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This heedlefs purfuit afier thefe glittering trifles, the Poet (by a nice
concealed Moral) reprefents to have been the deftruétion of his female

Heroe.
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IN° 16. Monday, March 19.

Buod verum arque decens caro et rogo, et omunis 1 boc fum. Hor,

Have received a Letter, defiring me to be very fatyrical upon the:
& little Muff that is now in fathion; another informs me of a pair of

filver Garters buckled below the knee, that have been lately feen at
the Rainbow Coffee-houfe in Fleet-flreet; a third fends me an heavy
complaint- againft Fringed Gloves. To be brief, there is {carce an orna-
ment of either Sex which one or other of my correfpondents has not in-
veighed againft with fome bitternefs, and recommended to my obferva-
tion. I muft therefore, once for all, inform my readers, that it is not my.
intention to fink the dignity of this my Paper with refle&tions upon red-
heels or top-knots, but rather to enter into the paflions of mankind, and
to correét thofe depraved fentiments that give birth to all thofe little ex-
travagances which appear in their outward drefs and behaviour. Foppifh
and fantaftick ornaments are only indications of vice, not criminal in
themfelves. Extinguith vanity in-the mind, and you naturally retrench
the little {fuperfluities of garniture and equipage. The blofloms will fall
of themfelves, when the root that nourithes them is deftroyed.

I thall therefore, as I have faid, apply my remedies to the firft feeds-and
principles of an affe¢ted Drefs, without defcending to the Drefs it felf ;
though at the fame time I muft own, that I have thoughts of creating an
Officer under me, to be entitled, The Cenfor of fimall Wares, and of al-
lotting him one day in a week for the execution of fuch his Office. An
Operator of this nature might aét under me, with the fame regard as'a
Surgeon to a Phyfician; the one might be employed in healing thofe
blotches and tumours which break out in the body, while the o-
ther is {weetning the blood and reétifying the conflitution. To
fpeak truly, the young people of both Sexes are fo wonderfully apt to

fhoot
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fhoot out into long Swords or {weeping Trains, bufhy Head-dreffes or
full-bottomed Perriwigs, with feveral other incumbrances of Drefs, that
they ftand in need of being pruned very frequently, left they fhould be
opprefled with ornaments, and over-run with the luxuriancy of their
habits. - Iam much in doubt, whether I fhould give the preference to a
Quaker that is trimmed clofe and almoft cut to the quick, or to a Beau
that is loaden with fuch a redundance of excrefcences. I muit therefore
defire my Correfpondents to let me know how they approve my project,.
and whether they think the erecting of fuch a petty Cenforfhip may not
turn to the emolument of the publick ; for I would not do any thing of
this nature rafhly and withour advice.

There is another Set of correfpondents to.whom I'muft addrefs my felf
in.the fecond place ; I mean, fuch as fill their Letters with private {can~
dal, and black accounts of particular perfons and families. 'The world
is o full of ill-nature, that I have Lampoons fent me by people who can-
not fpell, and Satyrs compofed by thofe who fecarce know how to write.
By the laft poft in particular I received a packet of fcandal which is not
legible ; and have a whole bundle of Letters in womens hands that are
full of blots and calumnies; infomuch, that when I {ee the name Celig,
Phillis, ‘Paflora, otr-the like, at the bottom of a ferawl, 1 conclude on
courfe that it brings me fome account of a fallen Virgin, a faithlefs Wife;
or an amorous Widow. I muft therefore inform thefe my correfpon-
dents, that it is not my defign to be a publither of intrigues and cuck-
oldoms, or to bring little -infamous ftories out of their prefent lurking
holes into: broad day-light. If T attack the vicious, I {hall only fet upon
them in a body; and will not be provoked by the worft ufage I can re-
ceive from others, to make an example of any particular Criminal. In
fhort, I have fo much of a Drawean/fir in me, thatl fhall pafs over a fin-
gle Foe to charge whole Armies. It isnot Lass or §ilenus, but the har-
lot and the drunkard, whom I fhall endeavour to expofe; and fhall con-
fider the crime as it appears in'a fpecies, not as it is circumitanced in an
individual,. 1think it was Caligula, who withed the whele city of Rome
had but one neck, that he might behead them at a blow. I fhall do out’
of humanity, what that Emperor would have done in the cruelty of his
temper, and aim every {iroke at a_collettive body of Offenders. At
the fame time I am very fenfible, that nothing fpreads a Paper like pri-
vate calumny and defamation; but as my Speculations are not under this
neceflity, they are. not expofed to. this temptation.

in
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In-the ‘mext ‘place -1 muft apply’ iy felf to my E’arty—eu‘rrei"po‘n‘dems,
who are contineally teazing me' ro rake notice of one another’s proceed-
ifigs.  How often am I asked by both fides; if it is’ poflible for ‘me to be
an-uncenceried Speétator of the rogueries” that are committed by the
party whicl 13 dppolite to hiti that writes the' Lewer.  About fwo. days
titiee ] was reproached with 4ty old Grerden law, that forbids any man to
{kand a3 o Newter or a Lookeron'in - the divifions of his country. FHow-
ever, as Lam very fenfible my Paper would lofe its whole efteét, fhould
1t run into the'outragesof & Party, I fhall take care to keep clear of eve.
ry-theng witiely Tooks that wayi® If ¥ ean any way affirage privave Inflams
mations, or allay publick Ferments, T fhall apply my felf to it with my
utmoft endeaveurs; but will' never let my heart reproach me; with having
done any'thing' towards encreafing thofe feuds and animofities that extin.
guifh Religion, deface' Government, and malke a Nation miferable.

What I'have faid under the three foregoing heads, will, T am afraid,
very much retrench the number of my Correfpondents: I fhall therefore
acquaint my reader, that if he has ftarted any hint which he i$ not able
to purfue, if has met with any furprizing ftory which he does not know
how to tell, if he has difcovered any epidemical vice which has elcaped
my obfervation, or has heard of any uncommon virtue which he would
defire to publifli; in fhort, if he has any materials thatean furnifh outian
innocent diverfion, I fhall’ promife him my beft affiftance in the working
of them up for a publick éntertainment.

This Paper my reader will find was intended for an anfwer to a multic
tude of Correfpondents; but I hope he will pardon me if I fingle out
one of them iy particular, whe" has ‘made me {o' very humbile: a requeft;
that I'cannot forbear complying with it,

To the SPECTATOR.

ST R, : Mareh x g1 75
¢ § Am atprefent fo unfortunate;’ as t6' have ' rothirig to do but to
E “ mind my own bufinefs; and'therefore beg of you that you will

« be pleafed to plit me into fome' fmall Poft under you: T obférve that
¢ you have appointed your Printer and Publifher to receive Letters and
« Advertifements for the City of London; and fhall think my felf very
 much honoured by you, if you will appoint me to take in Letters
“ and Advertifements for the City' of Weftminfler and the Duchy of
“ Lancafier. 'Though I cannot promife to fill fuch an employment ti.-irh
« {uffici-
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« fufficient abilities, T will endeavour to ‘makeup with induftry and fi-
¢ delity what [ want in parts and genius, I am,

SIR, Your mofl obedient Servant, Charles Lillie.

N° 18.  Wednefday, March 21.

----- Equitis quogue jam wigravit ab aure volupias
Owmnis ad incertos oculos et g@.—'f_a’é(: vand. Hor.

T is my defignin this paper to deliver down to polterity 2 faithful

account of the Italian Opera, and of the gradual progrefs which it

has made upon the Euglfb Stage; for there is no quellion but our
great grmu.i-L:hildrtn will be very curiouvs. to know the reafon why their
fore-fathers ufed to fit together like an audience of foreigners in their
own: country, and to hear whole Plays afted before them'in a tongue
which they did not underftand.

Arfinoe was the firft Opera that gave us a tafte of Italzan Mulfick:
The great fuccefs this Opera met with, produced {ome attempts of form-
ing pieces upon Italian Plans, which thould give a. more natural and rea-
fonable entertainment than what can be met with in the elaborate: trifles
of that nation.  ‘This alarmed the Poetafters and Kidlers 'of the rown,
who were ufed to deal in a more ordinary kind of ware ; and therefore
laid down an eftablifhed rule, which is received as fuch to this day; Thas
wothing 15 capable of being well fet fo Muficky that ts not Nowfenfe,

This maxim was 1o fooner received, but we immediately fell to tranf-
lating the fralian Opera’s; and as there was no danger of hurting the

fenfe of thofe extraordinary pieces, our Authors would often make words

of their own which were entirely foreign to themeaning of the: paflages
they: pretended:to tranflate s their chief care being to make the numbers
of the Englifh verfe anfwer to thofe of the fralian, that both of them
might go to the fame tune. Thus the famous fong in Camella,
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