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N° 1. Zhurfday, March 1. 17z

 Non fumum ex fulgore, fed ex Jumo dare lucem
Cogitat, ut [peciofa debinc miracula promat. Hor.

F Have obferved, that a reader feldom perufes a book with pleafure,
till he knows whether the writer of it be a black or a fair man,
of a mild or cholerick difpofition, married or a batchelor, with o-

ther particulars of the like nature, that conduce very much to the

right underftanding of an Author. To gratify this curiofity, which is
fo natural 10 a reader, I defign this Paper and my next as Prefatory
difcourfes to my following writings, and fhall give fome account

i them of the feveral Perfons that are engaged in this work, As

the chief trouble of compiling, digefting, and correcting will fall to

my fhare, I muft do my felf the juftice to open the work with my own

Hiftory. :,

[wai born to a {mall Hereditary Eftate, which, according to the tra-
dition of the Village where it lies, was bounded by the fame hedges and
ditches in William the Congueror's time that it s at prefent, and has
been delivered down from Father to Son whole and entire, with-
out the lofs or acquifition of a fingle field or meadow, during the

fpace
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fpace of fix hundred years. There runs a ftory in the family, that when
my Mother was gone with child of me about three months, fhe dreamt
that fhe was brought to bed of a Judge: Whether this might proceed
from a Law-fuit which was then depending in the family, or my Father’s
being a Juftice of the Peace, 1 cannot determine; for I am not fo vaip
as to think it'prefaged any digpity that I fhould arrive at in my future
life, though that was the interpretation which the neighbourhood put
uponit. The gravity of my behaviour at my very firft appearance in
the world, and all the time that I fucked, feemed to favour my Mother’s
dream: Fer, as {he has often told me, I threw away my Rattle before I
was two months old, and would not make ufe of my Coral till they had
taken away the Bells from it. :

As for the reft of my infancy, there being nothing in it remarkable, I
‘fhall pafs it over in filence. [ find, that during my nonage, I had the
reputation of a very fullen youth, but was always a favourite of my
Schoolmafter, who ufed to fay, that my parts were [olid, and would
wear well. 1 had not been long at the Univerfity, before 1 diftinguifhed
my felf by a moft profound Silence ; for during the fpace of eight years,
excepting in the publick exercifes of the College, I fcarce uttered the
quantity of an hundred words; and indeed do not remember that I ever
{poke three fentences together in my whole life. Whilft T was in this
1_carned body, I applied my felf with fo much diligence to my ftudies,
that there are very few celebrated Books, either in the learned ‘or mo-
dern tongues, which I.am nor acquainted with.

Upon the death of my Father, I was refolved to travel into foreign
countries, and therefore left the Univerfity, with the charatter of an odd
unaccountable Fellow, that had a great deal of Learning, if I would but
fhew it. - An infatiable: thirft after Knowledge carried me into all the
countries of Zurope in' which there was any thing new or ftrange to be
feen ; nay to fuch adegree was my curiofity raifed, that having read
the controverfies of fome grear men concerning the Antiquities of Zgypt, I
made a voyage to Grand Cairo,onpurpofe to take the meafure of a Pyra-
mid: and as {foon as I had fet my felf right in that particular, returned
ro my native country with ‘great fatisfaction.

I have pafled my latter years in this city, where [ am frequently feen
in molt publick-places, though there are not above half a dozen of my
fele¢t friends that know me; of whom my next Paper fhall give a mor¢
particular-account. . There, is no place of general refort, wherein Ido
not often make my appearance ; fometimes I am feen thrufling my head

into
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into a round of Politicians at #7zll's, and liftning with great attention to
the narratives that are made in thofe little circular audiences. Some-
times I fmoak a pipe at Child's, and whilft I feem attentive to fothing
but the Poff-Man, over-hear the converfation of every table in the
room. | appear on Sunday nights at St. Fames's Coffee-houfe, and fome-
times join the little Committee of Politicks in the inner-room, as one who
comes there to hear and improve. My face is likewife very well known
at the Grecian, the Cocoa-Tree, and in the Theatres both of Drury-Lane
and the Hay-Market. 1have been taken for a Merchant upon the Eux-
change for above thefe ten years, and fometimes pafs for a ¥ew in the
aflembly of Stock-jobbers at Fowathar’s: In thort, wherever I fee a
clufter of people, 1 always mix with them, though I never open my lips
but in my own Club.

Thus 1live in the world rather as a Seecrator of mankind, than 4s one
of the fpecies ; by which means | have made my felf a fpeculative Statef-
man, Seldier, Merchant and Artizan, without ever meddling with any
practical part in life; ‘1 am very well verfed in the theory of a Husband
or a Father, and can difcern the errors in the oeconomy, bufinefs and
diverfion of others, better than thofe who are engaged in them;  as
ftanders-by difcover blots, which are apt to efcape thofe who are in the
game. | never efpoufed any party with violence, and am refolved to
obferye an exact neutrality between' the  Whigs and Tories, unlefs 1
fhall be forced . to declare my f{elf by .the hoftilities of either fide. In
fhort, 1 have afted in all the parts of my life as a Iiooker-on, which is the
charadter I intend to preferve in this paper.

I have given the reader jult fo much of my Hiftory and Charaéter, as
to let him fee I am not altogether unqualified for the bufinefs I have un-
dertaken. As for other particulars in my life and adventures, I fhall in-
fert them in following papers, as I fhall fec occafion. In the mean time,
when I confider how much I*have feen, read and heard, I begin to blame
my own taciturnity; and fince I have neither time nor inclination to com-
municate the fulnefs of my heart in fpeech, I am refolved to do it in
writing, and to print my {elf ouss If pofiible, before Idie. I have been
often told by my friends, that it is pity fo manv ufeful difcoveries which
I have made fhould -be in the pofleflion of a Silent man. For this rea-
fon therefore, I fhall publith 2 fheet-full of thoughts every morning, for
the benefit of my contemporaries; and if I can any way contribute to
the diverfion or improvement of the country in which I live, I fhall leave

Vou. IL Ggg it,
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it, when I.am fummoned out of it; with the fecret fatisfadiion of: thinke
ing that I have not lived in vain.

There are three very material points which I have not {poken to iy
this paper;.and which, for feveralimportant reafons, I muft keep to my
felf, at leaft for fome time: Limean, an account of my Name, my Age
and my Lodgings. 1 mufl eonfefs, Ilwould gratify my readerin any thjng,.‘
that is reafonable; but as for thefe three particulars, though I'am fenfi-
ble they:might tend very much to'the embellifiment of my paper, I' can-
not' yet come to a refolution of communicating them to the publick
They would indeed draw me out of that obfcurity which I have enjoy:
ed for many years; and expofe me in publick: places to feveral falutes ang:
civilities, which have been always very difagreeable to me; for the great-
eft pain I can fuffer, is the being talked to, and being ftared at. It is
for this reafon likewife, that T keep my Complexion and Drefs as very great
fecrets ; though it is not impofible, but I may make difcoveries of both
in the progrefs of the work I have undertaken.

After having been thus particular upon my felf; I fhall in to-morrow’s
paper give an account of thofe: Gentlemen who are concerned with me
in this work; for, as I have before intimated, a plan of it is laid and
concerted (as all other matters of importance are) in a Club. However
as my. friends have engaged me to fland in the front, thofe who have 2
mind to correfpond with me, may direét their Letters to the SpecTaTor
at Mr. Buckley's in Little Britain. For I muft further acquaint thé
Reader, that though our Club meets only on Twe/days and Thur/fdays, we
have appointed a Commitee to fit every night, for the infpection of all
fuch papers as may contribute to the advancement of the publick weal.

Friday,
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