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116 The SPECTATOR

N° 3. Saturday, March 3.

Quoi quifgque fere fludio devinilus adbere::

Aut quibus in rebus multin: [unis ante morati:

Arque in qua ratione fust contenta magis mens ;

In fomnis eadem plerumque videmur obire. Lucr. L. 4.

‘N one of my late rambles, or rather fpeculations, I looked into the
great hall where the Bank is kept, and was not a little pleafedto
fee the Dire&ors, Secretaries and Clerks, with all the other Members

of that wealthy Corporation, ranged in their {feveral {tations, according
to the parts they aét in that juft and regular Qecconomy. This revived
in my memory the many difcourfes which I had both read and heard
concerning the decay of Publick Credit, with the methods of reftoring
it, and which, in my opinion, have always been defeétive, becaule they
have always been made with an eye to feparate interefts, and party prin-
ciples.

The thoughts of the day gave my mind employment for the whole
night, fo that I fell infenfibly into a kind of methodical Dream, which
difpofed all my contemplations into a Vifion or Allegory, or what elfe
the reader fhall pleafe to call it.

Methoughts I returned to the great hall, where I had been the mor-
ning before, but, to my furprize, inftead of the company that I left there,
1 faw towards the upper end of the hall a beautiful Virgin, {eated on 2
throne of gold. Her name (as they told me) was ‘Publick Credit. The
walls, inftead of being adorned with pictures and maps, were hung with
many ‘Acts of Parliament written in golden letters. At the upper end of
. the hall was the Magna Charta, with the A& of Uniformity on the right
hand, and the A& of Toleration on the left. At thelower end of the hall
was the A& of Settlement, which was placed full in the eye of the Vir-
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gin 'that fate ‘upon the Throne. Both the fides of the hall were covered
with fuch A€ts of Parliament as had been made for thé effablithment of
publick Funds. The Lady feemed to fer an unfpeakable value upon
thefe feveral ‘pieces of furniture, infomuch that fhe often refréthed her
eye with them, ‘and often fmiled with a feciet pleafiire, as fhe looked up-
on them; but, at the fame time, thewed a very particular tneafinefs, as
if fhe faw any thing approaching that might huert them.  She appeared
indeed infinitely timorous in all her behaviour: ‘and,- whetlier it was from
the delicacy of her conftitution, or that fhe was troubled with Vapours,
as 1 was afterwards told by one who I found was noti¢ of her well-wi-
fhers, the changed colour, and ftartled at every thitg fhe heard.” She was
likewife (as I afterwards found) a greater Valetudinatian than any I had
ever met with, even in her own Sex, and fubjeét to Tuch momentary Con-
{fumptions, that in the twinkling of an eye, fhe would fall away from the
mott florid complexion, and the moft healthfil ftate of body, and wither
into a Skeleton. Her recoveries: were often as fudden as. her decays, in-
fomuch that the would revive in a moment out of a ‘wafling diftemper,
into a habit of the higheft health and vigour.

I had very foon an opportunity of obferving thefe quick turns and
changes in her Conftitution. There fate at her feet a couple of Secre-
taries, who received every hour Letters from all parts of the world,
which the one or the other of them was perpetually reading to her; and,
according to the news fhe heard, to which the was exceedingly attentive,
fhe changed colour, and difcovered many fymptoms of health or ficknefs,

Behind the T'hrone was a prodigious heap of bags of money, which
were piled upon one another fo high that they touched the cieling. The
floor; on her right hand and on her left, was covered with vaft {fums of
gold that rofe up in pyramids on either fide of her: But this I did not
fo much wonder at, when I heard, upon enquiry, that the had the fame
virtue in her touch, which the Poets tell us a Lydiar King was formerly
poffefied of: and that ihe could convert whatever fhe pleafed into that
precious metal. e

After a little dizzinefs, and confufed hutry of thought, which a man
often meets with in a dream, methoughts the Hall was alarmed, the
doors flew open, and there entered half a dozen of the moft hideous
Phantoms that Thad ever feen (evenin a dream) before that time. They
came in two by two, though matched in the moft diffociable manner,
and mingled together ina kind of dance. It would be tedious to de-
feribe their habits and perfons, for which reafen I fhall only inform my
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Reader that the firft couple were Tyranny and Anarchy,.the fecond
were Bigotry and Atheifm, the third the Genius of a Common-wealth
and a young man of about twenty two years of age, whofe name I could
not learn. He had a {word in his right hand, which in the dance he
often brandifhed at the Act of Settlement; and a Citizen, who {tood by
me, whifpered in my ear, that he faw a {punge in his left hand. The
dance of fo many jarring natures put me in mind of the Sun, Moon and
Earth, in the Rebear/al, that danced together for no other end but to
eclipfe one another.

The Reader will eafily fuppofe, by what has been before, faid, that the
Lady on the throne would have been almoft frighted to diftraétion, had
fhe {een but any one of thefe Speétres; what then muit have been her
condition when fhe faw them all in a'body? She fainted and dyed away
at the fight. :

Et neque jam color eft mifto candore rabori;
Vec wigor, et vires; et que modo; vifa placebant;
Nec corpus remanet----- Ov. Met. Lib. 3,

There was a great change in the hill of money bags, and the heaps
of money, the former fhrinking, and falling into {o many empty bags,
that I now found not above a tenth part of them had been filled with
money. The reft that took up the fame {pace, and made the fame fi-
gure as the bags that were really filled with money, had been blown up
with air, and called into my memory the bags full of wind, which Ho-
mer tells us his Hero received as a prefent from Zolus. The great heaps
of gold, on either fide the throne, now appeared to be only heaps of
paper, or little piles of notched flicks, bound up together in bundles, like
Bath-faggots.

Whilft I was lamenting this fudden defolation that had been made be-
fore me, the whole Scene vanifhed: In the room of the frightful Speétres,
there now entered a fecond dance of Apparitions very agreeably match-
ed together, and made up of very amiable Phantoms. The firft pair
was Liberty with Monarchy at her right hand: The fecond was Mode-
ration leading in Religion; and the third a perfon whom I had never
feen, with the Genius of Grear Britain, At the firft entrance the Lady
revived, the bags fwelled to their former bulk, the pile of faggots and
heaps of paper changed into pyramids of Guineas: And for my own part
I was fo tranfported with joy, thatl awaked, though I muft confefs, I would
fainhave fallenafleep againtohave clofed my Vifion,if Icould have done it.

Tuwefday,
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