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N° 23.° - Tuefday, March 27.

Sevit atrox Volfcens, nee teli confpictt ufguam
Antorem, nec quo ' fo' ardens immittere poffic. Virg.

HERE is nothing that more betrays a bafe ungenerous Spirit,
than the giving of fecret flabs to a man’suaeputation. Lampoons
and Satyrs, that are written with Wit and Spirit, are like poifon-

ed Darts, which not only inflit a wound, but make it incurable. For
this reafon I am very much troubled when I fee the talents of humour
and ridicule in the poffeffion of an ill-natured man, There cannot be a
greater gratification to a barbarous and inhuman Wit, than to flir up for-
row in the heart of a private perfon, to raife uneafinefs among near re-
lations, and to expofe whole families to derifion, at the fame time that
he remains unfeen and undifcovered. If, befides the accomplifhments of
being witty and ill-natured, a man is vicious into the bargain; he is one
of the moit mifchievous creatures that can enter into a civil Society. His
Satyr will then chiefly fail upon thofe who ought to be the moft exempt
from it.. Virtue, Merit, and every thing that is praife-worthy, will be
made the fubje@ of ridicule and buffoonery.. It is impoffible to enume-
rate the evils which arife from thefe Arrows that fly in the dark;.and I
know no other excufe that is or can be made for them, than that the-
wounds they give are only imaginary,.and produce nothing more than a:
fecret fhame or forrow in the mind of the fuffering perfon. It 'muft in-
deed be confefled, that a Lampoon or a Satyr do not carry in them. rob-
bery or murder; but at the fame time, how many are there that would
not rather lofe a confiderable fum of money, or even life it {elf, than be:
fet up as mark of infamy and derifion ? And in this cafe a man fhould
confider, that an injury is not to be meafured by the notions of him that
gives,. but of him that receives it.

Thofe
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Thofe who can put the beft countenance upon the outrages of this
nature which are offered them, are not without their fecret anguifh. I
have often obferved a paflage in Socrates’s behaviour at his death, in a
light wherein none of the Criticks have confidered it. That excellent
man, entertaining his friends, a little before he drank the bowl of poifon,
with a difcourfe on-the Immortality of the Soul, at his entering upon it
fays, that he does not believe any the moft Comick genius can cenfure
him for talking upon fuch a fubject at fuch a time. This paflage, |
think, evidently glances upon Ariftophanes, who writ a Comedy on pur-
pofe to ridicule the diicourfes of that Divine Philofopher. "It has been
obferyved by many writers, that Secrares was fo little moved at this piece
of buffoonery, that he was feveral times prefent at its being aéted upon
the Stage, -and never-exprefled-the leaft refentment of it.. But with fub-
miflion, I think the remark I have here made thews us that this unwor-
thy treatment made an impreflion upon his mind, though he had been too
wife to difcover it. ’

When Fulins Cefar was lampooned by Catwulius, he invited him to a
fupper, and treated him with fuch a generous civility, that he made the
Poet his friend ever after. Cardinal Mazarin gave the fame kind of
treatment to the learned Qusllet, who had refleéted upon his Eminence
in a famous Latin Poem. The Cardinal fent for him, and after fome kind
expoltulations upon what he had written, affured him of his efteem, and
difmifled him with a promife of the next good Abby that fhould fall,
which he accordingly conferred upon him in a few months after. This
had fo good an effect upon the Author, that he dedicated the fecond
edition of his book to the Cardinal, after having expunged the paffages
which had given him offence.

Sextus Quintus was not of fo generous and forgiving a temper. Up-
on his being made Pope, the ftatue Pafguin was one night drefled in a
very dirty fhirt, with an excufe written under it, that he was forced to
wear foul linen becaufe his Laundrefs was made a Princefs. This wasa
refletion upon the Pope’s Sifter, who, before the promotion of her Bro-
ther, was in thofe mean circumftances that Pafjuin reprefented her.
As this Pafquinade made a great noife in Rome, the Pope offered a confi-
derable fum.of money to any perfon that fhould difcover the Author of
it. The Author relying upon his Holinefs’s Generofity, as alfo on fome
private overtures which he had received from him, made the difcoyery
himfelf; upon which the Pope gave him the reward he had promifed,

but
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but at the fame timeyto difable the Satyrift for the future, ordered his
tongue to. be cut out, and;both his hands to be chopped ofl. Aretine is
too trite an inftance. Every one knows that all the Kings of Ewrepe were
his tributaries. Nay, there 15 a Letter of his extant, in which he makes
his boafts that he had laid the Sophy of Per/ffz under contribution.

Though in the various examples which I have here drawn together,
thefe feveral great Men behaved themfelves very differently rowards the
wits of the Age who had reproached them; they all of them plainly
fhewed that they were very fenfible of their reproaches, and confequent-
ly that they received them as very great injuries. For my own part, I
would never truft a man that I thought was capable of giving thefe fecret
wounds; and cannot but think that he would hurt the perfon, whole
reputation he thus affaults, in” his body or in his fortune, could he do 1t
with the fame fecurity. There is indeed fomething very barbarous and
inhuman in the ordinary Scriblers of Lampoons. An innocent young La-
dy fhall be expofed, for an unhappy feature. A Father of a family turn-
ed to ridicule, for fome domeftick calamity. A Wife be made uncafie
all her life, for a mifinterpreted word or aftion. Nay, a good, a tempe-
rate, and a juft man, fhallbe put out of countenance, by the reprefentati-
on of thofe qualities that fhould do him honour. So pernicious a thing
is Wit, when itis not tempered with Virtue and Humanity.

I have indeed heard of heedlefs inconfiderate writers, that without any
malice have facrificed the reputation of their friends and acquaintance,
to'a cettain levity of temper, and a filly ambition;, of diftinguifhing them-
felyes by a fpirit of Railleryand Satyr: As if it were not infinitely more
honourable to be a Good-natured man, than a Wit. Where there is this
little petulant humour in an Author, he is often very mifchievous with-
out defigning to be fo.  For which reafon 1 alwayslay it down as a rule,
that an indifereet man is more hurtful than an ill-natured one ; for as the
one will ‘only attack his ‘enemies; and thofe he withes ill to; the
other injures indifferently both friends and foes. I cannot forbear, on
this occafion, tranfcribing a Fable out of Sir Roger L Eftrange, which
accidentally lies before me. “ A company of waggith Boys were watch-
« ing of Frogs at the fide of a Pond, and ftill as any of them put up their
S heads, they'd be pelting them down again with {tones. Children (fays
“ one of the Frogs) you mever confider that though this be Play 1o you,

“ ’tis Death to ns.
As this week is in a manner fet apart and dedicated to ferious thoughts,

I fhall indulge my felf in fuch Speculationsas may not be altogetber un-
. fuitable
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{uitable to'the feafon; and in the mean time, as the fetting in our felvesa
charitable frame of mind is a work very proper for the time, I have in
this paper endeavoured to expofe that particular breach of Charity which
has been generally over-looked by Divines, becaufe they are but few who
can be guilty of it.

N° 25.  Tharfday, March 29.

~~—m~ grefiitque medendo. Virg,

THE‘ following Letter will explain it felf, and needs no apology.

SIR,
<¢ W Am one of that fickly tribe who are commonly known by the name
I « of Valetudinarians; and do confefs to you, that 1 firft contra-
“ ¢ted this ill habit of body, or rather of mind, by the fludy of
“ Phyfick. I no fooner began to perufe books of this nature, but I found
“ my pulfe was irregular; and fcarce ever read the account of any dif-
“ eafe that I did not fancy my felf affli®ted with. Dotor Sydenbham’s
“ learned treatife of Fevers threw me into adingring Heétick, which hung
“ upon me all the while T was reading that excellent piece. I then ap-
« plied my felf to'the ftudy of feveral Authors, who have written upon
¢ Phthifical diftempers, and by that means fell intoa Confumptioti; tillat
“ length, growing very far, I was in a2 manner fhamed out of that Imagi-
“ nation. Not long after this I found in my felf all the fymptoms of
“ the Gout, except pain; but was cured of it by a Treatife tipen the
« Gravel, ‘written by a very ingenious Author, who (as it~ is’ ufual for
“ Phyficians to convert ‘one diftemper into ' another) eafed me of the
“ Gout by giving'me the Stone. T'atlength ftudied my felf intoa com-'
« plication of diftempers; but, accidentally taking into my hand that in-
“ genious difcourfe written by Senétorins, I'was refolved to direét my
“ felf by afcheme of Rules, ‘which I°had colle@ed from his obfervati-
£ ons
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