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and make as many vifits to a fpot of Daifies, or a bank of Violets, as a
Florift does to his Borders and Parterres. There is not a Bufh in bloffTom
within a mile of me which I am not acquainted with, nor {carce a Daffa-
dil or Cowflip that withers away in my neighbourhood without my mif-
fing it. I walked home in this temper of mind through feveral fields and
meadows with an unfpeakable plealure, not without reflefting on the
bounty of Providence, which has made the moft pleafing and moft beau-
tiful objects the moft ordinary and moft common.

N° 220.  Tuefday, September 5. 1710.

Infan: fanus nomen ferat, equus smiqus,
Ultra quam fatis eft, virtutem f[i petar-ipfam. Hort.

From my own Apartment, September 4.

: AVING received many Letters filled with compliments and ac-
knowledgments for my late ufeful difcovery of the Political Ba-
rometer, 1 fhall here communicate to the publick an account of

my Ecclefiaftical Thermometer, the latter giving as manifeft Prognofti-

cations of the changes and revolutions in Church, as the former does of
thofe in' State, and both of them being abfolutely neceflary for every

-prudent {ubje¢t who is refolved to keep what he has, and get what he

can. :

The Church Thermometer, which T am now to treat of, is fuppofed

to have been invented: in the Reign of FHeary the ‘Eighth, about the time

when thatreligious Prince put fome to death for owning the Pope’s Su-
premacy, and others for denying Tranfubftantiation. 1 do not find,
however, any great ufe made of this Inftrument ll it fell into the hands
of a learned and Vigilant Prieit or Mini{ter, (for he ﬁ'c‘quent]y wirote
himfelf both one and the other) who was fome time Vicar of Bray. This
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Gentleman lived in his Vicarage to a good old® Age ;- and after having
foen feveral Succeflions of his neighbouring-Clérgy either burnt or- ba-
nithed, departed this life with the fatisfaétion of having never deferted
his Flock, and died Vicar of Bray: s this Glals was firft defigned to
calculate the different degrees of heat in religion, as it raged in Popery,
or as it cooled and grew temperate in the Reformation, it was marked
At feveral diftances, after the manner our ordinary Thermometer is to
this dav, viz. Extreme bot,, Sultry hot, Very bot, Hot, Warm, Tem-
perate, Cold, Fuft freezing, Froft, Hard froff, Great froft, Extreme
codd.

It is well known, that Terzcellins, the inventor of the common Wea-
ther-glafs, made the experiment in a long Tube which held thirty two
foot of water 3 and: that a more modern V irtuofo finding fuch a Machine
altogether unweildly and ufelefs, and confidering that thirty two inches
of Quickfilver weighed as much as fo many foot of water in a Tube of
the fame circumference, invented that {izeable Inftrument which is now
inule. After. this manner, that I might adapt the Thermometer I am
now fpeaking of to the prefent conflitution of our Church, as divided
into High and Low, 1 have made fome neceffary variations both in the
Tube and the Fluid it contains. In the firft place, I ordered a T'ube to
be caft in a planetary hour, and took care to feal it hermetically, when
the Sun was in conjunétion with Satwrs. - I then took the proper pre-
cautions about the Fluid, which is a compound of two very difterent Li-
quors ; one of them aSpirit drawn out of a {trong heady wine; the other
a particular fort of Rock water, colder than ice, and clearer than chryftal.
The Spirit is of a red fiery colour, and fo very apt to ferment, that un-
lefs it be mingled with a propottion of the water, or pent up very clofe,
it will bur(t the ved@el that holds it, and fly up in fume and fmoak. The
Water on the contrary is of fuch a fubtle piercing cold, that unlefs it be
mingled with a proportion of the fpirits, it will fink through almoft eve-
ry thing that it is_put into, and feems to be of the fame nature as'the
water mentioned by Quimsus Curtius, which, fays the' Hiftorian, could
be contamed in nothing but in the hoof; or (as the Oxford Manufeript
has it) in the skull of an Afs. ‘The Thermometer is marked according
to the following figure, which I fee down at length, not only to give my
Reader a clear Idea of it, but alfo to fill up my paper.

Tgnorance.
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Ignorance.
Perfecution,
Wrath,

Zeal,
CHUORCH,
Moderation.
Lukewarmmnefs,
Infidelity.
Ignorance.

The Reader will obferve, that the Church is placed in the middle
point of the Glafs, between Zea/and Moderation, the fituation in which
fhe always flourifhes, and in which every good Euglifbman withes her who
is a friend to the conftitution of his country. However, when it mounts
to Zeal, it is not amifs; and when it finks to Moderation, is flill in a
moft admirable temper. The worft of it is, that when once it begins to
rife, it has {lill an inclination to afcend, infomuch that it is apt to climb
from Zeal to Wrath, and from ##rath to Per[ecution, which always ends
in Ignorance, and very often proceeds from it. In the fame manner it
frequently takes its progrefs through the lower half of the Glafs; and
when it has a tendency to fall, will gradually defcend from Moderation
to' Lukewarmnefs, and from Lukewarmuefs to Infidelity, which very
often terminates in Ignorance, and always proceeds from it.

It is a common obfervation, that the ordinary Thermometer will: be
affeéted by the breathing of people who arc in the room where it ftands;
and indeed, it is almoft incredible to conceive how the Glafs T am now
defcribing will fall by the breath of a'multitude crying Popery; or on
the contrary, how it will rife when the fame multitude (as it fometimes
happens) cry out in the fame breath, The Church is in danger.

As foon 25 I had finithed this my Glafs, and adjufted it to the above-
mentioned fcale of religion, that I might make proper experiments with
it, I carried it under my Cloak to feveral Coffee-hotfes, and other places
of refort about this great city. At St. Fames's Coffee-houfe, the Li-
quor ftood at Moderation; but at Will’s, to my extreme {urprize, it fub-
fided to the very loweft mark on the Glafs. At the Grecian it mounted
but juft one point higher; at the Rainbow, it {lill afcended two degrees:
%ﬁd’s fetched it up to Zeal, and.other adjacent Coffee-houfes to
Wrath,
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It fell into the lower half of the Glafs as T went further into the City,
till at length it fettled at Moderation, where it continued all the time | ftay-
ed about the Change, as alfo whillt I paffed by the Bant. And here [
cannot but take notice, that through the whole courfe of my remarks,
I never obferved my Glafs to rife at the fame time that the Stocks did.

‘T'o compleat the experiment, I prevailed upen- a friend of mine, who
works under me in the Occult Sciences, to make a progrefs with my Glafs
through the whole Ifland of Grear Brf'm:};; and after his return, to pre.
fent me with a regifter of his obfervations. -1 guefled befqre—hand at the
temper of feveral places he paffed through, b}j the charatters they have
<had time ‘out-.of mind. Thus that facetious Divine, Dr. Fuilery {peaking
of the town of Banbury near a hundred years ago, tells us, it was a place
famous for'Cakes and Zea/, which I find by my Glafs is true to this
day as to-the latter part of this defcription; though Irr_:u[t confefs, it i
‘ot in'the fame reputation for Cakes that it was in the time of that learn-
ced Author; and thus of other places. In thort, I have now by me, di-
cgelted in an alphabetical order, all the Counties, Corporations and. Bo-
.roughs, in Great Britain, with their refpective tempers, as they ftand
related to my Thermometer: But this T fhall keep to'my felf, becaufe
I would by no'means do-any thing that may feem to influence any enfu-
ing Eleétions.

The point of Poérine which-I would ‘propagate by this my invention,
is the fame which was long ago advanced by that able Teacher Forace,
-out of whom I have taken my text for this difcourfe: We fhould be
careful not to overthoot our felves in the purfuits even of Virtue, Whe-
‘ther Zeal or Moderation be the.point we aim at, let us keep fire out of
‘the oney and froft iout of the other. But alas! the world is too wife to
want fuch a precaution, The’ terms High-Church and Low-Chureh, as
commonly ufed, do not {o much denote a Principle, as they diftinguith a
Party. They are like words of battle, that have nothing to do with their
original-fignification, but are only given out to keep a body of men to-
gether, and to-let them kiow friends from enemies.

I muft confefs, I have .confidered with fome little attention the influ-
ence which the opinions of thefe great National Seéts have upon their
praétice ; and do look upon it as one of the unaccountable things of our
-times, that multitudes of honeft Gentlemen; who entirely agree in their
eLives, fhould take it in their keads to differin their Religion.

1 Thurfday,
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