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« fufficient abilities, T will endeavour to ‘makeup with induftry and fi-
¢ delity what [ want in parts and genius, I am,

SIR, Your mofl obedient Servant, Charles Lillie.

N° 18.  Wednefday, March 21.

----- Equitis quogue jam wigravit ab aure volupias
Owmnis ad incertos oculos et g@.—'f_a’é(: vand. Hor.

T is my defignin this paper to deliver down to polterity 2 faithful

account of the Italian Opera, and of the gradual progrefs which it

has made upon the Euglfb Stage; for there is no quellion but our
great grmu.i-L:hildrtn will be very curiouvs. to know the reafon why their
fore-fathers ufed to fit together like an audience of foreigners in their
own: country, and to hear whole Plays afted before them'in a tongue
which they did not underftand.

Arfinoe was the firft Opera that gave us a tafte of Italzan Mulfick:
The great fuccefs this Opera met with, produced {ome attempts of form-
ing pieces upon Italian Plans, which thould give a. more natural and rea-
fonable entertainment than what can be met with in the elaborate: trifles
of that nation.  ‘This alarmed the Poetafters and Kidlers 'of the rown,
who were ufed to deal in a more ordinary kind of ware ; and therefore
laid down an eftablifhed rule, which is received as fuch to this day; Thas
wothing 15 capable of being well fet fo Muficky that ts not Nowfenfe,

This maxim was 1o fooner received, but we immediately fell to tranf-
lating the fralian Opera’s; and as there was no danger of hurting the

fenfe of thofe extraordinary pieces, our Authors would often make words

of their own which were entirely foreign to themeaning of the: paflages
they: pretended:to tranflate s their chief care being to make the numbers
of the Englifh verfe anfwer to thofe of the fralian, that both of them
might go to the fame tune. Thus the famous fong in Camella,
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Bavbara ff t'intends, e,

Barbarons woman, yes, I know your meaning,

which exprefles the refentments of an angry Lover, was tranflated into
that Eugli/b lamentation,

frail are a Lover's hopes, &c. i

And it was pleafant enough to fee the moft refined perfons of the Brerifh
nation dying away and languithing to Notes that were filled with a {pirit
of rage and indignation. It happened alfo very frequently, where the
fenfe was rightly tranflated, the neceflary tranfpofition of words which
were drawn out of the Phrafe of one tongue into that of another, made
the Mufick appear very abfurd in one tongue that was very natural in the
-other. 1 remember an Jzelian verfe that ran thus word for word.

And turn’d my rage into pity ;
which the Znglifb for rhime fake tranflated,
And into pity turw'd my rage. -

By this means the foft Notes that were adapted to Pty in the [talian,
fell upon the word Rage in the Englifb; and the angry founds rhat were
tuned to Rage in the original, were made to exprefs Pity in the tranf-
lation. It oftentimes happened likewife, that the fineft Notes in the Aur
fell upon the moft infignificant words in the fentence. I have known the
word Azd purfued through the whole Gamut, have been entertained
with many a melodious The, and have heard the moft beautiful Graces
Quavers and Divifions beftowed upon 7hen, For,and From; to the eter-
nal honour of our Eng/i/b Particles.

The next ftep to our refinement, was the intmducing of Italian A8ors
into our Opera; who fung their parts in their own language, at the fame
time that our Country-men performed theirs in our native tongue. The
King or Hero of the Play generally fpoke in Jzalian, and his Slaves an-
fwered him in Englifb: The Lover frequently made his court, and
gained the heart of his Princefs, in a language which fhe did not under-
iland. One would have thought it very diflicult to have carried on Dia-
logues after this manner, without an Interpreter between the per-

fons that converfed together: but this was the flate of the Englifh Stage
for about three years,

At
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At length the audience grew tired of underftanding haif the Opera;
and therefore to eafe themfelves intirely of the fatigue of thinking, have
fo ordered it at prefent, that the whole Opera is performed in an un-
known tongue. We no longer underftand the Language of our own
Stage; infomuch that I have often been afraid, when I have feen our
Iralian performers chattering in the vehemence of aétion, that they have
been calling us names, and abufing us among themfelves; but I hiope,
fince we put fuch an entire confidence in them, they will not talk
againit us before our faces, though they may do it with the fame fafety
as if it were behind our backs. In the mean time, [ cannot forbear think-
ing how naturally an Hiftorian who writes two or three hundred years
hence, and does not know the tafte of his wife fore-fathers, will make
the following reflection, In the beginning of the eighteenth Century the
Italian zongue was fo well underflood in Exgland, that Opera’s were atted
on the publick flage in that language.

One fcarce knows how to be ferious in the confutation of an abfur-
dity that thews it felf at the firft fight. It does not want any great mear
fure of {enfe to fee the ridicule of this monftrous pradtice; but wha-
makes it the more aftonithing, it is not the tafte of the rabble, but of per-
fons of the greateft politenefs, which has eftablifhed i,

If the Iralians have a Genius for Mufick above the Englifh, the Eug-
4ijfb have a Genius for other performances of a much higher nature, and
capable of giving the mind a much nobler entertainment. Would one
think it was poflible (at.a time when an Author lived that was able to
write the Phedra and Hippolitus) for a people ta be {o {tupidly fond of
the Jralian Opera, as {carce to give a third day’s hearing to that admi-
rable Tragedy? Mufick is certainly a very agreeable entertainment, but
if it would take the entire pofleflion of our ears, if it would make us
incapable of hearing fenfe, if it would exclude Arts that have a much
greater tendency to the refinement of Human Nature; [ muft confefs I
would allow it no better quarter than Pleto has done, who banifhes it
out of his Common-wealth.

At prefent, our notions of Mufick are {o VEry uncertain, that we do
not know what it is welike; onlyin general, we are tranfported withany
thing that is not. Zuglifb: So it be of a foreign growth, let it be Ire-
ltan, French, or High-dutep; it is the fame thing. . In fhort, our Englifb
Mufick is quite rooted out, and nothing vet planted in its ftead.

When a Royal Palace is burnt to the ground, every man is at liberty
to prefent his Plan for a new one; and though it be but indifferently.put to-

Vor, IL. Mmm ‘ gether,
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gether, it may furnith feveral hints that may be of ufe to. a good “Archi.
teét. . Ihall take the fame: liberty in a following paper, of giving my api-
nion upon the fubject of Mulfick ; which I fhall lay down only in a pro<
blematical manner, to be confidered by thofe who are Mafters in the Art.

=

IN°.2.14 Saturday, March 24.

----- Lotus eft et pluribus umbris. Hor.

Am fometimes very much troubled, when I reflect upon the three

great profeflions of Divinity, Law, and Phyfick; how they are each

of them over-burdened with praétitioners, and filled with multitudes
of ingenious Gentlemen that ftarve one another.

We may divide the Clergy into Generals, Field-officers, and Subal-
terns. Among the firft we may reckon Bifhops, Deans and Arch-dea-
cons. Among the fecond are Doctors of Divinity, Prebendaries, and all
that wear Scarfs. The reft are comprehended under the Subal-
terns. As for the firft Clafs, our Conftitution preferves it from
any redundancy of incumbents, notwithftanding Competitors are num-
berlefs. Upon a {tri& calculation, it is found that there has been a
great exceeding of late years in the fecond divifion, feveral Brevets hav-
ing been granted for the converting of Subalterns into Scarf-officers; in-
fomuch that within my memory the price of Luitring is raifed above two
pence ina yard. As for the Subalterns, theyare not to be numbred. Should
our Clergy once enterinto the corrupt praélice of the Laity, by the fplit-
ting of their Freeholds, they would be able to carry moft of the Eleéti-
ons in England.

The body of the Law is no lefs encumbered with fuperfluous members,
that are like Pirgi/’s Army, which he tells us was {o crouded, many of
them had not room to ufe their weapons. This prodigious fociety of
men may be divided into the Litigious and Peaceable. Under the firft
are comprehended all thofe who are carried down in coach-fulls to #efi-
minfler-hall, every morning in Term-time, Marsial’s defcription of this
fpecies of Lawyers is full of humour:

Iras
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