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N° 253. . Tuefday, November 21. 1710.

Pietate gravem ac meritis fi forte virum quem

Confpexere, filent, arretifque auribus aflant. Virg,

From my own Apartment, November 20,
Extra& of the Journal of the Cowrz of Honour, 1710,
Die. Lune vicefimo Novembrisy hora nona Antemeridiana.

HE Court being fat; an Oath prepared by the Cenfor was admi.
niftred to' the afliftants on his Right hand, who were all fworn
upon their Honour. The women on his Left hand took the fame
Oath upon ‘their Reputation. Twelve Gentlemen of the. Horfe-guards
were impannelled, having unanimoufly chofen Mr. Alexander Trunchesy
who is their Right-hand man in the Troop, for their Foreman in thf;I
Jury. Mr. Truncheon immediately drew his {word, and holding it with
the point towards his own body, prefented it to the Cenfor. = Mr. Birs.
erftaffe received it, and after having furveyed the breadth of the blade.
and fharpnefs of the point, with more than ordinary attention, T‘E[urnec{
it to the Foreman in a very graceful mannér. ' The reft of the Jury, upon
the deliveryof the fword to their Foreman, drew all of them toéet%er
as one’ man, and faluted: the bench with fuch an: Air, as {ignified the moft
refigned fubmifion to-thofe who commanded them, and the oreatet
magnanimity to execute what they fhould command. 4

Mr. Bickerflaffe, after having received the compliments on his Right=
hand, caft his eye upon the Left, where the whole E‘emhIEajurv paid theit
refpeéts by‘a low ' Curtfie, and by laying their -hands upon their mouths
Their Forewoman was a profeffed Platonifl,, that had. fpent much of her
time in exhorting the Sex to fet ajuft value upon their perfons, and to
make the men know themfelves, ;

There
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There followed a profound filence, when at length, after fome recol-
le¢tion, the Cenfor, who continued hitherto uncovered, put on his Hat
with great dignity; and after having compofed the Brims of it in 2 man.
ner fuitable to the gravity of his Charater, he gave the following Charge,
which was received with filence and attention, that being the only ap-
plaufe which he admits of, or is ever given in his prefence.

“ The Nature of my office, and the Solemnity of this occafion, requi-
% ring that I fhould open my firft Seffion with a Speech, 1 fhall caft what
« T have to fay under two principal heads:

« Under the firft,I thall endeavour to fhow the Neceflity and Ufefulnefs
« of this new eretted Court; and under the fecond, I fhall give a word
“ of Adviceand Inftrution to every conftituent part of it.

*“ As for the firlt, it is well obferved by Phedras an Heathen Poet,

Nifi utile eff quod facimus, frufira eff gloria,

“Which is the fame, Ladies, as if [ thould fay, J¢ would be of no repu-
« tation for me to be Prefident of a Court which is of no benefit to the
% Publick. *Now the Advantages that may arife to the Weal Publick
“from this Inftitution will more plainly appear, if we confider what it
“ fuffers for the want of it. Are not our flreets daily filled with wild
“mpieces of Juftice and random Penalties? Are not Crimes undetermined,
“and Reparations difproportioned? How often have we feen the Lye
“ punifhed by death, and the Lyer hitnfelf deciding his own caufe; nay, not
“only ating the Judge, but the Executioner? Have we not known a
“Box on the ear more {everely accounted for than Manflaughter? Inthefe
“ extrajudicial proceedings of mankind, an unmannerly Jeft is frequent-
Iy as capital as a premeditated Murder.

% But the moft pernicious circumftance in this cafe is, that the man
“ who fuffers the injury muft put himfelf upon the fame foot of danger
% with him that gave it, before he can have his juft revenges fo that the
“ punithment 1s altogether accidental, and may fall as well upon the inno-
“ cent as the guilty. I fhall only mention a cafe which happens frequent-
% ly among the more polite nations of the world, and which I the rather
“ mention, becaufe both Sexes are concerned in it, and which therefore
“ you Gentlemen and you Ladies of the Jury will the rather take no-
“tice of; I mean that great and known cafe of Cuckoldom. Suppofing
“the perfon who has {uffered Infults in his dearer and better half; fuppo-
“fing, 'I fay, this perfon fhould refent the injuries done to his tender
% Vou. II. Bbb « Wife;
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Wife; What is the reparation he may expeét? Why, to be ufed-worfe
than his poor Lady, run through the body, and left breathlefs uponthe
bed of Honour. What then, will you on my Right hand fay, muft
the man do that is affronted? Muft our fides be elbowed, our fhins
broken? Muft the Wall, or perhaps our Miflrefs, be taken from' us?
May a man knit his forehead into a frown, tofs up his arm, or pifh at
what we fay; and muft the Villain live after it? Is there no redrefs for’
injured Honour? Yes, Gentlemen, that is the defign of the judicarure

we have here eftablifhed. -
« A Court of Confcience, we very well know, was ficlt inftituted for
the determining of feveral points of Property that were too little and

trivial for the Cognizance of higher Courts of Juftice. In the f{ame
manner, our Court of Honour is appointed for the examination of fe-.
veral Niceties and Punétilio’s that do not pafs for wrongs in the eye

of our common laws. But notwithftanding no Legiflators of any na-

tion have taken into ‘confideration thefe little circumilances, they are

{uch 2s often léad to crimes big enough for their infpection, though

they come before them too late for their redrefs.

« Befides, I appeal to you, Ladies, [Here Mr. Bickerltafle rurned to
his left band] if thefe are not the little flings and thorns in life that

make it more uneafy than its moft fubftantidl evils ¢ Confefs ingenuouf-

ly, Did you never lofe a Morning’s Devotions, becaufe you eould not

offer them up from the higheit place of the Pew? Have you not been’
in pain, :even at a Ball, becaufe another has been taken out to dance

before you? Do you love any of your friends fo much'as thofe that
are below you? Or have you any Favourites that walk on your Right

hand? You have an{wered me in your looks, I ask no more.

« | come now to the fecond part of ‘my difcourfe, which obliges me

to addrefs my felf in particular toithe refpeétive Members of the Court,

in ‘which I fhall be very brief. ' -

« As for you, Gentlemen and Ladies, my Afliftants and Grand Juties,

I have made choice of you on my Right hand, becaufe I know you ve-

ty jealous of your Honour; and you on my Left, hecaufe I know you

very much concerned for the Reputation of others; for which reafon |

expeét great exafinefs and impartiality in your Verdifts and Judg-

ments.

« I muft in the next place addrefs my felf to you, Gentlemen of
the Council: You all know, that T have not chofen you for your

Knowledge in the litigious parts of the Law, but becaufe you have all
s« of
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« of you formerly fought Duels, of which T have reafon to think you
« have repented, as being now fettled in the peaceable ftate of Bench-
«.ers. My advice to you is, only that in your Pleadings you are fhort
« and expreflive: To which end you are to banifh out of your Difcourfes
« all fynonymous Terms, and unneceflary Multiplications of Verbs and
@ Nouns. I do moreover forbid you the ufe of the words 4//6 and Jike-
« awife; and muft further declare, That if I catch any one among you,
« ypon any pretence whatfoever, ufing the particle or; I fhall inceffantly
« order him to be ftripped of his Gown, and thrown over the Bar.

Thhis is a true Copy,
Charles Lillie.
N. B. The fequel of the Proceedings of this day will be publifhed

on Tuefday next.
Sir Richard Steele affified im this paper.

i

N° 284. Thurfday, November 23. 17 10.
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From my own Apartmest, November 22.

HERE are no Books which I more delight in than in Travels,

l' efpecially thofe 'that deferibe remote Countries; and give the
writer an opportunity of fhowing his parts without incutring any

danger of being ‘examined or contradifted. Among all the Authors of
this Lind, our renowned Country-man Sit Fohn M andeville has diftin-
guithed himfelf’by the Copioufnefs of his Invention, and Greatnefs of his
Géenitie,© The fecond to Sir Fobr I take to have been Ferdinand Men-
dez Pinto, a perfon of infinite adventure, and' unbounded imagination.
One reads the Voyages of thefe two Great Wits with as much aftonifh-
ment as the Travels of Ulyffes in Homer; or of the Red-Crofs Knight in

Spenfer, - Allis Enchanted Ground, and Fairy Land.
Bbb 2 I
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