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that means at leaft divert the minds of my Female readers from greater
trifles. At the fame time, as I would fain give fome finifhing touches to
thofe which are already the moft beautiful pieces in human nature, I fhall
endeavour to point out all thofe Imperfetions that are the blemithes, as
well as thofe Virtues which are the embellifhmients of the Sex. In the
mean while I hope thefe my gentle readers; who have fo much time on
their hands, will not grudge thowing away a quarter of an hout in a day
on this paper, fince they may do it without any hindrance to bufinefs.

I know feveral of my friends and well-wifhers are in great pain for me,
left 1 fhould not be able to keep up the fpirit of a paper which I oblige
my {elf to furnifh every day: But to make them eafie in this particular, I
will promife them faithfully to give it over as foon as I grow dull. This
I know will be matter of great raillery to the fmall Wits; who will
frequently put me in mind of my promife, defire me to keep my word,
affure me that it is high time to give over, with many other little plea:
fantries of the like nature, which men of a little fmart Genius cannot for-
bear throwing out againft their beft friends, when they have fucha han-
dle given them of being witty. But let them remember that 1 do here-
by enter my caveat againft this piece of raillery.

N°12.  Wednefday, March 14.

mmmenne= Peteres avias tibi de pulmone revell, Per.

-

T my coming to Londen, it was fome time before I could fettle my
felf in a houfe to my liking. I was foreed to quit my firft lodg-
ings, by reafon of an officions Landlady, that would be asking

me every morning how I had flept. I then fell into an honeft family,
and lived very happily for above a week; when my Landlord, who was
a jolly good-natured man, took it into his head that T wanted company,
and therefore would frequently come into niy chamber to keep me from
being alone., This I boré for two or three days; but telling me oneday

that
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that he was afraid I was melancholy, I thonght it was high time for me
to be gone, and accordingly took new lodgings that very night. About
a week after, I found my jolly Landlord, who, as I faid before, was an
honeft hearty man, had put me into an Advertifement of the Deily Con-
rant, in the following words. Whereas a melancholy man left bis Lodg-
ings on Thur{day Jaft in the afternoon, and was afterwards [een going
towards Hlington ; If any one can give notice of him to R. B, Fifhmonger
in the Strand, be fhall be very well rewarded for bis pains. Aslam the
beft man in the wotld to keep my own counfel, and my Landlord the
Fifhmonger not knowing my name, this accident of my life was never
difcovered to this very day. -

Iam pow fettled with a Widow-woman, who has a great many child-
ten, and complies with my humour in every thing. I do not remember
that we have exchanged a word together thefe five years; my Coffee
comes into my chamber every morning without asking for it; if I want
fire I point to my Chimney, if water to my Bafon: Upon which my
Landlady nodds, as much as to fay fhe takes my meaning, and immedi-
ately obeys my fignals. She has likewife modeled her family fo well,
that when her little boy offers to pull me by the coat, or prattle in my
face, his elder fifter immediately calls him off, and bids him not difturb
the Gentleman. At my firft entring into the family, I was troubled
with the civility of their rifing up to me every time I came into the
room ; but my Landlady obferving that upon thefe occafions I always
cried Pifh, and wentout again, has forbidden any fuch ceremony to be
ufed in the houfe; fo that at prefent I walk into the kitchin or parlour
without being taken notice of, or giving any interruption to the bufinefs
or difcourfe of the family. The maid will ask her miftrefs (though I
am by) whether the Gentleman is ready to go to dinner, as the miftrefs
(who is indeed an excellent houfewife) {colds at the fervants as hearti-
ly before my face as behind my back. In fhort,; I move up and down the
houfe and enter into all companies, with the fame liberty as a Cat or
any other domeftick Animal, and am as little fufpected of telling any
thing that I.hear or{ee.

I remembper laft Winter there were feveral young girls of the neigh-
hood. fitting about the fire with my Landlady’s daughters, and telling
{tories of Spirits and Apparitions. -Upon my opening the door the young
women broke off their difcourfe, but my Landlady’s daughters telling
them that it was no body but the Gentleman (for that is the name that
I go by in the neighbourhood as well as in the family) they went on

Kkk 2 without
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without minding me. I feated my {elf by the candle that ftood on a ta-
ble at one end of the room; and pretending to read a Book that I took
out of my pocket, heard feveral dreadful {tories of Ghofls as pale as
athes that had flood at the feet of a bed, or walked over a church-yard
by moon-light: and of othersthat had been conjured into the Red Sea,
for difturbing people’s reft, and drawing their Curtains at midnight ;
with many other old womens fables of the like nature  As one Spirit
raifed another, I obferved that at the end of every ftory the whole com-
pany clofed their ranks, and crouded about the fire: [ took notice in
particular of a little boy, who was fo attentive to every ftory, that I am
miftaken if he ventures to go to bed by himfelf this twelve-month, In-
deed they talked fo long, that the Imaginations of the 'whole aflembly
were manifeltly crazed, and [ am fure will be the worfe for it ag long
as they live. T heard one of the girls, that had looked upon me over her
Jhoulder, asking the company how long I had been in the room, and
whether I did not look paler than I ufed to do. This put me under
fome apprehenfions that I thould be forced to explin my felf if I did
not retire; for which reafon I took ‘the Candle in my hand, and went
up into my chamber, not without wondering at this unaccountable weak-
nefs in reafonable creatures, that they fhould love to aftonifh and terrifie
one another. Were I a Father, I fhould take a particular care to preferve
my children from thefe little horrors ‘of imagination, which they are apt
to contraét when they areyoung, and‘are not able to fhake offwhen they
are in years. -I'have known'a Soldier that has entered a breach, affrigh-
ted at his own fhadow ; and look pale upon a little fcratching at his door,
who the day before had marched up againit a battery of Canon. There
are inftances of perfons, who have been terrified even to diftraétion, at

the figure of a tree, or the fhaking of a bull-rufh. - The truth of it is, 1

look upon a found imagination as the greateft blefling of life, next to a

clear judgment and a good confcience. In the mean time, fince there

are very few whofe minds are not more or lefs {ubjeét to thefe dreadful

thoughts and apprehenfions, we ought to arm our felves againft them by

the ditates of reafon and religion, zo pull the old woman ont of our

hearts (as Perfius exprefles it in the Motto of my Paper) and' extinguifh

thofe impertinent notions which we imbibed at a time that we were not

able to judge of their abfurdity. Or if we believe, as many wife and

good men have done, that there are fuch Phantoms and Apparitions as

thofe I have been fpeaking of, let us endeavour to eftablith to our felves

an intereft in him who holds the reins of the whole creation in his hand,

and
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and moderates them after fuch a manner, that it is impoflible for one
Being to break loofe upon another without his knowledge and per-

‘miflion.

For my own part, I am apt to join in opinion with thofe who believe
that all the regions of nature fwwarm with Spirits; and that we have mul-
titudes of {pectators on all our aétions, when we think our felves moft
alone: But inftead of terrifying my felf with fuch a notion, I am won-
derfully pleafed to think that I am always engaged with fuch an innume-
rable Society, in fearching out the wonders of the creation, and joining
in the fame confort of praife and adoration.

Miiton has finely defcribed this mixed communion of men and {pirits
in Paradife ; and had doubtlefs his eye upon a verfe in old Hefrod, which
is'almoft word for word the fame with his third line in the following
paflage.

Nor think, though Men were none,

That Heav'n wonld want [peitators, God want praife :
Millions of [piritual creatures walk the earth
Unfeen, both when we wake and when we fleep ;
All thefe with ceafelefs praife his works bebold
Both day and wight. How often from the flecp
OF echoing bill or thicket, have we beard
Celeftial voices to the midnight air,

Sole, or refponfive each to others note,

Singing their great Creator? Oft in bands,

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk,
With beav'nly touch of infirumental founds,

In full bharmonick numéer joiw'd, their Songs
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heav'n.

1 burfday,




	Seite 434
	Seite 435
	Seite 436
	Seite 437

