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468 The SPECTATOR  Neog.

that comes on the ftage is a Beau.  The Queens and Heroines are fo
painted, that they appear as ruddy and cherry-cheeked as' Milk-maids,
The Shepherds are all embroidered, and acquit themfelves in a Ball bet-
ter than our Znglifb Dancing-mafters. I have feen a couple of Rivers ap-
pear in red ftockings; and A/pheus, inftead of having his head covered
with Sedge and Bull-ruthes, making love in a fair full-bottomed Perri-
wig, and a plume of Feathers, but with a voice fo full of fhakes.and
quavers, that I fhould have thought the murmurs of a country brook the
much more agreeable mufick.

I remember the laft Opera I faw in that merry Nation, was The Rape of
Proferpine ; where Pluto, to make the more tempting figure, puts him-
felf in a French equipage, and brings Af¢alaphus along with him as his
Valet de Chambre. This is what we call folly and impertinence; but
what the French look upon as gay and polite.

I fhall add no more to what I have here offered, than that Mufick,
Archite¢ture and Painting, as well as Poetry and Oratory, are to deduce
their laws and rules from the general fenfe and tafte of mankind, and not
from the principles of thofe Arts themfelves; or in other words, the
Tafte is not to conform to the Art, but the Art to the Tafte. Mufick is
not defigned to pleafe only chromatick ears, but all that are capable of
diftinguithing harfh from difagreeable notes. A man of an ordinary ear
is a judge whether a paffion is exprefled in proper founds, and whether
the melody of thofe founds be more or lefs pleafing.

Ne gr. - Thurfday, April 5.

Sit mibt fas audita logus /---emv Virg.

AST night, upon my going into a Coffee-houfe not far from the
Hay-Market Theatre, 1 diverted my felf for above half an hour
with over-hearing the difcourfe of one, who, by the fhabbinefs of

his drefs, the extravagance of his conceptions, and the hurry of his fpeech,

I difcovered to be of that fpecies who are generally diftinguithed by the
: title
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title of Projectors. This Gentleman, for I found he was treated as fuch
by his audience, was entertaining a whole table of lillners with the pro-
ject of an Opera, which he told us had not coft him above two or three
mornings in the contrivance, and which he was ready to put in execu-
tion, provided he might find his account in it. He faid, that he had ob-
ferved the great trouble and inconvenience which Ladies were at, in
travelling up and down to the feveral Shows that are exhibited in diffe-
rent quarters of the town. The dancing Monkies are in one place; the
Puppet-fhow in another; the Opera in a third; not to mention the Li-
ons, that are almoft a whole day’s-journey from the politer part of the
town. By this means people of figure are forced to lofe half the winter
aftgr their coming to town, before they have feen all the firange Sights
about it. In order to remedy this great inconvenience, our Projector
drew out of his pocket the {cheme of an Opera, entitled, 7he Expedits-
on of Alexander the Great ; in which he had difpofed all the remark-
able Shows about town, among the {cenes and decorations of his piece.
The thought, he confefled, was not originally his own, but that he had
taken the hint of it from f{everal performances which he had {een upon
our ftage: In one of which there was a Rary-fhow; in another, a Lad-
der-dance ; and in others a Pofture-man, a moving Pi¢ture, with many
curiofities of the like nature.

This Expedition of Alexander opens with his confulting the Oracle at
Delphos, in which the dumb Conjurer, who has been vifited by fo ma-
ny Perfons of Quality of late years, is to be introduced as telling him his
fortune: At the {ame time Clench of Barnet is reprefented in another
corner of the Temple, as ringing the Bells of Delphos, for joy of his ar-
rival. The Tent of Darius is to be peopled by the ingenious Mrs. Sa/-
mon, where Alexander is to fall in love with a piece of Wax-work, that
reprefents the beautiful Srazira. When dlexander comes into that coun-
try, in which Quintus Curtius tells us the Dogs were fo exceeding fierce
that they would not loofe their hold, though they were cut to pieces
limb by limb, and that they would hang upon their prey by their teeth
when they had nothing but a mouth left, there is to be a fcene of Hocg-
ley in the Hole, in which is to be reprefented all the diverfions of thmt
place, the Bull-baiting only excepted, which cannot poflibly be exhibited
in the Theatre, by reafon of the lownefs of the roof. The feveral woods
in Afia, which Alexander muft be fuppofed to pafs through, will give
the audience a fight of Monkies dancing upon ropes, with the many

other pleafantries of that ludicrous fpecies. At the fame time, if there
chance
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chance to be any ftrange Animals in town, whether birds or beafls, they
may be either let loole among the woods, or driven acrofs the itage by
fome of the country people of 4ffz. In the laft great barttel, Pinkerh-
mar. is to perfonate King Porus upon an Elephant, and is to be encoun-
tered by Powell, reprelenting Alexander the Great, upon a Dromedary,
which neverthelefs Mr. Powel is defired to call by the name of Buce-
phalus. Upon the clofe of this great decifive battel, wl'w.en the two Kings
are thoroughly reconciled, to fhew the mutual friendfhip and ‘good cor-
refpondence that reigns between them, they both of them go together
to a Puppet-fhow, in which the ingenious Mr. Powel), Junior, may have
an opportunity of difplaying his whole Art of Machinery, for the diver-
fion of the two Monarchs. Some at the table urged, that a Poppet-fhow
was not a {uitable entertainment for Alexander the Great; and that it
might be introdiced more properly, if we {fuppofe the Conqueror touch-
ed upon that part of Judia which is faid to be inhabited by the Pigmics,
But this objetion was looked upon as frivolous, and the propofal imme-
diately over-ruled. Our Projector further added, that after the recon-
ciliation of thefe two Kings, they might invite one another to dinner,
and cither of them entertain his gueft with the German Artift, Mr. Pink-
etbman’s Heathen Gods, or any of the like diverfions, which fhall then
chance to be in vogue.

This project was received with very great applaufe by the whole table,
Upon which the Undertaker told us, that he had not yet communicated
to us above half his defign; for that Alexander being a Greek, it was his
intention that the whole Opera fhould be ated in that language, which
was a tongue he was fure would wonderfully pleafe the Ladies, efpecial-
ly when it was a little raifed and rounded by the Iemick ‘dialect; and
could not but be acceptable to the whole audience, becaufe there are
fewer of them who underftand Gree# than Italian. The only difficulty
that remained, was, how to get performers, unlefs we could perfuade
fome Gentlemen of the Univerfities to learn to {ing, in ‘order to qualifie
themfelves for the ftage ; but this objection {oon vanithed, when the Pro-
jeftor informed us that the Greeks were at prefent ‘the only Muficians in
the Turk:ifb Empire, and that it would be very eafie for .our Fa&ory at
Sinyrna to furnifh us every year with a Colony of Mulicians, by the op-
portunity of the Turkey Fleet; befides, fays he, if we want any fingle

voice for any lower part in the Opera, Lawrence can learn to fpeak

Greek, as well as he does Ifalian, in a fortnight’s time.
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The Projeétor having thus fettled matters,to the good liking of all that
heard him, he left his feat at the table, and planted himfelf before the
fire, where I had unluckily raken my ftand for the convenience of ever-
hearing what he faid. Whether he had obferved me to be more atten-
tentive than ordinary, I cannot tell, but he had not flood by me above a
quarter of a minyte, but he turned fhort upon me on a fud den, and catch-
ing me by a button of my coat, attacked me very -ﬂnuml\ after the fol-
lowing mdnner. Befides, Sir, I have heard of a very extraordinary ge-
nius for Mufick that lives in Switzerland, who has fo firong a fpring in
his fingers, that he can make thc board of an organ {ound like a drum,
and if I could but procyre a fubfcription of about ten thoufand pound e-
very winter, I would undertake to fetch him over, and oblige him by ar-
ticles to fet every thing that fhould be fung upon the £ :ﬁ:jb Stage. Af-
ter this he looked full in my face, expeéting I would make an anfwer ;
when, by good luck, a Gentleman that had entred the Coffee-houfe fince
the Projector applied himfelf co me, hearing him talk of his Sw:/s com-
pnﬁtmns, cryed out with a kind of 1augh, Is our Mufick then to re-
ceive further improvements from Switzerland? This alarmed the Pro-
jettor, who immediately let go my button, and turned about to anfwer
him. [ took the opportunity of the diverfion, which feemed to be made
in favour of me, and laying down my peny upon the bar, retired with
fome precipitation.

N;_‘; 35_ ;

.ﬁ’[ﬂﬁffz”ﬁz}rj April 9.
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Coguatis wmaculis fimilis fera-—--- Juv.

fuch perfons as are engaged in different ways of life, and depu-

ted as it were out of the molt confpicuous clafles of mankind:

By this means I am furpithed with the gi‘r‘:atuil varicty of hints and ma-
terials, and know every thing that pafles in the different quarters and di-
vifions,

I HE Club of which 1 am a Member, is very luckily compofed of
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