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IN° 216.  Saturdayy Auguff 26. @ 1710.

---------- Nugss addere poﬂfﬁﬂ-

From my own Apartment, Auguft 5.

ATURE is full of wonders; every Atom is a {tanding miracle,
N and endowed with fuch qualities, as could not be impreffed on

it by a power and wifdom lefs than infinite. For this reafon, I
would not difcourage any Searches that are made into the moft minute
and trivial parts of the Creation. However, f{ince the world abounds in
the nobleft fields of fpeculation, it is, methinks, ‘the mark of a little
Genius to be wholly converfant among Infeéts, Reptiles, Animalcules,
and thofe trifling rarities that furnifh out the apartment of a Virtuofo.

There are fome men whofe heads are fo odly turned this way, that
though they are utter ftrangers to the common occurrences of life, they
are able to difcover the Sex of a Cockle, or defcribe the Generation of
a Mite, in all its circumftances. They are fo little verfed in the world,
that they fcarce know a Horfe from an Oxe; but at the fame time will
tell you, with great deal of gravity, that a Flea is a Rhinoceros, and a
Snail an Hermaphrodite. 1 have known one of thefe whimfical Phi.
lofophers who has fet a greater value upon a colleétion of Spiders than he
would upon a flock of Sheep, and has fold his Coat off his back to pur-
chafe a Tlarantula.

I would not have a Scholar wholly unacquainted with thefe Secrets and
Curiofities of Nature ; but certainly the mind of man, that is capable of
fo much higher contemplations, fhould not be altogether fixed upon fuch
mean and difproportioned objeéts. Obfervations of this kind are apt to
alienate us too mtich from the knowledge of the World, and to make us
ferious upon trifles, by which means they expofe' Philofophy to the ridi-
cule of the Witty, and the contempt of the Ignorant. In fhort, ftudies
of this . nature fhould be the Diverfions, Relaxations, and Amufements,
not the Care, Bufinefs, and Cencern of Life.

It
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It is indeed wonderful to confider, that there fhould be a fort of
I.earned Men who are wholly.employed in gathering togetherthe Refufe
of Nature, if T'may call it fo, and hoarding up in their Chefts and Ca.
binets fuch Creatures as others induftriouily avoid the fight of. Ope
does nat know how to mention fome of the moft: precious parts of
their Treafure, without a kind of an Apology for it. I have been fhown
a Beetle valued at twenty-Crowns;-and a Toad at an hundred: But we
muft take this for a ‘general rule, that whatever appears trivial or obfcene
in the common notions of the world, looks grave and philofophical in
the eye of a Virtuofo.

To fhow this humour in its perfeétion, I fhall prefent my reader with
the Legacy of a certain Virtuofo, who laid out a confiderable eftate in
Natural Rarities ‘and Curiofities, which upon his Death-bed he bequeathed
to his relations and friends in the following words:

The Will of a Virtuofo.

I Nicholas Gimcrack being in found Health of Mind, . but: in great
Weaknefs of Body, do by this my laft ‘"Will and Teflament beftow
my worldly Goods and Chattels in manner following:

TImprimis, To my dear Wife,
One Box of Butterflies,
“One Drawer of Shells,
A Female Skeleton,
A dried Cockatrice.

Irem, To my Daughter Elizabeth.
My receipt for preferving dead-Caterpillars, :
As alfo my preparations'of Winter May-dew; and Embno Pickle,

Item, 'To my little Daughter Fanny,
Three Crocodile’s Eggs.
‘And upon the Birth of her firft Child, if fhe marries with her Moe-
ther’s confent;
The Neft of an Humming-Bird.

1zem, To my eldeft Brother, as an acknowledgment for the Lands
he has vefted in my Sen Charles, 1 bequeath
My laft year’s cellection of Grafhoppers.

“Jtem, 'To his Daughter-Sufannab, being his only Ch;ld Ibetfﬁ-ea[«h my
Englifb Weeds pqﬁcd on R.FJ}"TI Papery ==
With my large Folio of Indian Cabbage. Trem,
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Item, To my learned and worthy friend Dr. Fobannes Elfirickius,
Profeflor in Anatomy, and my aflociate in the {tudies of Nawure, as an
eternal Monument of my affeétion and friendfhip for him, I bequeath

My Rat’s Tefticles, and

W hale’s Pizule,
To him and his Iffue Male; and in defaunlt of fuchIflue in the faid Dr. £/
ferickius, then to return to my Executor and his Heirs for eyer.

Having fully provided for my Nephew Ifzac, by making over to him
fome years fince
A horned Scarabausy.
The Skin of a Rattle-fnake, and
The Mummy of an Egyptian King, .
F'make no further provifion for him in this my Will

My eldeft Son Fobn having fpoken difrefpe@ifully of his little Sifter
whom 1 keep by me in Spirits of Wine, and in many other inftances be-
haved himfelf undutifully towards me, I do difinherit, and wholly cut off
from any part of this my perfonal Eftate, by giving him a fingle Cockle
Shell.

To my fecond Son Charles 1 give and’bequeath all my Flowers, Plants,
Minerals, Mofles, Shells, Pebbles, Foffils, Beetles, Butterflies, Caterpillars,
Grafhoppers, and Vermin, not above fpecified: As alfo all my Monfters,
both wet and dry, making the faid Charles whole and fole Executor of
this my laft Will and Teitament; he paying, or caufing to be paid, the
aforefaid Legacies within the fpace of fix months after my deceafe. And
I.do hereby revoke all other Wills whatfoever by me formerly made.

ADV.ERTISEMENT.

Whereas an ignorant Upflart. in Aftrology bas publickly endeavonred
to perfiade the world, that heisthe late John Partridge, who died the
28¢h of March, 170835 Thefe are to certifie all whom it may concern, That
the true John Partridge was not only dead at that time, but continues [ote
this prefent day.

Beware of Counterfeits, for fuch are abroad.

Tharfday,
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