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Monday wext is fet apart for the Tryal of feveral Female Canfes,
N. B. The Cafe of the Haffock will come on berween the beurs of
nine and ten,

Sir Richard Steele affiffed in this paper.

N° 257. * Thurfday, November 30. 1710.

In nova fert ammus mutatas dicéve formas
Corpora: Dii, ceeptis (nam vos musaftss et illas)
Alprate meis.mmrm=r=m Ovid. Met.

From my own Apartment, November 19.

VERY Nation is diftinguithed by produétions that are peculiar to
E it. Great Britain is particularly fruitful in Religions, that fhoot

up-and flourifh in this climate more than in any other. - We are fo
famous abroad for our great variety of Sets and Opirions, that an inge-
nious friend of mine, who is lately returned from his T'ravels, affures me,
there is a Show at this time carrred up and down in Gérmany, which re-
prefents all the Religions in Grea¢ Britain in Wax-work. Notwith-
ftanding that the pliancy of the matter in which the images are wrought
makes it capable of being moulded into all fhapes and figures, my friend
tells me, that he did not think it poflible for it to be twifted and tortu-
red into fo many skrewed faces and wry features as appeared 'in {everal
of the figures that compofed the Show. I was indeed fo pleafed with the
defign of the German Artift, that 1 begged my friend to give me an ac-
count of itin all its particulars, which he did after the following ‘man-
ner:

I have often, fays he, been prefent at a fhow of Elephants, Camels,
Dromedaries, and other dtrange ereatures, but I never faw fo great an
Aflembly of Speftators as were met together at the opening of this great
piece of Wax-work. We were all placed in a large hall, according to
the price that we had paid for qur feats: The Curtain that hung before
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the fhow was made by a Mafter of T'apeftry, who had woven it in the
figure of a monitrous Hydra that had feveral heads, which brandifhed
out their tongues, and feemed to hifs at' each other. Some of thefe
heads were large and entire ; and where any of them had been lopped
away, there {prouted up feveral in the room of them; infomuch that
for one head cut off, a man might fee ten, twenty, or an hundred of
a {maller fize, creeping through the wound. In fhort, the whole Pitture
was nathing but confufion and bloodfhed. On a fudden, fays my friend,
I was ftartled with a flourifh of many Mufical Inftruments that I had ne-
ver heard before, which was followed by a fhort tune (if it might be fo
called) wholly made up of Jars and Difcords. Among the reft, there
was an Organ, a Bagpipe, a Groaning-board; a-Stentorophonick Trum-
pet, with feveral wind-inftruments of a moft difagreeable found, which
[ do not fo much as know the names of. After a fhort flourifh, the Cur-
tain was drawn up, and we were prefented with the moft extraordinary
Affembly of figures that ever entered intoa Man’s Imagination. 1he de-
fign of the' Workman was fo well exprefled in the dumb fhow before us,
that it was not hard for an Englifbman to comprehend the meaning
of it.

The principal figures were placed in a row, confifting of feven per-
fons. The middle figure, which immediately attracted the eyes of the
whole company, and was much bigger than the reft, was formed like a
Matron, dreffed in the habit of an elderly Woman of Quality in Queen
Elizabeth’s days. The moft remarkable parts of her drefs, was the
Beaver with the fteeple Crown, the Scarf that was darker than Sable,
and the Lawn Apron that was whiter than Ermin. Her Gown was of
the richelt black Velvet, and juft upon her heart {ftudded with large Di-
amonds of an ineftimable value, difpofed in the form of a Crofs. She
bore an inexpreffible chearfulnefs and dignity in her Afpeét; and though
fhe feemed in years, appeared with fo much fpirit and vivacity, as gave
her at the fame time an air of old age and immortality: I found my
heart stouched with fo much Love and Reverence at the fight of her,
that the Tears ran down my face as Ilooked upon her; and {till the
more I Jooked upon her, the more my heart was melted with the fenti-
ments of filial tendernefs and duty. Idifcovered every moment fome-
thing fo charming in this figure, that I'could fearce take my eyes off it.
On its right hand  there fate the figure of awoman fo covered with or-
naments, that her face, her body, and her hands, were almoft entirely

hid under them. ‘The ligtle you could fee of her face was painted; and
what
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what I thought very odd, had fomething in it like artificial wrinkles
but I was the lefs furptifed at it, when I faw upon her forehead an old-
falhioned Tower of grey Hairs. Her ' Head-drefs rofe very high by
three feveral flories or degtées; her garments had a thoufand colours in
them, and were embroidered with Croffes in Gold, Silver and Silk : She
had nothing on, fo much as'a Glove or a Slipper, which was not ‘mark-
ed with this figure; nay, {o fuperftitionfly fond did fhe appear of it
that fhe fate crofs-legged. I was quickly fick \of this tawdry compofiti~
on of Ribands, Silks and Jewels, and therefore caft my eye on a Dame
whieh was juft the reverfe of it. I need not tell my Readet, 'that the
Lady before deferibed was Popery, or that fie f:am now: going to de-
feribe is Presbytery. She fate on the left hand of the venerable' Matron,
and {fo much refembled her in the features of her countenance, that fhe
feemed her Sifter; but at the fame time that ‘'one obferved a likenefs in
her beauty, one could not but take notice, that there was fomething in
it {fickly and fplenetick. Her face had enough to difcover the relation,
but it was drawn up into a peevifh figure, fowred with difcontent, and
overcaft with melancholy. - She feemed offended at the Matron: for the
fhape of her Hat, as too much refembling the triple Coronet of the per-
fon who fate by her. One might fee likewife, that the diffented from the
white Apron and the Crofs; for which reafons {he had made her felf a
plain homely dowdy, and turned her face towards the Seftaries that fate
on the left hand, as being afraid of ‘looking upon the Matron, left fhe
thould fee the Harlot by her. r ;

Oa the right hand of Popery fate Fudaifin, reprefented by an Old man
embroidered with Phylacteries, and diftinguithed by many typical fi-
gures, which I'had not skill enough ‘to unriddle. He was placed among
the rubbifh of a Temple ; but inftead of weeping over it, (which I fhould
have expefted from him) he was counting out a Bag of Money upon the
ruines of it.

On his right hand was Deifin, ‘or Natura! Religion. This was a fi-
gure of an half-naked aukward country Wench, who with proper or-
naments and education would have made an agreeable and beautiful Ap-
pearance ; but for want of thofe Advantages, was fuch a {pettacle as a
Man would blufh to'look upon. 0

[ have now, continued my friend, given you an account of thofe who
were placed on the right hand of the Matron, and who, accerding to
the order in which ‘they fate, were Deiftn, Fudaifin, and Paopery. On
theleft hand, as'T told you, appeared Preséytery. The next to her was

a




N* 247 FThe T~ 4 T~ L' B*R. 38¢

a figure which fomewhat puzzled me: It was that of a man Iooking, with
horror in his eyes, upon a Silver Bafon filled with water. Obferving
fomething in his countenance that looked like Lunacy, I fancied at firft
that he was to exprefs that kind of diftra¢tion which the Phyficians call
the Hydro-Phobia; but confidering what the intention of the fthow was,
Iimmediately recolleéted my felf, ‘md concluded it to be .Aunabaptifin.

The next figure was a2 Man that fate under a moft profound com-

ofure of Mind: He wore an Hat whofe Brims were exaltly parallel
with the Horizon: His Garment had neither Sleeve nor Skirt, nor {o
much as a fuperfluous Button. - What he called his Cravat, was a little
piece of white Linen quilled with great exactnefs, and hanging below his
Chin about two inches. Seeing a Book in his hand, I asked our Artift
~ what it was, who told me it was the Quakers Religion; upon which I
defired a fight of it.  Upon perufal, I found it to be nothing but a new-
falhioned Grammar, or an art of .abridging ordinary difcourfe. The
Nouns were reduced to a very fmall number, as the Light, Friend, Ba-
bylon. 'The principal of his Pronouns was Thou ; and as for 27ow, Ie, and
Zoursy 1 found they were not looked upon as Parts of Speech in this
Grammar. All the Verbs wanted the Second perfon plural; the Partici-
ples ending all in ing or ed, which were marked with a particular Ac-
cent. There were no Adverbs befides 7¢4 and Nay. The fame thrift
was obferved in the Prepofitions. The Conjunétions were only Hem ’
and Ha! and the Interjections brought under the three heads of Sigh-
ing, Sobbing, and Groaning. ‘There was at the end of the Gram-
mar a little Nomenclature, called, The Chriftian Man's Vocabulary,

which gave new Appellations, or (if you will) Chriftian Names to
almoft every thing in life. I replaced the Book in the hand of the
figure, not without admiring the fimplicity of its Garb, Speech, and
Behaviour.

Juft oppofite to this row of Religions, there was a Statue drefled in a
Fool's Coat, with a Cap of Bells upon his head, laughing and pointing at
the figures that ftood before him. This Ideot is fuppofed to fay in his
heart what David’s Fool did fome thowfands of years ago, and was there-
fore defigned as a proper Reprefentative of thofe among us who are cal-
led Atheifts and Infidels by others, and Free-Thinkers by themfelves.

There were many other groupes of figures which I did not know the
meaning of ; but feeing a collection of both Sexes turning their backs up-
» on the Company, and hymg their heads very clofe together, I enquired
Vor. IL Ddd after
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after their Religion, and found that they called themfelves the ‘Philadel.
pbiaus, or the Family of Love.

In the oppolite corner there fate another little congregation of ftrange
figures, opening their mouths as wide as they could gape, and diftin-
guithed by the title of the Sweet fingers of Irael,

I muft not omit, that in this Aflembly of Wax there were feveral pieces
that moved by clackwork, and gave great fatisfaftion to the Speétators,
Behind the Matron there flood one of thefe figures, and behind Papery
another, which, as the Artift told us, were each of them the Genius of
the perfon they attended. That behind Popery reprefented Perfecution
and the other Moderation. 'The firft of thefe moved by fecret Springg
towards a great heap of dead bodies that lay piled upon one another at
a confiderable diftance behind the principal figures, There were writ-
ten on the foreheads of thefe dead men feveral hard words, as Pre-
Adamites, Sabbatarians, Camaronians, Muggletonians, Brownifls, Inde.
pendants, Mafonites, Camifars, and the like. At the approach of Pes-
JSecutiom, 1t was fo contrived, that as fhe held vp her bloody Flag, the
whole Aflembly of dead men, like thofe in the Rebearfut, flarted up
and drew their Swords. This was followed by great clathings and
noife, when, in the midft of the tumult, the figure of Moderation moved
gently towards this new army, which, upon her holding up a paper in
her hand, inforibed, Liberty of Confeience, immediately fell into a hea
of Carcafles, remaining in the fame quiet pofture that they lay at firft.

Tuefday,
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