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N8 Tl SPECTATOR - g5

to him for help, and queftion not but he will either avert them, or turn
them to my advantage. Though I know neither the time nor the man-
ner of the death I am to die, I am not at all folicitous about it; becaufe
I am {ure that he knows. them both, and that he will not fail to comfort
and fupport me under them,

N° 8. Friday, March 9.

At Venus obfcuro gradientes aére [epfit, i
Et mmulto Nebule circum Dea fudit amiiln,
Cernere ne quis egs------ Virg.

Shall here communicate to the world a couple of Letters, which I

believe will give the Reader as good an entertainment as any that |

am able to furnifh him with, and therefore fhall make no apology
for them: '

To the SPECTATOR, (.

SIR,
¢c § Am one of the Dire&ors of the Society for the Reformation of man-
“ ners, and therefore think my felf a proper perfon for your cor-
“ refpondence. T have ‘thoroughly examined the prefent ftate of Reli-
“ gion in Great Britain, and am able to acquaint you with the predo-
“ minant vice of every Market-town in the whole Ifland. Ican tellyou
« the progrefs that Virtue has made in all our Cities, Boroughs, and
« Corporations; 4nd know as well the evil pra&ices that are committed
“in Berwick or Exeter, as what is done in my own family. Ina word,
% Sir, I 'have my correfpondents in the remoteft parts of the nation, who
“ fend me up punétual accounts from time to time of all the little irre-
“ gularities that fall under their notice in their feveral diftriéts and di-
“ yifions.
“ I am no lefs acquainted with the partisular quarters and regions
“ of this great town, than with the different parts and diftributions of
Vou. II. i1 ¢ the
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the whole nation. 1 can defcribé evéry parifh by its‘impiéties, and
cah tell you in which of our ftreets Lewdnefs prevails, which Gaming
has taken the poffeflion of; and where Drunkennéfs has got the better
of them borh. When T am difpofed t6 riifer a “fine “for the poér; |
know the lanes and allies that are inhabited by comtnon' Siwearers:
When I would encourage the Hofpital of Brideweil and improve the
Hempen manufa@ure, T am very well acquainted with all the haunts and
reforts of female Night-walkers.

« After this fhort account of my felf, I muft let you know, that the
defign of this paper is to give you information of a certain irregular
Affembly which I think falls very properly under your obfervation, e-
fpecially fince the perfons it is compefed of are eriminals too confide-
rable for the animadverfions of our Seciety. I mean, Sir, the midnight
Mafque, which has of late been very frequently hield in one of the
moft confpicuous parts of the town, afid which 1 hedr will 'be con-
tinted with additions and improvements. As-all ‘the perfons who
compofe this lawlefs aflembly are mafqued, we dare not attack any
of them 1n our way, left we fhould fend a woman of Quality to Bride-
welly or a Peer of Great Britain to the Counter: Befides, their
numbers are fo very great; that I am afraid they would be able torout
ouir whole fraternity, though we were accompanied with all our guard
of Conftables. DBoth thefe reafons, which fecure them from our au-
thority, make them obnoxious to yours; as both their difguife and
their numbers will give no particular perfon réafon to think himfelf
affronted by you.

« If we ‘are rightly informed; the rules that are obferved by thisnew
Society are wonderfully contrived for the advancement of Cuckoldom.
The womlen either come by themfelves, or are introduced by friends,
who are obliged to quit them, upon their firlt entrance, to the con-
verfation of any body that addrefles himfelf to them. There are
{evera] rootfis where the parties may retire, and, if they pleafe, fhew
their faces by confent. Whifpers, {queezes, nods, and embraces, are
the innocent fréedoms of the place. In fhort, the whole defign of
this libidinous affembly, feems to terminate in affignations -and in-
trigues; and I hope you will take effeétual methods, by your publick
advice and admonitions, to prevent fuch a promifcuous ‘multitude of
both fexes from meeting together in {o clandeftine a manner. I am

Tour bumble Servant, and Felbpw-labowrer, T.B,
Not
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Not long after the perufal of this Letter, I received angther upon the
fame fubjeét; which, by the date and flile of it, I take to be written by
fome young Templer. :

SIR: M;‘i’dk'?’fmf;ﬁ F?IQ‘II-

T HEN a man has been guilty of any vice or folly, I think the

“ beft attonement he can make for it, isto warn others not
« to fall into the like. Inorder to this I muft acquaint you, that fome
« time in February laft, I went to the Tuefday's Mafquerade. Upon my
« firft going in I was attacked by half a dozen female Quakers, who
« feemed willing to adopt me for a brother ; but upon a nearer exami-
“ nation I found they were afifterhood of Coquettes difguifed in that pre-
“ cife habit. T was f{oon after taken out to dance, and, as I fancied, by
“ a woman of the firft Quality, for fhe was very tall, and moved grace-
« fally. As foon as the minuet was over, we ogled one another through
“ our mafques; and as I am very well read in #aller, 1 repeated to her
“ the four following verfes out of his Poem of Fandite.

The beedlefs Lover does mnot know
Whofé eyes they are that wound biwm [6;
But confounded with thy art,

Enguires ber uame that has his-heart.

« I.pronounced thefe words with fuch a languifhing air that I had
 fome reafon to conclude I'had made a conqueft. She told me, that fhe
% hoped my face was not akin to .my tongue; and looking upon her
« watch, I accidently difcovered the figure of a coronet on the back
% part, of it. I wasfo tranfported with the thought of fuch an amour
% that I plied -her from -one room to another with all the gallantries I
% conld invents and at length brought things to fo happy an ifTue, that
¢ fhe gave me.a private meeting the next day, without page .or footman,
% coach or equipage, My heart danced in raptures; but I had not Jived
% in this golden dream above three days, beforel found good reafon to
% wifh that I had continued true to my Laundrefs. I have fince heard,
% by.a very great accident, that this fine Lady does not live far from
“ Cowvent:Ganden, and-that I am-not the fineft Cully whom the has paf-
“fed her felf upon, for a Countefs.

““Thus, Sir, you fee how I have miftaken a C/xd for a Fumo; and if
“ you can make any ufe of this adventure, for the benefit of thofe who
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« may poffibly be as vain young coxcombs as my feIf I do'moft heartlly
« give youleave. I'am, §1R,

Lour moft humble Admirer, B. L,
[ defign to vifit the next Mafquerade my felf, in the fame habit [ wore

at Grand Caira; and till then fhall fufpend my Judgment of this mldmght
entertainment. )

N°9g. Saturday, March' 10.

------ —Tgris agit rabida cum tigride pacem. .
Perpetuam, [evis inter [ comvenss urfis. Juv.

AN is faid to be a fociable animal, and, as an inftance of it, we
M may obferve, that we take all occafions and pretences of form-

ing our felves into thofe little nocturnal affemblies, which are
commonly known by the name of C/ubs. When a ' fett of men find
themfelves agree in any particular, though never {o' trivial, they eftablifh
themfelves into a kind of fraternity, and meet once or twice a week,
upon the account of fuch a fantaftick refemblance. I know a confidera-
ble market-town, in which there was a Club of fat men, that'did not
come together (as you may well fuppofe) to ‘entertain’one another: with
{prightlinefs and wit, but to keep one another incountenance; ‘the
room where the Club met was fomething of the largeft,"and had two en-
trances, the one by a door of a moderate fize, and the other by a pair of
folding-doors. If a Candidate for this corpulent Club could make his
entrance through the firft, he was looked upon as unqunhﬁed but'if He
ftuck in the paflage, and could not force his way throughit, the folding-
doors were immediately thrown open for his reeeption, and he was fa-
luted as a Brother. Ihave heard that this Club, though it CUIlilﬂZEd but
of fifteen perfons, weighed above three tun.
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