland, I fhall think it neceffary to enlarge;

the plan of the buildings which I defign in this quarter.

W hen my great predeceflor Catothe Elder ftood for the Cenforfhip of
Rome, there were {everal other Competitors who oflered themfelves;
and to get an interelt among the people, gave them great promifes of the
mild and gentle treatment: which they would ufe: towards them:in that
Office. Cato on the. contrary told them, he prefented. himfelf, as.a Cane
didate, becaufe he knew the Age was funk in Immorality and Corruptions
and that if they would give him their votes, he would. promife them to
make vfe of fuch.a ftriétnefs and {everity of difcipline as thould recover
them out of it. The Reman Hiftorians, nupon this occalion, very much

celebrated the Publick-fpiritednefs. of that people, who chofe Cato for:

their Cenfor, notwithftanding his method .of recommending himfelf. I

may in fome meafure extol my own countrymen upon the fame account,

who, without any.refpect to party, er any application frommy felf; have
made fuch generous. Subfcriptions for the Cenfir of Great Britain, as
will give a° magnificence to my Old age, and which I efteem more, than
I would any Poft in Ewrope of an hundred times the value. I .fhall only

add,
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add, that upon looking into my Catalogue of Subfcribers, which T in-
tend to print Alphabetically in the front of my Lucubrations, I find the
names of the ‘greateft Beauties and Wits in the whole Ifland of Grear
Britain, which I only mention for the benefit of any of them who have
not yet {ubferibed, it being my defign to clofe the Subfeription ina very
{hort time.

N°163.  Zhurfday, 'April 25. 17710.

Idem inficeto eft inficetior rure

Semul poemata attigis; neque idem unguam

Ague eff beatus, ac poema cum [erihit:

Tam gaudet i [e, tamque [¢ ipfe mivatnr.

Nimirumn idem omnes_ fallimur; neque eft gquifguam

Quem non in aligua re videre Suffenum

)R Catul. de Soffeno.

Will's Coffee-houfe, April 24.

Yefterday came hither about two hours before the Company gene-
rally make their appearance, witha defign to read over all the News-
papers; but upon my fitting down, I was accofted by Ned Sofzly,
who faw me from a corner in the other end of the room, where I found
'he had been writing fomething. M, Bickerflaffe, fays he, 1 obferve by
a late paper of yours, that you and I are juft of a -humour; for you muit
know, of all impertinencies, there is nothing which I {o much hate as
News. I never read a Gazerfe in my life ; and never trouble my head
about our Armies, whether they win or lofe, or in what part of the
world they He encamped. - Without giving me time to reply, he drew
aPaper of Verfes out of his pockety telling me, that ‘he had fomething
which would entertain - me more agreeably, and that he would defire my-
il S judg-
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