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angg. T be T A D it E K. 355‘

Such Criticifms make a man of Senfe fick, and a Fool merry.

The next Paragraph of the paper we are talking of, falls upon fome
body whom I am at a lofs to guefs at: But I find the whole invective
turns upon 2 man who (it feems) has been imprifoned for debt. Who-
ever he was, I moft heartily pity him; but at the fame time muft put
the Examiner in mind, that notwithftanding he is a Critick, he #tili
ought to remember he is a Chriftian. Poverty was never thought a pro-
per fubject for ridicule ; and I do not remember that I ever met with a
Satyr upon a Beggar.

As for thofe little Retortings of my own expreflions, of being dull by
defign, witty in October, fbining, excelling, and {o forth; they are the
common Cavils of every Witlin, who has no other method of thowing
his Parts, but by little variations and repetitions of the man’s words
whom he attacks.

But the truth of it is, the paper before me, not only in this particular,
but in its very effence, is like Owid’s Echo:
ne nec reticere loguenti,

Nece prior ipfa logui didicit.

I fhould not have deferved the chara&er of a Cenfor, had I not ani-
madverted upon the above-mentioned Author by a gentle chaftifement :
But I know my Reader will not pardon me, unlefs I declare, that no-
thing of this nature for the future (unlefs it be written with fome Wit)
fhall divert me from my care of the publick,
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Ad populum phaleras.—--—-— " Perf,

Erom my own Apartment, Offober 10.

DO not remember that in any of my Lucubrations I have touched
upon that ufeful Science of Phyfick, notwithftanding I have declared
my felf more than once a Profeffor of it. I have indeed joined the
{tudy of Aftrology with it, becaufe -in::ver knew a Phyfician recommend
Lza2 him-
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himfelf to the publick who had not a Sifter art to embellifh hi:s know-
ledge in Medicine. It has been commonly obferved in compliment to
the Ingenious of our profeflion, that Apolle was God of Verfe as well as
Phyfick; and in all ages the moft celebrated Practitioners of our country
were the particular favourites of the Mufes. Poetry to Phyfick is indeed
like the gilding to a Pill; it makes the art fhine, and covers the feverity
of the Dottor with the agreeablenefs of the Companion.

The very foundation of Poetry is good fenfe, if we may allow Horace
to be a judge of the art.

Scribendi recte fapere efl, et principium, et fons.

And if fo, we have reafon to believe, that the fame man who writes well
can prefcribe well, if he has applied himfelf to the ftudy of both. Be-
fides, when we fee a Man making profeflion of two different Sciences, it
is natural for us to believe he is no Pretender in that which we are not
judges of, when we find him skilful in that which we underftand.

Ordinary Quacks and Chatlatans are throughly fenfible how neceffa-
ry itis to fupport themfelves by thefe collateral affiftances, and therefore
always lay their claim to fome fupernumerary Accomplifhments which
are wholly foreign to their profeflion. :

About twenty years ago, it was impoflible to walk the fireets without
having an Advertifement thruft into your hand of a Doétor whe was ar-
rived at the knowledge of the green and red Dragony and had diftovered
the Female Fern Seed. No body ever knew what this meant; but the
green and red Dragon fo amufed the people, that the Do&or lived very.
comfortably upon them. About the fame time there was pafted a very
hard word upon every corner of the ftreets. This, to the beft of my
remembrance, was

TETRACHYr M AG O GO N,

Which drew great fhoals of Speators about it, who read the bill that it
introduced with unfpeakable curiofity; and when they were fick, would
have no body but this L.earned man for their Phyfician.

[ once received an Advertifement of one who had fludied thirty years
by Candle-light for the good of bis countrymen. He might have ftudied
twice as long by Day-light, and never have been taken notice of: But
Elucubrations cannot be over-valued. There are fome who have gained
them{elves great reputation for Phyfick by their birth, as the Seventh
Son of @ Seventh Son; and others by not being born at all, as the ;Dﬂ-
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born ‘Doétor, who, I hear, is lately gone the way of his Patients, ha-
ving died worth five hundred Pounds per Amwum, though he was not
born to a halfpenny.

My ingenious friend Doétor S¢ffold, fucceeded my old contemporary
Dottor Li/ly in the ftudies both of Phyfick and Aftrology, to which he
added that of Poetry, as was to be feen both upon the fign where he
lived, and in the Bills which he diftributed. He was fucceeded by Doétor
Café, who erafed the Verfes of his Predecefior out of the Sign-poft, and
fubflituted in their ftead two of his own, which were as follow :

Within this Place
Lives ‘Doftor Cale.

He is faid to have got more by this Diftich, than Mr. Dryder did by
all his Works. There would be no end of enumerating the {everal ima-
ginary Perfections and unaccountable Artifices by which this tribe of men.
enfnare the minds of the vulgar, and gain crowds of admirers. I have
feen the whole front of a Mountebank’s Stage from one end to the o-
ther faced with Patents, Certificates, Medals, and Great Seals, by which
the feveral Princes of Europe have teftified their particular refpe@ and
efteem for the Doétor. Every Great man with a founding title has been
his Patient. I believe I have feen twenty Mountebanks that have given
Phyfick to the Czar of Mu/eovy. The Great Duke of Tu/Cany efcapes
no better, ‘The Ele€tor of Brandenburg was likewife a very good Pa-
tient.

This great condefcenfion of the Dofor draws upon him much good-
will from his Audience ; and it is ten to one, but if any of them be
troubled with an aching Tooth, his ambition will prompt him to get it
drawn by a perfon who has had fo many Princes, Kings, and Emperors,
under his hands.

I muft not leave this fubje& without obferving, that as Phyficians are
apt to deal in Poetry, Apothecaries endeavour to recommend themfelves
by Oratory, and are therefore without controverfie the moft Eloquent
perfons in the whole Brizifb Nation. I would not willingly difcourage
any of the Arts, efpecially that of which I am an humble Profefior ; but I
muft confefs, for the good of my native Country, I could wifh there
might be a fufpenfion of Phyfick for fome years, that our Kingdom,
which has been fo much exhaufted by the wars, might have leave to re-
cruit it felf.

As
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As for my felf, the only Phyfick which has brought me fafe to almoft
the age of man, and which I preferibe to all my friends, is Abitinence.
This is certainly the beft Phyfick for prevention, and very often the
moft effetual againft the prefent diftemper. In fhort, my Recipe is,
Take nothing.

Were the Body Politick to be phyficked like particular perfons, I
fhould venture to prefcribe to it after the fame manner. I remember
when our whole Ifland was fhaken with an Earthquake fome years ago,
there was an impudent Mountebank who fold Pills which (as he told the
country people) were very good againft an Earthquake. It may perhaps
be thought as abfurd to prefcribe a Diet for the allaying popular com-
‘motions, and national ferments. But Iam verily perfuaded, that if in
fuch a cafe a whole people were to enter into a courfe of Abflinence,
-and eat nothing but Water-gruel for a fortnight, it would abate the rage
and animofity of Parties, and not a little contribute to the cure of a di-
{tralted Nation. Such a Faft would have a natural tendency to the pro-
curing of thefe ends for which a Faft is ufually proclaimed. If any man
has a mind to enter on fuch a voluntary abftinence, it might not be im-
proper to give him the caution of Pyrbagoras in particular.

Abfline a Fabis.
« Abftain from Beans.

“That is, fay the Interpreters, meddle not with Eleétions, Beans having
been made ufe of by the Voters among the Athenians in the choice of
Magiftrates.

Saturday
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