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Criminals to button up their bofoms, and, if they pleafed, proceed to
their Duel. Upon which they both went very quietly out of the Court,
and retired to their refpe@ive lodgings.

Tke Court then adjourned till after the Holidays,
Copia Vera,
Charles-Lallze,
8ir Richard: Steele affifled in this paper,

Ne° 267. Saturday, December 23. 1710.

Quz genus bumanum wgento fuperavit, et omues
Refimxst fellas, -exortus utr wtherius fol. Lucr,

Fyoms wry own Apartment, December 21,

Have heard, that it is a rule among the Conventuals of feveral ot-
ders in the Romifb Church, to fhut themfelves up at a certain time

of the year, not only from the world in general, but from the mem-

bers. of their own Fraternity, and to pafs away feveral days by themfelves
in fettling accounts between their Maker and their own Souls, in cancel-
ling unrepented Crimes, and renewing their Contraéts of Obedience for
the furure, -Such f{tated times for particular Aéts of Devotion, or the
Exercife-of certain religious Duties, have been enjoined in all civil Go-
vernments, whatever Deity they worfhiped, or whatever Religion they
profefled. That which may be done at all times is often totally neg-
lefted and. forgotten, unlefs fixed and determined to fome: time more
than another; and therefore, though feveral Duties may be fuitable:te
every day of our lives, they are moft likely to be performed if fome
days are more particularly fet ‘apart for the praétice of them. Our
Church has accordingly inftituted feveral Seafons of Devotion, when
Time,
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Time, Cuftom, Prefcription, and (if T may fo fay) the Fafhion it felfi
call upon a Man to be ferious and attentive to the great end of his
Being.

I have hinted in fome former Papers, that the Greateft and Wifeft of
Men in all ages and countries, particularly in Rome and Greece, were
renowned for their Piety and Virtue. It is now my intention to fhow
how thofe in our own Nation, that have been unqueftionably the moft
eminent for Learning and Knowledge, were likewife the moift eminent
for their adherence to the Religion of their Country.

I might produce very fhining Examples from among the Clergy; but
becaufe Prieftcraft is the common cry of every cavilling empty Scri-
bler, I fhall fhow, that all the Laymen who have exerted a more than
ordinary Genius in their writings, and were the Glory of their times,
were men whofe hopes were filled with Immortality, and the profpeét of
future Rewards, and men who lived in a dutiful Submiflion to all the
Do&rines of revealed Religion.

I fhall in this Paper only inftance Sir Fraucis Bacow, a Man who for
the Greatnefs of Genius, and Compafs of Knowledge,” did Honour to
his age and country; I could almoft fay to Humane Nature it {elf. He
poflefled at once all thofe extraordinary Talents which were divided a-
mongft the greateft Authors of antiquity. He had the found, diftind,
comprehenfive Knowledge of Arifforle, with all the beautiful Lights,
Graces and Embellithments of Cicera. One does not know which to
admire moft in his writings, the ftrength of Reafon, force of Style, or
brightnefs of Imagination.

This Author has remarked in feveral parts of his works, that a thorough
infight into Philofophy makes a good Believer, and that a fmattering 1n
it naturally produces fuch a race of defpicable Infidels as the little profli-
gate Writers of the prefent age, whom (I muft confefs) I have always
accufed to my felf, not fo much for their want of Faith as their want of
I earning.

I was infinitely pleafed to find among the works of this extraordinary
Man a Prayer of his own compofing, which, for the Elevation of
thought, and Greatnefs of expreflion, {eems rather the devotion of an
Angel than ofa Man. His principal fault {feems to bave been the excefs
of that Virtue which covers a multitude of faults. This betrayed him
to fo great an Indulgence towards his fervants, who made a corrupt ufe
of it, that it ftripped him of all thofe Riches and Honours which a long
feries of Merits had heaped upon him. Bat in this Prayer, at the {famc

Vou. 1L 8 time




402 The STAMN T -LYE & N° 267.

time that we find him proftrating himfelf before the great Mercy-feat,
and humbled under afli¢tions which at that time lay heavy upon him;
we fee him fupported by the fenfe of his Integrity, his Zeal, his Devoti-
on, and his Love to mankind, which give him a much higher figure in
the minds of thinking men, than that greatnefs had done from which he
was fallen. I fhall beg leave to write down the Prayer it felf, with the
title to it, as it was found among his Lordfhip’s Papers, written in his
own hand ; not being able to furnifh my Reader with an entertainment
more {uitable to this folemn time.

A Prayer or Plalm made by My Lord Bacon, Chancellor of Zngland.

OS8T gracious Lord God, my merciful Father ; from my youth up,
M my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. Thou, O Lord, found-
vefl and fearcheft the depths and fecrets of all bearts; Thou acknowledg-
eft the DVpright of beart ; Thou judgeft the Hypocrite ; Thou pondereft
men's thoughts and doings as in a balance ; Thou meafurefl their intenti-
ons as with a line s vanity and crooked ways cannot be hid from Thee.

Remembery, O Lord! how thy Servant bath walked before thee; re-
member what 1 bave firfl fought, and what bath been principal in my
Intentions. I have loved thy Affemblies, I have mourned for the divifi-
ons of thy Church, I bave delighted in the ‘brightnefs of thy Santtuary.
This Vine, which thy Right Hand hath planted in this Nation, I have
ever prayed unto Thee, that it might bhave the firfl and the latter Rain,
and that it might ffretch ber branches to the feas, and to the floods. The
flate and bread of the poor and oppreffed bave been precious in mine eyes;
I have bated all cruelty and havdnefs of heart; I have (though in a de-
[pifed weed) procured the good of all men. If any bave been my Ene-
mies, 1 thought not af them, weither bath the fun almoft fet upon my
difpleafures bur I bave been as a Dove, free from [uperfluity of malici-
oufuefs. Thy Creatures bave been my Books, but thy Scriptures much
more. 1 have [fought Thee in the Courts, IFields and Gardens, bur 1
bauve found Thee in thy Temples,

Thoufands have been my Sins, and ten thoufands my Tranfgreflions, but
thy Sanéiifications have remained with me, and my beart (through
thy Grace) bath been an unguenched coal upon thine Altar.

O Lord, my Strength! I have fince my youth met with Thee in all my
ways, by thy fatherly Compaffions, by thy comfortable Chaftifements, and
by thy mofl vificle Providence. ds thy Favours have increafed wpon me,
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[o bave thy Correétions; (o as Thou baft been always near me, O Lord!
And ever as my worldly bleflings were exalted, fo fecret darts from Thee
bave pierced me 5 and when I bhave afcended before men, I have defcended
in bumiliation before Thee. And now when I thought moff of Peace and
Honour, thy hand is heavy upon me, and hath humbled me according to
thy former loving-kindnefs, keeping me flill in thy fatherly [chool, mot as
a baftard, but as a Child. Fuft are thy Fudgments upon me for my fins,
which are more in nymber than the fands of the fea, but have no propor-
tion to thy Merciess for what are the fands of the fea? Earth, Hea-
vens, and all thefe, are nothing to thy Mercies. Befides my innumerable
Sins, I confefs before Thee, that I am debtor to Thee for the gracious Ta-
bent of thy Gifts and Graces, which I have neither put ‘into a napkin,
wor put it (as I ought) to Exchangers, where it might have made beft
Profits but mifpent it in things for which I was leaft fit: So I may truly
Sy, my Soul bath been a firanger in the courfé of my pilgrimage. Be
merciful unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour's Sake, and receive me wnto

thy Bofom, or guide me in thy W ays.
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