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Ne 5. Taefdaj:, March 6.

Spectatum admiffi rifum teneatis S-srem=m= Hor.

N Opera may be allowed to be extravagantly lavifh in its decora-
A tions, as its only defign is to gratifie the fenfes, and keep up

an indolent attention in the audience. Common fenfe however
requires, that there fhould be nothing in the Scenes and Machines which
may appear childifh and abfurd. How would the Wits of King Char/es’s
time have laughed to have feen Nicolini expofed to a tempeit in robes
of Ermin, and failing in an open boat upon a fea of Pafte-board? What
a field of raillery would they have been let into, had they been enter-
tained with painted dragons fpitting wild-fire, enchanted chariots drawn
by Flanders mares, and real Cafcades in artificial land-skips? A little skill
in criticifm would inform us, that thadows and realities ought not to be
mixed together in the fame piece; and that the fcenes which are defign-
ed as the reprefentations of nature, fhould be filled with refemblances,
and not with the things themfelves. If one would reprefent a wide
champian country filled with herds and flocks, it would be ridiculous to
draw the country only upon the fcenes; and to crowd feveral parts of
the ftage with fheep and oxen. 'This is joining together inconfiften-
cies, and making the decoration partly real and partly imaginary. I would
recommend what I have here faid, to the Dire@ors, as well as to the Ad-
mirers of our modern Opera.

As T was walking in the {treets about a fortnight ago, I faw an ordi-
nary Fellow carryving a Cage full of little birds upon his fhoulder ; and,
as | was wondering with my felf what ufe he would put them to, he was
met very luckily by an acquaintance, who had the fame curiofity, Upon
his asking him what he had upon his fhoulder; he told him, that he had
been buying Sparrows for the Opera. Sparrows for the Opera, fays his
friend, licking his lips; what are they to be roafted? No, no, fays the
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other, they are to enter towards the end of the firft A&, and to fly about
the {lage.

’l"h_i;ﬁrange_ dialogue awakened my curiofity fo far, that I immediate=
ly bought the Opera, by which means I perceived the Sparrows were to
aét the part of finging birds in a delightful grove; though upon anearer
enquiry I found the Sparrows put thefame trick upon the audicnce, that
Sir Martin Mar-all practifed upon his Miftrefs; for though they flew in
fight, the mufick proceeded from a confort of Flageolets and Bird-calls
which were planted behind the fcenes. At the fame time I made this
difcovery, I found by the difcourfe of ‘the Aétors, that'there were great
defigns on foot for the improvement of the Opera; that it had been
propofed to break down a part of the wall, and to furprize the audience’
with a party of an hundred horfe, and thatthere was actually a projeét
of ‘bringing ‘the. New- River into the houfe, to be: employed in jetteaus
and’ water-works.o This'projedt; asl bave:fince heard, s polt: poned el
the fummner-feafon ; when it-is thought: the cdolnefs that proceeds from:
fountains and cafeades will be: more acceptable and: refréthing - to people:
of Quality. ~In the mean time, to find out a more¢ agfeeable entertain-
ment for the winter-feafon, the Opera of Rinaldo is-flled with thundep
and lightning, illaminations and fireworks; which the audience may!look
upon without catching cold, and indeed without much danger’ of being
burnt ; for there are feveral Engines filled with water, and:ready to play
at'a ‘minute’s warning, in cafe any fuch accident fhould: happen; = Hows.
ever, as [ Have a very great friendfhip for the owner of this Theatre, |
hope that he has been wife enough to izfire his houfe before he would
let this Opera be acted invie 0 . ' (i Jom B

It-is no' 'wonder; that thofe fcenes flionld 'be very furprizing, which
were contrived by two Peets of diflerent-nationsy andraiied; by twe Mas,
gicians ‘of different fexes. Armida (as. we are told im the argument)
was an Amazonian: Enchantre(s, and' poor Signior Caffani (as-we learn
from ‘the: Perfons reprefented). a Chrillian Conjurer: (Mage Chriffi-
ano.) 1 mult confefs I am very much puzzled to/ find-how an, dmezin
{hould be verfed in the Black avt, ion'how a good Chriflian, for fuch is
the part of the Magician, fhould: deal with'the Devil.

Fo'confider the Poets after the Conjurers, I {hall give you a tafte of
thie Ttalian, from the firft lines of his preface. Eccotis benignal Levtore
un Parto dii poche. Seve, che fo ben'nato di Notte, nom ¢ perd: abarto di
Tenebye, ma [P fandi conofeere. Figliolo 4’ Apollo conl qualeher Raggio di
Parnaffe. Bebold, gentie reader, the birtlh of a few: evsnings, cau’sr.f]r:?

though
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thotgh it be the offspring of the nighty is not the abaortive of darkne/s,
but wrllmake it felfcknown o be the Samof Apollo, with ¢ certain ;,'._,f_,’.
of Parnaflus.  He afterwards proceeds tor call Minheer Hewdel the Op-
hews-of ous ‘age; and-to:acquaint us, in the fame {ublimity of {lile, that
he: compofed: this. Opera:in’' a fortnight.  Such are the Wits, to whofe
taftes we fo ambitioufly conform our felves, The trath of it is, the
fineft writers among the modern Italians exprefs themfelves in fuch a
florid form of words, and fuch tedious circumlocutions, as are ufed by
none but Pedants in our own country; and at the fame time fill their
writings- with-fuch poor -imaginatiens and -eonceits, -as our youths are
afhamed of before they have been two years at the Univerfity. Some
may be apt to think that it is the difference of genius which produces
this difference in the works of the two-nations ; but to fhew there is no-
thing in this, if we look into the writings of the old Iralians, fuch as
Cicero and Virgil, we {hall find that the Engli/b writers, in their way of
thinking and expreffing them{elves, refemble thofe Authors much more
than the modern Jralians. pretend to do. And as for the Poet himfelf,
fromr whom the dreams of this Opera are taken, I muft entrely agree
with. Monfieur Boilean, that one verfe in Pirgsl is worth all the Clinguant
or Tinfel of Ta/o.

But to return to the Sparrows; there have been fo many flights of
themr let foofe’in- this Opera, that it is feared the houfe' will never ger
rid' of them ;- and' that' in other Plays they may make their eritrance in ve-
1y wrong and improper Scenes; fo as to' be feen flying in' a LLady’s bed-
chamber, or perching upon a King’s throne; befides the inconveniences
whicl’ the Weads' of the audience may fometimes fuffer from- them: T
am-credibly informed, that there was once a defign of caflting into an
Opera ‘the {tory of /7 bittington and his' Cat; and that in'order to-it, there
had been got together a great quantity of Mice; but Mr. Rich, the Pro-
prietor of the Play-houfe, very prudently confidered that it would be im-~
poflible for ' the Cat to kill them all, and that confequently thie Princes
of ‘the ftage might ‘be’ as much infefted with Mice, as the Prince of the
Hland was before the Cat’s. arrival upon it; for which reafon he would
not -permit it to be acted in his houfe. And indeed I cannor blame
him: for, as he {aid very well upon that oceafion, I'do not hear that any
of the performers in our Opera pretend to equal the famous Pied Piper,
who made all the. Mice of a great town in Germany follow his mufick,
and Dy that means eleared the place of thofe little noxious animals.

Before
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Before I difmifs this paper, I muft inform my reader, that I héar there
is a treaty on foot with Lowdon and /ifé (who will be appointed
gardeners of the Play-houfe) to furnith the Opera of Rimaldo and Ay-
?aia'a with an orange-grove ; and that'the next time it isaéted; the fing-
ing birds will be perfonated by Tom:tits: * The Undertakers being. re.
folved to {pare neither pains nor money for the gratification of the audi-
ence. : :

Ne7.  Thurfdags. March 8.

Somnia, terrvoves magicos, miracula, Sagas, Arridh
Nollurnos lemures, portentague The[lala rides? . Hor.

- ‘OING yefterday to dine with an old acquaintance, I had the

T

! misfortune to find his whole family very much dejeéted. . Upon
asking him the occafion of it, he told me that his wife had dreamt,

-a {trange dream the night before, which they were afraid portended
{ome misfortune to themfelves or to their children. At her coming into
the room I obferved a fettled melancholy in her countenance, which I
thould have been troubled for, had I not heard from whence it proceed-.
ed. We were no f{ooner fate down but, after having looked upon me a,
lictle while, My dear, (fays fhe, turning to her husband) you may mow
[fee the flranger that was in the candle laft night, Soon after this, as
they began to talk of family affairs, a little boy at the lower end of the
table told her, that he was to go into join-hand on Thurfday. Thurl-
day ? (fays thej no child if it pleafe God, you [ball not begin upor Chil-
dermas-day: tell your writing-mafter that Friday willbe foon enough. 1
was reflefting with my felf on the oddnefs of her fancy, and wondering
that any body would eftablifh it as a rule to lofe a day in every week.
In the midft of thefe my mufings, fhe defired me to reach her a little falt
upon the point of my Knife, which I did in fuch a trepidation and hurry
of obedience, that I'let it drop by the way; at which fhe immediately
ftartled,
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