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N° 218. | Thurfday, Augaft 30. 1710.

Scriptorum Chorus omuss amat nemus et fugit wrbes.  Hor,

From my own Apariment, Augufl 30.

Chanced to rife very early one particular morning this Summer, and

took a walk into the country to divert my felf among the fields and

meadows, while the Green was new, and the Flowers in their bloom.
As at this feafon of the year every Lane is a beautiful walk, and every
Hedge full of Nofegays, 1loft my felf with a great deal of pleafure among
feveral Thickets and Bufhes that were filled with a great variety of Birds,
and an agreeable confufion of Notes, which formed the pleafanteft Scene
in the world to one who had pafled a whole winter in noife and fmoke.
The frefhnefs of the Dews that lay upon every thing about me, with
the cool breath of the morning, which infpired the Birds with fo many
delightful Inftinéts, created in me the fame kind of animal pleafure, and
made my heart overflow with fuch fecret emotions of joy and {atisfaéti-
on as are not to be deferibed or accounted for. On this occafion, I could
not but reflect upon a beautiful:Simile in Mz/zon :

As one who lgng in populous city pent, .
Where boufes thick, and fewers, annoy the air,
Forth iffuing on a Summer’s morn; to breathe
Among the pleafant Villages, and Farms
Adjour’ d, from eacl thing met conceives delight :
The fmelt of Grain, ar tedded Grafs, or Kine,’
Or Dairy, each rural fight, each rural found.

Thofe who are converfant in the writings of polite Authors, receive an
additional entertainment from the Country, as it revives in their memories

thofe - charming defcriptions with which fuch Authors do frequent-
iy abound.
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Lwas thinking of the foregoing beautiful Simile in Miltor, and apply-
ing it to my {eif, when I obferved tothe windward of me a black Cloud
falling to the carth in long trails of Rain, which made me betake my
felf for fhelter to a houfe which I faw at a little diftance from the place
where I was walking. As I fat in the Porch, I heard the voices of twao
or three perfons, who feemed very earnefl in difcourfe. - My Curiofity
was raifed when I heard the names of Alexander the Great and Artas-
erxess and as their talk feemed to run on ancient Hevoes, I conecluded
there could fiot be any fecret in it; for which reafon I thought I might
very farly liften to what they faid.

After feveral Parallels between great Men, which appeared to me alto-
getheér groundlefs and chimerical; I was furprized to hear one fay, That
he valued the Black Prince more than the Duke of Fendofine. How
the Duke of 7endsfime thould become a Rival of the Black Priuce’s, I
could not conceive: And was more ftartled when I heard a fecond affirm
with great vehemence, That if the Emperor of Germany was not going
offi he fhould like him better than either of them. He added, That
though: the feafon was fo changeable, the Duke of Mariborouglh was in
bldoming beauty. [ was wondering to my felf from whence they had re-
céived this odd intelligence, efpecially when I heard them mention the
names of feveral other great' Generals, as'the Prince of (Heffe, and the
King of Sweden, who, they faid, wete both running away. - To which
they  added, what I entirely agreed with themin, That the.Crown of
Frawce wasivery weak, but thavthe Marefchal P7llers il kept: his Co-
lours. At laft one of them told the company, If they would go' along
witly him,/ he ‘would fhow them a Chimney-fweeper'and a Painted Lady
in the fame bed, which he was fure' would very much pleafe them. The
fiower Which had driven them, as well 45 my:felf, into the houfe, wasnow
over: and as they were paffing by me into the Gardeén, I asked them to
let me be one of their company.

The Gentleman of the houfe told me, if I delighted' in Flowers; it
would be worth my while, for that he believed he could fiow me fuch
ablow of Tulips as was not to be matched in the whole country:

I accepted the offer, and immediately found that they had béen talking
in terms of Gardening, and ‘that the Kings and Generals they had menti=
oned were only fo many Tulips, to which the Gardiners, according to
their ufual cuftom, had given fuch high titles and appéllations of honour.

I was very much pleafed and aftonifhied at the glorious Show of thefe
gay Vegetables, that arofe in great profufion on alb the banks about us.

Vor, IL X x Some
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Sometimes T confidered them with the eye of ‘an crdinary Spe&ator as {o
many beautiful Objects, vernithed over with a natural glofs, and ftained
with fuch a variety of Colours, as are not to be equalled in any artificial
Dyes or Tinétures. Sometimes I confidered every Leaf asan- elaborate
piece of Tiflue, in which the threads and fibres. were woven together
into different Configurations, which gave a different colouring to. the:
Light as it glanced on the feveral parts of the furface. Sometimes I con-
fidered the whole bed of Tulips, according to the notion of the greateft
Mathematician and Philofopher that ever lived, as a.multitude of Optick
Inftruments, defigned for the feparating Light into all thofe various colours
of which it is compofed. '

[ was awakened out of thefe my Philofophical Speculations, by obfer-:
ving the company often feemed to laugh at me. I accidentally praifed a
Tulip as one of the fineft that Lever faw; upon which they told me, it
was a common Fool's: coat.  Upon that T praifed a {fecond, which it feems
was but another kind of Fool's-coat. I had the fame fate with two or
three more; for which reafon I defired'the Owner of the Garden ‘to let
me know which were the fineft of the flowers, for that I was fo unskil-
ful in the Art, thatl thought the moft beautiful were the moft valuable,
and that thofe which had the gayeft colours were the moft beautiful.
The Gentleman fmiled at my ignorance: He feemed a very plain honeft
man, and a perfon of good fenfe, had not his head been touched with that
diftemper which Hippocrates calls the Tulippo-Mania, Todummopariz ;-in-
fomuch that he would talk very rationally on any Subjeét in the world
but a Thalip.

He told me, That he valued the bed of Flowers which lay beforeus,
and was not above twenty yards in length, and two in breadth, more
than he would the beft hundred Acres of land in England ; and added,
That it wonld have been worth twice the money it is, if a foolifh Cook-
maid of his had not almoft ruined him the laft winter, by miftaking an
handful of Tulip-roots for an heap of Onions, and by that means (fays
he) made me a dith of Pottage, that coft me above 1005/ Sterling. He
then thowed me what he thought the fineft of his Thulips, which I found
received all their value from their rarity and oddnefs, and put me inmind
of your great Fortunes, which-are not always the greateft Beauties.

1 have often looked upon it as a piece of happinefs, that I have never:
fallen into any of thefe fantaftical Taftes, nor eftcemed any thing the
more for its being uncommon and hard to be met with. For this realon,
Llook upon the whole eountry in Spring-time as a fpacious Gardm:i

an
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and make as many vifits to a fpot of Daifies, or a bank of Violets, as a
Florift does to his Borders and Parterres. There is not a Bufh in bloffTom
within a mile of me which I am not acquainted with, nor {carce a Daffa-
dil or Cowflip that withers away in my neighbourhood without my mif-
fing it. I walked home in this temper of mind through feveral fields and
meadows with an unfpeakable plealure, not without reflefting on the
bounty of Providence, which has made the moft pleafing and moft beau-
tiful objects the moft ordinary and moft common.

N° 220.  Tuefday, September 5. 1710.

Infan: fanus nomen ferat, equus smiqus,
Ultra quam fatis eft, virtutem f[i petar-ipfam. Hort.

From my own Apartment, September 4.

: AVING received many Letters filled with compliments and ac-
knowledgments for my late ufeful difcovery of the Political Ba-
rometer, 1 fhall here communicate to the publick an account of

my Ecclefiaftical Thermometer, the latter giving as manifeft Prognofti-

cations of the changes and revolutions in Church, as the former does of
thofe in' State, and both of them being abfolutely neceflary for every

-prudent {ubje¢t who is refolved to keep what he has, and get what he

can. :

The Church Thermometer, which T am now to treat of, is fuppofed

to have been invented: in the Reign of FHeary the ‘Eighth, about the time

when thatreligious Prince put fome to death for owning the Pope’s Su-
premacy, and others for denying Tranfubftantiation. 1 do not find,
however, any great ufe made of this Inftrument ll it fell into the hands
of a learned and Vigilant Prieit or Mini{ter, (for he ﬁ'c‘quent]y wirote
himfelf both one and the other) who was fome time Vicar of Bray. This

= XX2 Gen-
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