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FRSERENS AR aliz fex

y plures uno conclamant ppe,—mmen Juv.

" HE firft of our Society is a Gentleman of Worcefter/bire, of an-
\ tient defcent, .a Baronet, his name Sir Rocer pE CovERLY.

His Great Grand-father was inventor of that famous countty-
dance which is called after him. ~ All who'know that Shire, are verywell
acquainted with the Partsiand Merits of Sir Rocer. He is a Gentle-
man that is very fingular in his behaviour, but his fingularities proceed
from his good fenfe, and are contradictions to the manners of the world,

only ‘as he thinks the world is in the wrong. However, : this- humour

creates him no enemies, for he does nothing with fournefs or obftinacy ;
and his being unconfined to modes and forms, makes him' but the readi-

‘er and more capable to'pleafe and oblige all who know" him. When he

is'1n town, he lives in Sobo-Square. It 1s faid, he keeps  himfelf a Ba-
chelor by reafon he was erofled in love by aperverfe beautiful Widow
of the next County to him. Before this difappointment, Sir Roeer
was what -you call a fine Gentleman, had often fupped with ‘my:L.ord
Rockefter and Sir George Etherege, fought a Duel upon his firft coming
to town, and kicked Bully Dew/on ina publick Coffee-houfe for calling
him Youngfter.  Bur being ill ufed by the above-mentioned Widow, he
was very ferious for a year and a half; and though, his temper being na-
turally jovial, he.at laft got overit, he grew: carelefs of himfelf, and ne-
ver. drefled afterwards. ' He econtinues to. wear-a Coat and Doublet of
the fame Cut that were in fathion-at the time of his repulfe, which, in
his'merry humours, -he tells us, - has been ini4nd out twelve times fince
he firfl wore it. *Tis faid SirR 06 BR grew humblein his:defires after he
had forgot this cruel Beauty, infomuch: that it is reported ihe has fre-
quently offended in point of chaflity with Beggars and Gypfies: But

Ggg 2 tkis




412 The SPECTATOR. Np° 2,

this is looked upon by his friends rather as matter of raillery than truth.
He is now in his fifty fixth year, cheerful, gay and hearty; keeps a good
houfe both in town and country; a great lover of mankind; but there
is fuch a mirthful caft in his behaviour, that he is rather beloved than
efteemed : His Tenants grow rich, his Servants look fatistied, all the
young women profefs love to him, and the young men are glad of his
company: When he comes into a houfe, he calls the fervants by their
names, and talks all the way up flairs to a vifit. I muft not omit, that
Sir RoGEeRr is a Juftice of the @uorum ; that he fills the Chajr at a Quar-
ter-Seflion with great abilities, and three months ago gained univerfal
applaufe by explaining a paflage in the Game-att.

The Gentleman next in efteem and authority among us, is another
Bachelor, who 15 a member of the Iumer-Temple; a man of great Pro-
bity, Wit, and Underftanding; but he has chofen his place of refidence
rather to obey the direttion of an old humourfome Father, thanin purfuit
of his own inclinations. He was placed there to {tudy the Laws of the
Land, and is the molt learned of any of the houfe in thofe of the Stage.
Ariffotle and Longinas are much better underftood by him than Lirtle-
ton or Coke. The Father fends up every Poft Queftions. relating to
Marriage- Articles, Leafes, and Tenures, in the neighbourhood; all which
Queftions he agrees with an Attorney to anfwer and take care of in the
lump. He is ftudying the paflions themfelyes, when he fhould be in-
quiring into the debates among men which arife from them. He knows
the argument of each of the orations of Demofthencs and Tuily, but not
one cafe in the Reports of our own Courts. No one ever took him for
a Fool, but none, except his intimate friends, know he has a great
deal of Wit.- This turn makes him at once both difinterefted and. a-
greeable: Asfew of his thoughts are drawn from bufinefs, they are moft
of them fit for converfation. His tafte of books is- a little ‘too juft for-
the age he lives in; he has read all, but approves of very few, His fa-
miliarity with the Cuftoms, Manners, Aétions, and Writings of the -An-
tients, makes him a very delicate obferver of what occurs to-him- in the -
prefent world. He is an excellent Critick, and the time of the Play is
his hour of bufine{s; exadtly at five he paffes through New-Inn, crofles
through Ruflel-Court, and takes a turn at #i/l’s till the Play begins ; he
has his Shooes rubbed and his Periwig powdered at the Barber’s as you
go into the Rofe. It is for the good of the Audience when he is at Play,,
for the Actors have an ambition to pleafe him.

The
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The perfon of next confideration, is Sir ANDREW FREEPORT, a
Merchant of great eminence in the City of London. A perfon of inde-
fatigable Induftry, {trong Reafon, and great Experience. His notions
of Trade are noble and generous, and (as every rich man has ufually
fome {ly way of jefting, which would make no great figure were he not
a rich man) he calls the Sea the Briti/b Common.  He is acquainted with
Commerce in all its parts, and will tell you it is a {tupid and barbarous
way to extend Dominion by arms; for true Power is to be got by arts
and induftry. He will often argue, that if This part of our Trade were
well cultivated, we fhould gain from one nation; and if Another; from
another. I have heard him prove, that diligence makes more lafting ae-
quifitions than. valour, and that floth has ruined more nations than the
fword. He abounds in feveral frugal Maxims, among{t which the great-
eft favourite is, « A peny faved is a peny got. A general Trader of
good fenfe, is pleafanter company than a general Scholar; and Sir A -
prEW having a natural unaffected eloquence, the perfpicuity of his dif-
courfe gives the fame pleafure that Wit would in another man. He has
made his fortunes himfelf; and fays that England may be richer than o-
ther Kingdoms, by as plain methods as he himfelf is richer than other
men; though at the fame time I can fay this of him, that there is not 2
point in the compafs but blows home a fhip in which he is an owner.

Next to Sir AxprEew in the Club-room fits Captain Sentry, 2 Gen-
tleman of great courage, and underftanding, but invincible modefty. He
is one of thofe that deferve very well, but are very awkard at putting
their talents within the obfervation of fuch as fhould take notice of them.
He was fome years a Captain, and behaved himfelf with great gallantry
in feveral engagements and at {everal fieges; but having a fmall eftate of
his own, and being next heir to Sir Ro GER, he has quitted-a way of life
:n which no man can rife fuitably to his merit; who is not fomething of
a Courtier as well as a Soldier: Fhave heard. him often-lament, thatin
a profeflion where merit is placed in fo confpicuous a view, impudence
fhould get the better of modefty. When he has talked to this purpofe
[ never heard him make a four expreffion, but frankly confefs that he
left the world, becaufe he was not fit for: it. . A ftri¢t honefty-and an
even regular- behaviour; are in themf{elves . obftacles to him that muit
prefs through crowds, who endeavour at the fame end with himfelf, the
favour of a Commander. He will however in his way of talk excufe
Generals, for not difpofing according to men’s defert, or enquiring into
it: For, fays he, that Great man who has a.mind to help me, has as ma-
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ny to break through to come at me, 'as [ have to come at him: There.
“fore he will conclude, that the man who would make a'ﬁgure,-e‘fpecially
in‘a’military way, muft get over-all falfe modefty, and aflift his Patron 2-
gainft the importunity 'of other pretenders, by a proper aflurance in hig
own vindication. He fays it is'a civil cowardice to be backward in af-
{erting what you ought to'expe®, as it is a military fear to be flow in
attacking when it'is your duty. With this candor does the Gentleman
‘fpeak of himfelf -and others. The fame franknefs runs through all his
eonverfation. The military part of his life has furnifhed him with many
adventures, in the'relation’of which he is very agreeable to the company,
for he is never over-bearing, though accuftomed to command men in the
“utmoft degree below him; nor ever too obfequious, from an habit of o-

“beying men highly above him.
But that our Society may mot appear a fet of Humourifls unacquainted
“with the gallantries and pleafares of the age, we have among us the gal-
lant Wrcr. Honegvcoms, ‘a Gentleman who according to his years
“fhould be'in the decline of his life, but having ever: been very: careful of
his perfon, ‘and always had a very' eafie fortune, time has'made but very
little impreflion, either by wrinkles on 'his forehead, or traces in his
brain. - His perfon is well turned, of a good height. He'is very ready
at that fort of difcourfe with which men ufually entertain women. He
has all his life drefled very well, and remembers habits as others do men,
‘He can fmile when one fpeaks to'him, and langhs eafily. He knows the
hiftory of every mode, and can inform you' from 'which ' of the Frerch
King’s Wenches our Wives'and-Daughters had this'mantier of curling
their hair, that'way of placing’ their hoods; whofe frailty was covered
by fuch a fort of petticoat, and whofe vanity tothew her foot made that
part of the drefs fo 'fhort in fuch a year : In a'word, all his converfation
and knowledge has been in the female world. ‘As other men of" his age
“will take notice to you what fuch a Minifter fatd upon fuch and fuch an
occafion, he will tell 'you when the' Duke of Mommourh danced at Court,
fuch a'woman ‘was then' fmitten, ‘another was taken with him at the head
of his Troopin the Part. ‘In-all thefe important relations, be' has ever
about the fame time received'a'kind glance or a blow of a fan from fome
celebrated Beauty, Mother of the prefent Lord fuch-a-one, 'If you fpeak
of a young Commoner that faid a lively thing in the houfe, he'ftarts up,
“ He’has good blood in his veins, Tomz Mirabell begot him, the rogue
¢ cheated 'me’ in that affair, that-young fellow’s Mother ufed ‘me more
“like' a dog than any ‘weman I ever made advances to. ‘This way of
talking
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talking of his, very much enlivens the converfation among us of a more
fedate turn;_and I find there is not one of the company, but my felf,
who rarely fpeak atall; but{peaks-of him-as of that-fort- of man who is
ufually called a well-bred fine Gentleman. To conclude his charatter,
where women are not concerned, he is an honeft worthy man.

I cannot tell whether I am to account him whom I am next to fpeak
of, as one of our company; for he vifits us but feldom, but when he
does, it adds to every man elfe a new enjoyment of himfelf He is a
CrercymaN, a very philofophick man, of general learning, great fanétity
of life, and the moft exact breeding. He has the misfortune to be of a
very weak conilitution, and’ confequently cannot accept of {uch cares and
bufinefs as preferments in his fun@ion would oblige himto: He is there-
fore among) Divines what-a Chamber-counfellor is among Lawyers. The
probity of his mind, and the integrity of his life, create him followers,
as being eloquent or loud advances others. He feldom introduces the
fubject he {peaks upon; but we are fo far gone in years, thar he ob-
ferves when he is among us, an earneftnefs to have him fall on fome di-
vine topick, which he always treats with much authority, as ene who
has no interefts in this world, as one who is haftening to the objeé of all
his withes, and conceives hope from his decays and infirmities. Thefe
are my ordinary companions, *

* Thengh-this paper-in-former Editions is not marked, with any Letter of the word CL I Q,

bwhich Mr. ADDI1SON. diftinguifbed bis performances 5 1t was  thosght wece(fary to infere it,
o containing charallers of the feveral perfons mentioned in the whole conrfe: of this wark.
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