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N°249. Saturday, November 11.  17T0.

Per varios cafus, per tor difcrimina rerum,

Tendimis, ===—r- Virg.

From my own Apartment, November 10.

Was laft night vifited by a friend of mine who has an inexhauftible
I fund of difcourfe, and never fails to entertain his company with a va-

riety of thoughts and hints that are altogether new and uncommon.
Whether it were in complaifance to my way of living, or his real opi-
nion, he advanced the following Paradox, That it required much greater
talents to fill up and become a Retired life, than 2 life of Bufinefs. Upon
this occafion he rallied very agreeably the Bufie men of the age, who
only valued themfelves for being in motion, and paffing through a feries
of trifling and infignificant Actions. In the heat of his difcourfe, feeinga
piece of money lying on my table, T defie (fays he) any of thefe adtive
perfons to produce half the Adventures that this T'welvepeny-piece has
be?_n engaged in, were it poflible for him to give us an account of his
Life.

My friend’s talk made fo odd an impref{fion upon my mind, that foon
after I was a-bed I fell infenfibly into a moft unaccountable Refuerie, that
had neither Moral nor Defign in it, and cannot be fo properly called a
Dream as a Delirium.

Methoughts the Shilling that lay upon the table reared it felf upon its
edge, and turning the face towards me, opened its mouth, and in a foft
{ilver {found gave me the following account of his Life and Adventures:

I was born, fays he, on the fide of a mountain, near a little village of
Pern, and made a voyage to England in an Ingot, under the Convoy of
Sir Francis Drake. 1 was, foon after my arrival, taken out of my I#di-
an habit, refined, naturalized, and put into the Britifb Mode, with the
face of Queen Elizabeth on one fide, and the Arms of the Country t}:»ln

the
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the other. Being thus equipped, I found in me a wonderful inclination
to ramble, and vifit all the parts of the new world into which I was
brought. The people very much favoured my natural difpofition, and
{hifred me fo faft from hand to hand, that before I was five years old, I
had travelled into almoft every corner of the nation. But in the begin-
ning of my fixth year, to my unfpeakable grief, I fell into the hands of
a miferablée old fellow, who clapped me into an Iron Cheft, where I
found five hundred more of my own quality who lay under the fame
confinement. The only relief we had, was to be taken out and counted
over in the frefh air every morning and evening. After an imprifonment
of feveral years, we heard fome body knocking at our Cheft, and break-
ing it open with an Hammer. This we found was the old man’s heir
who, as his Father lay a dying, wasfo good as to come to our releafe:
He feparated us that very day. ~ What was the fate of my companions I
know not: As for my felf, I was fent to the Apothecary’s fhop for a pint
of Sack. The Apothecary gave me to.an Herb-woman, the Herb-woman
to a Butcher, the Butcher to a Brewer, and the Brewer to his Wife,
who made a prefent of me to a Nonconformift Preacher. After this
manner I made my way merrily through the world; for, as I told you
before, we Shillings love nothing fo much as travelling. I fometimes
fetched in a Shoulder of Mutton, fometimes a Play-book, and often had
the fatisfaction to treat a Templer at a twelve-peny Ordinary, or carry
him with three friends to W#Weflminfler-Hall.

In the midit of this pleafant progrefs which I made from place to place,
I was arrefted by a fuperititious old woman, who {hut me up in a greazy
purfe, in purfuance of a foolith faying, That while fhe kept a Queen
Elizabeth’s Shilling about her, fhe fhould never be without Money. I
continued here a clofe Prifoner for many months, till at laft I was ex-
changed for eight and forty Farthings.

I thus rambled from Pocket to Pocket till the beginning of the Civil
Wars, when, to my fhame be it fpoken, I was employed in raifing Soldi-
ers againit the King: For being of a very tempting breadth, a Serjeant
made ufe of me to inveigle Country Fellows, and lift them in the fervice
of the Parliament.

As foon as he had made one man fure, his way was to oblige him to
take a Shilling of a more homely figure, and then praétife the fame trick
upon another. Thus Icontinued doing great mifchief to the Crown, till
my Officer chancing one morning to walk abroad earlier than ordinary,
facrificed me to. his pleafures, and made ufe of me to feduce a Milk-

Aaaz maid.
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maid. ' This wench bent me, and gave ‘me to her Sweetheart, applying
more properly than fhe intended the ufual form of, 7o my Love and from
my Love, « This ungenerous Gallant marrying her within few days after,
pawned me for a dram of Brandy, and drinking me out next day, I was
beaten flat with an hammer, and again fet a running.

After many adventures, which it would be tedious to relate,. I was
fent to a young Spendthrift, in company with' the Will of his deceafed
Father. * "The young Fellow, who I found was very extravagant, gave
great demontfirations of joy at the receiving of the Will: but opening it
he found himfelf difinherited and cut off from the poffeflion of a fair
Eftate, by virtue of my being made a prefent to him. This put him in-
to fuch a paflion, that after having taken me.in his hand, and curfed me,
he fquirred me away from him as faras he could fling me. I chanced
to light in'an unfrequented place under a dead wall, where [ lay undif-
covered and ufelefs, during the Ufurpation of Oliver Cromweil.

About a year after the King’s return, a poor Cavalier that was walking
there aboutr dinner-time fortunately caft his eye upon me, and, to the
great joy of us both, carried me to a Cook’sthop, where he dined upon
me, and drank the King’s health. When I came again into the world, I
found that I had been happier in my retirement than I thought, having
probably by that means efcaped wearing-a monftrous pair of Breeches.

Being now of great credit and antiquity, I was rather looked upon as
a Medal than an ordinary Coin ; for which reafon a Gamefter laid hold
of me, and converted me to a Counter, having got together fome dozens
of us for that ufe. Weled a melancholy life in his pofleflion, being bu-
fie at thofe hours wherein current coin is at reft, and partaking the fate
of our Mafier, being in a few moments valued ata Crown, a Pound, or
a Sixpence, according to the fituation in which the fortune of the Cards
placed us. 1 had at length the good luck to fee my Mafter break, by
which means I was again fent abroad under my primitive denomination
of a Shilling.

I fhall pafs over many other accidents of lefs moment, and haflen to
that fatal Cataftrophe when Ifell into'the hands of an Artift who con-
veyed me under ground, and with an unmerciful pair. of Sheers cut off
my Titles, clipped my Brims, retrenched my Shape, rubbed me to my
inmoft Ring, and, in fhort, fo fpoiled and pillaged me, that he did not
leave me worth a Groat. | You may think what a confufion I was in to
fee my felf thus curtailed and disfigured. I fhould have been afhamed
to have fhown my head, had not all my .old acquaintance been reduced

(4]
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to the {fame fhameful figure, cxcepting fome few that were punched
through the belly. In the midft of this general calamity, when every
body thought our misfortune irretrievable, and our cafe defperate, we
were thrown into the Furnace together, and (as_it often happens with
cities rifing out of a fire) appeared with greater beauty and luftre than
we could ever boaft of before. What has happened to me fince this
change of Sex which you now fee, I fhall take fome other opportunity
to relate.  In the mean time I fhall only repeat two Adventures, as be-
g very extraordinary, and neither of them having ever happened to me
above once in.my Life. The firlt was, my being in a Poet’s Pocket,
who was fo taken with the brightnefs and novelty of my appearance,
that it gave occafion to the fineft Burlefque Poem in the Britifh Lan-
guage, entituled from me, The fplendid Shilling. 'The fecond Adven-
ture, which I muft not omit, happened to me in the year 1703, when [
Was given away in charity to a blind man; but indeed this was by .a
miftake, the perfon who gave me having heedlefly thrown me into the:
Hat among a penyworth of Farthings.

Nez2so.  Zuefday, November 14. 1710,

§8cis etenim juftum gemina Jifpendere lance

zif‘rm;ﬁz'tés T e L Perf,

From my own Apartment, November 1 3.

Laft Winter erefted a Court of Juftice for the correcting of feveral
Enormities in Drefs'and Behaviour, which are not cognizable in any
other Courts of this Realm. | The Vintner’s cafe, which I there tryed,

is il frefh in every Man’s memory. ‘That of the Petticoar gave alfo
4 general fatisfaction, not'to mention the more important points of the
Cane and Perfpeéive ; in which, if I did not give Judgments and De-
crecs according to the ftriéteft Rules of Equity and Juftice, T can fafely
fay, T aéted according to the beft of my Under anding. " But as for the
Proceed-
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