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428 The SPECTATOR - Ny

« may poffibly be as vain young coxcombs as my feIf I do'moft heartlly
« give youleave. I'am, §1R,

Lour moft humble Admirer, B. L,
[ defign to vifit the next Mafquerade my felf, in the fame habit [ wore

at Grand Caira; and till then fhall fufpend my Judgment of this mldmght
entertainment. )

N°9g. Saturday, March' 10.

------ —Tgris agit rabida cum tigride pacem. .
Perpetuam, [evis inter [ comvenss urfis. Juv.

AN is faid to be a fociable animal, and, as an inftance of it, we
M may obferve, that we take all occafions and pretences of form-

ing our felves into thofe little nocturnal affemblies, which are
commonly known by the name of C/ubs. When a ' fett of men find
themfelves agree in any particular, though never {o' trivial, they eftablifh
themfelves into a kind of fraternity, and meet once or twice a week,
upon the account of fuch a fantaftick refemblance. I know a confidera-
ble market-town, in which there was a Club of fat men, that'did not
come together (as you may well fuppofe) to ‘entertain’one another: with
{prightlinefs and wit, but to keep one another incountenance; ‘the
room where the Club met was fomething of the largeft,"and had two en-
trances, the one by a door of a moderate fize, and the other by a pair of
folding-doors. If a Candidate for this corpulent Club could make his
entrance through the firft, he was looked upon as unqunhﬁed but'if He
ftuck in the paflage, and could not force his way throughit, the folding-
doors were immediately thrown open for his reeeption, and he was fa-
luted as a Brother. Ihave heard that this Club, though it CUIlilﬂZEd but
of fifteen perfons, weighed above three tun.
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JIn oppofition to this Society, there {prung up another compofed of
Seare-crows and Skeletons, who being very meagre and envious, did all
they could to thwart the defigns of their bulky brethren, whom they re-

refented as men of dangerous principles; till at length they worked them
out of the favour of the people, and confequently out of the magifltracy,
Thefe factions' tore the Corporation in picces for feveral years, till at
length they came to this accommodation; that the two Bailifls of the
town fhould be annually chofen out of the two Clubs; by which means
the principal Magiftrates are at this day coupled like Rabbets, one fat
and one lean.

Every one has heard of the Club, or rather the Confederacy, of the
Kings.  'This grand Alliance was formed a little after the return of King
Charles the Second; and admitted into it men of all qualities and profef~
fions, provided they agreed.n this Sir-name of King, which, as they
imagined, {ufficiently declared the owners of it to be altogether untain-
ted with Republican and Anti-monarchical Principles.

A Chriftian name has likewife been often ufed as a badge of diflinéti-
on, and made the oceafion of a Club. That of the Gesrge's, which ufed
to meet at the fign of the George, on St. George's day, and {wear Before
George, is ftill frefhin every one’s memory.

There are at prefent in feveral parts of this city what they call Streez-
Clubs, in which the chief inhabitants of the ftreet converfe together eve-
ty night. I remémber, upon my enquiring after lodgings in Crmond-
fireet, the Landlord, to recommend that quarter of the town, told me,
there was at that time a very good Club in it; he alfo told me,. upon
farther difcourfe with him, that two or three noifie country Squires, who
were {ettled there the year before, had confiderably funk the price of
houfe-rent; and that the Club (to prevent the like inconvenicneies for
the future) had thoughts of taking every houfe that became vacant into
their own hands, till they had found a T'enant for it, of a fociable na-
ture and good converfation.

The Hum-Drum Club, of which I was formerly an' unworthy Mem-
ber, was made up of very honeft Gentlemen, ‘of peaceable nIii‘_E}t:fit';e;::%,
that ufed to fit together, fmoalk their Pipes, and fay nothing till:mid-
night. The Mum Club (as [ am informed) is an inftitution of the fame
nature, and as great an enemy to noife.

After thefe two innocent Societies, I cannot forbear mentioning a ve-
ry mifchievous one; that was erected in the reign of King Charles the Se-
cond : I mean, the Club of Ducllifis; in which none was to. be admitted
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that had not fought his man. The Prefident of it was faid to have killed
half a dozen in fingle combat ; and as for the other Members, they taok
their feats according to the number of their flain. There was likewife
a Side-table, for fuch as had only drawn blood,and fhewn a laudable am-
bition of taking the firft opportunity to qualifie themfelves for the firft
" table, This Club, confifting only of Men of Honour, did not continue
long, moit of the Members of it being put to the {word, -or hanged, a
little after its inflicution.

Qur modern celebrated Clubs are founded upon eating and drinking,
which are points wherein moft men agree, and in which the Learned
and Illiterate, the Dull and the Airy, the Philofopher and the Ruffoon,
can all of them bear a pact. The K#-Caz it felf isfaid to have takenits
original from a Mutton-pye. The Beef-Steak, and Oéfober Clubs, are
neither of them averfe to eating and dsinking, if we may form a Judg-
ment of them from their refpeétive Titles.

When men are thus knit together, by a Love of Society, notaSpirit
of Faétion, and do not meet to cenfure ‘or annoy thofe that are abfent,
but to enjoy one another; ‘when they are ‘thus combined for theirown
improvement, or for the 'good of others, or-atleaft to relax themfelves
from the bufinefs of the day, by an innocent and chearful converfation,
there may be fomething very ufeful in thefe little inftitutions and efta-
blifhments.

I canhot forbear concluding this Paper witha Scheme of Laws:that |
met with upon a ‘wall in a little Ale-houfe: 'How I came ithither I may
inform my reader at a more convenient time. Thefe Laws were enatted
by a knot of Artizans and Mechanicks, who ufed to ‘meet every might;

and as there is fomething in them which gives us :a pretty ~picture of
F.ow life, T fhall tranfcribe them word for word.

RULKES #0be obferved in the T'wo-peny Club, ereffed in this place,
for the prefervation of friendfbip and good meighbourhood,
I. Every Member at his firft coming in‘fhall lay down 'his T'wo=«pence.
il. Every Member fhall fill his Pipe out of his ‘own Box.

HL If any Member - ablents'himfelf he ‘fhall forfeit a'Peny for the ule
‘of the Club, unlefs'in’ cafe of ficknefs or imprifonment.

IV. If any Member {wears or curfes,” his'neighbour ‘may give “him:a
kick wpon the fhins.

V. If any Member tells'ftories in the Club:that are not true, {he fhall
forfeit for every third-Lie an ‘Half-peny.

VL If
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VI. If any Member {trikes another wrongfully, he fhall pay his Club
for him.

VIL If any Member brings his Wife into the Club, he fhall pay for
whatever the drinks or fmoaks.

VI If any Member’s Wife comes to fetch him home from the Club,
fhie thall fpeak to him without the door,

IX. If any Member calls another Cuckold, he fhall be turned out of
the Club.

X. None fhall be admitted into the Club that ¥ of the fame Trade
with any Member of it.

XI. None of the Club fhall have his cloaths or fhoes made or mended,
but by a Brother-member.

XII. No Non-juror thall be capable of being a Member.

The morality of this little Club is guarded by fuch wholefome laws
and penalties, that 1 queftion not but my reader will be as well pleafed
with them, as he would have been with the Leges Conwivales of Ben.
Yobufon, the regulations of an old Roman Club cited by Ligfius, or the
rules of a Sympoffum in an ancient Greek Author.

Ne vo.  Monday, March 12.

Non aliter quam gm adverfo vic flumme lembum
Remigiis fubigit: fi brachia forte remifit,

.&’:fg.f«ff lum wm preceps prono vapit alveus amns. Virg.

¥ T is with much fatisfaétion that I hear this great. city inquiring day
# by day after thefe my papers, and receiving my morning Letlures
with a becoming ferioufnefs and attention. My Publifher tells me,
that there are already three thoufand of them diftributed every day: So
that if 1allow twenty readers to every paper, which [ look upan as a
modeft computation, I may reckon sbout threefcore thoufand Difciples
in
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