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w4 Th SPECTATOR N3

The Temrrer would not fland out; and was followed by Sir Ro cer
and  the Carrarn: whe all agreed that I {hould be at liberty to carry
the war into- what quarter I pleafed; provided I continued to combat
with criminals in a body, and te aflault the vice without hurting the
perfon.

This debate, which was held for the good of mankind, put me in mind
of that which the Reman Triumvirate were formerly engaged in, for their
deftruétion.. Every man at firft {tood hard for his friend, till they found
that by this means they fhould fpoil their profcription: And at length,
making a facrifice of all their acquaintance and relations, furnifhed out a
very decent execution. :

Having thus taken my refolutions to march on boldly in the caufe of
Virtue and good Senfe, and to annoy their adverfaries in whatever de-
gree or rank of men they may be found: I fhall be deaf for the futare
to all the remondtrances that fhall be made to me on this account. If
Punch grows extravagant, I fhall reprimand him very freely: If the
Stage becomes a nurfery of folly and impertinence, I fhall not be afraid
to animadvert upon it. In fhort, if I'meet with any thing in City, Court,
or Country, that fhocks modefty or good manners, Ifhall ufe my utmoft
endavours to make an example of it. T muft however intreat every
particular perfon, who does me the honour to be a reader of this paper,
never to think himfelf, or any one of his friends or enemies, aimed at in
what is faid: For promife him, never to draw a faulty chara&er which
does not fit at leaft a thoufand people; or to publifh a fingle paper that
is not written in the {pirit of benevolence, and with 2 love to mankind,

N°g5.  Zuefday, April 10.

Rifu inepto res ineptior nulla eff. Mart.

MONG all kinds of writing, there is none in which Authors are

more apt to mifcarry thanin works of Humour, as there is none

in' which they are more ambitious to excell. Itis not an imagi-

nation that teems with monfters, an head that is filled with extravagant
con-
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conceptions, which is capable of furnithing the world with divetfions of
this nature; and yet if we look into the produétions of feveral writers,
who fet up for men of Humour, what wild irregular fancies, what unna-
tural diftortions of thought, do we meet with? if they fpeak Nonfenfe,
they believe they are talking Humour; and when they have drawn toge-
ther a {cheme of abfurd inconfiftent ideas, they are hot able to read it
over ‘to themfelves without laughing. Thefe.poor Gentlemén endea-
vour to gain themfelves the reputation of Wits and Humourifts, by fuch
monitrous conceits as almoft qualifie them for Bed/am; not confidering
that Humour fhould alvays lye under the check of Reafon, and that it re-
quires the direction of the niceft Judgment, by fo much the more as it
indulges it felf in the moft boundlefs freedoms. There isa kind of na-
ture that is to be obferved in this fort of compofitions, as well as in all
other ; and a certain regularity of thought which muit difcover the writer
to be 4 man of fenfe, at the fame time that he appears altogether given
up to caprice. For my paft, when I read the delirious mirth of an un-
skilfal Author, I cannot be fo barbarous as to divert my felf with it,
but am rather apt fo pity the man, than to laugh at any thing he
writes.

The deceafed Mr. Shadwell, who had hifmfelf a great deal of the ta=
lent which I am treating of, reprefents an empty Rake, in one of his
Plays, as very much furprizéd to hear one fay that breaking of windows
was not humour ; and I queftion not but feveral Englifh readers will be
as much flartled to hear me aflirin, that many of thofe raving incoherent
pieces, which are often fpread among wu$; under odd chimerical titles,
are rather the off-{prings of a diftempered brain, than works of hu-
mour.

It is indeed much eafier to defcribe what is not Humour, rhm what
15; and very difficult to define it otherwife than as Cowley has done Wit,
by negatives. Were I to give my oWn notions of it, I would deliver them
after Plato’s manner, in 4 kind of allegory, and by fuppofing Humour to
be a perfon, deduce to him all his qualifications, ﬂCCOld‘ﬂg to the follow-
ing genealogy. TrutH was the founder of the family, .and the father
of Goop Sense. Goop Sense was the father of Wir, who marri-
ed a Lady of a collateral line called Msr1va, by whom he had iflue
Humour. Humour therefore being the youngeft of this illuftrious
family, and delcended from Parents of fuch different difpofitions, is very
various and uniequal in his témper; fometimes you fe¢ him putting on
grave looks md a folemn habir, forietimes airy in' his'behaviour; and fan-

Ppp 2 taftick
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taftick in his drefs: infomuch that at different times he appears as ferious
as a Judge, and as jocular as a Merry-Andrew. But as he has a great deal
of the Mother in his conftitution, whatever mood he is in, he never
fails to make his company laugh. :

Bur fince there is an Impoftor. abroad, who takes upon him the name
of this young Gentleman, and would willingly pafs for him in the world ;
to the end that well-meaning perfons may not be impofed upon by cheats,
I would defire my readers, when they meet with this Pretender, to look
into his parentage, and to examine him firiétly, whether or no he be
remotely allied to Trutw, and lineally defcended from Goop SENSE;
if not, they may conclude him a counterfeit. ‘They may likewife diftin.
guith him by a loud and exceflive laughter, in which he feldom gets his
company to join with him.. For as True Humour generally looks
ferious, while every body laughs about him; Favrse Humour is-al
ways laughing, whilft every body about him looks ferious. T fhall only
add, if he has not in him a mixture of both Parents, that is, if he would
pafs for the off-fpring of Wir without MirTH, or Mirrn without
Wiz, you may conclude him to be altogether fpurious, and a cheat.

The Impoftor of whom I am fpeaking, defcends originally from
Favsenoon, who was the Mother of NonsensE, who was brought to
bed of a Son called FrRenzy, who married one of the Daughters of
ForLvry, commonly known by the name of LaveutER, on whom he
begot that monftrous Infant of which I have been here {peaking. 1 fhall
fet down at length the genealogical table of Favse Humour, and, at
the fame time, place under it the genealogy of True Humour, that
the reader may at one view behold their different pedigrees and: re-
lations. :

FaLsenoops.
NONSENSE.
FrEnzY. L.auGcHTER.
Farse Humour.

TrRuTHE.
Goop SeENsE.
Wir. MirTH,
Humour.

I might extend the allegory, by mentioning feveral of the children of
Favse Humour, who are more in number than the fands of the fea, and
. might
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might in particular enumerate the many Sons and Daughters which he

has begot in this-Ifland. But as this would be a very invidious task, I

fhall only obferve in general, that Favse Humour differs from the
TruE, as a Monkey does from a Man.

Fiorft of all, He:s exceedingly. given to little apith tricks and buffoo-
neries. ; :
Secondly, He fo much delights in mimickry, that it is all one to him
whether he expofes by it vice and folly, luxury and avarice; or, on the
contrary, virtue and wifdom, pain and poverty.

Thirdly, He is wonderfully unlucky, infomuch that he will bite the
hand that feeds him, and endeavour to ridicule both friends and foes
indifferently. For having but fmall talents, he muft be merry where he
can, not where he fbould.

Fourthly, Being intirely void of reafon, he purfues no point either of.
morality or inftruction, but is ludicrous only for the fake of being fo.

Fifthly, Being incapable of any thing but mock-reprefentations, his
ridicule is always perfonal, and aimed at the vicious man, or the writer:
not at the'vice, or at the writing.

I have here only pointed at the wholé {pecies- of falfe Humourifts ;
but as one of my principal defigns in this paper is to beat down that mz-
lignant {pirit, which difcovers it felf in the writings of the prefent age,
[ thall not feruple, for the future, to fingle out any of the fmall wits,
that infeft the world with 'fuch compofitions as are ill-natured, immaral,
and ‘abfurd. This is the only exception which 1 fhall make to the gene-
ral rule I have prefcribed my felf, of attacking multitudes: fince every
honeft man ought to look upon himfelf as in a natural ftate of war with
the Libeller and Lampooner, and to annoy them where-ever they fali’
in his way. This is bur retaliating upon them, and treating them as they-

ireat others.

7 bur(day,
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