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pafs over them in filence, and fhall only obferve, that the honourable Au-
thor feems, by his Quotations, to have been well verled in. the ancient
Pocts, which perhaps raifed his fancy above the ordinary pitch of Hifte-
rians, and very much contributed to the embellithment of his writings.

IN° o55.  Saturday, November 25. 1710.

----- Nec te tua plarima, Panthen,

Labentem pretas nec Apollinis nfila texit. Virg.

From my own Apartment, November 2.4.
To the Cenfor of Great Britain.
SIR,
AM at prefent under very great. difficultios, which it is not in the pow-
I er of any one, befides your fRlfs to redrefs. Whether or mo you
Sball think it a proper café to come before yowr Gourt of Honour, I
cannot tells but thus it is: I am Chaplain to an honourable family, very
reqular at the bours of devotion, and I hope of an unblameable life; but
for not offering to rife at fecond conrfe, 1 found my Patron and bis La-
dy very fullen and out of bumonr, thongh at frft I did not know the rea-
fonof it. At length, when'l happened to belp my [elf to a Felly, the La-
dy of the boufe, otherwife a devout Woman, r{pfd e, ?_?Mr it did not be-
come a man of my Cloth to delight in fuch frivolous food: But as I flill
continued to fit out the laft Courfe, I was yeflerday infirmed by the But-
ler, that bis Lordfbip bad no further occafion for my Service. Al which
is bumbly [ubmitted to your confideration, by,
SIR, Your moft Humble Servant, &e.

The cafe of this Gentleman deferves pity, efpecially if he loves Swect-
meats, to which, if T may guefs by his Letter, he is no enemy. In the

mean time, 1 have often wondered at the Indecency of ciii'cardiﬂgl'tfi?
olie
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holieft man from the table as foon as the moft delicious patts of the ep-
tertainment are ferved up, and could never conceive a reafon for o ab-
furd a cuftom. Is it becaufe a liquorifh palate, ora fweet tooth (as they
call-it) is' not confiftent with the Sanéity of his chara&er? This is buta
trifling pretence. No man of the moit rigid Virtue gives offence by any
excefles in Plumb-pudding or Plumb-porridge, and that becaufe they are
the firft parts.of the dinner. Is there any thing that tends to Incitation
in Sweetmeats more than in ordinary difhes? Certainly not. Sugar-plumbs
are a very innocent diet, and Conferves of a much colder nature than our
common Pickles. T have fometimes thought, that the Ceremony of the
Chaplain’s flying away from the Deflfert was typical and figurative, to
matk out to the company how they ought to retire from all the lufcious
baits of tempration, and deny their appetites the gratifications that are
moft pleafing to them; or at leaft to {ignifie, that we ought to ftint our
felves in our moft lawful fatisfaétions, and not make our pleafure, but
our fupport, the end of eating: But moit certainly, if fuch a Leflon of
temperance had been neceflary at a table, our Clergy would have recom-
mended it to all the Lay-mafters of Families, and not have di-
{fturbed other men’s tables with fuch unfeafonable examples of Abfli-
nence. The original therefore of this barbarous cuftom, I take to have
been meerly accidental. ‘The Chaplain retired out of pure complaifance
to make room for the removal of the Difhes, or poffibly for the ranging
of the Deffert. This by degrees grew into a Duty, till at length, as the
fathion improved, the good man found himfelf cut off from the third part
of the Entertainment; and if the arrogance of the Patron goes on, it is
not impoflible but, in the next Generation, he may fee himfelf reduced
to the ‘T'ythe, or tenth Difh of the table; a fufficient caution not to part
with any privilege we are once poflefled of, . It was ufual for the Prielt
in old' times to feaft upon the Sacrifice, nay the Honey-cake, while the
hungry Laity looked upon him with great devotion, or as the late Lord
Rocheffer deferibes itin a lively manner:

And while the Priefl did eat, the peaple flared.

At prefent the cuftom is inverted; the Laity feaft, while the Prieft
ftands by as an humble Spectator. This neceffarily puts the good man
upon making great ravages on all the Dithes that ftand near him, and di-
ftinguifhing himfelf by voracioufnefs of appetite, as knowing that histime
is fhort. T would fainask thefe fliff-necked Patrons, whether they would
not take itill of a Chaplain'that, in his Grace after Meat; thould return

thanks
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thanks for the whole Entertainment, with an exception to the Deflert?
And yet I cannot but think, that in fucha proceeding he would but deal
with them as they deferved. What would a Romaen Catholick Prieft
think, who is always helped firft, and placed next the Ladies, fhould he
feea Clergyman giving his Company the flip at the firft appearance of the
Tarts or Sweet-meats? Would not he believe that he had the fame anri-
pathy to a candied Orange, or a piece of Puff-paft, as fome have to a
Chefbire Cheefe, or a Breaft of Mutton? Yet to fo ridiculous a height is
this foolith cuftom grown, that even the Chriffmas Pye, which in its very
nature is a kind of confecrated Cate, and a Badge of diftin@ion, is often
forbidden to the Druid of the family. Strange! that a Sirloin of Beef,
whether boiled or roafted, when entire, is expofed to his utmoft Depre-
dations and Incifions; but if minced into {mall pieces, and tofled up with
Plumbs and Sugar, changes its property, and, forfooth, is meat for his
Mafter.

In this cafe I know not which to cenfure, the Patron or the Chaplain,
the infolence of power, or the abje@nefs of dependence. For my own
patty I have often bluthed to fee a Gentleman, whom I knew to have
much more wit and learning than my felf; and who was bred up with me
at the Univerdity upon the fame foot of a liberal Education, treated in
fuch-an ignominious manner, and funk beneath thofe of his own rank, by
reafon of that Charaéter which ought to bring him honour. This deters
men of generous minds from placing themfelves in fuch a ftation of life,
and by that means frequently excludes perfons of quality from the impro-
ving and agreeable converfation of a learned and obfequious friend.

Mr, O/dbam lets us know, that he was affrighted from the thought of
fuch an ‘employment, by the fcandalous fort of treatment which often
accompanies it.

Some think themfelves exalted to the Sky,

If they light in fome Noble family:

Diet, an Horfe, and Thirty pounds a year,

Befides thadvantage of bis Lordfbip’s ear,

The credit of the bufinefs, and the flate,

Are things that in a Toungfler's fenfé found great.
- Little the umexperienc'd wretch does know,

What flavery be oft muft undergo:

Who the in filken Scarf; and Caffock dreft,

Wears but a gayer Livery at beft.
Vor, II. - Cee 7V her
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When dinner calls, the implement muft wait
With boly words to confecrate the meat.
But bold it for a favour feldom known,

If be be deign'd the bonour to fit down.
Soon as the Tarts appear, Sir Crape withdraw,
Thofe danties are not for a [piritual maw.
Obferve your diffance, and be fure to fland
Hard by the Ciftern withyour Cap in band :
There for diverfion you may pick your teeth,
Till the kind Voider comes for your relief.
Let others who fuch meanneffes can brook,
Strike countenance to ev'ry great man’s looks
I rate my freedom higher,

This Author’s Raillery is the Raillery of a friend, and* does not tura
the Sacred Order into Ridicule, but is a juft Cenfure on fuch perfons as
take advantage from the neceffities of a man of merit, to impofe on him
hardfhips that are by no means fuitable to the dignity of his profeflion.

N 256.  Tuefday, Noevember 28. vy1o.

——mm Noftrum ef} tantas componere Lites. Virg.

The Proceedings of the Court of Honour, beld in Sheer-lane on Monday

the 2oth of November 1710, befire Ifaac Bickerftaffe Efg; Cenfor of
Great Britain.

Eter Plumb, of London, Merchant, was indiéted by the Honoura-
P ble Mr. Thomas Gules, of Gule-ball in the County of S«lop, for
that the faid Perer Plumb did in Lombard-fireet, London, between

the hours of two and three in the afternoon, meet the faid Mr. Thomas
Gules, and after a fhort Salutation, put on his Hat, value five-pence, while
the Honourable Mr. Gu/es ftood bare-headed for the {pace of two feconds:
It was further urged againft the Ctiminal, That during his difcourfe with
the
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