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IN° 15.  Saturday, March 17.

Parva leves CApLunt AnNIm0S ===~ Ovid.

' HEN I was in France, I ufed to gaze with great aftonithmentat
the fplendid equipages, and party-coloured habits, of that fan-
taflick nation. I was one day in particular contemplating a La-

dy, that fate in 2 Coach adorned with gilded Cupids, and finely painted
with the loves of Fenus and Adenis. The Coach was drawn by fix milk-
white horfes, and loaden behind with the fame number of powdered
Footmen. Juit before the Lady were a couple of beautiful Pages, that
were {tuck among the harnefs, and, by their gay drefles and fmiling fea-
tures, looked like the elder brothers of the little Boys that were carved
and painted in every corner of the Coach.

The Lady was the unfortunate Cleantbe, who afterwards gave an oc-
cafion to a pretty melancholy Novel. She had, for feveral years, receiv-
ed the addrefles of aGentleman, whom after a long and intimate acquain-
tance fhe forfook, upon the account of this fhining Equipage, which had
been offered to her by one of great riches, but a crazy conftitution. The
circumftances in which I faw her, were, it {eems, the difguifes only of
a broken heart, and a kind of pageantry to cover diftrefs; for in two
months after {the was earried to her grave with the fame pomp and mag-
pificence; being fent thither partly by the lofs of one Lover, and partly
by the poffeflion of another.

I have often refletted with my felf on this unaccountable humour in
Woman-kind, of being fmitten with every thing that is fhowy and fuper-
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ficial ; and on the numberlefs evils that befal the Sex, from this light, fan-
taftical difpofition. I my felf remember a young Lady, that was very
warmly follicited by a couple of importunate Rivals, who, for feveral
months together, did all they could to recommend themfelves, by com-
placency of behaviour, and agreeablenefs of converfation. At length,
when the competition was doubtful, and the Lady undetermined in her

Vour. IL 1o choice,
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choice, one of the young Lovers very luckily bethought himfelf of ad-
ding a fupernumerary Lace to his Liveries, which had fo good an effe@,
that he married her the very week after.

The ufual converfation of ordinary -women very much cherithes this
natural weaknefs of being taken with outfide and appearance. Talk of
a new-married cm'plf:, .wd you immediately hear whether they kee
their Coach and fix, or eat in Plate: Mention the name of an abfent La-
dy, and it is ten to one but you learn fomething of her Gown and Peét-
ticoar. A Ball isa great hélp to difcourfe, and a Birth-day furnifhes con-
verfation for a twelvemonth after. A Furbeloe of precious ftones, an
Hart buttoned* with a Diamond, a Brocade waftcoat or petticoat, are ftand-
ing topicks. 'In fhort, they confider only the drapery of the Specigs,and
never caft away a thought on thofe ornaments of the Mind, that make
perfons illuftrious in themfelves, and ufeful to others. . When women
are thus perpetually dazling one anothers imaginations, and filling their
heads with nmhmg but colours, itis no wonder that they are more at-
tentive to the {uperficial parts of life, than the folid and fubftantial blef-
fings of it. A Girl, who has been trained up in ' this kind ‘of n,omferia-
llun, is in danger of every embroidered coat that comes in her way. A
pair of ﬁmgcd Gloves may be her ruine. In a word, Lace and Rlbﬂﬂm,
filver and gold Galloons, with the like glittering gew-gaws, are {o many
lures to women of weak minds or low eduezations; and, when' artificially
difplayed, are able to fetch down the moit airy Coquette from the wild=
eft of her flights and rambles.-

True Happinefs is of a retired nature, and an enemy to pomp and noife;
it arifes, in the firft place, from the enjoyment of one’s felf; and, in 'the
next, from the friendfhip and converfation of a few' feleét companions.
It loves fhade and .onludc, and naturally haunts groves and fountains,
s and meadows: In fhort, it feels every thing it wants' “within it
felf, and receives no addition from multitudes of mtnei es and fpecta-
tors. On the contrary, Falfe Happinefs loves to' be in a crowd, and to
draw the eyes of the world upon her. She does not receive any fatif~

adtion from the applanfes wh ich fhe gives her felf, but from the admi-
*'Vi{m which fhe raifes in others. She flourifhes in Coturts'and Palaces,
Theatres and Aflemblies, and has no exiftence but when fhe is looked
upon.

Aurelia, though a woman of great Quality, delights in the privacyof
a country L!c, and pafles away a great part’ of her time in her own walks
and gardens.  Her Husband, who is her bofom friend, and companionin

her
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het{olittides; has been in love: with her ever finte he knew her. They
bath abound with ‘go6d fenfe, confummiate virtue, and 4 mutual efteem;
and are a perpetual entertainment to one another. Their family is under
fo regular an oeconomy, in its hours of devotion, and repaft, emp
farent and diverfiom; thar it looks like-a ]iu‘-u Common-wealth within.it
felf. They often go into company, that they may return with the great
er delight to one ur'~'ltca *md r*r. ietimes Jive in town, not Lo enjoy it
fo properly as to grow weary of it, that they may renew in themfelves
the relith of a cot intry life. h\ this means they are 11.‘;10; in each mrw. Ty
beloved by their chil ldren, adored by their 1c:\1.]1._5.. and are become the
ehvy, of rather the delight, of all that know them,

How different to this is the life of Falviz! fhe confiders her Husband
as her Steward, and looks upon difcretion and good J.uu.L.“ v as little
domeftick virtues, unbecoming a woman of Qu f_:!l:-.'. She thinlks }'.:-H loft
itv her; own family, and fancies her felf out of the w orld when fhe is not
in the Ring, the Play-houfe, or the Drawing-room: She lives in a perpe-
tual motion of Body, and reftlefnefs of t|ll}.,-D|1.'-_. and 1S nevs er {'.-r.!]uhtn
any ‘one place, when the thinks there is more company in anotl The
miffing of an Opera the firft night, would be more -'Jiﬁidin"-' to II r than
the death of a child. She pities all the valuable part of ]1;1 own fex ;
and calls every woman of a prudent modeft retived life, a poor-fpirited
unpolifhed ereature. ~ What a mortification would it be to Fuwlvia, if fhe
knew that her fetting her felf to view is but expofling her felf, and that
the grows contémptible by being confpicuous.

I cannot conclude my Paper, without obferving that Zirgi/ has very
finely touched upon this female paflion for drefs and fhow, i the L,]-_.{
ratter of Cz "fffs; W ho, though fhe feems to have fhaken off all the
other weakmne llu-, of her 1L‘\, is ﬂl” defcribed as a Woman jr; this particu-
lar. The Poet tells us, that after having' made a great flaughter of rhe
enemy, fhe unm:ulnnt‘h’ caft her eye on a Trg7an, who wore an embroi-
dered Tunick, a beautifil Coar of Mail, with 2 Mantle of the fineft pur-
ple.o A gaolden boiwy{ays hey bung upon bis jboulder; his Germent was
buckled with a golden Clafp, and fm bead covered with an Helmet of the
fame [pining Meral, The Amazon immediately fingled out this well-
dreffed warriory being {feized with a woman’s l{mgmg for the pretty
trappings that he was adorned with. g

QY=

wamfm:p tncanta per agmen
Femineo ‘,ua{f.:’ et [poliorum ardebat awiore
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This heedlefs purfuit afier thefe glittering trifles, the Poet (by a nice
concealed Moral) reprefents to have been the deftruétion of his female

Heroe.
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IN° 16. Monday, March 19.

Buod verum arque decens caro et rogo, et omunis 1 boc fum. Hor,

Have received a Letter, defiring me to be very fatyrical upon the:
& little Muff that is now in fathion; another informs me of a pair of

filver Garters buckled below the knee, that have been lately feen at
the Rainbow Coffee-houfe in Fleet-flreet; a third fends me an heavy
complaint- againft Fringed Gloves. To be brief, there is {carce an orna-
ment of either Sex which one or other of my correfpondents has not in-
veighed againft with fome bitternefs, and recommended to my obferva-
tion. I muft therefore, once for all, inform my readers, that it is not my.
intention to fink the dignity of this my Paper with refle&tions upon red-
heels or top-knots, but rather to enter into the paflions of mankind, and
to correét thofe depraved fentiments that give birth to all thofe little ex-
travagances which appear in their outward drefs and behaviour. Foppifh
and fantaftick ornaments are only indications of vice, not criminal in
themfelves. Extinguith vanity in-the mind, and you naturally retrench
the little {fuperfluities of garniture and equipage. The blofloms will fall
of themfelves, when the root that nourithes them is deftroyed.

I thall therefore, as I have faid, apply my remedies to the firft feeds-and
principles of an affe¢ted Drefs, without defcending to the Drefs it felf ;
though at the fame time I muft own, that I have thoughts of creating an
Officer under me, to be entitled, The Cenfor of fimall Wares, and of al-
lotting him one day in a week for the execution of fuch his Office. An
Operator of this nature might aét under me, with the fame regard as'a
Surgeon to a Phyfician; the one might be employed in healing thofe
blotches and tumours which break out in the body, while the o-
ther is {weetning the blood and reétifying the conflitution. To
fpeak truly, the young people of both Sexes are fo wonderfully apt to

fhoot
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