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346 The ~T AT LE K. N° 226,

Ne 226, Tuefday, September 19. 1710

—-— Juvenis quondam, nunc Femina Ceneus,
Et fato in veterem vurfis vevolula figuram. Virg.

From my own Apartment, September 18.

T is one of the defigns of this paper to tranfmit to Pofterity an ac-
count of every thing that is monftrous in my own times. For this
reafon I fhall here publifh to the world the Life of a perfon who was

neither mam nor woman, as written by one of my ingenious Correfpon-
dents, who feems to: have imitated Plitarchin that multifarious Eruditi.
on, and thofe occafional diflertations, which he has wrought into the bo-
dy of his hiftory. The Life [ am putting out, is that of Margery, alias
Sohn Toung, commonly known by the name of Dr. Zoung, who (as the
town very well knows) was a woman that practifed Phyfick-in man’s

clothes, and after having had two wives and {everal children, died abour.
a month fince.

§ IR,

¢c T Here make bold to trouble you with a fhort account of the famous

« Doctor Zoung's life, which you may call (if you pleafe) a fecond
« part of the Faree of the Sham Doctor. 'This perhaps will not feem fo
« {trange to you, who (if I am not miftaken) have {omewhere mentio-
« ned with Honour your Sifter Kirlews as a Pra@titioner both in Phy-
« fick and Aftrology: But in the common opinion of mankind, a She-
« quack is altogether as {trange and aftonifhing a creature as a Centaur
« that praétifed Phyfick in the days of Aehilles, or as King Phys in the
« Rebearfal. Afculapius, the great Founder of your Are, was particu-
« larly famous for his Beard, as we may conclude from the behaviour of
« 3 Tyrant, who is branded by Heathen hiftorians as guilty both of Sa-
« crilege and Blafphemy, having robbed the Statue of Eféwlapius of 2

¢ thick
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¢ thick bufhy golden beard, and then:alledged for his excufe, That it
« was a [bame the Son [bould bave a Beard when bis Father Apollo bad
« mone. 'This latter inftance indeed feems fomething to favour a Female
« Profeflor, fince (asl have been told) the antient {tatues of Apolio are
« generally made with the head and face of a Woman: Nay, I have
% been credibly informed by thofe who have {een them both, that the
“ famous Apollo in the Belvidera did very much refemble Dr. 2oung.
« Let that be as it will, the Doctor was a kind of Amazonx in Phyfick,
« that made as great devaftations and {laughters as any of our chief He-
« roes in the art, and was as fatal to the Zwugli/b in thefe our days, as the
« famous Yean 4’ Arc was in thofe of our Forefathers. 3

¢ ] do not find any thing remarkable in the life I am about to write till
« the year 1695, ar which time the Doélor, being about twenty three
& years old, was brought to bed of a Baftard Child. . The fcandal of fuch
« a Misfortune gave {o great uneafinefs to pretty Mrs. Peggy, (for that
« was the name by which the Deoctor .was then called) that the left her
« Family, and followed her Lover to Londox, with a. fixed refolution
“« fome way or other to recover herloft reputation : But inftead of chang-
“ ing her Life, which one would have expected from fo good a difpofition
% of mind, fhe took it in her head to change her Sex. This was foon
“« done by the help of a Sword, and a pair of Breeches. I have reafon
“« to believe, that her firft defign was to turn Man-midwife, having her
« {elf had fome experience in thofe affairs: But thinking this too nar-
« row a foundation for her future fortune, fhe at length bought her a
¢« Gold Button Coat, and fet up for a Phyfician. - Thus we fee the fame
« faral mifcarriage in her youth made Mrs. Zvwng a Doctor, that for-
« merly made one of the fame Sex a Pope.

« The Doéor fucceeded very well in' his bufinefs at firft, but very
¢ often met with accidents that difquieted him. As he wanted that deep
« magifterial Voice which gives authority to a prefcription, and is abfo-
« Jutely neceffary for the right pronouncing of thofe words, Take thefe
« P;llc, he unfortunately got the nickname of the Sgweaking Dotior.
« If this circumftance alarmed the Doélor, there was another that gave
% him no {mall difquiet, and very much diminifhed his gains. In fhort,
« he found himfelf run down as a fuperficial prating Quack,in all families
% that had at the head of them a cautious Father, or a jealous Husband.
« Thefe would often complain among one another, that they did not
¢ like fuch a fmock-faced Phyfician; though in truth had they Known
“ how juftly he deferved that name, they would rather have favoured
“ his praétice, than have apprehended any thing from it.
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“ Such were the motives that determined Mrs. Young to change her
“ condition, and take in marriage a virtuous young woman, who lived
“ with her in good reputation, and made her the Father of a Very pret-
“ ty Girl. But this part of her happinels was foon after defiroyed by q
« diftemper which was too hard for our Phyfician, and carried off his
« Wife. The Dotor had not been a Widow long, before he married
“ his fecond Lady, with whom zl{fo he lived in very good underftand.
“ing. It fo happened, that the Dofor was with Child at the fame
“ time that his Lady was; but the little ones coming both together, they
“ pafled for Twins. The Dottor having entirely eftablithed the reputa-
“ tion of his manhood, efpecially by the birth of the Boy of whom he
“ had been lately delivered, and who very much refembles him, grew in-
“ to good bufinefs, and w as particularly famous for the cure of V enereal
“ Diftempers; but would have had much more practice among his own,
% Sex, had not fome of them been fo unrealonable 1s to demand certain.
¢ proofs of their cure, which the Do@or was not able to give them,
“ The florid blooming look, which gave the Door fome uneafinefs at
“ firlt, inftead of betraying his Perfon, only recommended his Phyfick,
“ Upon this occafion I cannot forbear mentioning what I thought a very
¢ agreeable furprize in one of Maliere’s Plays, where a young woman
“ applies her felf to a fick Perfon in the habit of a Quack, and fpeaks to
“ her Patient, who was fomething fcandalized at the youth of his Phy.
¢ fician, to the following purpofe I begun to practife in the Reign
“ of Vrancis 1. and am wow in the bundred and Jiftieth year of my age;
“ but, by the virtue of my Medicaments, have maintained my [elf in the
« fame beanty and frefonefs I had ar fifteen. For this reafon Hippo-
‘“ ¢rates lays it down as a rule, that a Student in Phyfick fhould have a
“ found Conftitution, and a healthy Look; which indeed {feem as ne-
“ ceffary Qualifications for a Phyfician, as a good Life, and virtuous Be-
“ haviour, for a Divine. But to return to our fubje®. About two
* years ago the Doctor was very much affli®ed with the Vapours, which
“ grew upon him to fuch a degree, that about fix weeks fince they made
“ an end of him. His death difcovered the difguife he had aéted un-
“ der, and brought him back again to his former Sex, *Tic faid, that
* at his burial the Pall was held up by fix Women of fome fathion, The
¢ Dottor left behind him 2 Widow, and two Fatherlefs Children, if they
“ may be called fo, befides the little Boy before-mentioned. In relation
“ to whom we may fay of the Do&or, as the good old Ballad about 7/e
« Children in the [Wood fays of the unnatural Uncle, that he was Farhec;

% an
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« and Mother both in one. ‘Thefe are all the ‘circumftances that T could
4 learn of Dottor 2oung’s Life, which might have given occafion to ma-
“ny obfcene fictions: But as I know thofe would never have gained a
¢ place in your paper, I have not troubled you with any impertinence of
@ that nature ; having ftuck to the truth very fcrupuloudly, s I always do

« whea I fubfcribe my felf,
ST R, Toury &c,

I fhall'add, as a Poftfcript o this Letter, that I am informed, the fa-
mous Szltero, who fells Coffee in his Mufeeum at Chelféa, has by him a
euriofity which helped the Dottor to carry on his Impofture, and will
give great fatisfattion to the curious Inquirer.

N° 229.  Tuefday, September 26. 1710.

Quafitans meritis fume fuperbiam. Hor.

From my own Apartment, September 25.

HE whole Creation preys upon it felf: Every living Creature is
inhabited. A Flea has a thoufand invifible Infeéts that teaze him
- as he jumps from place to place, and revenge our quarrels upon
him. A very ordinary Microfcope fhows us, that a Loufe is it {¢lf &
very loufie creature. A Whale, befides thofe Seas and Oceans in the
feveral vefels of his body, which are filled with innumerable fhoals of
little Animals, carries about it a whole world of inhabitants; infomuch
that, if we believe the calculations fome have made, there are more living
Creatures which are too {mall for the naked eye ‘to behold about the Le-
viathan, than there are of vifible Creatures upon' the face of the whole
Farth. Thus every nobler Creature is at it were the bafis and fupport
of multitudes that are his inferiors. =
This confideration very much comforts me, when T think on thofe
numberlefs Vermin' that feed upon this paper, ‘and find their fuflenance

out of it; I mean, the fmall Wits and Scribblers that every day turn a
: Penny
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