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The Projeétor having thus fettled matters,to the good liking of all that
heard him, he left his feat at the table, and planted himfelf before the
fire, where I had unluckily raken my ftand for the convenience of ever-
hearing what he faid. Whether he had obferved me to be more atten-
tentive than ordinary, I cannot tell, but he had not flood by me above a
quarter of a minyte, but he turned fhort upon me on a fud den, and catch-
ing me by a button of my coat, attacked me very -ﬂnuml\ after the fol-
lowing mdnner. Befides, Sir, I have heard of a very extraordinary ge-
nius for Mufick that lives in Switzerland, who has fo firong a fpring in
his fingers, that he can make thc board of an organ {ound like a drum,
and if I could but procyre a fubfcription of about ten thoufand pound e-
very winter, I would undertake to fetch him over, and oblige him by ar-
ticles to fet every thing that fhould be fung upon the £ :ﬁ:jb Stage. Af-
ter this he looked full in my face, expeéting I would make an anfwer ;
when, by good luck, a Gentleman that had entred the Coffee-houfe fince
the Projector applied himfelf co me, hearing him talk of his Sw:/s com-
pnﬁtmns, cryed out with a kind of 1augh, Is our Mufick then to re-
ceive further improvements from Switzerland? This alarmed the Pro-
jettor, who immediately let go my button, and turned about to anfwer
him. [ took the opportunity of the diverfion, which feemed to be made
in favour of me, and laying down my peny upon the bar, retired with
fome precipitation.
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fuch perfons as are engaged in different ways of life, and depu-

ted as it were out of the molt confpicuous clafles of mankind:

By this means I am furpithed with the gi‘r‘:atuil varicty of hints and ma-
terials, and know every thing that pafles in the different quarters and di-
vifions,

I HE Club of which 1 am a Member, is very luckily compofed of
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vifions, not only of this greatCity, but of the whole Kingdom. My rea-
ders too have the fatisfaction to find, that there is no rank or degree
among them who have not their reprefentative in this Club, and that
there is always fome body prefent who will take care of their refpective
interefts, that nothing may be written or publifhed to the prejudice orin-
fringement of their juit rights and privileges.

I laft night fate very late in company with this felect body of friends,
whoentertained me with feveral remarks which theyand others had made
upon thefe my Speculations, as alfo with the various fuccefs, which they
had met with among their feveral ranks and" degrees of readers. Wict,
Hoxevcoums told me, in the fofteft manner he could, That there were
fome Ladies (but for your comfort, fays WiL v, they are not thofe of the
moft wit) that were offended at the liberties I had taken with the.Opera
and the Puppet-fhow ; That fome of them were likewife very much fur-
prized, that I fhould think fuch ferious points as the Drefs and Equipage
of perfons of Quality, proper fubjeéts for raillery.

He was going on, when Sir Anprew FreerorT took him up fhort
and told him, That the papers he hinted at had done great good in the
city, and that all their Wives and Daughters were t he better for them:
And further.added, That the whole city thought themfelves very much
obliged to me for declaring my generous intentions to fcourge vice and
folly as they appear in a multitude, without condefcending to be a pub-
lither of particular Intrigues and Cuckoldoms. In fhort, fays Sir An-
DREW, if you avoid that foolifh beaten road of falling upon Aldermen
and Citizens, and employ your pen upon the vanity and luxury of Courts,
your paper muit needs be of general ufe.

Upon this my friend the Temerer told Sir Axpr Ew, That he won-
dered to hear a man of his fenfe talk after that manner; that the City
had always been the province for Satyr; and that the Wits of King
Charles’s time jefted upon nothing elfe during his whole reign. He then
thewed, by the examples of Horace, fuvenal, Boileaun, and the beft wri-
ters of every age, that the follies of the Stageand Court had never been
accounted too facred for ridicule, how great foever the perfons might be
that patronized them. But after all, fays he, I think your raillery has made
too great an excurfion, in attacking feveral perfons of the Inns of Court;
and [ do not believe you can fhew me any precedent for your behaviour
in that particular.

My;g-::uad friend Sir Rocer pE CovErRLEY, who had faid nothing
all this while, began his fpeech with a Pifh! and told vs, That he won-

dered
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dered to fee fo many menof fenfe fo very ferious upon fooleties. Liet our
good friend, fays he, attack every one that deferves it: I would only ad-
vife you, Mr. SpE ¢ ATOR, applying himfelf tome, to take care how you
meddle with Country Squires: They are the ornaments’ of the Englifh
nation ; men of good heads and found bodies! and let me tell you, fome
of them take it ill of you, that you mention Fox-hunters with fo little
refpedt.

Captain Se nrr v fpoke very fparingly on this occafion. What he
faid was only to commend my prudence in not touching upon the Army,
and advifed me to continue to act difcreetly in that point.

By this time I found every fubjec of my Speculations was taken away
from me, by one or other of the Club; and began to think my felf in the
condition of the good man that had one wife who took a diflike fo his
grey hairs, and another to his black, till by their picking out what each
of them had an averfion to, they left his head altogether bald and naked.

While I was thus mufing with my felf, my worthy friend the CLercy-
MaN, who, very luckily for me, was at the Club that night, undertook
my caufe. He told us, that he wondered any order of perfons fhould
think themfelves too confiderable to be advifed: That it was not Qua-
lity, but Innocence, which exempted men from reproof: That Vice and
Folly ought to be attacked where-ever they could be met with, and ef-
pecially when they were placed in high and confpicuous ftations of life.
He further added, That my Paper would only ferve to aggravate the pains
of poverty, if it chiefly expofed thofe who are already deprefled, and in
fome meafure turned into ridicule, by the meannels of their conditions
and circumflances. He afterwards proceeded to take notice of the great
ufe this paper might be of to the publick, by reprehending thofe Vices
which are too trivial for the chaftifement of the Law, and too fantaftical
for the cognizance of the Pulpit. He then advifed me to profecute my
undertaking with chearfulnefs, and aflured me, that whoever might be
difpleafed with me, I thould be approved by all thofe whofe praifes do
honour to the perfons on whom they are beftowed.

The whole Club pays a particular deference to the difcourfe of this
Gentleman, and are drawn into what he fays, as much by the candid in-
genious manner with which he delivers himfelf, as by the ftrength of Ar-
gument and force of Reafon which he makes ufe of. WirLL. Hongv-
coms immediately agreed, that what he had faid was right; and that for
his part, he would not infift upon the quarter which he had demanded
for the Ladies. Sir ANprew gaveup the City with the fame franknefs.

Vou. I Ppp The
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The Temrrer would not fland out; and was followed by Sir Ro cer
and  the Carrarn: whe all agreed that I {hould be at liberty to carry
the war into- what quarter I pleafed; provided I continued to combat
with criminals in a body, and te aflault the vice without hurting the
perfon.

This debate, which was held for the good of mankind, put me in mind
of that which the Reman Triumvirate were formerly engaged in, for their
deftruétion.. Every man at firft {tood hard for his friend, till they found
that by this means they fhould fpoil their profcription: And at length,
making a facrifice of all their acquaintance and relations, furnifhed out a
very decent execution. :

Having thus taken my refolutions to march on boldly in the caufe of
Virtue and good Senfe, and to annoy their adverfaries in whatever de-
gree or rank of men they may be found: I fhall be deaf for the futare
to all the remondtrances that fhall be made to me on this account. If
Punch grows extravagant, I fhall reprimand him very freely: If the
Stage becomes a nurfery of folly and impertinence, I fhall not be afraid
to animadvert upon it. In fhort, if I'meet with any thing in City, Court,
or Country, that fhocks modefty or good manners, Ifhall ufe my utmoft
endavours to make an example of it. T muft however intreat every
particular perfon, who does me the honour to be a reader of this paper,
never to think himfelf, or any one of his friends or enemies, aimed at in
what is faid: For promife him, never to draw a faulty chara&er which
does not fit at leaft a thoufand people; or to publifh a fingle paper that
is not written in the {pirit of benevolence, and with 2 love to mankind,

N°g5.  Zuefday, April 10.

Rifu inepto res ineptior nulla eff. Mart.

MONG all kinds of writing, there is none in which Authors are

more apt to mifcarry thanin works of Humour, as there is none

in' which they are more ambitious to excell. Itis not an imagi-

nation that teems with monfters, an head that is filled with extravagant
con-
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