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N° 192. ' “Smurday, fuly'v." 1710

Tecum. vivere amem, tecum obeam libens, Hor,

Erom my own Apartment, Jane 3o.

OME years fince 1 was engaged with a Coach full of Friends to
take a journey as far as the Land’s-end. 'We were very well pleafed
with one another the firft day, every one endeavouring to recom-

mend himfelf by his good humour and complaifance to the reft of the
company. This good'correfpondence did not laft long; one of our par-
ty was {owred the very firft evening by a plate of Butter which had not
been melted to his mind, and which fpoiled his temper to fuch a degree,
that he continued upon the fret to the end of our journey. A fecond
fell off from his good humour the next morning, for noother reafon that
l'could imagine, but becaufe I chanced to ftep into the Coach before
him, and  place; my. {elf on the fhady fide. This however was but my
own private guefs, for he did not mention a word of it, nor indeed of
any thing elfe, for three days following. The reft of our company held
out very near half the way, when of a fudden Mr. Sprightly fell afleep;
and inftead of endeavouring to divert and oblige us, as he had hitherto
done,.carried himfelf with an unconcerned, carelefs, drowzy behaviour,till
we came to our laft {tage. ‘There were three of us who ftill held up
our heads, and did all we could to make our journey agreeable; but,.
to my fthame be it {fpoken, about three miles on this fide Bxeter I was
taken with an unaccountable fit of Sullennefs; that hung upon me for
above threefcore miles; whether it were for want of refpe, or from an
accidental tread upon my foot, or from a foelith Maid's calling me The
old Gentleman, ¥ carmot tell.  In fhort, there was but one who kept his
good humour to the Lend's-end.

There was another €oach that went along withus, in which I likewife
obferved,that there were many fecret Jealoufies, Heart- burnings, and Ani~

mofities:
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fities: For when'we joined companies at tight, I could but take notice

that the paflengers negleﬁ'éd their own company, and ftudied how Lo
make themfelves efteemed by us, who were altogether {trangers to thems;
till at length they grew fo well acquainted with us, that they liked us as
little as they did one another. When I refleét upon this Journey, [ often
faney it to be a Pifture of Humane Life, in refpeét to the feveral Friend-
fhips, Contradts, and Alliances, that are made and diffolved in the {feve-
1al periods of it. The moft delightful and moft lafting engagements: are:
generally thofe which pafs between Man and Woman; and yet upon what
trifles are they weakened, or entirely broken? Sometimesthe parties fly
Jfunder ‘even in the midft of courtthip,!and fometimes grow cool in the

very honey-month. Some feparate before the firft Child, and fome after
the fifth ; others continue good till thirty, others till forty ; while fome
few, whofe Souls are of an happier make, and better fitted to one ano-
ther, travel on together to the -end of their journey, in a continual in-
tercourfe of kind offices and mutual endearments.

When we therefore chufe -our companions for life, if we hope to
keep both them and our felves'in good humour to the laft {tage of it, we
muit be extremely careful in the choice we make, as well as in the con-
duét on our own part. When the perfons to whom we join our felves
can ftand an examination, and bear the {crutiny, when they mend upon
our ‘acquaintance with them, and difcover new Beauties the more we
fearch into their charadters, our love will naturally rife in proportion to
their perfections.

But becaufe there are very few pofleffed of fuch accomplifhments of
body and mind, we ought to look after thofe qualifications both 1n: our
felves and others; which are indifpenfibly neceffary towards this happy
Union, and which are in the power of every one to acquire, or at leait
to cultivate and improve. Thefe, in my opinion, are Chearfulnefs and
Conftancy. A Chearful temper joined with Innocence, will make Beau-
ty attraétive, Knowledge delightful, and Wit ‘good-natured.  Tr will
lighten Sicknefs, Poverty, and Affliction; convert Ignorance into an a-
miable'Simplicity, and render Deformity it felf agreeable.

Conftancy is natural to perfons of even tempers and uniform difpo-
fitions, and may be acquired by thofe of the greateft Ficklenefs, Vio-
lence and Paffion, who confider feriou-ﬂy the terms of union upon which
they come rogéther, the mutual intereft in which they are engaged, with
all the motives that ought te incite their tendernefs and compaflion ro-
wards thofe who have their dependance upon them, and are embarked
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with them for life in the fame ftate of Happinefs or Mifery. Conftancy,
when it grows in the mind upon confiderations of this nature, becomes a
moral Virtue, and a kind of Good-nature, that is not fubjeét to any
change of Health, Age, Fortune, or any of thofe accidents which  are
apt to unfettle the beft Difpofitions that are founded rather in confliru.
tion than in reafon. Where fuch a Conftancy as this is wanting, the
moft inflamed Paflion may fall away into coldnefs and indifference, and
the molt melting Tendernefs degenerate into hatred and averfion, |
fhall conclude this paper with a ftory that is very well known in the
North of England.

About thirty years ago, aPacket-boat that had feveral paflengers on board
was caft away upon a Rock, and info great danger of finking, that all who
wereinit endeavoured to fave themfelves as well as they could, though onl y
thofe who could fwim well had a bare poflibility of doing it. Among the
pallengers there were two women of fathion, who feeingthemfelves in fuch
a_difconfolate condition, begged of their Husbands not to leave them,
One of them chofe rather to die with his Wife, than to forfake her: the
other, though he was moved with the utmoft compaflion for his Wife,
told her, that for the good of their Children, it was better one of them
fhould live, than both perith. By a great piece of good luck, next to
a miracle, when one of our good Men had taken the laft and long fare-
wel in order o fave himfelf, and the other held in his arms the perfon
that was dearer to him than life, the Ship was preferved. It is with a
fecret forrow and vexation of mind that I muft tell the fequel of the
flory, and let my Reader know, that this faithful Pair who were ready
to have died in each others arms, about three years after their efcape,
upon fome trifling difguft, grew to a coldnefs at firft, and at length fell
out to fuch a degree, that they left one another, and parted for ever.
The other Cougile lived together in an uninterrupted friendthip and feli-
city ; and what was remarkable, the Husband whom the thipwreck had
like to have feparated from his Wife, died a few months after her, not
being able to furvive the lofs of her.

I muft confefls, there is fomething in the changeablenefs and incon-
ftancy of humane Nature, that very often both dejects and terrifies me.
Whatever I am at prefent, I tremble to think what I may be. While I
find this principle in me, how can I aflure my {elf, that I fhall be always
true to my God, my friend, or my felf? in fhort, without Conftancy
there is neither love, friendfhip; or virtue in the world,

~ Saturday,
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