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478 The SPECTATO R Ne 37.

:IN° 27 T hurfday, April 12.

-------- Non illa colo calathifve Minerve
Foemineas aflueta manus.——---- - Virg.

OM E months ago, my friend Sir Rocer being in the country, enclofed

a letter to me, dire¢ted to a certain Lady whom I fhall here call by

the name of Lesnora, and as it contained matters of confequence,
defired me to deliver it to her with my own hand. Accordingly I wait-
ed upon her Ladyfhip pretty early in the morning, and was defired by
her woman to walk into her Lady’s Library, till fuch time as the wasin a
readinefs to receive me. The very {ound of a Lady's Library gave me
a great curiofity to fee it; and, as it was fome time before the Lady
came to me, I had an opportunity of turning over a great many of her
books, which were ranged together in a very beautiful order. At the
end of the Falio's (which were finely bound and gilt) were great Jars of
China placed one above another in a very noble piece of Artchiteéture.
The Quarta’s were {eparated from the Oéfavo's by a pile of {maller vel-
fels, which rofe in a delightful Pyramid. The O&eve's were bounded
by Tea-difhes of all fhapes, colours and fizes,  which were fo difpofed on
a wooden frame, that they looked like one continued Pillar indented
with the fineit ftrokes of {culpture, 4and ftained with the greateft variety
of dyes. Thar part of the Library which was defigned for the reception
of Plays and Pamphlets, and other loofe papers, was enclofed in a kind
of {quare, confifting of one of the prettieft grotefque works that ever I
faw, and made up of Scaramouches, Lions, Monkies, Mandarines, Trees
Shells, and a thoufand other odd figuresin China ware. In the midft of
the room was a little Japan table, with a quire of gilt Paper upon it, and
on the Paper a filver Snuff-box made in the fhape of a little book. I
found there were feveral other counterfeit books upon the upper fhelves,
which were carved in wood, and ferved only to fill up the numbers, like
Fagots in the multer of a Regiment. I was wonderfully pleafed with
fuch
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fuch a mixt kind of furniture, as feemed very fuitable to both the:Lady
and the Scholar, and did not know at firft whether I fhould fancy my felf
in a Grotto, or in a Library. '

Upon my looking into the bogpks, I found there were fome few which
the Lady had bought for her own ufe, but that moft of them had
been got together, either becanfe fhe had heard thempraifed, or becaufe
{he had feen the Authors of them. Among {everal that [ examined, I ve-
ry well remember thefe that follow.

Ogleby's Virgil.

Dryden’s Fuvenal.

Caffandra.

Cleopatra.

Affrea.

Sir Ifaac Newton’s works.

The Grand Cyras; with a Pin ftuck in one of the middle leaves.

Pembroke’s Arcadia.

Lock of human underftanding; with a paper of Patches in it.

A Spelling-book.

A Diétionary for the explanation of hard words.

Sherdock upon Death,

The fifteen. comforts of Matrimony.

Sir William Temple's Eflays.

Father Malbranche’s {earch after Truth, tranflated into Englip.

A book of Novels.

The Academy of Compliments.

Culpepper’s Midwifery.

The Ladies Calling,

Tales in verfe by Mr. Durfey: Bound in red leather, gilt on the back,
and doubled down in feveral places.

All the Claflick Authors in wood.

A fet of Elzivirs by the fame hand.

Clelia: Which opened of it felf in the place that defcribes two. Lovers
in a Bower.

Batker's Chronicle.

Advice to a Daughter.

The new Atalantis, with a Key to it.

Mr. Steele’s Chriftian Heroe.

A Prayer book: With a bottle of Hungary water by the fide of it.

Dr.
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Dr. Sacheverell's Speech,

Fielding’s Tryal.

Seneca’s Morals,

Zaylor’s holy Living and Dying,

La Ferre’s Inftruétions for Country Dances.

I was taking a Catalogue in my pocket-book of thefe, and feveral other
Authors, when Leonora entred, and upon my prefenting her with the
Letter from the Knight, told me, with an unfpeakable grace, that fhe
hoped Sir R ocer was in good health: I anfwered Zes, for I hate long
fpeeches, and aftera bow or-two retired. :

Leonora was formerly a celebrated beauty, and is {lill a very lovely
woman. She has been a widow for two or three years, and being unfor-
tunate in her firft marriage, has taken a refolution never to venture upon
a fecond. She has no children to take care of, and leaves the manage-
ment of her Eftate to my good friend Sir Roger. But as the mind na-
turally finks into a_kind of Lethargy, and falls afleep, that is not agitated
by fome favourite pleafures and purfuits, Leonora has turned all the pal-
fions of her Sex, into a love of books and retirement. She converfes
chiefly with men, (as the has often faid her felf ) but itis orily in their writings;
and admits of very few male-vifitants, except my friend Sir Roggg,
whom fhe hears with great pleafure, and without feandal. As her read-
ing has lain very much among Romances, it has given her a very particu-
lar turn of thinking, and difcovers it felf even in her houfe, her gardens,
and her furhiture. ~ Sit RoGer has entertained me an hour together
with a defcription of her country-feat, which is fituated in a kind of wil-
dernefs, about an hundred miles diftant from Loudon, and looks like a
little enchanted Palace. The rocks about her are fhaped into artificial
grottocs covered with wood-bines and jeflamines. The woods are cut
into fhady walks, twifted into bowers, and filled with cages of Turtles. .
The fprings are made fo run among pebbles, and by that means taught to
murmur very agreeably. They are likewife colle@ed into a beautiful
Lake, that is inhabited by a couple of Swans, and -empties itfelf by a Iit-
tle rivulet which runs through a green meadow, and is known in the fa-
mily by the name of The puriing Stream. The Knight likewife tells me,’
that this Lady preferves her game better than any of the Gentlemen in
the country, not (fays Sir Rocer) that fhe fets o great a value upon

her Partridges and Pheafants, as upon her Larks and Nightingales. For
the fays that every bird which is killed in‘ her ground, will {poil a con-
fort; and that fhe fhall certanly mifs him the next year. When
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When I think how odly this Lady is improved by learning, I look up-
on her with a mixture of admiration and pity. Amid® thefe innocent
entertainments which fhe has formed to her felf, how much more valy.
able does the appear than thofe of her Sex, who employ themfelves in di-
verfions that are lefs reafonable, though more in fathion? W hat improve-
ments would a woman have made, who is fo fufceprible of impreflions
from what fhe reads, had fhe been guided to fuch books as have a tenden-
cy to enlighten the underftanding and re&ifie the paflions, as well as to
thofe which are of little more ufe than to divert the imagination?

But the manner of a Lady’s employing her felf ufefully in reading fhall
be the fubje of another Paper, in which I defign to recommend fuch
particular books as may be proper for the improvement of the Sex. And
as this is a fubjeé of a very nice nature, I fhall defire my correfpondents
to give me their thoughts upon ic.

N° 39. Saturday, April 14.

Multa fero, nt placem genus irvitabile vatum,
Curi [ir1bo =mmmmenv Hor.

S a perfe@ Tragedy is the nobleft produétion of human nature,
fo it is capable of giving the mind one of the moft delightful and
moft improving entertainments. A virtuous man (fays Seweca)
frugling with misfortunes, is fuch a fpectacle as Gods might look upon
with pleafure: And fuch a pleafure it is which one meets with in the re-
prefentation of a well-written Tragedy. Diverfions of this kind wear out
of our thoughts every thing that is mean and little. They cherith and
cultivate that humanity which is the ornament of our nature. They fof-
ten infolence, footh affliction, and fubdue the mind to the difpenfations
of Providence.
It is no wonder therefore that in all the polite nations of the world,
this part of the Drama has met with publick encouragement.

Vour. 1L Qqq The
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