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N°go.  Wednefday, April 18.

Garganum mugive puses nemus aut mare Thufeum,

Tanto cum flrepitu luds [pellantur, et artes,

Divitieque peregrine ; quibus oblitis attor

Cum fletit 1z feena, concurrit dextera leve.

Dixst adbuc aliguid? Nil fane.  Quid placer ergo?

Lana Tarentino vivlas imitata veneno. Hor.

Riftotle has obferved, that ordinary writers in Tragedy endeavour
to raife Terror and Pity in their audi lence, not by proper fenti-
ments and exprellions, but by the drefles and decorations of the
Stage. There is fomething of this kind very ridiculous in the Englijb
Theatre. - When the Author has a mind to terrifie us, it thunders; when
he would malke us melancholy, the Stage is darkened. But among all our

tragiclc Artifices, I am the moft offended at thofe which are made ufe of

o infpire us with magnificent ideas of the perfons that fpeak. The or-
dinary method of making an Hero, is to le a huge Plume of feathers
upon his head, which rifes {o very high, that there is often a greater length
from his chin to the top of his head, than to the fole of hlS foot. One
would believe, that we thought a Great man and a Tall man the fame
thing. This very much embarraffes the Actor, who is forced to hold his
neck extremely {tiff and {teady all the while he fpeaks; and notwith{tand-
ing any anxieties which he pretends for his Miftrefs, his Country or his
Friends, one may fee by his *mrow, that his 9;1:.3Lr_i’£ care and concern is
to kCL;: the Plume of feathers from falling off his head. For my own
part, when I {ee a man uttering his complaints under fuch a mountain
of feathers, I am apt te look upon him rather as an unfortunate Lunatick,
than a diftefled Hero. As thefe fuperfluous ornaments upon the head
make a Great man, a Princels generally receives her grandeur from thofe
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additional incumbrances that fall into her tail: I mean the broad {weep-
ing train that follows her in all her motions, and finds conftant employment
for a boy who ftands behind her to open and fpread it to advantage. [
do not know how others are aflected at this fight, but, I muft confefs
my eycs are wholly taken up with the Page’s part; and as for the Queen:
[ am not {o attentive to any thingthe fpeaks, as to the right adjufting of
her train, left it fhould chance to trip up her heels, or incommode her,
as fhe walks to and fro upon the Stage. It is, in my opinion, a very odd
fpetacle, to fee a Queen venting: her paflion in a difordered motion, and
a little boy taking care all the while that they do not ruffle the tail of her
Gown. 'T'he parts that the two perfons act on the Stage at the fame
time, are very different: The Princefs is afraid left the thould incur the
difpleafure of the King her father, or lofe the Hero her lover, whilft
her attendant is only concerned left the fhould entangle her feet in her
Petticoat.

We are told, that an ancient tragick Poet, to move the pity of his
audience for his exiled Kingsand diftrefled Heroes, ufed tomake the Aéors
reprefent them in dreffes and cloaths that were thread-bare and decay-
ed. This artifice for moving pity, feems as ill-contrived, as that we have
been fpeaking of to infpire us with a great idea of the perfons introdu-
ced upon the Stage. In fhort, [ would have our conceptions raifed by the
dignity of thought and fublimity of expreflion, rather than by a train of
robes or a plume of feathers.

Another mechanical method of making Great men, and adding digni-
ty to Kings and Queens, is to accompany them with Halberts and Bat-
tle-axes. ‘T'wo or three fhifters of {cenes, with the two candle-fnuffers,
make up a compleat body of Guards upon the Znglifb ftage; and by
the addition of a few Porters drefled in red coats, can reprefent above a
dozen legions. 1 have fometimes feen a couple of armies drawn up toge-
ther upon the flage, when the Poet has been difpofed to do henour to
his Generals. It is impoflible for the reader’s imagination to multiply
twenty men into fuch prodigious multitudes, or to fancy that two or three
hundred thoufand Soldiers are fighting in a room of forty or fifry yards
in compafs. Incidents of fuch nature fhould be told, not reprefented.

Non tamen. intus
Digna geri promes in [cenam: multague tolles
Ex oculis, que miox narret facundia prefens. Hor.

Tet




N° 42. The SPECTATOR. 491

Tt there are things tmproper for a fcene,
Which men of judgment only will relate.
L.d. Roscommon.

I fhould therefore, in this particular, recommend to my countrymen
the example of the French Stage, where the Kings and Queens always
appear unattended, and leave their Guards behind the fcenes. I {hould
likewife be glad if we imitated the French in banithing from our ftage
the noife of drums, trumpets, and huzzas; which is fometimes fo very
great, that when there is a battel in the Hay-Markes 'Theatre, one may
hear it as far as Charing-Crofs. ~

I have here only touched upon thofe particulars which are made ufe
of to raife and aggrandize the perfons of a Tragedy; and fhall fhew in a-
nother paper the {everal cxpedie:_mrs which are pmét?ibd h_y Authors of a
vulgar genius, to moye terror, pity, or ndl}mmtmn, in their hearers.

The Taylor and the Painter often cm][tnbute to the fuccefls of a Tra-

gedy more than the Poet. Scenes aftr:ft ordinary minds as much ‘as
1}72;‘."‘:1\{?5; and our Aélors are very fgnhblc, that a Well-c_lreﬂcd Play has
fometimes brought them as full audiences, as a well-written one. The
Italians have a very good phrafe to exprefs this art of impofing upon the
fpeCtators by appearances : They call it the Fourberia della feena, the
knavery or trickifb part of the drama, But however the fhow and out-
fide of the Tragedy may work upon the vulgar, the more u_nderifandu]g
part of the audience immediately {ee through it, and defpifeic.
A good Poet will give the'reader a more lively idea of an army or a
batttel in a defcription, than if he atually faw them drawn up in qua-
drons and battalions, or engaged in the eonf-._lﬁml of a f_lght. (_Jur 111113(?5'
fhould be opened to great conceptions, and-inflamed with glorious {'ep:ui
ments, by what the A&or {peaks, more than by what he appears. Can
all the trappings or equipage of a King or Heroe, give Brutus half that
pomp and majefty which he receives from a few lines in 8hake/pear ¢
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